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THE 

KNIGHTS OF THE SWAN, fcfo 



CHAPTER I. 
THE ORIGIN OF THE ORGAN. 

The imprifon'd winds, relea^d, with joyful found, 
Proclaim their liberty around. 
• * Anon. 

YlVeft ,ame fi reveche qui ne fe fente touchee de quelque reverence, a 
confiderer cette vaftite fombre de nos eglifes et ouir le fon d£vo- 
tieux de nos orgues. , 

Montagne, 

UlIVER, who had been lefs abforbed in grietf fihee 
the adventure of Ordalia, took a more attive part 
than ufual in the converfation ; the interefting ap- 
pearance of Giaffar, and his deep melancholy, had 
difpofed his heart in his favour, ever fince their firft 
meeting; and the fingularity of his device* excited 
his curiofity. He fpoke to him of the votf he had 
made, to be always travelling (i), and he exprefled 
a defire to know the motive o£it. Giaffar replied, 
that he could refufe nothing to friends who were fo ' 
dear to him ; that, as a facred duty obliged him to 
conceal his .misfortunes, he requested their promife 
never to reveal the fecrets he was going to depofit in 
their breaftsw^-The two friends made the vow he re- 

- *f A foreign plant upon the fummit of a mountain j and thefe 
words, Tofindbcr^ or dit r as has been already mentioned. 

Vol. II. B quired \ 
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tivg^f'^^.&m^begiti his aftofifeing-feifltfry m- 
this manner : 

« I am thirty^fix years oldj and my career is al- 
ready finifhed ! I have run it with eclat, perhaps with 
glory. Fortune and lave ftrewed nxy ppth? with flow- 
ers, 'until I arrived at the very verge of the gulph 
which was to fivallow me up* — I have loft every thing, 
even my very name 5 the-£»ft>ftiU Wefles it ; the love 
of a grateful people cherifhes its memory.; and yet I 
cannot own it ! Condemned to obfcurity, my fame is 
become a ftrange'r to me ; I cannot enjoy it j and* 
being dead to the univerfe, I receivers it .were in the 
'^filence of the gr^ve, the approbation arid eulogium 
^of my contemporaries J In a w.ord, you fee an unfor- 
tunate 'vi&im of defpotifm, and a melancholy ex- 
ample of the viciffitudes of human life — I am Bar- 
'* mecide (2)." At this name, a name fo great and re-., 
nowned, the Knights of the Swan arofe from their 
feats,— A deep fentiment of admiration &nd t refpeft 
rendered them motionlefs for fome minutes. In ge- 
nerous minds, profcription and misfortune increafe 
th^nterefc prhich talent* 4nd virtue create TiThetfwo 
friends loo^ed-rat Barmecide with* eager curioiky, as 
if it were the firft ; time they had feenhim. Thexmo- 
tion ;apd furprife th^y experienced were .expretted on 
-their countenances in fo moving, a manner, *hat Bar- 
mecide was greatly; affefted at it :-?•*<< O ! my friends,'* 
cried he, "you reftere me to exifteace again \" — On 
faying this* he rufhed into their arms 5 and, after 
having receiyedr thcSrV tender embrace, he thus re- 
lumed his narnftivti *t ■ > • - 

« My father, who was born .in the dominions. of 
Gerold , had \z ftrong paffioa for travelling. He com- > 
municated this turn tomy mother, who; was always 
his inseparable cprnpanion*. I was born i» Perfia $ my 
father was my fole preceptor, and inftrufted me from 
fa&s and obfervations founded upon experience, and 
sot by taking his leffom from books*, he made me 
' : ^ ftudy 
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ftudy nature in the countries and' deferts through 4 
which we were inceffantly pafSng ; and he taught in* 
to know mankind, by judging of them in a maft, 
from their law? and focial infHtutions. As foon as 
we arrived in a new region, my father informed him-' 
felf, with care, of the nature of the government,' 
and its general and particular laws : this knowledge 
being once acquired, he had an exa& infight into the : 
morals, the virtues and vices of tfie natidn ; he im- 
parted to me his conjectures ; and the" examination we 
made afterwards, as we ftudied the inhabitants, al- 
ways confirmed his firflr judgment. I had the misfor- 
tune to lofe this excellent father at the age of twenty 5* 
my mother had long been dead ; I had three bro- 
thers; we had always lived together in the greateft " 
harmony, we were averfe to feparate, and it was de- 
termined amonjf us, that we fhould continue our 
travels for two years longer, and then return to our 
father's country. "We had frequently heard of the j 
magnificence of Aaron Rafchid's court ; and curiofity : 
led us to Bagdat. Being arrived in that fuperb city, 
we made acquaintance with fome Europeans of our 
own age ; and we all lived together in the fame 
houfe. My brothers ' poflefled many agreeable ta- 
lents, and played upbn'feveral inftruments ; fome of 
our companions had the fame tafte ; and, as we could 
not enjoy at Bagdat the free exercife of our religion* 
we agreed to meet together in a room upon every fes- 
tival, to chant divine fervice. Some chanted the 
pfalms, others played on various inftruments, and the 
whole formed a very loud concert. The room lay to- 
wards the ftreet, the people flopped as they went by 
to hear us j the tendency of thefe proceedings was 
quickly difcovered ; Mahometan intolerance took the 
alarm ; and an edift was obtained from the caliph, 
which waspublifhed throughout the city, and which' 
forbad all Chriftians, under pain of death, to afiem K1 * 
for the purpoft of chanting their prayers • 
B 2 
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however, to every one the liberty of reciting, them in 
inufic, if the chant made part of their religious rites ; 
but allowing fuch permiffion individually only, pro- 
fcribing, without exception, every meeting, were it 
cpmpofed of but two or thrfee perfons. This prohi- 
bition difguiled me to iuch a degree, that my whole 
thoughts wer^ employed upon the means of eluding 
it. I had a ftrong mechanical turn ; and, after fome 
reflection, I, conceived the idea pf contriving an in- 
ilrument, which would imitate thofe already known, 
and even the human voice. At the fame time, I 
vyanted it to produce a found that refembled a con- 
cert of various tones. I applied myfelf night and 
day, and, iniefs than fix months, formed an inftru- 
rnent of enormous bulk, which I iiamed an' ejrgan, 
and which perfectly anfwerecf my intention. Ithen 
i placed it near my window, and regularly played upon 
it, morning and evening, while I chanted the pfolms 
for the day. The caliph was foon informed, that,, 
notwithstanding the rigour of his prohibition, the 
Chriftians again performed their religious concerts, 
and with more clamour than ever. The cajiph iflued 
orders in confequence'; and one morning, as I was 
playing on my organ at my ufual hour, a loud knock- 
ing was heard at the door, I (hut the organ, and 
arofe and opened the door j a band of armed men, 
fent by the caliph^ entered my chamber, and teftified 
the greateft marks of aftonifhment at finding me 
alone. The chief of the band alked me, what was 
become of my accomplices. I replied, I had none, 
He paid no regard to this.reply,. and made unavailing 
iearch after thepther muficians, in every room in the 
hbufe ; he pafled by the organ many* tunes, without 
having the fmalleft idea that it was an inftrumenfof 
mufic ; for I had cohftrufted it in the form of a 
bureau. At laft, not being able to comprehend how 
my companions could have . made their efcape, he 
ordered me to accompany him 5 I aflke.4 to be brought 

into 
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into the prefence of the caliph ; he replied, he woufd 
conduct me thither. The prince was defirous to 
examine me hjmfelf. He received me with a fevefe 
and gloomy air, and furveyed me for fome time in 
filence*; and, being ftruck with the ferenity of my 
countenance, s Young madman/ faid he, « what 
could have infpired you with fuch boldnefs and fiich 
contempt of life ?'— * Seignior,' replied T, « nothing 
encourages innocence fo much as the afpeft of an 
equitable judge/ — < But/ returned he, 'thou canft 
not deny thy difobedience ; I myfelf have been under 
thy window ; I myfelf heard the noife of inftrumenU 
and voices ; and yet thou wert found alone in thy 
chamber. What became of thy companions ?' — c I 
had none.' — * Hear me ; thy appearance pleafes and 
interefts me, and thy youth excites my companion. 
I can pardon thee 5 but I infift upon a frank confef- 
fion/ — f No, Seignior, you would furely not pardon 
one who could be bafe enough *to inform again ft his 
friends/ — « Well/ cried.th'e caliph with anger, < every 
Chriftian in Bagdat fhall this day be thrown into 
prifon.' — « They will remain there at moft but a few 
hours,' replied I, with the utmoft tranquillity. — * And 
"who will deliver them V — « Myfelf, Seignior.' — At 
this reply the caliph was mute with aftonifhment, not 
knowing whether he fliould pronounce fentencc 
again ft me, or difmifs me as a man out of his fenfes. 
I refumed, however, my difcourfe : ' Seignior/ fakl 
I, < I can venture to proteft to you, that I have not 
difobeyed your orders ; that I was ajone \ and this 1 
can eafily demonftrate, if you will deign to fend for 
the bureau which is in my chamber. Before you, 
will I open this myfterious piece of furniture ; and 
you will find therein pofitive proof of my innocence^ 
The caliph, whofe furpriie was ftill more increafed* 
immediately commanded what I had fplicited, to be 
done fand my organ was brought into his apartment. 
While I was putting it in-order, the caliph, who 
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waited ,with equal curiofity and impatience the d*± 
nmement of this lingular fcene, repaired to the prin~- 
cefs Abafla, his fifter \ he give her an account of our 
interview, and returned with her in his hand. This 
princefs, wearing a long veilj which concealed both 
her face and fhape, fat down upon the floor, beiide 
her brother, aot far from the organ, and direttly op- 
posite to it. I then aiked the caliph's permiflion to 
fit ; befpre my inftrument ; and at the fame mordent I 
/began to iing and play. As foon as the caliph Heard 
the powerful, and harmonious tones, which imitated 
in fuch perfe&ion the found of flutes, horns, haut- 
bois, and the human voice, hp arofc with tranfport ; 
. f Is it poijBbie/ cried he, * that this piece of furniture 
can be a mufical inftrument l'— « Yes, Seignior/ re- 
plied I, f and I invented it tp mitigate the feverity of 
your prohibition,' — c In profcribmg.tbe meetings/ 
laid the caliph, * my only aim was to reprefe the 
fplendour and folemnity which your ceremoni.es re- 
ceived frpm the union of various voices, and different 
instruments of mufic. I had not forefeen this mar- 
vellous expedient for annulling jny ediftj but it is 
,juft,' added he, « that fuch as are forced to obey, 
fhpuld have more ingenuity than thofe who com- 
mand.' On faying this, he tyrned towards Abafla, 
to alk her what fhe thought of this adyenture. — I 
then heard the moft charming and gentle voice which 
had ever ftruck my ear, requeft him, in terms which 
were highly flattering to me, to reward the inventor 
of fo extraordinary a difcovery. The caliph drew 
near me ; * Young man/ faid he, ( I admire talents, 
I am fond of the arts, and thy perfon pleafes me; I 
am defirous of having an explanation of the mc- 
chanifm of this wonderful machine 5 and I will take 
,care to make your fortune : thus/ continued he, in 
addrefling himfelf tp his fifter, < will you be fatisfied, 
Abafla 5 for I retain both the inftrument and the in- 
ventor ?'— On that very day was I inftalled in the 

palace ; 
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^palace i a fpientfid fyite of apartments was allotted 
me.; I had. many flaves to attend me, and received 
magnificent prefects. I had no fortune, and was de- 
lighted to have made one in fo rapid and fingular a 
manner ; but I. was n,ot lels ftruckwith the defpotiftfi 
which the prince Wended even with the moft diftiq- 
.guifhed of his favours •, for he had difpofed of me as 
a flave, without confuting me, and without conde- 
fcending to inquire whether any particular engage- 
ment formed any pbftacle to his defire of attaching . 
me to him. I made many reflections upon this fub- 
jett, which imprefledme with melancholy fenfations ; 
but I was young, without experience, and was dazzled 
at the great qualities of the prince, who indeed* pof- 
fefles many in a very eminent degree (3). I fliook off' 
all thoughts of the terrible consequences of his def- 
potifm, and entirely . gave myfelf tip to the hopes 
which ambition and fortune created. On the next 
day, the caliph fen* for me to explain the mechanifm 
of the organ. In this demonftration, I perceived, in- 
the courfe of a few minutes^ that he was deficient in 
£he knowledge which was neceffary to give him an 
ipQght into the nature of complicated mechanifm ; 
.and, at the fame time, that his felf-love induced him 
to endeavour to conceal his ignorance. As he had 
/much fenfe and intelligence, I Siould have been able, 
jpn giving him fome idea of firft principles, to have 
demonftrated what he was folicitous to know : but he 
would have a learned explication ; he feigned to un- 
der ft and, what was impoffible for him to compre- 
hend ; and my demonftration was abfolutely ufelefs 
* to him : all he derived from it was, the fecret per- 
fuafion that he had given me a high idea of his know- 
ledge ; and I was mortified at obferving how far th£ 
puerility and pride of the moft enlightened man may 
be carried, when he has been, corrupted by cuftorii 
and the ufe of unbounded power* He difpofed, 
however, of my organ in a manner which highly gra- 
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tified me. The ambaffadors of Charlemagne were 
then at his court ; and the caliph included the inftru- 
ment in the number of the prefents with which he 
/^charged them for their mafter (4)." At this part of 
/: ' Barmecide's narrative, Ifambard ofrferved it was paft 
ten o'clock 5 they agreed to fcpeet again the next day, 
at the fame hour, arid to dedicate the whole evening 
to the reft of a ftory, which the friendship and celt* 
brity of Barmecide rendered fo interefting. 



CHAPTER II. 

THE FRIENDSHIP OF A DESPOT. 

Tou jours foil aroiti£traine un long dclavage. > ' .'-•'•* 
» Racine* ». 

ON the following evening Theobald retired at 
ftYcn o'clock. The three knights repaired to Bar- 
mecide's chamber, who thus went on with his' ftory^ 
«* My favour with the caliph increaftd every hour i 
that prince was extremely fond of reading \ one day 
when he wiihed to read with me an excellent moral 
work upon the duties of man, he arofe from his feat 
in order to ftiut himfelf up in his cabinet, ( What are 
you about,' Seignior ! faid I, c Ah f rather open all 
the doors, an ufeful lecture is a benefit which a prince 
ought not to withhold from his fubje&s' (5). * Bar- 
mecide/ replied he, c it is dangerous to teach the 
multitude to reafon, it will lefien their obedience.* 
« Your friendi feignior,* returned I, * your hero, Char- 
lemagne, does not think in that manner. You know 
with what zeal he endeavours to propagate know- 
ledge.' « His magnanimity leads him aftray,' fard 
Aaron, interrupting him. f Hear me,' continued 
" \ """ he* 
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he, * doft thou imagine it is to be wiflied that ani- 
mals, which bend patiently to our yoke, fhould fee 
endowed with understanding and intelligence? 
Thinkeft thou it would be advantageous to mankind 
that camels and elephants, whofe prodigious ftrength 
is fo fubfervient to our wants and pleafures, fhould be 
able to reflect and reafon ?' — The dark depth of this 
difcotirfe, which contained all the policy of defpo- 
tifm, chilled me with dread ; I at length learned to 
know in what eftimation a fovereign defpot holds the 
people he governs* This barbarous egotifm excited 
my hofrour, and I fecretly determined to abandon the* 
court of a prince I could no longer efteem, as foon as 
I found an occafion to efcape without danger, for I 
had no hopes of obtaining pennifSon to retire. 
Flight could alone rid me of the flavery of his favour, 
or the danger of his difpleafure. Would to heaven 
I had perfevered in my' defign f But an attraction 
more powerful than ambition, fbon fixed my efta- 
blifhmenf at this tempeftuous court* The caliph was 
paflionately fond of the princefs his fitter ; it had 
been his cuftom to pafs all his time wliich he could 
fpare from public affairs, in her company ; but iince 
I had been received into fuch favour, his Vifits became 
lefs frequent, our particular interviews having en~ 
grofFed the greater part of his leifure ; the feVere man*, 
ners of the eaft did not allow my admittance as a third 
perfon to their convcrfations. The caliph himfelf 
had been guilty of great irregularity, in having 
brought her into the apartment in which I was, oA 
the day I exhibited my organ ; he imagined he coetfd-, 
without any ferious confequence, infringe upon this 
facred cuftom for once only, in consideration of io 
extraordinary a circumftance ; but nothing could have 
engaged him to repeat it. He complained of .this £0 
me frequently ; he lamented that ht ctii&l not bring 
two people together whofe fociety was fo agreeable* W 
him. This prince had too much undemanding and 
B 3 knqwledr" 
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knowledge, no£. to feel the abfurdity of this cuftom ; 
but, like all of her tyrants, he was folicitous not to 
make- innovations, utflefs his paflions or his iptereft 
prevailed oyer all political motive?. Ife defpifed jre- 
! JH^i c ? s J y et believing them ufeful to his authority, he 
affefted to refpeft them, and neglected nothing that 
tended to render them venerable in the eyes of the 
multitude. He was continually fpeaking to me of his 
lifter ; he praifed her beauty, her understanding, and 
her fenfibility of difpofition. Thefe conversations did 
not fail to intereft me, and gratitude foon increafed 
both the gratification and the danger of them. -One 
day .he fent for me much earlier than ufual, ' Barme- 
cide, 9 faid he, ' the vizier died fuddenly laft night, I 
have confuited Abafla this morning upon the choice of 
a fucceflor, and at the fame time named fuch as 
jmight have pretentions to the office * fhe excluded 
them all, and told me that the friend of Aaron ap- 
peared to her the only perfon who ought to be nomi- 
nated 5 thus Barmecide, it is you fhe has named/ 
* I, feignior P cried I.—* Yes, yourfelf,' replied the 
caliph, * and I adopt her recommendation. I aip. 
aware, that y/pur yputK will make my choice appear 
extraordinary, but it will give the greater fptendour 
io it } 09 perceiving what I have done for you, every 
one will give you credit for the qualifications which 
could, juftify fuch favour/ — * I ana not worthy of it/ 
returned J, , ' no, feignior,- 1* have neither the requifite 
talents nor experience/ ^iarmecide,' interrupted 
the caliph in a commanding tone, « when I judge you 
capable, fuel), diffidence is not allowable/ — * But, 
feignior, my religion !Vr c I do not require you to ab- 
jure it } all public worihip is prohibited you, and that 
is ajl I prescribe ybeiides, being henceforward con- 
fined to the infide of this palace, you will be lefs than 
ever expofed to the infpe&ion of the people 5 all they 
will know of you, will be your labours, and they wiU 
mot concern themfelve* about your belief. In a word* 
♦ I repeat 
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I repeat to you, that ^rny fHoice and inclination/ will 
juftify every jhing.in the eyes of the public,' 

\ t( After a convention of this kind, it was neceflary 
to confent to the will of a prince wbofc jfavours were 
a$ difficult to be refufed, as was his vengeance to be 
avoided^ j and thus was ft, that at the ago of t;wenty- 
tyro* J&und inyfelf priroe mmifter of a vafl: empire* 
The caliph, who had already extended his goodneft 
to my. brothers, now loaded the^i with favours. He 
did pot confer any public office upon them^ but he 
was deiirous that the brothers of. the vizier fhould 
live in great opulence. They made a worthy ufe of 
their fortune, all their economy wsp confined to per- 
fonal expenfes $ their magnificence appeared only in. 
their gifts, and their alms. I thought as they didt 
the treasures I poflefled from the liberality of the ca- 
liph I diftributed among men of letter^ artu^s, and 
the unfortunate; and, in a ihort time, the Barme- 
cides became celebrated, and dear to the nation, I 
wasfoon fenfible of fill the weieht of the burden I 
had taken upon me. The calyph, as is generally the 
cafe with abfolute fovereigns, was neither fond of la- 
bour, nor public affairs ; he did not extend his views 
beyond the limits of his own r^igq, and ever certain 
of obtaining by an edift whatfcyei: money h? wifbed 
for, he cared but little for the ftate of his finances ; 
1 found them in wretched decay, and my principal 
care was to retrieve them, to cafe the burden of the 
people, and tp maintain ftrift juftic? in all the tribu- 
nals. The raoft happy fuccefs, and the approbation 
of the public, rewarded my toils. The people alone 
are the real difpenfers of glory ; the enthufiafm of 
their gratitude imparts a fJ^arin which captivates and 
transports a generous mind. , ^o the,m I affe&ionate;ly 
-attacned myfelf, and this attachment proved the in- 
ex^auftibie fburpe of pain and unavailing regret. I 
could not enjoy the felicity J- rendered the nation, 
yhen t coafidered tjbpt no inviolable J$w, no liable 

. form 
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form of government, fetured the folidity of it ; 
;*rhen, in fine, I confidered, that either the death of 
Aaron, or my own, would in a moment deftroyali 
my work. I fometimes endeavoured, but in Vain, to 
infpire the caliph with a folicitude which appeared to 
'me To natural j his heart, corrupted by pride^ could 
neither participate, nor even conceive Iti* One^da# 
as he appeared affected at the homage the pfc#pie f had 
paid him; f tender-hearted people/ cried f, c what 
would become of you if Aaron no longer exifted !*i-f 
At thefe words I faw joy fparkle in the caliph's eye. 
« Yes, yes/ faid he, * then would they feel the pro- 
per value of all I am doing for them.'— < But, feig- 
nior,' returned I, * if yourfucceffor fhoujd abiife the 
abfolute power, which in your hands Is fo worthily 
employed ! — if thefe people, whom you love, fhould 
groan under oppreffion ?' — « They will regret me the 
more keenly/ replied the caliph. This horrid ex- 
preffion flopped my mouth, it deftroyed the feeble 
hopes I had encouraged, and , I murmured at fate* 
which chained. me in the court of this inflexible 
defpot, inftead of having placed me under fuch a 
prince as Charlemagne. 

" Two years, however, elapfed, fince the period 
in which I was invefted with the office of vizier ; but 
unremitting toils of application, and a growing me- 
lancholy at length undermined my health, and endan- 
gered my life ; the caliph manifefted on this occafion 
-all the anxious difquietude of friendfhip ; this priheer 
was fond of whatever was agreeable or necefiary to 
him ; to contribute to his amufement, or be ufeful' ta 
him, were the fole means of Securing his attachment ; 
he would then be capable of the moft amiable proce- 
dure and attentions. He placed fo much value upon: 
}k\s affection, that he thought it could alone entitle 
the perfon.who was the object of! it to' his familiarity, 
and it the fame time, that it ought to infpire un- 
bounded devotednefs in return $ I was but too well 

afiured, 
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afluried, that pri^e and per fonannterefl: wef e . £he firft 
fpririgs, and the fole 4>afis of bis' conduct and fenti- 
mentsj yet hiskindnefs for me yyas fo.'conftarft, that 
it wats impoffible not to.be affe&ed at it ; 1 loved him, 
and not being able to deceive my/elf* refpefting what 
he was, t often 4 delighted to coniider whar he might 
havt been with andther education, and in a different 
condition, of life ; Tthen faw htm the niari> whom I 
Should have choferi for iny moil intimate friend 5 for 
iiatuf e had laviihed upon him every thing that could 
infereft and peffuade 5 he had corrupted the gifts of 
nature to fuch a degree, that with extenfive know- 
ledge, a fuperior understanding, atid eracefulnefs of 
addrefs, he tfas yet unamiable, even iri the intercouffe 
of intimajtyl He referred every thing to himfelf, 
fpdke only of himfelf ; his friend was condemned to 
aft the eternal part of confidant and admirer; his 
private converfations had never any charm for me, ex- 
cept when he talked of the prlncefs, his fitter, and 
of her he was continually fp^akittg. , I liftened, for a 
long while, with pleafure, to the praifes' he gave 
her ? afterwards this converfation impreffed roe with 
certain painful fenfations, which I was unable to de- 
fine, and which at the fame time becanie ftill morel 
engaging ; I always was ready to favour, its intro- 
duction, or to prolong its duration. I had been much 
affefted at the manner in which the prlncefs had re- 
commended me to the office of vizier ; and I aftribed 
to gratitude the extr6me intereft fhe infpired me with. 
Since that period, the caliph frequently mentioned 
that ftie fpoke of me 5 fhe was proud, he faid, of my 
fucceffes and conduft. Thefe difcourfes funk deep 
into my memory, they were inceflatitly renewed ; ! 
ftill recollected the fweet found of the voice Ihad 
heard the day I was in the fame apartment with her ; 
I confidered, with , pleafure, that after the caliph, I 
was the only man in the world fiie had ever beheld ; 
1 ventured to believe fhe had preferred the memory 
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of . jbat; incident i tjb^ proo.% of attention, afld rftefm, w 
which fye had fince given pie* confirmed tliat, id^a-i 
in £n€, 1 reprefenied her to my fancy in al£ tnc 
charms with which the caliph had depicted her ; and 
'AJjafla foon becanie the objeft of all my Veyeries. 
Whenever I was. able to undeceive miyfelf re'fpe#ijig 
the ienfations I Fel|:,: I deplored, with bittefneifs/^ 
folly of fo grange a nature ;,my melancholy ihc^afed 
py tfrefe reflections, and then it was that the decline 
pf my healtJv gave the caliph fo much concern and 
jpain. The phyficians of the court were conflicted,"' 
and they declared their opinion that my cafe wa§ mor- 
tal; however, I ilill continued my labour^,, and at- 
tended as ufual, at the appointed Hours, upon the \ 
caliph y for in the. commerce of princes, &e beft 
loved courtier is. the moft enflaved ; methodical in 
friendfhip, hecaufe they cannot feel that dear and 
eafy independency which conftitutes the charms of " 
intimate connexion, they command their rendezvous, 
they have their hours of confidence and effiifion of 
heart, as in vanaMv fixed as their hours, of audience." 
When Barmecide was at this part of his narrative^, 
a knocking was heard at tfye chamber door. Ifam- 
bard arofe, and opening it, readily pardoned the in- 
terruption, when he faw Lancelot enter, who in- 
formed them, that having been a month at the court 
of Beatrice, that princefs had this day charged him 
with an important commiflion for Theobald, Lan- 
celot added, that he had arrived at the moment in 
which the old man was retiring to reft, and that, 
after having delivered his comrniffion, knowing his 
friends were^in the caftle, he could not refift the in- 
clination he felt to embrace them before he went 
away. Ifarobard afked Lancelot many queftions re- 
lative to the court of Beatrice. " You will find 
there," faid Lancelot, " feveral French knights ; An- 
jjilbert, young Roger, Archamtald, and fome others * 
yon will likewife fee Oger the Dane, who is W lately 

arrived.'* 
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. arrived." At thefc words, IfambanJ began to laugh, 
op recpjledting the cottage of Oger, arjd his ftory. 
* € Vfe have ftjil a warrior," refumed Lancelot, " who 
might be named jn the number of the French, on ac- 
count of his attachment to Charlemagne j it is Gri- 
maldo, duke of Beneventum. Although the }>ro£her- 
jn-law of Adalgife # , and a prince, yet he is grateful, 
formerly a hoftage at the court of France, and diying 
to the generqfity of the emperor both bis education 
and his dominions, he feels, as he ought, the value 
pf -fuch uncommon favours ; and far from uniting 
with the enemies of Charlemagne, he has hitherto 
ever fought againft them (6). Yqu will find fome 
other princes on our fide, Theudon, fcing of Panno- 
nia, and the foijr fonsof duke Airaon" (7). 

After thefe particulars refpe&ing the warriors, they 
fpofce of th$ duchefs, and the ladies of the court. 
Lancelot launched out in the praife of Beatrice in 
fuch a manner, that the three knights judged he was 
in love with her. « I do not poffefs fo much teme- 
rity," replied Lancelot : " the infenfibility pf which 
fhe had given fo much proofs and which has affembled 
US all about b^r, is a prefervative from the danger of 
her charms » among us, hitherto, the king of Pan- 
noniaonly has ventured to declare himfelf her lover, 
for kings have no doubt of any thing 5 I fufpeft,. be- 
fidesj .that the laft of the four fons of Aimon, the 
youthful (Guichaxd, loves her in fecret ; but he is fo 
timid, that the war, whatever its duration may be, 
will certainly be over before he will venture to make 
known his love. For my own part, I have declared 
myfelf the knight of the young and charming Delia, 
the favourite of Beatrice ; with a countenance expref- 
five of the tendered fenfibility, and enchanting fweet- 
nefs of manners, fhe has a heart as inacceffible to 

• A* wetf as Taffiiton, duke pf Bavaria ; be had married a 
fkntfhfrr iff Didiflf* 

love 
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lave as that of Beatrice ; f have many rivals, and we 
are ! all treated with like indifference. The other 
young ladies, attached to the duchefs, are all diftin- 
guifhed by the graeefulnefs of their perfons, and the 
cultivation of their minds. But you will meet there 
a lady renowned for her beauty, her virtue, and the 
glory of having withftood the paffion of the greateft 

. prince upon earth." " What !" cried Ifambard, 

" is Amalberga at the palace of Beatrice ?" « She 
has taken the fureft meafure," replied Lancelot, 
" that of flying from court ^ but if, as it is believed, 
flie fecretly loves the emperor, how wiH (he be able to 
forget him ? the fame of that hero purities her every 
where" (8). Oliver likewife afked feveral queftions 
relative to the confederate princes* " I have been 
twice in their camp," anfwered Lancelot, " they are 
much fuperior in numbers to us, and have many 
chiefs among them very formidable for their talents 
and valour. Among others, Gerold, and the duke 
of Spoletto, and two more princes, paffionate ad- 
mirers of Beatrice, Henry, duke of Friuli,i and' the 
ambitious Hartrad, count of Thuringia ; they alft>« 
expeft Conftantine, prince of Greece, ana fon of the 

? famous Irene" (9). After all thefe explanations, Lan*- 
celot affurcd the two friends, that Beatrice, being in«- 
formed of their arrival, expected them with impa- 
tience ; they promifed to join her ftandard the day 
after the morrow, and Lancelot took his. leave* ancL 
returned the feme evening. 
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CHAPTER III. 
THE GOLDEN HERB. 



• All blcft Secrets, 



' AM you unpublished virtues of the earth, 
Spring with my tears ; be aidant and remediate 
In the good man's diftrefs. 

King Lear. Shakespeare. 

LANCELOTS vifit having taken up the remain- 
ing part' of the evening, Barmecide promifed to finifh 
hisftory themext day, and he thenrefumed it in the 
following terms. 

« I was in the declining ftate of health I have de- 
fcribed, and, as I have already faid, ftill attended 
upon Aaron at the accuftomed hours. One day, after 
a long interview^ at the moment I was gqing to take 
my Teave of him, he detained me for a while. ( I 
had liked to forget/ faid he, * a thing, which ap- 
pears to "me fi> chimerical, that it is hardly worth 
talking to you about j but it at leaft will prove the 
intereft my fitter takes in the pain your indifpofition 
occafions me. You mutt know that .AbafTay though 
born ' with a good underftanding, poflefles all the 
credulity, which perfect innocence, andrthe education 
of a feragiio,' can create. She has been brought up 
by an old female flave named Nour^ha, \and in whom 
fhe places all fyer confidence. Noiiraha, knowing the 
condition you were in, has been consulting, I know 
not what empiric, who, in her opinion, is a wonder- 
ful perfonage. " This man has told her, that there 
exifts upon theliitnmit of. a high mountain, in the 
neighbourhood of Bagdat, a miraculous plant, very 
difficult to be cKfcovered, which would" infallibly cure 
you. It might indeed be poflibje, that a pl^nt, the 
virtues df which are but little 'known, might contain 
fome which' wbuld prove beneficial in your cafe 5 but 

wha* 
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what entirely deftroys my hopes in that refpeft, is 
the extravagant defcrjption which the empiric makes 
of this fabulous 'plant. My fitter iias given me this 
defcrlption, which I will fpare you.'-r^flere I inter- 
rupted the caliph, in order to exprefs the curiofity I 
felt to hear it ; « Well/ faid he, * fince you are de- 
termined to amufe yourfelf" with that folly, I am 
going to read it to you \ upon which he read as 
follows : 

« By permiffion of Almighty God, and his divine 
prophet, there exifts upon the top of ^mountain fail- 
ward of Bagdat, a marvellous plant, named /TA* 
Golden Herb ; becaufe it has the poorer, to change the 
moft common metals into gold. It" can likewife cure 
aU the ills of man and child by a fingle touch \ bujt to 
'.man it is invifible; a pure and shafte womari has 
foiely the right of breaking it from its 'ftalk without 
danger; fhe who has not pf eferved her innocence 
will die on endeavouring to pluek it'. £b* Golden-Herb 
muft be fought for during the calm of the ipghj pnlyj 
jt then fliines like a lucid,taper, it is only to pe found 
in places planted with cedars {id)! 

< "You are aware,' faid Aaron, 'what credit is! clule 
to a phyfician who recommends fuch a reme.cly 5 yet 
my fifter entertains no doubts of the efficacy of .the 
recipe •, in confequence of which, flve isrdefn*oust^t 
fcarch fhouldbe made after this admirable pljmt,, and 
fhe has afked my permiffion to fei>d old Nouraha this 
very night to the mountain, attended by Nafuf, ft ttote 
chief Of her flaves. I have confent^d for this fright 
only, finding it impoffible to remove her^ credulity/ 
After having /expreflfed my gratitude at fuch affec- 
tionate kmdhefs/ 1 quitted the caliph. My heart was 
fo full, that the inftant I found myfeljf alone, I coulfl 
not fapprefs my tears* A 'thoufandidi^ere^fc, fenfa- 
tipns agitated me %i the fame moment y after m,uch 
reflexion, and impelled on by a define whicJJiL J could 
not overcome, I fent for Nafijf i I kpe^ that flave ; 

he 
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he owed his place to me, and he was intireiy at my 
devotion. He immediately appeared $ iind after 
having informed him of what, the caliph had told me, 
I inquired if Nouraha knew him ? he replied, that, 
Nouraha having been always confined to .the inmoft 
py t of the princefs's palace, he had never feen her* 
I then declared, that I had an odd fancy to examine 
what fteps this flave would take in order to difcover 
the ^marvellous plant. Nafuf objefted, that I could 
not fee her, becaufe fhe muft quit me at the foot of 
the mountain, no man being allowed to be prefent at 
the fearch* after The Golden Herb. I pretended, 
that I would conceal myfelf to obferve her, and in 
fine, I afked him to fubftitute me in his ftead ; we 
promifed each other inviolable fecrefy, and he con- 
tented to what I fo ardently defired, well perfuaded, 
that Nouraha would always imagine fixe had been con- 
ducted by Nafuf. I waited for night with inexpreifi- 
ble impatience, and, at the appointed hour, being 
difguifed in the garments cf Nafuf, I repaired to a 
little door of the palace which opens towards the 
country., I gave two raps : fome minutes after the 
door half opened ; a female, covered #ith a long 
Veil, made her appearance ; another femaft, who ac- 
companied her, afked me who I was. 1 anfwered in 
a low voice, lam Nafuf; at thefe words one of them 
went out, the cloor was fliut to, and we began our 
walk. My companion trembled and tottered at every 
ftep fhe took ; I was more confufed than herfelf, but 
kept profound filence. We continued for a quarter of 
an hour to walk along the banks of the Tigris j We < 
therx traverfed a fmall wood, at the end of which we 
difcovered the foot of the mountain. My timid com- 
panion drew back her arm which fhe had patted under 
mine, and made me a fign with her hand to with- 
draw. I inftantly obeyed. The night was clear and 
bright j I perceived an enormous rock at a fmall dis- 
tance from me \ I drew that way, and concealed my- 

fclf 
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felf behind the rock among the flmibs ; 1 placed my- 
felf infuch a manner as to be able to obferve through 
the branches the perfon whofe motions infpired me 
with fo much intereft. — She flood for fome time mo- 
tionlefs.; I then obfervcd her prepare to lift up her 
veil. O prtfentiment, of love ! the converfation with 
the caliph made me penetrate what pride and pre- 
emption would never have ventured to imagine, but 
what love fhould have divined ! Yes j I expected to 
find Abaffafubflituted in the place of her flave, that 
Atiafia, whofe charming countenance I had never be- 
held ;-— and, in truth, it was flie herfelf ! She lifted 
up her veil j the moon flied fufficient light to enable 
me to diftinguifh her features 5 I faw her fide-face 
only, but I was not lefs (truck with her tranfcendent 
beauty, I expected indeed to fee her, but fo wide is 
the difference between the beft founded hope and real 
certitude, that I felt almoft as much furprifeas delight 
on this occafion. She ftretched forth her arms to- 
wards heaven, and fell down upon her knees : c Su- 
preme being/ cried fhe> « O thou, the fovereign ar- 
biter of our deftiny, deign to hear arid conduct me ! 
My hands are innocent, my heart is tender, thou 
knoweft it. — If thou wilt have a victim, I devote my- 
felf without regret or ftruggle y take my life, it is 
ufelefs", but prolong the valuable exiftence of the be- 
nefactor of this empire/ — Scarce had (he finiihed ut* 
peering thefe words, when, impelled by a movement 
. which was impoffible to reprefs, I ilew towards her, 
t and threw myfelf at her feet : (he inftantly knew me, 
; and drawing back with terror, c O Barmecide/ cried 
fhe, ' to what dreadful peril doftthou venture to ex- 
pofe thyfelf * !' On faying this, fhe haftily let down 
her veil, and endeavoured to go away ; I detained 
* f her, and faid all the paiBonate things that love and 

• It is well known, that any man, who faw one of the wives or 
relations of the calipk without a veil, incurred the penalty of death. 
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gratitude could infpire : fhe repliecfconly with fobs arid 
tears. I held her robe faft, and conjured her to 
liften to me, but fhe ftill made vain efforts to efcape. 
« Ah, I too plainly fee,' faid I, < that compaffion only ; 
led you here 5 well, Abafla, if I am not the moft 
happy of men, punifhme for having been one of the 
moft daring. Yes^ I caii venture to adore you* I 
have ventured to believe that the fame fentiments 
wliich drew me here, had likewife been your guide* 
I am now fatally undeceived, but having enjoyed but 
for a few moments only fuch an error, can I fupport 
my exiftence after it is removed ? Forbear, forbear an 
unavailing' fearch, fince I am not loved, for pity at 
Icaft let me die.' In (peaking thus I let go her robe ; 
Abafla continued motiortJefs, and heaving a deep 
figh, ' Ungrateful man !* exclaimed fhe. At this 
word, fo dear to my heart, I feized her trembling 
hand*, and kifled it with rapture! * O heavens/ faid 
Abafla, all difmayed, f can I be flill worthy to difco- 
ver the plant which can fave thy life ?' — Love alone 
had the power of drfpeHing the fears of the credu- 
lous ajad tender Abafla : fhe fuffered me to perfuadc 
her, that The Golden Herb cotfld not cure a melan- 
choly of which ihe herfelf was the real caufe; and 
fhe now indulged the happinefs of ,expreiHng, with- 
out .constraint, the fentiments which lifid been fo long 
concealed in the inmoft recefles of her foul. But 
foon the dreadful idea of an eternal feparation arofe 
to taiut the.delight of this tender converfe ;^ the caliph 
had allowed, for one night only, the refearch after 
The Golden Herb. Abafla, in a few minutes, was 
going to return to the feraglio, and there to fhut up 
herfelf for ever. However, we were lefs unhappy 
than before this interview had taken place j we had 
no hopes, it is true, but were both certain of being 
beloved ! — We contrived means of holding correfpon- 
dence together, not by letter, for that was impoffible, 
£>ut by agreeing to certain figns, which were expref- 

five 
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five of aflurance of fidelity, of love, and of the de- 
fire to meet again ; and the caliph himfelf, without 
being at all able to fufpect it, was to be every, day the 
interpreter of our fentiments. We were forced to 
feparate two hours before day-light ; our farewel was 
as afflicting as it was tender, and if you have ever 
loved, you ought to conceive what we felt, when 
flopping at the door of the feraglio, and obliged to 
give the fignal of our arrival, I faw the fatal door 
open which was -foon to fhut upon Abafia, and fe-* 
parate me from her for ever ! 

" From that moment love became the predominant 
fentiment ef my, heart ; the violent agitation it had 
produced, the endearing occupation it every inftant 
afforded, foon relieved me from the languid condition 
into which I had been thrown by labour, difquietude, 
and forrow. -As foon as we are loved, we are never 
without hope -, and however unfortunate it may prove, 
a mutual affection fuffufes an intereft over our whole 
life, which fills up every vacuity, and for which no- 
thing can compenfate. Frequently, on an evening, 
I vifited the foot of the mountain where I had; Teen 
Abafia, and there wrapped in delicious melancholy, I 
enjoyed my remembrances, and even my regret !— 
Every morning I pafied under a window of the 
feraglio ; I there contemplated with delight a fuf- 
pended veil, which, in fpight of the prodigious 
height of the windows, I could diftinguifh through 
two iron bars *, this was one of the myfterious fignals 
of Abafia ; I replied to it by throwing a (tone againft 
the wall ; and I was certain the noife would exprefs 
the fentiment I felt, and that love knew how to inter- 
pret it. On a certain day of every week, I went upon 
the Tigris with a numerous band of muficians; I 
knew that Abafia, from one of the terraces of her 
-palace, was lending an attentive ear to this concert, 
of which fhe herfelf was the object. The muficians 
filled a large bark, as for my felf I was alone in a 
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ftnall fkiff, brratfjer, I was withAbaflaj I fancied I 
heard and faw her, and fiirely I faw h£r ; imagination^ 
imparted to me. her fentiments during this e^qarfion, 
which thus created a .portion of the delight which a 
rendezvous affords to a happy lover. I repaired every t 
day to the caliph at the appointed hour, and this vifit 
was now grown extremely interefting tor *ne ;♦ Aaron 
never received, me but upon leaving his fitter, and I" 
was certain that he would, without his having the leaft , 
fufpiciori of it, bear me fome dear token: of the re- 
membrance of the ingenuous and tender AbaflV, at 
one time, while I was with him, a Have came to offer 
the caliph^ on the part of the prjncefs, a bafket filled 
with flowers; Aaron received the prefent, but I knew 
that myfelf was the fole objeclof • the meffage. . Love 
itill furnifhed ine. with pur$r and dearer gratifications \ 
Abafia had honoured me with the glorious title of 
benefaBor of the empire*, It was incumbent on me to 
juftify fuch ,a title. What delight did this idea blend 
with my labours ! Each beneficent edict was publifhed 
in the ftreets, and in* the courts of the palace : I 
dared to indulge the idea, that on hearing thefe pro- 
clamation^ Abafia fecretly congratulated herfelf on 
the choice fee had made. She had founded feverajl 
afylums of hofpitality * : I took delight in augmenting 
them, in adding to their endowments, and rendering 
-them, by their magnificence and utility, worthy of 
the name of her who had founded them. 

" Four months had,elaoftd fince the happy night 
in which I hadften Abafia. It was. now the middle 
of autumn ; one morning .the caliph fentibr me, and 
when I entered ,t he palace he cam? forth to meet me, 
and taking me by the arm, faid he wifhed to take a 
little excurfion with me. When we were out of the 

* We read in the hiftory of the Ajabs and Turks, that almoft all 
the prjncetfes and fultanas employed, a portion -of their treasures to 
form public cfbbHflnneatt of *<iu$ nature. 
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palace, * I am going to (how you,' faid he, laughing, 
* fomethmg very curious, and Which lias been kept a 
fecret from me,* for I only heard df it yefterday even- 
iiig/— The manner in which the Caliph fpoke was 
fufficient to'banifh all difquietude ; % yet obferving that 
he conducted me towards the mountain, I felt a violent 
emotion; I begged him to explain himfelf. ' < No/ 
replied he, « I am defirous vou fhould have the plea- 
fure of being taken by furprife.' As he faid thefe 
words, I caft my eyes towards the mountain, and per- 
ceived, with great aftonifliment, a magnificent obe- 
iHk/conftru&ed with white marble, erefted on the 
very fpot wliere I had thrown myfelf at AbafiaV feet ; 
on drawing nearer, I faw befide the rock a large tent 
open on one fide, in which was a fingle feat. < All 
this/ faid Aaron, * is the work of my fitter ; fhe 
wifhed to immortalize the nofturnal excurfion of her 
Nouraha, for fhe does not conceive that ever woman 
could have undertaken a more hardy and perilous en- 
terprife than to wander alone, and unveiled, over that 
rugged mountain. Abafla has caufed this obeliflc to 
be framed, together with this hofpitable tent for the 
weary traveller, or for fuch as come in queft of The 
Golden Herb; and a multitude of workmen, by her 
orders, have laft night erected thefe glorious monu- 
ments of the courage of Nouraha.' After this ex- 
plication, which touched me to the foul, I remarked 
a long inferiptron upon the obelifk ; I was drawing 
nearer to it, but the caliph holding me'; c Before you 
.read this inscription/ faid he, l I muft communicate 
fome trifling particulars, of which I did not inform 
you at the time, becaufe they could only intereft 
Abafla from whom I received H them. You muft know 
then, that Nouraha, doubtlefs to make a merit of 
h, gave her a pompous account of her wanderings 
over the mountain \ Nouraha pretended, that flie faw 
The Golden Herb glitter, but at the moment flie en- 
deavoured to pluck it, the wonderful, plant fujddenly 

difappeared ; 
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$fappeared ; in fine, Nouraha, after a moment of 
fanguine delight, quitted the mountain in the deepeft 
ibrrow 5 flie (topped near the rock, and there &• 
wept ; the infeription gives, in a figurative ftyle, an 
account of theft different occurrences* now you will 
be able to tmderftand k ; read, and remember that 
it is Nouraha who fpeaks/ — At thefe words I drew 
near the obelifk, and read fome Arabic verfes, of 
which the following is a literal tranflation. 

< I came here the fifteenth of the moon of faphar, 
guided by the pureft of all fentiments. My happi- 
ness at firft furpafied my expectation $ my eyes con* 
templated what I dared not hope to fee i tranfported 
with delight, I then knew that the fupreme good was 
no chimera 1 But this enchantment endured only aft 
inftant, it is paiTed away, and leaves me an eternal 
regret, an indelible remembrance ! O thou, who art 
drawn here by a fimilar fentiment, itpofe ki that 
afylum, and in thy vows forget not her who has pre- 
pared it for thee.' 

" I experienced fiich emotion on pending this in-, 
gentious and touching infeription, that the •excefs of 
my confufion might have betrayed me, had the caUpfet 
obferved it ; hut fo far was he from fufpefting the 
truth, that the condition I was in wholly efcaped bfc> 
notice. He remarked only that the name -of Nou- 
raha had been forgotten upon the obeltfk, and that, 
but one feat was to be found in the tent, circum- 
ftances which he imputed entirely to the negligence of 
*he workmen. 

A « On that very evening, however, I told *he ca- 
liph, that having reflected on the importance which 
the princefs attached to the.enterprife of Nouraha, 
and that aft having been performed with a* view of re- 
ftoring me to health, I confidered it was my ow» 
duty to celebrate it Hkewife ; Aaron replied that it 
would prove ;a certain means of paying my court to 
his lifter. Thus authorifed by the caliph, I fent in 
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<jueft of artifts who ihould pafc the night in forming, 
tinder my own infpfe&ion, the plan of a fuperb tem* 
frte, upon tine froat of which I wrote thefe words, 
T9 Gratitude. On the following day, attended by a 
numerous foite, I went to the foot of the mountain* 
«nd laid myfetf tine firft ftone of the edifice. I then 
repaired to "the caliph, I put the plan of this monu- 
ment into his hands, entreating him to lay it before 
the princefs. This anfwer was not fo expreflive as 
the letter flie had written me upon the obeiiik ; I 
could impart a fingle fentiment only, and fh^ad 
betn aMe to e*prefs all me felt ; but at leaftl en- 
deavoured, that the temple I was confecrating to her 
flioxild become one of the nobleft monuments of the 
tapkal of that great empire. This temple was im* 
menfely large j its infide was covered with yellow* 
antique, an^f .decorated with columns of amethyft, 
On entering, *the objed that firft ftruck the fight was 
a ftatue of white marble, representing a woman con* 
cealed under a veil, and placed upon a magnificent 
pedeftal ornamented with gilt bronze : at the foot of 
the ftatue ftood in altar, upon which a perfume con- 
tinually afcendedfrom an alabafter vafe, and formed 
3fe bdordus and myfterious cloud, which -reached to 
tM height of the ftatue 5 this was the facred fire, 
wfeicii Icattfed to be fed night and day with religious 
attention ; between the columns were placed capa- 
cious vafes of porphyry, filled with flowers.. Avail* 
ing rflyfclf of the ftreams which iffued from the rocky 
part of £he mountain, I conftrufted various fountains. 
Within the i emple. This edifice had file grand en- 
trances, the folding doors of which were fhut in the 
night orily, and were concealed in the thicknefs of the 
Walls,' while the fun illumined the horizon ; but fix 
Bght meets 6f limpid water, falling from the top of 
tftdfe 1 entrances, formed, during the day, fix tran- 
sparent blinds, which, by touching a fingle fpring, 
were lowered or ftopped at pleafure. Thefe brilliant 
"* curtains 
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curtains preferved a delicious coolnefs through the 
whole edifice ; moreover, being perfuaded that alt 
magnificence, whatever might be the motive, is only 
vain ornament, when it contributes not to public uti* 
lity ; and thinking befides, that 3 beneficent inftitit* 
tion would prove , a homage moft worthy of Abafia, 
I placed in theperiftyle of the ternple a kind of box* 
upon wfyich was read an infeription to the following- 
purport ; 

« If any unfortunate and opprefied people be yet 
to be found, in the dominions of the mpft.juft and 
generous of princes, let them here depofit their 
grievances. I'heir complaints fhall be read every day, 
and their ills redreffed. For Barmecide is defirous, , 
that henceforward all they, who come to the foot of 
this mountain, fhall be led thither by hope, and find 
happinefs there.' 

" The laft lines of this infeription retraced my own. 
adventure ; I flattered myfeif that Abafla would com- 
prehend my meaning •, in fa£t, fhe did not mifunder- 
ftand me, the caliph having obferved, that fhe read 
the laft fentence with tender approbation. In order 
to render this fpot celebrated, I instituted a public 
feftival for the people, on the anniverfary of the re- 
search of the. golden herb ; it was celebrated each re- 
turning year, to the very period of my flight, in me- 
mory of the event it confecrated ; it did not begin till 
night, and was not over till three hours before day- 
break. The caliph was not at all aftonifhed at what 
I had done in this refpect ; , he knew, that by choice I 
led a fimple and even frugal life, but that I difplayed 
the utmoft magnificence in all works of beneficence 
and public utility. . It appeared befides to him. exceed- 
ingly natural, that knowing, as I did, better than any 
one, his extreme tenclernefs for Abafia, and the ex- 
traordinary afcendancy that young princefs had over 
his mind, I fhduld have availed myfeif with eagernefs 
of this favourable occafion of rendering a fplendid 
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homage to the fitter of my fovereign and benefa&ar- 
There is, indeed, no danger that princes fhoukl ever 
be furprifed at what is done for them ; the moft paf- 
fionate attachment, and the groffeft flattery, cannot 
produce an aft of devotednefs or magnificence fuffi- 
cient to aftonifh them. Notwithstanding the x prodi- 
gious number of artifts and workmen which I em* 

N ployed in the conftru&ion of my temple, the work at 
the end of five' months was not yet finimed ; at that 
period a war broke out,; I had for two years paft 
exerted my anxious endeavours to prolong peace, 
which is fo Jieceffary to public welfare ; but whent 
found that war was neceflary, f I was defiroos to declare 
it 5 I had a double motive for courting glory, fince it 
appeared to me that glory alone could reconcile me to 
the frightful diftance which would feparate me from 
Abaffa. A little. while previous -to my entering into 
the miniftry, I had made a fingle campaign in the late 
-war- under the eyes of "the caliph.; .-this prince, juftly 
renowned, for his military talents, had judged of mine 
in fo favourable a way, that he would-theh have raifed 
me to the firft rank had not the enemy accepted a 
peace. on the caliph's own conditions. Encouraged by 
this remembrance, and knowing that the caliph would 

v not take the field during the firft campaign, I ventured 
to aik for the command of the army, and I obtained 
it. This campaign bailed three months, and was 
crowned with a continual fucceffion of victory and 
triumph, and what constituted its gfeateft glory, it 
was followed by a peace. The caliphhad himfelf been 
too much accuftomed to fuccefles of this nature, to be 
envious of them in another ; he was on the contrary 
highly flattered, that a young man of twenty-five 
only, of whom iie had made choice in preference to 
fo many veterans, fhould have achieved fo fplendid an 
expedition. My entry into Bagdat was triumphant. 
The people in crowds ran to meet me, and efcorted 
to to the gates of the palace ; the flxouts of joy of 

Xhat 
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ttats generous people inebriated me with delight ; a 
delight fo much the more delicious *to me, as it was 
impoflible that Abafia did not hear their acclamations^ 
0, how I loved that people whe* afforded me fo fweef 
a triumph, that people whofe gratitude will for ever 
illuftrate the name of Barmecide ! — The praifes of | 
poets immortal ife their own talents alone 5 the favours | 
of fovereigns beftow only an artificial grandeur which j 
vaniQies away, at their difpleafure, but the acclamation ■. 
of the people conftitutes real renown. - As Iwa9pro-» 
ceeding up the firft flight of fteps which led to the pa«* 
lace, I perceived the caliph on the top of them. He 
held a wreath of laurel in his hand, and came down 
to meet me. "When I came near him, I flopped, and, 
agreeably to the oriental cuftom, I bent one knee \ar 
the ground. < That/ faid he, obferving my atti-> 
tude, i is a homage rendered to birth, here is one to 
heroHmj' on faying thefe words he placed upon my 
head the wreath of laurel. • The people applauded 
this act with inexpreflible tranfport, the caliph lifted 
me up, and taking me under the arm, led me into the 
palace. When we were, together in his cabinet, « Bar- 
mecide/ faid he, « in you I have juft been crowding 
valour and military talents ; but innocence and fenfi- 
bility will likewife prefent a well earned tribute to him 
whofe exploits have given peace to the empire ; receive 
this olive wreath, formed by the hands of Abaffa % 
flie has charged me to prefent it to the heroic pacifica- 
tor? At thefe words I proftrated myfelf, and feizing 
the calip'h's hand, I watered it with tears ! — He was 
himfelf much affected 5 we remained mute for a few 
moments, when the caliph refumjng his difcourfe, 
, « Go,' faid he, « and take fome repofe, return here 
to-morrow at the fame hour.- — To-morrow ! — Barme- 
cide, you (hall be fenilble of all the efteem and friend- 
Chip I have for you.' Thefe laft words he uttered 
fvith a tendernefs which penetrated my very foul ; not 
daring to aik him any queftions, I withdrew, as he 

had 
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had ordered, but in a condition utterly rmpoffiblc fa 
defcribe. Intoxicated with glory and felicity, I pafied 
the whole night in reflecting upon the laft words' of 
the caliph, upon his emotion, and on the invaluable 
wreath of olive conferred upon me.— He was to give 
<me the greateft proof of efteem and friendjhip I — I was 
inverted with the moft eminent employment, I en- 
5oyed an immenfe fortune from his bounty ; what 
farther couidLhe have to beftow ? — My heart dared to* 
•anticipate ^jgand in vain my reafon combated the 
idea : a thpufand remembrances, a thoufarid circum- 
fiances I recollected, confirmed me in the dear^ft and 
moft daring hope : at length, I had no doubt but that 
the caliph intended to give me the hand of Abaffa. 
This idea infpired me with unbounded gratitude ; I 
feverely condemned myfelf for the opinion I had hi- 
therto entertained of his difpofition i I taxed myfelf. 
witk injuftice and unthankfulnefs \ I could no longer 
conceive how I could have thus judged of a prince, 
who appeared to me the moft perfect model of ar 
friend and fovereign. I framed ex cufes for every 
thing that had fhoeked me in his conduct j I was fen- 
fible only of his great' qualities and the favours lie had 
conferred. In a word, he became as dear to me as my 
love itfelf ; O were princes but aware of all the ad- 
vantage they might derive from thofe they govern ; 
did they know to what pitch of enthufiafm and ido- 
latry they might lead them, they would perhaps fet a 
higher value upon this kind of domination ! 

" You may eafily imagine the ardent impatience 
with which I expected the hour of rendezvous which 
the caliph had appointed me.. It was impoflible not 
to be there before the time ; he was not at all fur- 
priied at this, and making me fit down by him, he 
held the following difcourfe. * € You have rendered 
me eminent fervices ; your cares and your labours have 
relieved me from the weight of public affairs ; your 
converfe has made me tafte the Tweets of focial intir- 

courfe j 
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&titfe i difgufted by repetition, fatigued by the diftU 
pationof noify and tumultuous amuferaents* /grow** 
callous to pleafure arid even to glory, friendfhip is be- 
come neceflary to my happineftl •, I love but yourfclfi 
and my lifter, and, as you are fenfible, I have long 
lamented that I could not receive at the feme time, 
two perfons I held fo dear, Abafla can only appear, 
before me or her hufband \ lofFer you her hand, Bar- 
mecide, but on a condition which doubtlefs will 
feem fevere to you.' — Here the caliph paufed y I was* 
fo violently affected that I was fearful of betray jug* 
what I felt by my reply 3 I had taken a refolutibij, 
before hand to reftrain my tranfports, and to expreft 
only a refpeclful gratitude'; I therefore bowed, and 
cafting down my eyes, keptfilence. Aaron refumiogf 
his difcourfe ; c I am going to open my heart to you/ 
iaid he, € Abafla appears to me a perfon of fuch highs 
accomplishments, that,, were Ihe not my lifter, mar- 
riage would have united us= together •, but fince ther 
moft amiable and moft beautiful woman in the eaft 
cannot become the wife of Aaron, no other has *> 
right to pofiefs her ; befides, I ought not to fuffer, • 
that the blood of Ali fhould be contaminated by a fb» 
reign alliance, and you muft be aware that the ne-* 
phews of your brothers cannot be mine * (11). Thus-' 
I give my friend the hand of my fifter, but I cannot ' 
allow him to afiume the rights of a hufband 5 on the 
contrary, I require his moft facred promife, that he 
will never be more to Abaffa, than I myfelf am — ? 
friend and a brother ; and on this condition only, cafr 
I allow fuel} an union. Speak* Barmecide, do you 
promife me this ?'— To this queftipn it was neceflary* 
to make fome reply; ftruck with aftonifhmen* and 1 ' 
ftung with indignation, yet tranfported at the idea* 
that I fhould fee Abafla every day, and that in fpfce 

* All this difcoarfe of the caliph is taken from hiftory. Sec note 
ap, at the end of the volume. , 
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of a tyrant's caprice (he would be mine* I expe- 
rienced as much emotion as indignation and furprife $ 
as much delight as anger, but I disenabled all which 
paffed within me. I promifed every thing ; the ca- 
liph exacted terrible oaths, and I made them : he then 
told me he had obtained the content of the princefs, 
and that our nuptials fhould be foleainized on the fol- 
lowing day, in the moft magnificent manner. He 
concluded by declaring, that Abaffa entirely approved 
his pleafure, but that, notwithftanding his reliance 
on my word, I fhould never fee the princefs but in his 
prefence, and that he fhould watch me with equal fib- 
verity and vigilance. I replied very coolly, that being 
wholly addicted to public bufinefs, love never led my 
reafoh aftray, that I conildered that pafBon as weak* 
nefs, and could fcreen myfelf from it without diffi- 
culty. After this proteftatian I retired in a ftatc of 
mind I will not attempt to defcribe, but which you 
will eafily conceive. — But influenced by one fole idea, 
I ceafed to hate the caliph's tyranny, on reflecting* 
that in a few hours Abaffa would publicly pronounce 
the vow that would for ever unite us together. The 
temple I had erected was at length finifhed \ and the 
morrow, the day appointed for our nuptials, was like- 
wife that of the feftival of the temple. As foon as 
the dawn appeared, I put on the magnificent gar- 
ments the caliph had given me, and I fent the gifts to 
the feraglio, which cuftom required me to prefent to 
the princefs ; at eight o'clock I received an order to 
repair to the mofque, and fcarcely had I entered, 
when the princefs arrived. She was veiled, con- 
ducted by the caliph, and furrounded by all her 
flaves -, fhe did not unveil herfelf, and after the ce- 
remony was over, the caliph took her by the hand, 
and told me to follow him to the temple aj: the foot of 
the mountain, adding that, as the feftival of the peo- 
ple did not begin till night, we fhould pafs the day 
there. Being arrived at the temple, the flaves formed 

a circle 
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a circle around it, that no man might come near. 
The caliph,, the princefs, and myfelf, entered the 
temple ; I was feized with a violent fluttering at the 
heart, and I equally defired and dreaded the inflant, 
in which Abafla would take off her veil, the mftant 
in which I fhould behold, in the face of day, that 
adored countenance. I judged of l^er diftrefs by my 
own. I eafily conceived what fhemuft have felt on 
finding herfelf at the foot of the mountain, and in 
the temple of which fee was the divinity, and I had 
no-idea of being able to bear her firft look, or that fo 
much love and fo much confufion would efcape the 
piercing eyes of Aaron. At length being- arrived at 
the extremity of the temple, the caliph s faid, turning 
towards his fitter : « Come, my dear Abafla, now lift . 
up your veil.' At thefe words, the princefs made no 
reply, and remained motionlefs j the caliph refumed 
his difcourfe : * I conceive/ faid he, « all your embajr- 
raflment, and how ftrange it muft appear to you to 
fhow yourfelf unveiled ; but the more you hefitate 
the more will that timidity grow upon you ; it muft, 
however, be furmounted \ Barmecide is your huf- 
band, and remember, that he has only received your 
hand to procure me the happinefs of feeing both at 
the fame time, and in order to rid you of that trou- 
blefome veil.' On fpeaking this, Aaron, obferving 
that Abafla had not the resolution to obey him, drew 
near her to lift up her veil ; at this flie ftarted, and 
ftill made refiftance to the caliph's will : but the veil 
was at laft removed, and Abafla decked in all the 
gifts of nature, and all the grace of youth and bafh- 
fulnefs, appeared before me ! The modeft fufiufion 
of her countenance, her beautiful down-caft eyes, 
her long eye-lames humid with tears, the ebon hue 
of which ftill added new charms to the vivid carna- 
tion of .her cheek ; the fweetnefs of her mien, her 
bloom, the majefty of her ftature ; every thing, even 
the immobility of her look, difplayed her whole per- 
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fon to fuch advantage, that the caliph himfelf was 
too much ftruck' with it to have lei fare to obferve the 
impreffion it made upon me. But while we were 
gazing with much attention, we obferved AfcafTa fud- 
denly turn pale ; her head hung down upon h£r bo- 
fom, fhe gave her hand to her brother, and f^lt * in t& 
his arms in a fwoon. The caliph commanded' ijt^ i<y ' 
go out, and fend the princess flaves td' n^iri.^ I 
obeyed ; and difmayed, befide myfelf, a jprey *ip the 
moft excruciating anxiety, I retired to the tent to 
await the caliph's call j Iwas terribly alarmed left: 
this fainting mould have given the prince fome fuf- 
picions; but after half an hour's fllfpenfe , he < came 
and removed all my apprehenfions t ( This fcene muft 
nave alarmed ydu, faid he, « and, indeed, an Euro- 
pean cannot but be furprifed^at it $ as for. myfelf, I 
eXpefted fomething fimilar would happen •, fuch is 
the force of cuftom, and you have feen what a ftrug- 
gle it cofts the brighteft beauty of \he eaft to remove 
the veil which hid her charms from the gaze of man- 
kind. AbaflV however, has recovered the ufe of 
her fenfes, fhe declares me can now get over her timi*- 
dity, and confents to fee you again. Come, let us 
join her ; but do not look at her, - or fpeak of what 
has palled.' On faying this, the caliph took me un- 
der the arm, and 1are returned" to the temple. The 
princefs, on perceiving us, fent away her Haves ;. 
Aaron made us fit down, and placed himfelf between 
us, fo that I could hardly have a glimpfe of Abaffa^ 
but I never caught her looks during the whole, day, 
for her eyes were always caft on the ground. In 
other refpects (he took a part in the converfation, arid 
on feveral dccaftons uttered the moft: aSeftioriate 
things, which could only be underftood by myfelf, 
and the true meaning of which it was impoffibl'e for 
the caliph to divine. We dined in the templet, and 
the caliph feated himfelf at table between the princeft 
and me. • After dinner, Aaron propofed a walk upon 
, « • ' ■ ■ .■■ '•'" ' -the 
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the mountain. Abafla refmned her veil ; from that* 
moment, (he converfed with more eafe and freedom, 
fhe often addrefled herdifcottrfe to me ; at the decline 
of the day, we returned to the temple* and waited' 
there till the hour in which the people were to repair 
thither to celebrate the feftival ; then the 'caliph* took ' 
Abaffit by the hand «and went out ; I fcatl caufe*d the 
mountain to be illuminated, and had placed a bind of * 
muficians behind therocks. The caliph artd the prin- 
cefe ftayed more than half 'an hour, to 6njoy the fpec- ' 
tacle and liften to the mufic ; thfeytheri quitted me 
to return to the palace. This, indeed, wias a dread- . 
fill moment. Notwithftimding J the conftriint which 
the moft capricious tyranny had impofed'upon me, 
the day which had juflr paffed'away had been the 
bfighteft of my whole exiftence &, fdr how could 1 be 
otherwife thai* happy ' on ' feeing her I adored, and 
whdfe face 'and' mien were' attended with all th£ in T 
tereft of novelty, as Well as on confidering that a fa- 
cred tie united us, and that at leaft : Ifhould never , 
have the afffi&ion tofee another make £retenfi6ris to 
her hand ? But on leaving me, fhe carried with her \ 
alfthefweet enchantment which her prefence had 
created ; I found myfelf all alone, 1 felicity 'appeared . 
nothing more than a vain illufion, and the dear ^Yame ': 
of hufband a cruel impoftiire, which far from Tatfs- ','„ 
fying my love, could only irritate and drive it.tt.'ifeC"' 
peration. Too' much agitated to take repofe, I pa|ietl, 'l 
almofi: the whole night in a retired part of the mbun- ' t 
tain 5 there forrowfiilly fitting upon the crag pf ^a 
rock, I indulged the moft painful reflections ;1 heard.' '• 
froni afar the cries of the people-, whofe'unconftrained . , 
and genuine joy is always obftreperous. I experienced 
fome confolation on confidering that this people in the 
midft of their revels were blefling Barmecide ; feveral, 
times I heard the "echo of the mountain repeat my 
name ; ', and -I cried, c O, grateful people, it is to you 
alone that talents fhould be confecrateii ; it is you 
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alone that fhould be ferved, and not infolent and bar* ' 
baroiis defpots, who* make the mod facred rights of 
love and nature the fport of their caprice !' — Thus 
was it that I gave xent to my grief,. the bitternefs of 
which was increafed by each fucceffive thought ; this 
dark melancholy, however, was aknoft entirely dis- 
pelled, at the appearance of the firft rays of mom- 
ing 5 — the day which I faw arife, with rapture, an- 
nounced that in a few hours I fhould again fee Abafia, 
and I forgot my affliction, and gave myfelf up to all 
the charms of fuch foothing hope. Fearful of be- 
traying too much eagernefs, I did not attend u|>on 
the caliph a moment before the accuftomed hour ; I 
found the princefs there, fhe blufhed on feeing me, 
and kept filencefor a while, but recovering herfelf by 
degrees, {he not only grew bold enough to addrefe 
her converfation to me, but even to meet my eyes* 
The firft look, fo full of Sentiment and confufion > 
produced an inexpreffible effect upon my heart. — Ah, 
v what inconceivable charms does bafhfulneis add to 
beauty ! And what enjoyments, pure as itfelf, what 
new delights . does it procure to love !— Bafhfulne& 
can multiply favours, and give ineftimable value both 
to what it refufes and what it is fearful to grant !— - 
That jtolen and timid look rendered me fatisfied and 
happy for the reft of the day. On the morrow* I 
was paffionately defirous, that Abaffa ihould venture 
to look me in the face ; I waited a long while for this 
fwour, and never obtained it without obferving her 
fine eyes 1 fill with tears, and the deepeft blufh fuffufe 
itfelf over her face^ The caliph always feated hinp- 
felf between us, Which gave us an opportunity of 
looking at each other, without his being able to per- 
ceive it. Aaron loved reading, and was fond of 
poetry, and he frequently recited verfes of his .own 
compofition. One .day as he was taken up with a 
long lecture, I paffed one of my hands behind his 
chairy and by a fupplicating gefture, I entreated the 

princefs 
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princefs to give me hers j I fhall never forget flie ex- 
preflion of her countenance at this moment ; love, 
defire, embarraffment, and dread were depicted there 
with fuch fimplicity and energy, as gave me great 
alarm ; and hafiily defifting from my intention, I 
arofe, and flood before the caliph during the reft of 
the lecture. The following day I eaflly obferved, that 
Abafla remarked I looked fad and thoughtful, and I 
perceived fhe was forming a project of condoling me, 
and that fhe was inclined to grant of her own accord, 
what flie had before denied me, but fhe hefitated a 
long time ere fhe could determine upon it. One 
evening, at length, fhe timidly held N out her trem- 
bling hand, I feized it with tranfport ! — It is the pro- 
vince of virtuous love only to appreciate fuch an act ! 
—How many lovers are there, who are unable to con- 
ceive, that this moment formed an epocha in my^ 
life, and that no other moment of happinefs has fince 
been fufficient to impair the delight its recollection 
always affords ! The caliph, who, in the early part 
of this intercourfe, had always attentively obferved 
my motions, did not entertain the flighteft fufpicion^ 
of our Intelligence ; attributing to modefty and con- 
fufion- the frequent perturbation and blufhes of 
Abafla ; and I -had been able to perfuade him, that 
being entirely under the dominion of ambition and 
the love of glory, my foul was inacceffible to all other 
paffions. He believed it, and through refinement of 
pride and tyranny, he was in fome meafure difpleafed 
with jme for not being more fenfible to the charms of 
the moil accompiifhed woman in the univerfe ; he 
would have felt a kind of gratification to have fctn 
me anxious without hope, and I was aware, that he 
confidered the facrifice of jsl violent paffion not alone 
fufficient to acquit me, with regard to what I owed 
him. 

'* This fituation continued for two months, when 
I at length ventured to wrke to the princefs, and flip 

my 
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my note into her hand # , flic wrote me aaanfwer, and 
I do not believe I ever fuffered more than on. the day 
I. received 'this iirft reply ; for an inftant after the ca-p 
liph began to read a fubje& which took up three te- 
dious hours ; being in poflcflion of the firft letter 
from Abafia, I would have given the half of my life 
for a few minutes liberty ; but how was I compear* 
fated for this painful conftraint, when I perufed the 
tender and affieclionate billet ! My love and my. ima- 
gination were inflamed to fuch a degree, that iri my 
fecond. note I ventured to demand a private. interview; 
it was neceflary to communicate this to Nouraha and 
Nafuf, but'on jhe fidelity of thofe two flaves we had 
the greateft dependence : I laid down the whole plaa 
of precautions which were to beobferved in this daiu* 
gerous undertakings • Abaffa confented to all,* and on 
the following night, at the foot of the mountain c©**- 
fecrated by our love, in the .temple erected on i the 
fame fpot .which was witnefs to our firft vows, I re- 
ceived into my arm* my adorable bride. Abafla, be- 
lievjng there would be lefs danger in meeting in> the 
feraglio itfelf, and. having fuggefted all the means iof 
effecting it, we agreed that henceforward I Should 
pais the night there once or twice in a month. No- 
'thing can equal the felicity I enjoyed, during the fpace 
of fix months ; difliculty and myftery gave a capti- 
' vating charm to our union, which but rarefy attends 
the moft happy nuptials ; as it was neceflary to brave 
and rilk every thing to fee each other in private 5 thus 
danger, itfelf imparted ,to love the endearing fenti- 
ment of pafljonate gratitude. But I paid dearly fof 
this fupreoK felicity ! Abafia now bore about her the 
fatal pledge . of our union I When it was no longer 
poflible to doubt of this, conceive, if you are. able, 
what was the excefs of my embarraflment, and dread- 
ful anxiety ! How was it poflible to conceal a condition 
from the caliph, which we could not flatter ourfelVes 
would efcape the fiighteft .notice I Occupied day and-- 

night 



THE SWAN. 



39 



night w4th.tljis.fqle idea, I had not.the leaft glimpfe of \ t 
anexpedieht to.fkreen us from the impending danger : 
I was top t weIl acquainted with the inflexible pride of 
Aaron/ and the ferocity^ of his £rft movements of 
paftion, ' not to be convinced, that on the difcovery 
of our feciret, he would exercife vengeance upon us; 
with equal cruelty and madiaefe. I ihuddered on * 
thinkings that I fhould , involve Abafia in. my.-fa.ll, I 
upbraided myfelf in delperation, with the fatal paf- 
fion which ca'ufed her ruin. O, how I then execrated 
the cruel tyrant, whofe inhuman caprice, overturn- - 
ing the eternal laws of realbn and nature, robbed me 
of the happinefs attached to the facred names of iuf- 
band and father, and, iri the fan&ion of the moft le^ 
gal union, created me all the heart-rending remorfe 
of criminal fe<duftion ! At length an event as fortu- 
nate as it was unexpected took place to fnatch us from 
the deftrudtton which menaced us. One of the tri- 
butary princes of the caliph erecled the ftandard of . 
rebellion. Aaron determined to go inperion to fub- 
jugate and punifh.him. Judge of the joy this reso- 
lution cau fed me, for I was ienfible the expedition' 
could not be quickly terminated. It wa,s.the caliph's 
pleafure that I fhould accompany him, and I was 
obliged to entruft my deareft interefts to two flaves, to 
Nafuf and Nouraha ; but thofe flaves had feeling and 
grateful hearts.. I left them the moft ample induc- 
tions, and every thing was happily executed agree- 
ably to what I t had prescribed. Whilft, at the dis- 
tance of three hundred leagues from Bagdat, we 
were laying fiege to the rebel prince in his capital, . 
ABafla became mother of a child, which Nafuf, ac- . 
cording to my directions, fent to Mecca \ thofe who 
carried it,, and thofe by whom it was received, had 
not the leaft fufpicion of its birth (12). Uncertain 
<when I ih^uld fee the xhild, and hoping to preferve 
its exiftepce, I determined to enable myfelf one day 
to recdgnife it with certainty. I had learned a fecret 

during 
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during my travels, which I communicated to Nafuf, 
and by the aid of which he marked, in an indelible 
manner, upon the ri£ht fhoulder of the infant, a 
fmall olive wreath, a miniature reprefentation of that 
which I had received from the hands of its mother. 
The child was not fent to Mecca before this operation 
was attended with perfect fuccefs *. 

" " I do not enter into the detail of the precautions 
I had taken to fecure the fecrefy of the princefs's de- 
livery, I will content myfelf by obferving they were 
fo- well combined, that the myftery remained undis- 
covered. At the army I received the news of this 
happy event, and three months afterwards the caliph 
r£turned % vicT:orious to Bagdat. With what joy, and 
tender folicitude did I meet Abafla ! But the dreadful 
danger fhe had run, the anxious difquietudes we had 
experienced, induced me to take the refolution of re- 
nouncing in future the gratification of feeing her in 
private ; love alone, which had rebelled againft the 
prohibition of a tyrafft, could thus make facrifice of 
itfelf ; I would have braved every peril as far as it re- 
lated to myfelf; but this painful duty the welfare of 
Abafla impofed on me, as well as that of the two 
faithful Haves, whofe lives each of our rendezvous 
expofed to danger/ Abafla, imprefled with the fame 
fentiments, confirmed me in the refolution I had 
taken ; I made her but one more nocturnal vifit, and 
vowed, at her feet, never to fee her 7 again ! With 
what rapidity did that night fteal away ! In what af- 
fliction didN I tafte the felicity of it 1 Violent and ca- 
pricious ftate, in which love, at once both happy and 
miferable, did not without murmurs yield itfelf up to 
the fweeteft tranfports, and found the caufe of its 
torments, and the meafure of its regret, in the very 

* It i« known, that the favagea have ever pofiefled this fecret, and 
paint in this manner their bodies with plants, Bowers,' fcrpenis, &c. ; 
this painting lads the perfon's life, and nothing can efface the defign. 
or colours. # 

excefs 
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txcefs of its happinefs ! This interview was, indeed, 
the laft ! Since that period, I have not in the courfc 
of feven years feen my wife, but in the prefence of 
the tyrant. We wrote to each other every day, and 
during the firft two years, the care of giving AbaiTa 
an account of her fon added a t new intereft to our 
correfpondence. The child, who continued ftill< at 
Mecca, was brought up in obfcutity under the care 
of a perfon who believed him to be the nephew of 
Nafuf. With Nafuf I not only appeared to have no , 
intercourse, but, by r a refinement in precaution, we 
agreed, that he fhould appear to be much diifatisfied 
with me ; he folicited a favour of me in public, I re- 
fufed him in the coldeft manner, and he made com*, 
plaint to the caliph, adding that he was hated by me, 
and that I had even prejudiced the princcfs againft 
him. The caliph, who efteemed him for his zeal and 
fidelity, fpoke to us concerning him, we made a flight 
reply, and the caliph, in order to put an end to the 
domeftic diflenfion, took Nafuf about his own perfon, 
and appointed another chief of the flaves for ^iiis 
fitter. Nafuf affected to triumph in an infolent man- 
ner, I treated him with much feeming difdain, while 
the. caliph was fecretly gratified to fee his flave ven- 
ture to brave his favourite, 

" Princes have an infinity of fuch kind of gratifi- 
cations, which cannot be divined but by livingwith 
them, and of which the vulgar can form ncrfclea. 
Aaron was well perfuaded th*t Nafuf detefted me, 
and that I was really much piqued at his audacity ; 
this delufion relieved me frpm all apprehenfions with 
regard to my fon, in cafe the caliph fhould happen to 
difcovei; that Nafuf brought up a child at Mecca ; I 
was certain he would then believe, without examina- 
tion, that this child was in reality the nephew of 
Nafuf, and that he would make no concluffons .which 
might lead to farther difcovery. In the mean while I 
felt the ftrongeft inclination-to fee a child that was fo 

dear 
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(tear to me. Nafuf obftinately oppofed this incrina* 
*ion, hut on the expiration of two years* I declared 
to him my determined intention to go to Mecca, in 
the courfe of four months. Nafuf affiled m€ in* con- 
certing the means of taking this journey, and feeing 
my fon, without becoming liable to fiifpicion •, but 
alas ! at the end of two months, he came to announce 
tome that this child, the object of fuch dear hopes 
and tender affection, had been attacked by a conta- 
gious diforder and was no more ! I was deeply afflict- 
ed at this lofs which our fituation rendered irrepara- 
ble. Under the tor«nenting reftraint I had impofed 
»pon myfelf, I had had no confolation but that of re- 
flecting there was ftill left me a pledge of our union. 
Nafiif advifed me to conceal this misfortune from the 
pfincefs ; he represented to me that fhe would perhaps 
fink under it, and that, as fhe was never to fee the 
child) it was eafy to deceive her in that refpect, and 
to leave Eer for ever in an error which was fo necef- 
£ary to her repofe. I yielded the more readily to his 
advice, as it feemed to me fhe might love me lefso»> 
being informed, that the dear tie which united us war 
broken. Thus has fhe been ever kept ignorant of this 
fatal event. But how diftrcffing her letters now be-, 
came to me ! She was continually nfiaking mention of 
her child, every inftant feemed to increafe her mater- 
nal affection; I was obliged to reply, and while I 
wept for the death of my fon, I was under daily ne~ 
ceffity of giving her atnple particulars refpe&ing his 
education, -his improvement and health : thus time, 
which cures the wounds of the heart, by the oblivion 
which neceffarily accompanies it, was unable to pro- 
duce fuch effect upon mc. The unabating tendernefs 
of AbafTa, however, diverted my attention and af- 
forded me great confolation i the caliph, fully con- 
vinced that we entertained for each other nothing 
more than efteem and confidence, no longer watched 
us, and we were left much at liberty. I was allowed 

to 
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to feat myf^lf by her Gdc,\to converie with her m a 
friendly ftyle, without his taking urnbrage> Fre* 
quently we all three walked out. together* The. pita* 
cefs would place herfelf between her brother and me* 
and l^anon my arm; foraetimes the caliph, having 
orders to giye ? would leave us alone together for .fe* 
veral minutes ; how precious were thefe moments I 
What enchantment they threw over'the reft of the 
day ! Wha^ delicious remembrances did they leave 
us ! The -duties of my ftatjon occupied all the time I 
was abfent, from" Abafla 5 I was alive to the glory of 
rendering a. whole people happy, pf having revived 
their induftry, . fecured the bleffing of peace, and 
made arts an4 commerce flourifh, Surrounded by 
artifts and men pf letters, living with my brother* in 
perfect harmony, I tafted every delight which. friend- 
ship and fociety could afford My brothers were all 
married ; in the mid ft of a loved and numerous pro* 
geny, I could not confider myfelf in exile ; I watched 
the growth of the children, and their exiftence in a 
great meafure compenfated for the lofs of mine." 

At this part of Barmecide's narrative, Ifambard ob- 
serving it was paft eleven, the company feparated* 
after having agreed to meet again the next mornings 
to hear the remaining part of Barmecide's ftory. 



CHAPTER IV, 
T&E RESENTMENT OF A DESPOT. 

8a haine va toujours plus loin que foil amour. 

Mitbridat* de RACINE. 
Quelque fois a la cour 
Le prix d'un long fervice eft perdu dans un jour ; 
C'efTla que la faveur toujours trop recherch e 
N'eft qu*ton picge funefte ou la mort tft cachee. 

Lei Barmecides Tragcdie de Ma. DE LA Harpe. 

THE knights being aflembled at nine in the morn- 
ing, in Barmecide's apartment, that illuftrious fugi- 
tive 
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tite thus-refumed his narration. " Prom the <Jea9i : 
of *my child Until the period of the dreadful catas- 
trophe which terminates my ftory, my life does not 
afford any ftriking events ; for five years it had been 
exactly what I have been defcribirig. At length fpr- 
fcne, which had done every thing for me, not only 
deftroyed its work in a few inftants, but was* deter- 
mined that the excefs of my calamity fliould be ftill 
more aftoniftung, than the fplendour of my pro£ 
perity, had been. I was -thirty-four years; old ; I had 
been near twelve years the prime miniftef to the mod 
powerful prince in Afia. 1 had always enjoyed his 
favour without interruption, and which no rival had 
even ever endeavoured to diminifli ; yet, for feveral 
years paft, I had remarked, that the caliph no longer 
loved me j or in other words, that he no; longer- 
thought he did ; thefriendfcip of princes lies in their 
head, it is of a more brittle nature tEwr even love it- 
felf ; to preferve it requires all the attraction of no- 
velty* or the pleafure of conferring fplendid rewards* 
upon its object ; they then enjoy his aftonifhment, 
and that of the public, and even the envy of his ri- 
vals. They have faith in the confidence of ! a n>an aar 
k>ng as they beftow favours 5 but confide in him no 
more when they have nothing more to give.* I wasr 
grand vifier, and brother-in-law to the caliph, he 
might have done every thing for my happinefs ! but 
he could not add to my fortune ; befides, I may ven- 
ture to ifay> that my elevation was not entirely his 
work ) I owed my reputation, and the love of the 
public, folcly to my labours and Conduct. 
* " Aaron is not .an envious man; pride a* well as 
greatnefs of foul preferves him from fo mean a vice ; 
but this fame pride was mortified at the idea of my 
pofieffing fome advantages independent of his favour. 
He was fatisfied that others fhould think fo, for that 
was doing honour to his choice ; but he would not al- 
low me to entertain fuch an opinion. The man, who 

formerly 
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formerly had lavifhed upon. me the moft flattering'eu- 
logiums, now had no other defire than to humble my 
felf-love, to recal my remembrance to the point from 
which I had ftarted, and to make me feel any de- 
pendency, I. bore all thefe -little vexations with an 
indifference, which tended to increafe the fecret .ma- 
lice of Aaron $ he knew haw to diflemble it, but the 
coldnefs of .his converfation, and above all, his em- 
harraffment when.-we were tete-a-tete, the moft cer- 
tain .forerunner of difgrace with princes, convinced 
me how, greatly he was changed with regard to me. 

" I had always been in the habit .of writing daily 
to the princefs ; fjiehad promifed riie to burn all my 
letters, but not being able .to make that facrifice, fhe 
had entrufted them to Nouraha, who deposited them 
in a place known only to herfelf and her miftrefs. 
Every evening Abafla gave her the letter of the day, 
with orders to* lock it up with. the reft before (he went 
to bed. Nouraha, who had been ill for fome days 
paft, finding herfelf, one evening, worfe.than ufual^ 
forgot to conceal the letter fhe had received from her 
miftrefs ; fhe'left it in her pocket and retired to reft. 
A young female ilave flept in the fame .room* and was 
awaked in the n\ght by the .groans of Nouraha ; the 
Have arofe, and taking a light,, went to her bed-fide, 
and found, that, having been ftruck with ao. apo- 
plexy, fhe had juft breathed her laft. Immediately 
the ilave, with an intention of looking for the keys 
to plunder ^Nouraha, who had been enriched by the 
liberality of the princjflBfearchcd her pockets, and 
found a letter therdlfwPPI tfiad nothing in it that 
could expofe Nafttf* but which contained proofs of 
our intelligence, and particulars relative to my fon, 
as though he were iftill in exiftence. The bafe flave 
read this letter : fhe knew, as every one did, that the 
caliph, in giving me Abafla for a' wife, had meant 
nothing farther than conferring on me the honour of 
receiving her hand; fhe conceived, that treachery 

wou) 
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would make her fortune, and full of this idea, left 
the feraglio at break o? day, and withoiJt mentioning 
the death 6f Nouraha, carried mv letter to the ca- 
liph. Oh leaving his apartment, uie met Naflif, and 
believing him to be both mine and the princefs's 
enemy, fhe boafted of what fhe had been doiifg, and 
mentioned the contents of the letter $ Nafuf, finding 
he was neither named nor indicated, inftantly formed 
the pl&n which he has executed with fo much courage. 
The caliph had ordered the flave to attend in the ad- 
jacent chamber, and Nafuf waited hi great tremula- 
tion the refult of 'Aaron's reflections. He was cer- 
tain, that this imperious defpot was meditating terri- 
ble vengeance ; but could net forefee the atrocity of 
his cruelty. At length Nafuf, being called by the 
tyrant, entered his cabinet, and fhuddered on ob- 
ferving his pale and ill-boding looks. — « Nafuf,' faid 
he, * I am betrayed P « Yes, feignior,' replied Na- 
iuf, € the faithful flave, who has informed againft the 
two guilty perfons, has juft been fpeaking to me of it j 
I have long entertained fome vague fufpicions in that 
refpect ; the princefs and Barmecide dreaded my vi- 
gilance, and hence, feignior, is the true cau'fe of. the 
hatred they bear me.' l Nafuf,' returned Aaron, 
* may I depend upon thy fidelity ?'— < Command me, 
feignior.' « Well then, let the unworthy Abaffa be 
thrown into a dungeon for the reft of her life ; let all 
who bear the odious name of Barmecide be extir- 
pated from the face of the earth, and let them be all 
deftroyed within the fpace of an hour (I3).' Nafuf, 
diflembling the horror he felt, feemed to fhare the 
tyrant's fury ; but he reprefented, that it appeared to 
him more advifeable, to have all thefe executions take 
place at the fame moment, and he begged to be 
charged only with mine ; and with conducting the 
princefs to prifori. To this Aaron confented. This 
virtuous flave then repaired to Abaffa, informed her 
of every thing, 1 promifed to favour my efcape, to li- 
berate 
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.berate her in afliort time^ and to accompany her in 
her flight. He took pofieflion of all my letters, 
burned them, and conducted the wretched Abafia td 
the dungeon the tyrant had allotted her. After 
having received a note from her for me, he came to 
my honfe $ for during the heats of fummer I did not 
live in the palace, but at a villa 911 the banks of the 
Tigris. I hatl pafled that fatal night without retiring 
to reft ; Aaron had charged me with fo much bufinefs* 
the preceding day, that I had not yet finifhed it. I 
was labouring for the barbarian, when Nafuf entered 
my chamber. * Generous Barmecide,' faid he, «- arm 
yourfelf with all your refolution, and read this billet/ 
I laid hold of the note he prefented, and read thbfe 
.terrible words x 

1 O canft thou forgive ihy unhappy wife ? all ir 
difcovered ! my fatal affeftion has undone thee ! thy* 
head is profcribed, thy brothers, wkh all their fa- 
mily, are fuffering under the affaffin's ftroke, and it is 
from the bottom of a dungeon that I write this i 
Nafuf will fave thee, and he promifes to unite us.— 
Ah ! take pity upon Abaffa, and if thou be not as in- 
flexible as the author of our raifery, flee, my dear 
huiband, and follow the guidance of Nafuf.' 

4 O ! my d£ar brothers !' ericd I, * what, at this' 
inftant they are falling by the hands of ruffians !— 
« Time is precious,' interrupted Nafuf, ' follow me* ~ 
feignior.' « What ! fhall I flee like a vile criminal 
while my brothers are murdered ! ah ! I can fee their 
blood ftream, I can hear their lamentable cries, and 
the cries of their children and their wives. — No, I 
will stveiige them, or perifh !'— On faying this, I 
fnatched my f word, and rufhed towards the door. 
Nafuf, 4aying hold of me, cried ; c whither would 
you run ? yotir brothers are no more, 'tis now too 
late, but Abaffa yet lives, and you are going to caufe 
her death.' — * I will ftab' the tyrant to the heart \ I 
mufl; avenge my brothers*' — < Ungrateful man,' cried 

Nafuf ' 
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Nafuf, c do you owe nothing to the unhappy princeis- 
you feduced, do you owe nothing to me, who, for 
your fake, am expofing myfelf to deftruftion ?* Thefe 
words made me ftart, I remained rootipnlefs, and 
Nafuf, taking me by the arm, dragged me along. — I 
fuffered myfelf to be led on. — Nafuf, being perfectly 
acquainted with my houfe, conducted me through a 
back door which opened into a court, at the end of 
which was a vault. He had the keys of the door, 
and of the vault ; for it was through that door, which 
lay towards the fields, that he was ufed to fee me fe- 
cretly in the night time, whenever he had any thing 
particular to communicate to me 5 and in order not 
to be overheard, we were accuftomed to pafs this pri- 
vate court, and to hold converfe together in the 
vault. He opened the door, and leading me info it, 
*promife me/ faid he, in the name of honour and 
gratitude, to have a regard for your life, and to wait 
here till I come to fetch you away ; and I, in return, 
promifeyou to fave AbafTa, to take her out of prifon, 
and conduct her into Europe/ At thefe words, I 
made the extorted vow, which I accompanied with a 
groan ; he then departed, fliut the door upoa nie, 
leaying me alone in the midft of the vault, in all the 
horrors of darknefs. I was now, for the firft time in 
my life, feized with terror ! my imagination, ftruck 
with the maflacre of my brothers, reprefented the 
horrid picture in fuch vivid colours, that the reality 
would fcarce have agonized me more ! I beheld them 
deprived of life, pierced with wounds, extended on 
the ground, with their wives and children murdered 
in their arms ! I faw their disfigured countenances in 
death, ftill expreffive of terror and defpair !— It 
feemed as if I were furrounded with thefe lamentable 
objects, a cold fweat bedewed my whole frame j and 
not being able to remain in one place, I wandered* 
notwithstanding the thick darknefs which environed 
me, about the fpacious vault, in fo wild a manner, 

that 
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that when . I m£t with any obstacles in my way, or 
walked over any unevennefs of the ground, I dresr 
back with hprror, my hair ftood an end, as if . I had 
trampled upon the bleeding, bodies of niy unhappy 
brothers. All thefe. firft moments of defpair were 
devoted to the feelings of nature. Being, at eaie re> 
fpecling the life of Abafla, love, which was concen- 
trated in my heart, feemed to be effaced thence ; the 
dreadful image of my whole family pitilefsly mur- 
dered, annihilated every other idea ; moreover, my 
paflion," which had proved the caufe of this horrid 
difafter, I now cOnfidered as a crime,, and had Jt at 
this moment ftood forwards,. I fhould have repulfed 
it.as a remorfeful intruder. , In £ne,I could only con- 
template my murdered brothers, and even the .defire 
of vengeance was lefs powerful than, my grief. At 
the end of. four or five hour#, however, not finding 
Nafuf return, a frightful miftruft diftradted my mind 
with other, thoughts, and new fenfations; I began to 
fancy,! that Nafuf had betrayed me, and that, being 
an accomplice of the tyrant^ he had inveigled me inta 
the vault to bury me there. I Jxad npt the key about 
me ; I recollefted, that Nafuf had . taken away my 
fword, and reflecting on certain other pfcumftances, 
I no longer doubted of his perfidy. .Twelve years dis- 
cretion and devotednefs fhould have ikreened Nafuf 
from this horrid fufpicion, but fear and danger always 
produce miftruft, the juft punifhment of tyrants, and 
the greateft torment of the unfortunate^ I forgot 
then all the fervices of Nafuf, being wholly taken up 
by reflection upon my own fituation ; it appeared to 
me void pf all probability, that Nafuf; fhpuld be .able 
to return to my houfe to liberate me, and afterwards 
to perfuade the caliph he had put roe to djeath, whilft^ 
on the contrary, every th'uig feemed to prove, that 
he was a&ing'in- concert with my implacable oppref- 
for. The hatred and cruelty of .Aaron, would, J 
thought, have naturally induced himtp order .this 
Vol. II. D kind 
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kind of tteatfc, <wfcl<ai' would give' Him the affur&ice 
itff *a tedious *gony, and the mfenels of an afRtflin 
toidft l have preferred treaxihtry to -any other expedient, 
ttamck^with t&efe refleffions, i confider*** my (death 
iteinevltatotej and : raHfheTiianner it feemtedto approach, 
€. edwtemphted it wjrlihoTror. TJbeh.did ihy^fedtfngs 
^en-myowm aecount<edll L badc my attention to'tjie 6b- 
^e!ftsdf:the dearelfc Sentiments of .my heart £ .then 1 
nfoneSed ^bafla coiild^not ftirvive ;rie ; 3 represented 
tier to my imagination all ^bathed in tear^, and lan- 
*guHhing in a dungeon, -and Tfifll 'into a'letbargic o.p- 
jpr^flkm of mind. .Erom this .ftate v I was qdidcly 
Todfed by violent 45ts of Tage and fury, and I experi- 
enced' dll the 'toVmemsanfo unavailing hatred 
Witt utibounded tiefire tff vengeance. O, how dearly 
*tkl the dfftrefi of this finale day .pay for thirteen years 
«if glory -and-felidty ! T ;lhould jiave furik under its 
TpreHure^ fcatl not 'lrope, whieh'inany fituation never 
^entirely abandoned usyfuddenly reviyed.my .courage. 
SEndeavoriring 1 to- figure to m^fellthe efFeft which the 
raws of Tiiy death wou-ld' have on the minds of the 
-people, J I rnia^ned^iidi an event w^s likely to, create 
a A rebelIroir ; 'the -more I rqfle&ed, the more was "J 
perfoafded- oTRRis ; -and i'foon.became fully convinced 
oFit-j : 1'fatw thetyratntthuHed from his throne, Tfaw 
^Lb^flTa*s Vfteliverance from prifon, and'I therifhed the 
ynXd idea, that therpepple would * haften to effect my 
own. 3At .length, towards the evening, 3' heard the 
«pproafch cff 'footfteps, the door of the vault opened, 
and "'I * faw ^Nafuf enter ; his afpeft alarmed .me, a 
flealdly palends dis'^gured his .features, his dothes 
«were'torh arid 'framed with blood; m one hand he 
toeM'at -torch, and 1 in the othetj .a drawn fword.— His 
iooks, &is gait, -however, and the expreffion of his 
edimtenance, J difpelled, : in fpke of me, ill the dark 
fulpioions J I *had .been entertaining, i w,aited in 
filence, hetamr yip to me, and returning my^jyord : 
« 'C(C)tBe, , ' faM *he, «every thing is ready ;fbrAVy,our 

efcj*pe, 
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jiuj&^o^.gnd^^ of .Ais,«r 

«r^ ^ayje, r fthe j&ta&feQd, ,ljbc,nnjjr. ^(en^^at 
fosl^ei»d|l§ft m*>{r-t c ?ie* Jis.lp/e ,pp ^/M 
he, *J«t ftis. Ha#e jp. c^^t i 4i^s•JaJJ^^p^s g a^p|(3tde* , Q51 
%H»g. *Ws, b^;,tfec^r ^lafge 4qfce : ,av$r m.y Jj^Ww^ ' 
*pd $%feing ,m£ J^tfte^&md, jVP- tfent, put, together a 
FejfeiirHi'tyrp.h^rfes.at ^e^k dpor, prp mQuntedJ* 
,and jlSkftf, a^yanicmg ;Jx£o?e /rie, ijiaile me .foljpw 
•hiip> j?H«i fi^^iffa^a^^pe fo^ktep prpfouno! .fifenq; 
.-till yrc r(h©uJo^.get ^tp ( tJiip^pw r c<?uBfi;y. Tfteflqr 
jw^ojF^r^aft Jv y}^»l^C4if^4nj &9111 ficae. to .time part- 
ing its bsams ^|^ig}i t tbe clouds, afforded, at/mter- 
..vals, fugic^t : j|g)at t tp i enable ^s' r f:o djftngujfU the 
furjoundkag 6$$&$. ^t fijft to. proceeded at opg the 
wajjl&^f tBag^at/, I fliudd^edpnJb^ipying the tq^y^s 
of tfye .tyrant's -pajace, and UurnjiM my eyes around* 
J psQr^eiv^itbe^^o^e^in which <1 hadTeceiveji ^Jc 
ihaod. qf Afcafla 5 at;^isfpeaacW f J,yir^pt; {—^ntomeqt 
.afterwards .yre 4 pafied ; b# fore the r gate through ^ich^I 
•had .entered $ig.ht yf ars before, in friumpji, and , t jfejt 
myheartir^ady^pl^rA I—Every iiep.tt^kxemin^ejd 
me %t my-paft gjpxy, and j&viyed ,the ,.i)iea^of n^C 
felicity, .yirljl^chyivyas ^y^r yinpjje . to return, 1 .apd yet 
.when t I,\»a$out of £ght,^f ( th$fc torm^ting/o^je&Sii 
.andii^wfi^red-IjftpuW not fee tl^.again/.Ij fell into 
* kin<d ; of .a&nibijatipn.J^ 

.regret I, fold juA £#*• J f^owfuljy accompanied 
: Naftrf .along tfee J^an^s of J&e Tigris, t v/ben^of a/fudd^a 
.a oonM^d noife #rtick my.qar, a^d.IdilUnauifli^l 
. plaintive, mes.ajul d^ep : g,rparis at a, dif^aiice..— jMtove^d 
at, what I -feeajd, J Jifjt^up my^yes, .ajpjdjpn the ,op- 
, pgtfte iide-irf . th&^pr, , j^tfacina vjs, Iperceiyed the 
..mo#ntahi,I b$\d t &,fycr : pd, t zn{& the .fum^mt oi the 
i*emf&UT-I. pla&rysqd, wifh fufjprife, that Jthe edifice 
W^s iUu0W^di and ^n^umer^lejm^ltrtudes foyer d 
..&*& i the , mpunjain^rrr' X et . V s 1 ft PP a mowent here,* 

D 2 ' '" fidd 



5* THE KNIGHTS OF 

faid Nafu£ € and in fpite of tyranny and profcriptiorr, 
receive a laft homage, and more affecting than any 
that have been paid 'you during your p rofperity.— 
* Know/ continued he, •* that ever fince morning, 
from the inftant the report of your death was fpread, 
abroad, all your true admirers, all your real friends, 
•have fucceffively repaired to the mountain. There, on 
the temple you- faifed, where "the. indigent and op^ 
prefled deposited their complaints,' which you never 
rejected, nave they-' deplored yourlofs* The great, 
JO Barmecide, who 'gave you magnificent entertain- 
ments, the men on whom you conferred confiderable 
offices, and whofe fortunes are derived from your 
;bounty, are not in the number of thefe votaries. The 
mbft faithful even of fuch defcription conceal them- 
fejves, and are filent, the reft already are foliciting 
your fpoils ; but the lamentations you hear appealing 
to the throne of heaven iflue from the heart, they 
come frpm the orphan who found you a father, from 
.the opprefled widow you fuccoured, from the aged 
^you comforted, from the work-man and artifan whofe 
induftry you encouraged, from the artift and man of 
rletters, who are indebted to you for the difplay of 
their talents, and their glory. — In a word, in that 
temple of which, fince your fall, and in the face of 
the tyrant, public gratitude has made you the divi- 
nity, eloquence and poetry are celebrating your vir- 
tues, and the people are deploring you.' (14) * O 
Nafuf/ cried I, * if this grateful people fliould agaia 
fee Barmecide, if they fliould hear him implore their 
vengeance P'-^ Vain hope/ interrupted Nafuf, « the 
caliph indeed has not dared to forbid this public 
' mourning, but he has ftationed troops over the whole 
mountain, under pretext of maintaining order. And 
fhall an unarmed multitude oppofe them, a multitude 
which rconfifts, for the moft part, of old men and 
women, and children V At this I heaved a deep 
figh, and turning towards the mountain, I con- 
templated 
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templated in filence the fpe&acle it afforded ; I en- 
joyed, with tranfport, the felicity of creating fuehrer 
gret 5 but the more I was affected at this, the keener 
I felt the fad reverfe of fortune, which tore me from, 
this beloved nation. < Unfortunate people/ cried I, 
€ you whom I carry in my heart, you are weeping at 
my death, and it is no illufion which afflifts you.* 
c Yes, Barmecide has truly ceafed to exift ! — he can 
henceforward no longer contribute to your welfare ! — 
Barmecide is no more !' I could not go on, my fobs 
ehoaked ; my utterance, and I followed Nafuf, who 
was proceeding on his way ; I turned my head to- 
wards the eaft, in order to keep the mountain as long 
as poffible in fight 4 and when I faw it began to dif- 
appear, and for ever, my heart funk within me, \ 
lifted up my hands towards the place, and groaned in 
all the bitternefs of defpair. It feemed as if I had 
been bidding an eternal adieu to felicity and glory ! 
'«* We travelled the whole night, and during that 
time Nafuf related all the particulars I have. men- 
tioned, and he afterwards informed me in what man- 
ner he had continued to deceive the tyrant. When 
he came to me the firft time, he had, in concert with 
thccaHph,. concealed, round my. houfe a party of 
armed men, who were to appear at an appointed fig-r 
naL .Nafuf had perfuaded. the caliph it was of the 
utmoft importance, that the people fhould not be in- 
formed of this event till. they had heard of my death, 
Aaron was fenfible they would' (how more. energy in 
defending, than. avenging me,- and he approved of the 
meafure. Nafuf, r . having locked me in the yaultj re- 
turned to my apartment, and there this intrepid man, 
f his heroic friend, drew^hi's poniard, and ma^de a large 
wound in his left arm, then he fprinkled the room, 
my bed, my clothes, and his own, with thegenerous 
ftream that iflue^d from it, and threw- a large cloke 
thus ftained with blood into the Tigris, J whicli ran 
under my window 5 he then gave the expected fig- 
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fia% thbttbop of aflifflfef-rfai^WftlVy thehm&s *** 
all 1 my* dbmeffics w^rt tafceii hitb duffod?. Nafcf 
halted tfitr folcfier£ : ihtd rity chamber; h<* ; t6M tBeni 
^e f hadf fbuHd 1 ifiditfbedV that after having* glV^< md 
leVtfaY wbiindsV I KSd fphmg' upon' the fldbiVatta 
Wrafpped' rhyMf up' in- my 'cMfey tHa¥ IraVifig ftfattf ftfed 
ttfg dtfgg^irbm'hlmS J had giVetf KirnVwafciMlVtH* 
Si laflf he had bverpbwerexl arnd 1 liillfecP rii<* rie*F (hi 
windbwV and'tKAi tterb»h\rii* body info" the TigHs* 
in drdfr that thd '£efo^W fnoiild 1 riot #ay m£ : fiitfeSal 
fiorfbiif £ ? and HV pointed 1 tfp my cTotfeV wMcW tfaS'y'e* 
floating 11^6'n' the Water.' Nsffuf ordered 1 AVPfirdtfgS 
ft'ftrf afl my'dbihie&icV bbf bF the hoiife^ for tM» 

ZJiUt. AT.U' l^««l_- -X~\J ^^LL^cii^jIj *i~ ^iL'jc jL\-xiA-.ii * tint -a* 



t&buflf tooi off th6 harttfKerc'hief that bduritf Aft 
iitt witnout bbinV (JBfa'viaf By Aaron** antf fiii 
^6Und'6peiied aYreffi, aritftlfe caliph 1 fiTtM 1 bfcod 
gufh out, 5 He tHeii nb foriger could doubt 6F the i(L 
forts I had'' matid Si Afy defence,' or b£ my dx&tK. 
^He tetter to fecitfe t:he obecTJence' of Naffif, he Md 
given him my houfe',' arid all it cbntajhed.- Nafiif 
f6o& o'ccaftoh' io obftff ve to Bim,; that he wiftiexl & 
return there to ihike furb of the g'ofdy anff btlier vaV 
liiabie tnirigs J , which' the maVmort nVrtff contain, a!nd 
to find fbirie papers 1 w4iicft tfte'.canpn wrfKedto fccu¥e"; 
but addfed, that" featfng the fttfy bf the pfebplfcV *Ht5 
in a few* moments wei*e goftig t'ohSar ht! had imm#>- 
fated tneir idol; he woti^d ribt onlV avoid entering ih£ 
tkbufe in t Jitt' day-time, but' #buTd afVeWards cancel 
liimleff, and even withd¥a\f frbm\ffce eboVt' fbf i 
vfhile. r iThis precaution fdemdcf e'it^'ifnely hstttM td 
ihe calmk j h'^ reflecied 1 i rhbm&it,- a'ntl Aiiri folcF Rift 
thai having featndf frbni' the Kfttf WliicTi Ktrd uhi 
done ma, tnat I had a 1 f6h, lie 1 w^d tb J ttive Rrrti 
fnclucfecfm thi pVofc^ptibtf of my ftmll^ diid 1 cfefe 
Hd ^fafu* to ftf 6tf fifefedy in tHtf fflgflt f6 l Mbcft-, 

and 



anct to take upon, himfelfc thedifqovaiw of- tbft Qhild. 
ftfefuf joyfully embraced- this? prapofolr* he petummk 
in the evening to myhaufe,;aud ei^red with) a, Angle 
Have' belonging to the caliph* to. whom be gave m£ 
papers,, and as fdon.aethe flave went out, he came td 
liberate, me. He aflured me the caliph had. not y&A 
talter any violent meafures againft Abaft**, 'make 
yourfelf eafy/ added he, s « on, her» account v I»haw 
in&ru&ed her in what fhe muft fay,, ihould (he be 
interrogated *,? I fhaii return to the tyrant, after my 
journey to Mecca) he places; great confidence in me* 
andt (hall foowfind means e£ delivering theprincfifs? 
and taking; our flight together* and* believe me,, ah* 
happieib moment of my life wulbethafc in whichn I 
{hall reftore her to you* arms;' — <GonaAve r if it: be 
poffible,, the emotions aftd the deep fenfe oft gcatf* 
tude which fucfr su relation,, and fuch promises,, mail: 
have infpired in.my breafc 

M A fittte- before, day-lighc, Nafuf put a> writing 

into my hands which. contained' the itinerary of the 

route I had- to* follow.. We agreed I- {haukL proceed 

in the night only* as long as L ihould continue in the 

tyrant's dominions* and: t&at when come, into Europe^ 

Lfhouldmke up nty refidencein the country of Ba* 

varia; that I fhould affume the, name. a£ Giaffhxv 

fhould wait the arnwal of Abafla.and hirafelf^ andhe 

promUed to joini me in the eouorfe of; ievem or. eight 

months. Before, we parted* he delivered, tcx me' * 

ca&et o% precious ftones and gold, wbdchr he had 

brought from my hou£e?i a-nd he fitrniftord me with 

an order figned by the caliph,, and temped with hu 

feal r 'which he had received foe himfelf v this writing 

itapocted, that he was trayeiliag «a ar fecuet mdffian* 

and commanded all the fubjecla of the calipk to- r*u 

ceive aftd lodge him. Wteh this paper- 1 was author 

vk&ed to appear without exciting ttrfpichin by mydiiL 

guife* and even to hide my. face fey* unfolding the 

drapery o£ my turbaa. -ttataf ihfaiiflKKi dae he hod 

take 
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taken farther precautions in favour of 'my journey, 
and when he arrived at Mecca he would write to the 
caliph, that he had loft this paper. It was thus that 
I parted from this faithful friend ; I pfeffed'hrm a 
long time in my arms, and wept ; and when he Had 
left me, I felt inyfelf alone In the univerfe!— My 
journey, thanks to the ingenious forecaft of Nafuf, 
was perfectly fortunate. Being arrived in Bavaria, I 
entrufted the count with my fecret. In him I found 
the friendfhip of a brother, and all the difcretion 
which my fituation required j -for the life of Nafuf, 
and perhaps that of Abaffa, depend on the belief 
which prevails, that I no longer exift ! — - A few months 
after my arrival, Ceroid,' under pretext of fome in- 
quiries relative to the arts, difpatched one 6f his 
fquires to Bagdat, with infrruc"Uons to get informa- 
tion relative to every thing that pafled there. — It is 
more than two years fince I arrived in Europe, and I 
continued along tirfie in hopes, that Nafuf would be 
able to pefbrm his promifes 5 but finee the return tt 
Gerold's emiflary, my hopes are almoft extinclr. This 
emifiiry, who- had beeh at; the 1 court of Bagdat, in- 
formed us* that .the ftation^ftill mourned for Barme- 
cide ; that no one knew what was' become of the prin- 
peft •, that* fome'faid' fhe had funk under her afflic- 
tions, ; others that fhe had fecret ly efcaped into Eu- 
rope ;r that Nafuf was in high favour with the caliph, 
and poffeffed an immenfe fortune, and that redding 
continually in the palace, he never quitted the perfon 
of the. caliph. After this report, I Was but too well 
convinced, that Nafuf, fatisfied with having been my 
deliverer, had not refolution enough to facrifice his 
fortune and country in my behalf: I have no right, 
however, to complain, but this negfleA of his'pro- 
mife condemns me to eternal bbfeurity !-*-To him am 
I indebted for iny life," and I cannot refume my 
name, without expofing my beAe&cter to the venge- 
ance of the tyrant! fa find, my fears and uncertainty 

refpefting 
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refpe&ing the fituation of Abaffa fill up the meafure 
of my v misfortune !— rFlattering myfelf, however, fhe 
h actually in Europe, and that Nafuf, either through, 
remiffnefs, or fearful, perhaps, left we fhould be 
again united, has not directed her to fly to the domi- 
nions of the count of Bavaria, I have been wandering 
for more than a year 5 I endeavour to difcover her 
fteps, encouraged by a faint hope which every day frill 
enfeebles. But to feek her is thfe only fhadow of fe- 
licity that.is left me, and to this dear occupation does 
my device relate, which at the fame time bears allu- 
fion, to the golden herb) that Abafla fought after to faye 
my life. Thus ought you now to conceive the reaibns . 
which attach me. tb GerokTs party. A fugitive, ' and 
aprofcribed man, in him have I found not only my , 
true fbvereign, ' but a benefactor and a friend ; at- 
tached by gratitude, and by the tendereft amity, en- 
gaged by the communication I have made of my fe- 
cret, I am forced to combat in fupport of a caufe 
which feems to me unjuft. But I may venture to flat- 
ter myfelf that my prefencd here will be attended with 
fome utility 5 Gerold has procured my admittance intb 
the counfel of the confederate princes ; there I may 
hope to be heard, and I confole myfelf under the 
neceflity which obliges me to take arms, with the 
hopes of inftigating Gerold, and the other chiefs, to 
pacific meafur.es." 
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^hat^lemaje, beauty, but a,n air dpine, L 
TJJirou^h wfiicih the mind's all gentle graces ftiine ? , 
T.hex like the fun irradiate all between, . 
Tnc body charms, becaufe the ibul is feen. 

. ■ ;' - tSilFfB: 

j. WHEN Barmecide naq Snifned! fjis ftory* ,nls two 
friends eXpIreffed their thanks and fenllbiiity, ahcl 
|>rblbnged their viAt more t nan an libur. At &{£, 
aftef tjie rhdft tender Farewet, fhey tdok leav.e of £ne 
jTage Theobald, and immeaiately let put to the court 
pf the diicnefs I of tteves (,i t). tjpon.tneroad, tfe- 
yer .fpoke much df Barmecide ; and m the misfortune 
of tills illufiribus outlaw he could fee nptning fcd com- 
pare to his own ; tor Barmecide, notwitlVftandftig the 
Jenftbriity of his foul, hadt never experienced fixe £*'tal 
jfway ot a predominant pa&bn j his lieart, divided 
between axnb'itioh and love, could Wave been Kui tran- 
fiently tpVri oy violent fehfotions— & In a word," 
added Oliver, 'f he will always 4 deHVe confolanon 
from glory, and we may conclude, from nTs own 
,ftory, that could he ever refume the fplendid name of 
Barmecide, he would ceafe to weep for Abafla !" 
Jfambard approved thefe reflections* but foon brought 
back the converfation to the fubjecl of Beatrice. 
This princefs engaged both his imagination arid, his 
heart 5 and when he perceived the towers of her cat- 
tle, and the white and azure ftandard which waved 
from the top of the edifice, he experienced a fenfa- 
tion of joy blended with a vague difquietude, with 
grfiich his heart was at the fame time fadly opprefled. 
TOe *yt tbtacot Cleves H fittiate on the fummit of a 

majeftic 
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KMJftdftG mo^ta***, «OWbd with r ockft* anil todod*/ 

a*d plant* q( eymy kind 4 prolific fpriiigS of purcft 

vratep iffue froth the rtafcs? fbritotrig cafcades and 

fivQams, whkh fall apdajwatrekr antiohg the cyprfeflifcs 

ted pines, and wander ovdr flowery fpetai of rrteacdenrt 

grounds An ancient and gloomy! faueft almoft encir* . 

des the gnotintain*. and cotcrs njqve than half of it v 

oa the other fide Kes an, extend vt plain, watoeged by 

the Rhine ( *6)» Arriving, at .the firft guard, thxb 1 

knights declared thtor'^nairics* and the ihattacs <pf 

their journey ; tbe»y feeing, effcorted by two foldicrri, 

they proceeded forwards. Whch rtear the caftlie the 

foidiers blew a horn* which was a* fignal that an* 

Aouneed te'thepfc&icefe the arrival of her new defend 

ders. ^immediately ati anfweir was given by the found 

of drums and trumpets. At laft having, cliiferbed the 

mountain, and pafled aH the fortification sy they came 

to the draw-bridge, which was* inftantly* let ,dowi* 

There a crowd of fquiresand pages, bdbngarig to* the 

duchdls waited for the knights. Tkfcy kd thena 

through feveral fpackmsconrtes y to the found of mitti* r 

tafrj> inufic $ all this preparation redoubled Harafeard * 

emotion, and when he- was within a- hundred paces of 

the fSght of flieps which led< to the apartments of the 

palace, and had alighted frofo kb fteed, he expert 

enced fuck violent palpitation of heart, that he wttt 

forced to lean on Ofoi&r's ara» $ who, renlackiilg tM% 

extraordinary agitation^ fmtlkd<> arid almoft at' tile 

time infant headed a dteep* Ughy on recbVicclfcig h» 

£rft interview with the unfortunate Celaafira ! 1Fh# 

eihbarraffment of Harobard ftHI itfcreafcd,* whear b* 

fiiddeady perceived* atthe 4kap.of <tbe<ftepsv af group 

of ladies' in tihs moft fupdrb dneflxss, One- of them 

clothed in £h*er brocade y arid appearing in the .mktft 

of tire circle, was- advanced ftwsie paces before tjhe^rrft, 

and ftood upon the brink of t^ia fteps $ one of thi 

%ukes, knowing her perfony informed the knightj 

it was the puiucejfs terfelf (17). ITJae knights qixkfc- 

ened 
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eried Aeir pa^ei and arrived at the foot of the ftairs 5 
they trould thcndiftindHy fee this celebrated dtichefs % 
but no fooner had Ifambard caft his ejes upori her, 
than, ftruck with aftonifhment, hie ftarted back, and 
looked, at l}is unhappy friend.— Oliver, pale and 
trembling, and ready to feirit, had his eyes caft upon 
the ground, and appeared motion lefs. The duchefs 
obferved him for a moment with fome attention % then 
breaking filence, (he addreffed the two friends in a 
ipeech full of grace, and inciting them to accompany 
her, me entered the palace ; Ifambard, who, for fe- 
veral minutes paft, • bad thought of nothing but his 
unfortunate companion in arms, now in his turn lent 
him the affiftance of his arm. Oliver, roufing all 
his refolution, refumed a calmer deportment, and 
mounted the ftair-cafe. -' In the veftibule they met 
-Lancelot and Angilbert, who came and embraced 
them j and Lancelot addreffing the two friends-^- 
** You have feen the primers,'' faid he, "and were 
you not much ftruck with the aftonifhing refemblance 
between her and* the unhappy daughter of Witikind ? 
I blame myfelf for not having mentioned this to Oli- 
ver, to whom this likenefs muft renew the painful re- 
membrance of a tragical fcene. - I thought of this 
during, our interview, but was averfe to enter into 
that de'tail in the prefenceofa ftrange knight : I in- 
tended, to have told him privately, and I forgot it." 
At thefe words Oliver ftammjered a few broken fylla- 
bles, which Ifambard haftened to interrupt, obferving, 
that he himfelf had experienced equal emotion and 
commiferation. « Yet," obferved Angilbert, '«« it is 
not ona of thofe miraculous likeneffes, of which fo 
many inftances. are to be found in romance ; on ex- 
amining! Beatrice you will find confiderable difference 
between her and Celanira. Beatrice is -not light- 
haired, her locks arc auburn, and her eyes black, her 
eye-brows are much darker and larger than thofe of 
Gtlanira, her mouth is not fo fmall, her long eye- 

lafhes 
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lathe* make* hep eyes appear larger^ and hep nofe, 
though of the fame form, is ftill more delicate ; but 
that refplendent clearnefs of complexion, thofe fame 
looks, the like expreffion of candour and fenfibility, 
a fimilar tone of voice, the fame fize, and an uncom- 
mon fimilitude of manners, mien, and deportment, 
produce an fllufion which will affect you a hundred 
times a day, by reviving the image of the mod in- 
terefting perfon we ever faw at the court of Charle- 
magne." This converfation was interrupted by Oger 
the Dane, who, with fome degree of confufion, came 
in queft of his old friends ; he dreaded their raillery, 
but they were not in a humour to remind him of the 
cottage, and to laugh at his phiiofophy. 

It v/as novJtime to repair to the faloon, and deter- 
mine upon feeing the charming Beatr ice-again. Oli- 
ver avoided looking at her ; Ifambard gazed on her 
with admiration chaftened by remorfe : for while en- 
raptured at the pleafure of hearing and feeing her, he 
confidered himfelf as Oliver's rival ; and if the repu- 
tation of the duehefs had* not long fince made deep 
impreffion upon his heart, this fatal refemj>lance 
would have preferved him from any dangerous degree 
of amorous infection* But fhe had engaged his atten- 
tion for more than three months paft ; the perufal of 
the tablets had completely turned his head ; and find- 
ing her a thoufand times beyond what fame had de- 
fcribed her to be, and being well p^rfuaded, that 
even a more perfect refemblance could not render 
Oliver faithlefs to the memory of Celanira, he fondly 
gave himfelf up to the enchantment of an infant 
paffion. Ifambard had a reftiturion to make, and, 
accofting the duehefs, he presented her the tablets, 
relating in what manner they had fallen into his 
hands. Beatrice bluihed, and requefted him to keep 
them: "I. flatter niyfelf," added: fhe, " that in 
examining ;my conduct you will ever find it cpnfonanfc 
with the maxims thofe tabjats^ contain." Ifambard 
' j v - received 
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rdfcekod thfr#reefeos gift with transport! •, a gift vlfclcjt 
afforded a happy prefage to hi* We* Oliver* wh& 
had been ill at eafe ever £nce he entered this palace* 
went 0t*t at the end of ate hour, on pvgf e$t? of vififc* 
lag. the fortifications. . Ah initent after he was lei- 
lowed by Ifaihbard. When they met together^ a mo- 
ftvent's illence took place, oft account of their mutual 
entbarraffraent $ a la$ Oliver* affectionately gpafphig 
the hand of h*s frtend* feid- — « My dea* KaH&bard, I 
eafiity p^ceive what is labouring h* your inind.-<- Ah \ 
may the new paffion, with which yon are inspired* 
fecurfe your fclkity-^-'tte all the wifh I have now to 
make. — Beatrice refembles her> but it is not Jbe I 1fon 
underftand thisy arid the diftinclibn ought to be ftiffi* 
cient to remove all your apprehenfions." " If is 
true/' r6t»rned I&mbaril* « that I have an enthufi- 
aftfc adrnkation for Beatrice* ami perhaps I ihall fooa 
be deeply enamoured with her ; but it wwl be without 
hope, for how can I encourage any ? In a word, I 
have devoted my life to thee, and never (hall I form 
any proje&s incontinent with thai focr'ed engage* 
men*." — QUvfcr preffed JbW friend's hand, and was 
unable to make reply -, when forne knights approach- 
ing the®* at this moment put an end to the coaverf** 
tk>n. 

In the afternoon Lancelot presented tlve two friends 
to the principal ladies of the court. Jfatnbarcfe was 
moftly ftruck with the beauty of the charming Delia* 
the favowrit^ of Beatrice, This y^uac *damfelr, who 
was only {ixteen* Was as remarkable tor her candour 
and modefty <as«foc the brilliancy of her peribn. Far 
from being elated with pride at this favour, fhe kept 
hcrfelf continually at a dtfk&nee. On all occafions 
&e foogjht tbeioweft place, and flranned every dif- 
fraction. Admiration and praife feemed ta> aftonMh 
arid'e*mbatfraf9 her. The fimpiicitycrf he* drefs, the 
engaging perifivenefs of her Idohs* and [Unalterable 
Is of her itemper, .imparted a® iticreft la bat 

whole 



*n*S£»fenV wblcfi ca*fi6d e*e»y tftihg ftefore* it. 
BS fiirfeY ffig affOrded an hfftafettf* efctrtmely hovel in 
« Ctm??;* of * fkvburftfc pOffigflM of htfiftlifcy *tfd difit- 
acJWrej 'dev\si<i of all atfcbftiofl, wfthotft cerementy* dr 
|tf etenforisV afcd &&tt&tg witfc fKWhirfg. Ifafcibfttfd 
rtitt! fcfrfe gr£ftf pTea(We* f he fair Ainalfcerga, Whti was 
JftsfcrVeii ¥6 dilik By the tendered 6<& of frferidtfhty. 
Hi tailed w'lfli Her 6f CHartefltelgHe* a*fld tfte vlftii- 
Btfsr ~ArialBer|a fcoMtt not h<&r ma f>ratfes of tftat 
fiferfc with ftidifffefente. At flight the two friends 
Wert fhdwh 26 their apartilhttits * there- they found 
^rtiife bF £recidif5 worlcmahffeip* rich nfcifitles of jnir- 
plfe itiie IHifcd with efrmfte, arid dfchfer fcdftfy gifts, 
Mt'Ah WfiWR ftfcjr were prefcrtckT by Beafrfte (|g). 
HafrAaro*; w13d ufeally did s not £6 td OHver's roorh 
before hfclf after eleven, ofefcnfedj atiSbng thfc %uif<*s 
and $a£<& wHb HM b*6u£ht £&<* jttefentfc into his 
clsMaffifer; bfce of the' latter* whd wa* left tfcan the 
feftj wfcfeie appearance was chafrhiriig, fcut wbdfe feal- 
fttres Be could not well dirtinfguiO^ beeaufe he kept 
4ft 4 diftknc^ arid in tfte dark* and edhcealed ftlrfrfelf 
fceTHnfl the others; Wfceri the? were att gone dfct, 
tfefe. Ifttfe page fehtakied m the rodin, atod fhutttog 
&& dbbr, n\£ then advanced £p to Ifambtfrd, Who 1 , 
looking flfcdfiffly ** Mm, iir^ediattely ttcdgnifecl As* ; 
rftcrfretfe? *irt nfrlcftger was it in 1ms eyes the dan*-'' 
Tg&buk JfraidffejdB,- whdrh he had found To eharhiifig 
a rrtf fe WSle before -, he" was toecdfoe ac^tfeinted witk 
frer arMcesafotA 'HA the bafeneft of her cdridiicl*, and 
fhe cbuld fioti onfy ekcite ittdign'af ion and conterafptv* 
A:fter Having eydd hfcr^rbni he^d to *obt with the 
gr'&tfeft 5ltti8KW»(*— ^-Bfay 1 vent?rli»e Yd ailk, feax 
8a l tn' 1 ,,: ftia ife, «.wfcafe is the ol>}e<El «f *Ms fea%M 
Pailif'-^TliJs ^ixe#ioh 5 ^hd -ftie' coM m^nWer in wl^ktl 
ft Ws Mttt^ea, entirery 'drfcoiicerted W€ %cdy t Hd*^ 
e^eri 4Wih Vefe'ihihg; fieV wonted atkktcityy Ac -re 1 - 
tflied, tHStliV^rdei 1 lo^rvold the |>er{ku!!dhvdf A*a!^ 
gffe, a^H^^Mftai Veffi^4h'tf^ctfeWy«i»lb€ h^ 

not 
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not confided her fecret to any one ; had obtained thie 
•office of page about the perfon of the princefs, but 
.had no particular employment affigned her, and 
therefore flie was not obliged to live witji the. other 
• pages, or to appear in public $ flie added, that tHe 
certainty, of meeting Ifambard here had induced her 
t& make choice of this afylum ; , and fhe finifhed her 
. ftory with proteftations of gratitude and friendfbip. 
During the narration, Ifambard, leaning in a negli- 
gent manner againft the chimney-piece, heard her 
with indifference, and without making any interrup- 
tion ; when fhe had done fpeaking — " I cannot make 
a better return to your confidence, madam," faid he, 
, «* than by giving you two ufeful pieces of advice. The 
fir ft) that you carefully avoid the prefence of. Oliver; 
for fliould he. meet you, I fhall, take upon myfeif to 
fpare him the horror of feeing you a fecond time, by 
informing the princefs who you are, that, fhe may no 
longer give an afylum to vice. What I next recom- 
mend relates to prince Adalgife :you have, . madam, 
a very eafy way to efcape his-perfecutions $ infteadof 
having recourfe to falfehood and difguife, at once 
give up all impofture •, relate to him, without deceit, 
the principal incidents of your life, and you will 
quickly fee him blufh at his ridiculous conftancy." 
During this difcourfe, Armoflede, quite confounded 
and motionlefs, recolle&ed with terror the fatal pre- 
diction of the virtuous Meinrad ; all pale and .trem- 
bling, fhe was. on the point of fainting away. At 
length, falling into a chair : .« O heavens," faid die, 
« is this a French knight ? Isit Ifambard who thus 
treats a womas, that has jttfhbeen giving him a proof 
of the moft unftifpicious confidence. I" This reproach 
was ill founded, hut ; it touched, tjbe dejjeacy ofjdie 
generous Ifambard: ." Yes, madam," returned* e, 
«< I acknowledge all the, clecorum? due to r yonr fex» 
and.you yQurfelf are able: to ,bea.i? evtdence.of it/j We 
&w<s the profoupdeft refpeel tq.aUy : irj[U9u^.wo^jen,Qf 

-: .•. ' • " 7 "* *' " "" " ' tO 
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to all who appear fo, and fuch we ought always to, 
fuppofe them ; for being born ,to protect and defend 
the fex, we feel the neceflity of giving them our' 
efteem. But when we have evident proofs of their 
perverfenefs, we are exonerated from our attentions, 
and they can only pretend to our fuccour, which, 
weaknefs arid misfortune have ever a right to claim. 
Thus, madam,- is it, that I have already combated . 
for you, and that I mould ftill be ready to render 
you the fame fervices if you had occafion for * 
them (19)." u At the time you mention,*' returned 3 
Armoflede, " you feemed prejudiced againft me in- 
deed, but were far from expreffing that hatred and 
horror which appear now to govern you 5 what then 
have I done fince that period ?" " Excufe me, ma- 
dam, from entering into fuperfluous explanations." 
« What !" cried Armoflede, vehemently, " when 
you accufe nie of being a monfter, when you treat 
me with the moft provoking contempt, you refuse to 
inform me what are my crimes ! You condemn me 
without hearing, do you call that juftice ? Would you 
aft in this way with a man, who could call you to an 
account for the outrage ? Is it thus you refpect the 
weaknefs of which you pretend to be the protector ?" 
cc Well, madam," anfwered Ifambard, " fince our 
interview, I have learned the whole ftory of the un- 
happy Oliver." Upon this Armoflede, obliging Ifam- 
bard to liften to her, endeavoured to palliate her 
crime, in protefting fhe had never been able to be- 
lieve that Diaulas was really the brother of Celanira ; 
fhe fupported this falfehood, and many others, by a 
flood of tears. Ifambard was not affected, yet he 
became a little foftened. c< Calm yourfelf, madam," 
faid he, "and, for heaven's' fake, let iis put an end 
for ever to this fatal fubject j conduct yourfelf here 
with prudence, and, above all, avoid the fight of 
Oliver, and be aflured of my difcretion. But let this 
interview be our laft ; you will never make me alter 

m T 
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my opinion, or fentiments ; and I am now goin&t& 
confers what will prove to you,, that,, in fpke ofall 

your, charms* you nave totally, chafed to appear dan- 
gerous- to me, IPou were the earlieft ob|c£t v of m£ 
love y 1 firft faw you- on your- return from tombarcfy j, 
joup graces, your gaiety, your talents, turned mjf 
head; Almoft at the fame time I heard* of your en- 
gagements with- Oliver*! and I then avoided you witto 
the utmoft care. The fontiments 1 felt for you being 
checked on their, birth did* not- gj»ow into a-paffton? 
liut hindered me from- giving, reception to another, 
and coft me a long and* fevere combat- 1"—** WEat/ 
vetumed Armofledey u and you' have loved me f "5tbu 
muft indeed be well cured of your flame, to be able 
to make fiich a declaration." Ananoflede now cafi 
her looks- oiv the ground,, and remained in- filence, 
and a tear or two efcaping, from her eye-lidsi crept 
ioftly down her cheek* Ifambard began- to feel a 
painful fenfation- at the bottom- of hi& heart* whicft 
ieemed like companion. Armoflede arofe — " Fare* 
wel, feignioi?," faidfce* « my giddy head has* led me 
into many an- error ; but if bitter regret and forrow- 
fui contrition Gan make any reparation* this evening 
has expiated them all." ' On faying. this y ihe advanced 
towards the" door, when* the good knight, feetning 
quite at a- lofs, and relenting, of his harmnefey fol- 
lowed he,r in a refpe&ful? manner, as if he wrflied to 

. bring her back : Armoflede put her hand to the latch 
of the door, and turning towards Ifambard— " Fare- 
wel then: for ever I" faid. (he, u and at leaft be a£ 
fared, {hat in fpite of your hatred"-^", My hatred \" 
cried hey if can- you- believe"— An> inexprefllble em- 
barratfment prevented- his going on with the fentence \ 
he took hold of the pretty hand he faw laid upon ths 
latch, and when he felt that hand within- his own} 
bis cmbarraffmen* ftiirtr increased } he would fain make 
reparations by politenefs, for a faene which he tnought 
he had carried too far } he was fearful of feowing any 
* thing 
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thing like gallaittryi 5 he dorfr not fpeaki yet wa$ 
^ware how ridicijlous it wrft' tp cftiftiiKKT fiten*. This 
perplexity gave him' an air'df cottdftitflf ahd irrefolu- 
tion, which Armoflede took for fe'ride'r ebftAion : at 
length, very fortunately fb^ Ifatrtbatr"dj the voice of 
^lis fquire was heard in tlie anti-cKaifibeY, when Ar- 
moflede, pulling down her hat over her eyes, opened 
the door, and haftily went away. 
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A COUN&IL OF £7 ATE* 

JL avis du plus grandTibnrbf£ e(Wb\Mfll£ mAmNMft 

THE next morniftg; a* IBAMtttf w« : walking out 
irith lancelot, and going afbng a' fiftcltfas gallery, he 
palled by a chamber in which he heard mufic. He 
flopped, and liftenedto a charming, voice which fung 
the following ballad, accompanied by a lute. 

They fay I'm in love with Philkni ! 

heav'ns ! how my cafe they miftate ! 
Whate'er I iriaf feel- fo> that fwaln- 

Is not Love — it 1 i* Kker tto- Hatc. 

I bluih When I' fee hikii— I do— 
His prefence (till {jive*- me diftrefe; 

Yet, the more I t&iftJroo hiniy 'tis truey 

1 perceive— ^/ 1 btite b'rrtr the A£, 

If Phillis fay aught in' his praifc, 
Be It ever fo trivial and flight, 

Ah! how my poor fowl -it* affray* ;i 
And fills it with: ire and deTpight'. 

To love him 'a a erime, m my v&w y 
Andyecl n*ift$ freely confefi; . 
N That the more I think on him* 'tis true, 

I perceive— that I bate bim the lefs. 

Of 
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Of aU'the fair nymphs of the plain 
ketitia was deareft to me— - 

JLetitia's in love with Philene— . 
Letitia with horrorl fee : 

My envy I cannot fnbdue, 
My jealoufy cannot fupprefs : 

And the more I think on him, 'tis true, 
I perceive — that I bate him the left. 

If he aflc me to dance, in the grove, 
Wkh reliance I -tender my hand : 

Is this any token of love, 
When I ftagger, and fcarccly can fianrf ? 

Palpitations and pantings enfue, 
The caufe I'm unable to guefs : 

But the more I think on him, 'tis true, . 
I pmeive^ftfat 1 bate him tht left. 

* While mining,' a fevv days ago, .. 

I met him alone in a mead ; ' 

I ne'er was fo' flutter'd, I know 5 
I turn'd me, and fuddenly fled, 

Y«t, alas ! though I fled from his* view, 
I 'could not my feelings reprefs-; 

And the more I think on him, 'tis true, . 
I perceive— thai I hate htm the /g/i. ; " ' 

Ah ! whjtihould fetifations fo keen 
Lay hold on fo- youthful a heart ? ; 

Ah ! why ftiould k girl* 'not fiftecO,- 
Endure fo tormenting a fmart? 

A lmart which 1 cannot eichew; 
For his abfence augments my di&refs :- 

And the more I think on him, 'tis true, - 
I perceive — that I Bate him tht lefi7* - 

But, be it -axurfian.— or witim^ - -/•• . 
My Am/on it ne'e# (hall difgracc ; 

I will ever 4<> iuAice to him : 
He'stheflow'rof chefwain* of the place. 
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Perhaps myayeriion may ceafe, 
Perhaps there'* a curie for my pain-; 

I feel it . already decreafe-~ 
. Ah ! how can I hatefucb a fiuain ? 

After the fong was over, the two knights continued 
.their walk. " The young perfon you have* juft 
heard," faid Lancelot, "is in. love with one .of the 
jprincefs's pages, and upon that paflion, which flip 
herfelf does not feem to underftand, Angijbert co% 
pofed thg; fong, and gave it to her. The words flie 
finds fo expreffive of her own feelings, that fhef talces 
delight m finging it every day \ but do you know who 
the little page is, who thus turns her head ? It is Ar- 
moflede in difguife, and who is only known here by 
Angiibert, Oger, and mie. She has been aniufing 
herlelf till fhe has an opportunity of making more 
.brilliant conquefts, in creating mifchief among the 
maids of honour of the princefs ; but Beatrice has 
difapproved of this intrigue, and the apartment of 
vthe young ladies has been fhut againft her for a fort- 
. night paft." " And how long has Armoflede been 
here ?" demanded Ifambard* " She came with Oger ," 
replied Lancelot, " about three weeTcs ago." This 
anfwer made Ifambard laugh j but he thought it pro- 
per tp .inform Lancelot, that Oliver, having quar- 
relled with Armoflede> had great rcafon to deteft her, 
and he would do right not to fpeak of her in his pre- 
fence. Lancelpt promifed to mention this to Angil- 
bert. " He will not be aftonifhed ,at this rupture," 
added he, f c for he has never believed the public re- 
port, that they were married, or that Armoflede was 
indeed worthy of becoming the wife of Oliver.". 

During this interview, Lancelot informed Ifam- 
.bard,that„he was going in an hour's time to the. camp 
of the allied princes, to carry the laft propofals of 
peace from the duchefs. Lancelot, departing, re- 
paired to Gerold's tent.} he met the fage Theobald, 

'who 
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who was waiting for 'binv there, <anji< tttednlight, and 
the venerable old«maia, acquitted {hemfijlve^of their 
million. The count liftened to them with calnmefs, 
and replied, that he fhouid aifemble a council of the 
princes, and there deliberate upon the v duchefs's, of- 
fers; " but I believe/* added Ceroid, « that they 
will be judged infinc^re ; it is imagined) that f£ r many 
valiant .warriors^ as now comppfe the court qf* Bea- 
trice, are far from infpifing her with pacjfic fenti- 
ments \ their ,interefts perhaps are oppoflte to purs 5 
the pretentions of the king of Paqnonp, fpr h> 
fiance, are fufficiently knotoi, and Should . Beatrice 
confulthim, he would not counfef her to offer peace 
upon {uch conditions as we could accept*' ** §eig- 
niqr," replied Lancelot, «' I am not acquainted with 
:the proje&s of Theudon, but I know, that, tfye prin- 
cefs confults only her reafon and her duty. I know 
befides, that ail the knights, who are arm.ed ip her 
defence, are fearl^fs of war ; but have no interefts 
which make them defire it. They .have all given 
r proofs of their prowefs.in the ( fiejd of honour, apd 
{ no n^w, exploits can increafe the brilliant reputation 
of the, Knights of the Swan, Oger, the Dane, the 
brave Angilbert, and the fons of dujte Aimon ; in 
fine, feignior, 1 can affure you, that you have many 
true admirers at. the court of Beatrice, and that the 
perfon who appears to have the greateft fhare of her 
favour, far. from being againft you, openly profeffes 
, the warmeft attachment for ypu.'* «< An/1 who may 
that perfon be ?" .returned Gerold : " Jt is the bpfpm 
^friend of Beatrice," angered Lancelot,, "the young 
and .beauteous Delia, who was bprn,ihe fays, in 
yoj^r dominions 5 and all her vows are, in behaljf of 
,Jier fover^ign •, and if theduchefs followed her ad- 
vice in that rdpe£t, jour wiihes, feignjor, would fqon 
J>e gratified. At jh^fe woivds, fcferold bejng fur- 
prifcd >nd. touched* aicd a thoufa^ qu$ftio$s con- 
r cerning Delia : Lancelot, who was paffionately en- 
amoured 
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amoured ipfrcti «her, anrwered h** manner that ap* 

Seared greatly to tntereft the eouat^f -Bavam j and 
artng the reft of the conference there was no quefi- 
*ion of any thing 4>ut the charming Delia. After 
^anefclot hajd retired, Gerokioalled-an affemWy^rf^the 
princes.; a grand council -was held, -and Barmecide 
was admitted a member. <5ero*ld read the propofa!ls 
of "Beatrice : flhe declared her refcltrdqn to remain 
Tree.; that violent meafiHres would never induce -her 
to make eh0ice of -& htffband ; but that 4he wHhed 'for 
.peace, 4^3 dffered to pay^the expence of all the pre- 
parations y <Sf war. rjartrad, count of Thuringia, 
whphaoMcaig be^n fmrtten with a violent paffion for- 
Beatrice, ^Srft began to (peak. 'He maintained, that 
peace on 'fiich -conditions could not be accented with- * 
out difhonour.; and that the allied princes would' be- 
come an objeft ,<5f ridicule in the eyes of all Europe, 
if, after the'fame of this enterprife, they ihouldin*- 
gloriQuiJy retreat without compelling the duchefs to 
choofe one among them for a hufbahd. Henry, duke 
of Ftiuiji, wko alfo * loved Beatrice, was of the fame 
.opinion. The duke of \Spoletto was almoft the only 
perfon who appeared inclined to peace. Ceroid com- 
bated his fentiments in. a long'fpeech, equally artful 
and eloquent, an.d endeavoured to prove, -that mere 
policy , .independent of all private intereft, fhould lead 
them to rejecT: the propofals of the duchefs* Barme- 
cide then requefted • leave to fpeak. After 1 having 
•drawn a ftrikihg pifture of the dreadful evils of war * 
*« when we refle^ faid he, •« on thefe terrible^eala- 
mities,, every pi&.r>n ought to fubfide, and the voice 
of 'humanity, , to fupprefs thofe of ambition, refent- 
ment, and "loye. 'ft J5 faid dishonour would attend 
the acceptance .Of the' prbpofed peace.— ^When a 
prince fubmits to ; humiliating conditions, when 'he 
concludes a treaty contrary to. the interefts and rights 
of his fuhjeffts, then it is that; he makes a difhonour- 
frble peace ;' but when nothing is required of hin* that 

can 
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can prove prejudicial to his. nation, he commits a 
crime in continuing hoftilities, and will alone be re- 
fponfible for the blood that (hail be fhed. I will go 
farther, and obServe, that ihould an enemy demand 
an equitable re ft] tut ion, a prince ought to make it, and 
thereby expiate the crime of usurpation, for fuch may 
all conqueft be confidered. But in the prefent cafe 
there is no queftion of thefe great Sacrifices. The 
ducheSs of Cleves, affording a noble example of mo- 
deration, demands peace of the aggrefibrs, and ten- 
ders them her. treafures to fpare the bloqjl of her 
fubje&s. Should this be refufed^ with what ardour 
will they combat in her caufe ? And as tot ourfelves, 
can we depend upon the zeal of our troops ? Have 
they their homes to defend ? What intereft have they 
in. the war ? they are only to experience the fatigues 
and dangers of it. And of what avail is the valour 
and ability of the, chie/s, ^ r hen the foldiers are dis- 
contented and murmur ? Their enthufiafm it is which 
produces victory; and diScouragement and. diSmay 
will prevail in our camp, while the energy of the be- 
fieged will multiply both their refources and SuccefTes. 
Upon your decifion depends the fate of that multi- 
tude of men which compofes the two armies. Our 
tents, extended along the foot of thefe hills, have 
already ftrnck terror into the minds of the peaceful 
inhabitants of this fine country *, with a fingle word 
you may difpel all their alarms. Ah ! turn your eyes 
towards thoSe fertile fields which Surround you j look 
at thofe cpttages, the refpeftable abodes of innocence 5 
behold that flourifhing army 5 and c&nfider, that in. 
rejecting peace you pronounce a Sanguinary Sentence, 
the prompt and terrible execution of which will every 
where carry devastation and death* T^iofe cottages, 
thofe villages, will 'be burned and deftrotfed, thoSe 
. fields will be deSolated, thoSe foldiers, now So fhowy 
and alert, will be maflacred, and at your command 
too $ for all thefe evils, all theSe cruelties, will be 

your 
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, your own work.— And in tribunals, inftituted for the 
puniihment of crimes, fhall the judge be unable to 
pronounce fentence upon the vileft wretches without 
repugnance, while princes, affembled in council, (hall 
coolly confign thoufands of innocent men to death I 
— Yes, I wul ever maintain, that defenfiye war alone 
can be reafonable and juft ; and where peace can 
either be accepted or propofed, a declaration of war 
is the moft horrid of crimes. Even fuccefs cannot 
diminifh its atrocity in the eyes of rational and com* 
paflionate beings, for true glory is infeparable front 
moderation t juftice, and humanity. 9 ' 

This fpeech gave rife to the moft yiolent debates % 
Hartrad, and the duke of Friuli, who felt themfelves 
particularly pointed at, expreffed the moft violent 
refehtment againft Barmecide : and being, ignorant o£ 
the real name of that great man, and considering 
him only as the obfeure GiafFar ; they replied with 
difdain and anger. Barmecide retorted with all his 
natural fpirit ; but Gerold put an end to this difpute 
by observing, that if liberty of opinion were not al- 
» lowed, it wasufelefs to fummon a council. « In this 
refpecV' faid he, (t I may be permitted to offer my- 
felf as an example (two of the deareft friends I have 
in this aflembly are the duke of Spoletto and GiafFar ; 
both of them differ with me in opinion, and I am not 
incenfed againft them. They have fpoken confeien- 
tiouily, and have done their duty : ours is now to 
weigh their reafons, and duly to reflect upon them* 
I therefore propofe, that nothing be decided upon, 
with precipitation ; that the duchefs bcinformed, that 
we (hall maturely examine her propofals before wc 
make reply ; and that we defire that the truce, which 
expires the day after to-morrow, fi^ould be prolonged 
another month. During this time, ne\jr ideas and 
new negotiations may bring about a pacification, and 
efpecialiy as in that interval the prince of Greece will 
certainly arrive at our camp, and that new reinforce- 

Vol. II. - E ment 
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ihent will Facilitate a treaty of peace " This propo- 
sal was combated by 'Hartrad and the d»ke of Friuli* 
but every other member of « the council adopted it, 
and it was carried by a plurality of voices* The 
council ' immediately named -two deputies, commit 
fioncd to carry their <lecifion*tp -the princefe. Bea- 
trice chofe to receive the deputies in the prefence of 
all the knights who ^defended her caufe 5 fhe ac- 
cepted their prdpofals, -and confented to the pro- 
longation <rf the, truce* 

An hour after the departure of the deputies, the 
arrival of Barmecide was announced ; as the princefi 
had made a rialt never to grant a private audience to 
•the warriors from the enemy's camp, Barmecide could 
only fee her in/the midft of her court. Being ad- 
mitted irito. her prefence, he informed her, that the 
count of Bavaria, having heard that one of her la- 
dies was a native of his dominions, was defirous of 
making fo me inquiries concerning her^ " Seignior," 
replied Beatrice, " it is proper that Delia herfelf 
ftiould gratify the curiofity of her fovereign in that 
refp^ft : you (hall fee her 5 you fhall inftantiy be coil- 
dueled to her apartment ; but as intrigue has never 
found its way into this caftle, all rnyftery is banifhedj 
ail our proceedings -arc public, becaufe our inten- 
tions are all upright and pure ; I am in the -midft of 
my friends and .defenders, and unlimited confidence 
is the leaft proof of gratitude which 1 can give them. 
My friendfhip for Delia, and your attachment to the 
count of Bavaria, may bring fufpicion upon a fecret 
interview. To avoid .therefore all falfe interpreta- 
tions, you will permit, feignior, that the knights 
who are here prefent may be witnefs to .this inter- 
view, andlrequeft them to accompany you." At 
thefe' words Barmecide bowed low, and withdrew. 
The* Knights of the Swan, Lancelot, Roger, young 
Guichard, arid fome others, attended them to De- 
lia's apartment- Wkn 'Barmecide was' gone out of 

-the 
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the faloon, b£ turned towards OHver, and taking him 
by the arm, " There^" faid he, "is a princefs of 
twenty years ©Id, whofe policy is worthy the imita- 
tion of all the fovereigns of the earth ;,-*-*we fhould 
then fee no more revolutions." " Yes," replied 
Oliver, « goodnefs, equity; upright atfs, fuch is the fe- 
cret -of the great art of government, and Beatrice 
pofleffes thefe qualities/' "lain fearful," returned 
Barmecide, "left this fecret, which is fo fimple and 
excellent, fhould be loft with her ; at lcaft for a long 
while." , While he was thus fpeaklng, they found 
themfehres at Delia's door, and Barmecide entered 
with the other knights. Delia was alone, and em- 
ployed in reading *, fhe was much fnrprifed at feeing 
fo numerous a company : Barmecide approached, and 
informed her, that the count of Bavaria was defirou** 
of knowing in what part of his dominions fhe was 
born. " That prince," added Barmecide, " has been 
highly flattered on hearing of the intereft you take in 
his fituation. He laments on reflecting that misfor- 
tunes, or perhaps injuftice, to which he is a ftranger f 
have probably driven you from your native country ; 
he makes you a tender of his friendfhip, madam, and 
of his protection and influence In favour of your rela- 
tions, fhould you have any in his dominions." 
During this difcourfe the meek and timid Delia 
changed countenance feveraf times, and nearly fainted 
away. — Shi replied, with a low and tremulous voice j 
that fhe did not, neither ought fhe to complain ; that 
fhe was an orphan ; that the goodnefs of the princeft 
' rendered her fituation as happy as it could be made ; 
and fhe added, on cafting down her eyes, that fhe 
fhould ever offer up the moft ardent vows to heaven 
for the happinefs of hqr. fovereign. « Well, ma- 
dam," returned Barmecide, " your fovereign is enti- 
tled to prefent you with a flight acknowledgment of 
his gratitude, fince he is deprived of the pleafure of 
affording an afylum to a perfon of your worth, at leaf): 
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you will not refufe thefe pledges of his efleem a»4 
friendfhip, which be has comraiffioned me to offer 
you." Then Barmecide, caufing his fquires to come 
forward, took from them an open baiket, adorned 
with green ribbands, and filled with trinkets and jew- 
els) and placed it on the table before her. Delia co- 
loured, and heaved a deep figh. % " Thefe fplendid 
ornaments/' >faid 4be» * would ill become me 5 but, 
ftignror, I £hall receive with refpeft and thankfolneft 
this green ribband; it is the colour of the count of 
Bavaria, and is the only one of his gifts I can accept." 
On faying this Delia took off a broad ribband from 
the bafketj and tied it round her waift. Barmecide 
in vain endeavoured to prevail upon her to retract her 
iiefufal. Delia perfifted in it with firmnefe ; Barme- 
cide took back the gifts, and obferved as he went 
out, that the favourite was, in her way, in every re- 
fpeft, as extraordinary a. character .as the pirincefs. 



CHAPTER 1TO. 
THE MTSTEJIIOUS DWELLING. 

■ ■ » Nod e pcudenca 

Ma follia de' mortali 

i.'arte crudel di prafagirfi i mali. 

Sempre e maggior del vero 

£,'idea d'nna (Ventura, 

Al credulo penfiero, 

Dipinta dal timor. 

Chi ftolto il mal figura, 

Affi-etta il proprio affanao ; 

Ed afficura un danno ; 

Quando e dubbiofo ancor. 

MtTA*TfcSJ«* 

Un noir deflein fc forme a Tomftre 4u unyftdre. - • 

PjladoKw 

ISAMBARD, ftill recoUcfting with great concern 
the ftory of the unhappy Azoline, which Ordalia bad 

related. 
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Wrlated, was now convinced that Roger was, !n fad, 
(he lover of that unfortunate lady •, he often obferved 
him colour and tremble, when be had purpofely men- 
tioned the name of ^Rotbold in his prefence. Thus 
perfiiaded, hepropofed a walk into the for eft with him ; 
and when they were out of the caftle, he obferved 
he had wilhed to fpeak to him in private, in order to 
juftify the memory of an innocent perfon, whom 
he doubtlefs considered as culpable. This preface, 
which announced the death of Azoline, made Roger 
ftart ! he befeeched Ifambard to explain himfelf, and 
the Knight of the Swan related the fad adventure of 
that lady. Roger, who during this narrative was al- 
ternately afflifted with forrow, and transported with : 
rage, fhed a flood of tears, and engaged himfelf, un- 
der the moft terrible oaths, to avenge the death of 
the unhappy Azoline, by immolating her barbarous 
oppreflbr, and the infamous Tryphon, his accom- 
plice. — « Alas !" cried Roger, " the crime of thefe 
monfters have rendered me guilty myfelf. I have ca- 
lumniated virtue; I accufed the innocent Azcline'j: 
contempt and indignation had cured me of hopelefs 
love ; while me was dying in uttering my name, I 
wa3 complaining of her infidelity and perfidy \ nor 
did I know my fatal error till it was no longer in my 
power to make expiation ?" Ifambard, deeply affefted 
at Roger's defpair, feared his affliction, and felc, that 
©f all the movements of the foul pity is the ftrongeft 
and prompted inducement to friendfliip. He pro- 
mifed to* fee him every day in private, to hear his 
complaints, and foothe his regret. Roger knew how 
to value fuch a friend, and his acquifition afforded 
him the greateft confelation he was capable of re- 
ceiving. As they were walking along the fkirts of 
the foreft, Ifambard obferved a fmall houfe at a dif- 
tance, at the foot of a hill, ftanding entirely by it- 
felf } he had been for an hour paft extremely thirfty, 
and was defirous of flopping a moment at this houfe 
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in order. to drink. The knights repaired thither, and 
finding the door half opened, they entered the 
houfe. After paffing through a kind of. veftibule, 
they came into a room which was decently furniftied ; 
a little maid fervant thirteen or fourteen years old was 
fitting alone before a large furnace, upon which was 
placed a ftill. Above the furnace was a fhelf full of 
bottles, of various coloured liquors. ** This," faid 
Ifambanj, " muft be the dwelling of fome chemift } 
but truly he has made choice of a very retired and 
wild fituation. " Is your mafter at home ?" de-_ 
mancted Roger ; u I have no mafter," anfwered fhe, 
u the ^perfon on whom I wait is a woman." " It is 
lingular," faid Ifambard, u and will not your miC- 
trefs then fee any body ?" " O, yes, people come 
after her, but not fo often as formerly -, we have feen 
hardly anybody for a fortnight paft, but . the little 
page ?"— " "What page?"—" The pretty little page 
from the caftle 5 I don't know his name. They who 
come here fcarce ever mention who they are." 
c< But," interrupted Roger, « tell us, I beg of you, 
the name of your miftrefs." — "" Marcelina," faid the 
girl. — " Ah ! let us go hence," cried Roger inftant- 
ly, " you niuft not quench your thirft in this houfe; 
let us begone." On faying this, he took Ifambard by 
the arm and led him out, without waiting his reply. 
When they got into the foreft, Ifambard queftioned 
Roger upoa what had juft pafled. " This Marcelina," 
anfwered he, " is an old woman, who is thought by 
the people of. the country to be a forcerefs ; and, ac- 
cording to all appearances, fhe deals in poifons. She 
pretends to practife chemiftry, to foretel events, to 
prepare charms and philters 5 it is faid (he conjures 
up departed fouls, and forces the dead from their 
tombs 5 but it feems evident enough, that (he has a 
fatal power over the living, for it is known, that two 
^>erfons have lately periflied .by drinking her potions. 
The princeis, who is averfe to the very appearance of 

defpotifm, 
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difpotifm, does not banifli her from the country ; 
but the old woman has been indicted upon feveral ao 
cufations, and profecutjon' is going forward again ft 
her : but this will be a tedious affair, becaufe the hu- 
manity of the lawsallows the accufed per/on very cx> 
tenfive meafures of defence in matters of a criminal 
nature." Ifambard, on reflecting upon this adven- 
ture, imagined the pretty little page, of whom the 
fervant had fpbken* might be Armoflede ; and the 
idea of her fecret propenfity to thefe vile fuperfti- 
tions increafed the contempt he already conceived for 
her. 

On going out of the foreft, the knights entered 
an extenfive plain. ' Ifambard obferved with furprif^ 
a large and open tent, which the workmen had juft 
been erecting, and inquiring of Roger if he knew 
for what it was intended $♦" AH I am acquainted 
with," replied the knight, " is, that the princefs is to 
appear there to-morrow \ that all her troops, and the 
inhabitants of the canton, are invited to attend her. 
The duchefs has informed us, that flie will not declare 
her intentions but in prefence of all the people af- 
fembled together. We fuppofe flie means to make a 
fpeech relative to the perfecution fhe fuffers." This 
explanation deeply interefted Ifambard, and he waited * 
for the morrow with extreme, impatience; 
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:8© The knights of 

chapter viii. 
jt virtuousand enlightened princess. 

Tome puioante vient de Dieu, et tout ce qui vient de XReu, n'eft 
etafele que pour l'milkl des hommes; les grands fcroient iontile* 

: far la terre, s*tl ne s'y trouvoit des pauvres et des malhcureux. Ill 
se doWent kur elevation qu'aux beibins publics ; et loin que let 
peuples foient fait* pour euz, Us ne font eux-memes tout ce qu'ili 
font, que pour les peuples. 

Massillon*. 

La prevention do peuple en faveur des grands eft fi aveugle, ques'ib 
•'avtfbient d'etre boot, cela irott a l'ldolatrfe* 

La Brutih. 

THE next morning, at ten o'clock* the duchefs of 
Cleves gave notice t<k all the knights, that fhe was 
going to the plain : it^was in the month of Novem-» 
her \ but the air was as foft and ferene as in one of 
the fineft days of autumn ; the princefs was drefled 
with remarkable elegance and fimpticity, and her per- 
fon never before appeared to fuch advantage. At* 
tended by all the knights and ladies of the court, (he 
' arrived at the appointed place. The whole" plain waS 
covered with people, who for two hours had been 
waiting for the appearance of their fovereign ; the 
moment they faw her, the iky refounded with fhouts 
of joy, acclamation, and applaufe. Beatrice re- 
queued the fplendid train which accompanied her, to 
ftop for a moment ; when, leaving the circle Which 
furrounded her, fhe advanced alone upon the plain, 
and mixed in the crowd that idolized her. Every 
one prefled -forward to look at her, but at the fame 
time was fearful of thronging her j at length they 
made an opening, and fhe paffed through the multi- 
tude to the tent, but with a flow pace, and frequently 
ftbpping to fpeak with thofe who were near her, and 

beholding 
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beholding them alt with looks expreffive of tendemeft 
and gratitude. When fhe approached the tent, the 
crowd flood ftilh Beatrice* turning towards then*, 
obferved, that the finenefs of the day rendering the 
tent ufelefs, fhe was averfe to go into it, but that 
having occafion to harangue them/ fhe rather wiOied 
to have the ftage removed from h into the open air* 
in order to be heard by allprefent. *Fhis-w^si«- 
ftantly done *, and the knights beh*£noW^rr5ved, all, 
without diftinftkmof rank, ranged themfelves around 
the princeft* Theudon, however, with- Ifainbard and 
the youngeft of the fons of Affnon* found nifcarjs to 
place themfelves very near herv Oliver^ who was at 
a greater distance, could not fee her ; but Beatrice 
had him called, obfervirig to Ifambard; that fte 
wiflied him not to be fepara*ed fecit* hls.frterkL Oli- 
ver came forwards, and placed Mnifeif befide Ifon*- 
bard. Deep filence prevailed* and the princeft ear- 
preffed hertelf in the following terms : « I have be^en 
two years fcVereign of this? country \ and I mayvenv- 
ture to flatter myfelf, that J have added to its prospe- 
rity and happinefc ; but of this I do not vainly boaft* 
Young, and without experience,! coWld only daim 
the merit of blameless feAtitnents and uptight inten- 
tions. I wanted knowledge, but I, was fenfibk of my 
deficiency $ I fought after wife- couhfels; and weighed 
them with a degree of reafcn*, which nothing has yet 
been able to corrupt. My love for the public wel- 
fare has flood me in the fteqd of talents ; and in that 
tender and fubttme fcntiment conllft the wifiiom and 
genius of fovereigris* To my refpoclable preceptor, 
to the fege Theobald, *m T indebted for my princp. 
pies, and my notions <*f real glory; and to hin*you 
owe the in-ftkutions and new laws which ft cure- your 
, liberty, and coofequently j*oftr happinefe.- From him 
i learned, in my infancy, that wiju-ft 1 prerogatives are 
left degrading to* *h6fe ; who- grant 1 them, than dtf- 
honourable %<> ft cfc ^3 retain thwa^ He has taught 
" E 3 
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tne^ ^dj^it'isrfi'noWc^tafk, to govern a people wlwfr 
think, and'whoarefenQble of their rights; for ftich 
.only can judge of the conduct of their 1 chief;, fiich 
only caneftimate virtue,, and difpenfe glory, by their 
approbation and lovej while the praifes <and ohedih 
^enep pf flayes evince only th«ir own fe&fenefsi and 
fearer,. He taught *i\e, too, thai.one of :the tnoft im- 
portant,^ lies .o£ a ; fov«?eigi< is to avoid »rar, and to 
fubitiir*to T the greateft Sacrifices . for . thye ; prefervatkm 
of peace. r Judge then of the forrow I now^feel on 
account .of ; [the powerful league which is formed 
-againft mje. The confederate princes infift, that I 
ihcflild make-, choice of a hufband among them ; but 
th? jnjuftice and violence of their conduft Sufficiently 
(how, thafwerfel tf> yieldtotheitrequifitSori^lfliould 
give ypura tyrant to : feign over you ; and that.fok 
jcpm^deration, is enough to induce me to perfift in my 
refuiaL ; . Finding,' therefore, that, war is irievitable, 
Lhave bffeii *e§$c1;ing upon the evils at will bring upon 
.yop, iandi fcot, tyejng able to fupport that dreadful 
.prpfpecT;, I, have. 'taken,, for fome timcpafij the.refo- 
lfltion I 4 am nf>w go^ng to make known to you. ; Am-? 
btitipn, andsthe defir.n pf ^guing over this fine coun- 
try* have chiefly. inftigatfcd ;thc princes to appear, in 
arms agato& me;iif Bpatticfe- -did !not poflefs. the 
cluchy of Cleves, there would be no-conteftta obtain 
.her hand. My*ank'I only valueas far as.it is condu- 
cive to your welfare ; and happy ftiould I-be to re- 
nounce it, to fecure the public;! tranquillity.** — Here a 
thqu&nd. i confuted a,nd -mournful cries interrupted 
Beatrice* « c No 9 *c>" j exclaimed -the citowd from 
every quarter, « ju/tiuill^iv** fitid^ if it he neixfary, 
die for Beatrice /'—Thefe acclamations y^ere. accoflfc 
patiied by moans and fobs* and the troops. Pf the 
princefv. who .had, mingled with the crowd by her or- 
ders, unarmed lfte the.greft, of the people^ lifted up 
their- htelrnetS|».an4;^«€^ ( <«£;<«? . Jffc tpifl deliver you 
from jour ^^fv^^^/^^co^^JV^ryy jvefymr 
f . ^ u 
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U hep our t «w<//.'V— All the people, repeated thejvov*, 
and exclaimed, " And vje alfo. nuill Jigbt ; we .will all 
af us Jake arms" This u^iverfal enthufiafm touched 
the hearts of the knights, Vhp.were fpe&atprs of thi§ 
movingrfpe&acle, and they united, their yoi££s jto tb$ 
acclamations of the peopk and foldier$. ; i^jtendsE* 
hearted Ifsunbard could not ^cftrain his teais; ;,Qliv ; e£ 
had hitherto, according to cuftqm, refrained fro/j^ 
looking at the, princefs, but. facing .d^ply ; aflfeft^d a£ 
her fp^ech* and, above all, : attjie fqund of her voice, 
he turned his face towards her, and burft. into ,teai;s. 
In her he wiflied to contemplate the fplendid triumph 
of goodnefs and virtue. How graceful does glory 
appear, when attended by youth and beautyrl— TJp^ 
was the firft time that Oliver ventured to gaze, op .that 
enchanting face, whiqh recalled t^.hb muprd fo dear 
and fo mournful, a remembrance Admiration hehi 
in fufpenfe every other fentimentj but me^tjqg a^QO^ 
from her, he ftarted !— l>e thought he beheld Qel^ 
nira ! — This look, had the:. fame . exp^ef%[n.— Th^ 
wretched Oliver, bewildered and diimayed> cjjje^j 
" O heavens ! what new ^ind of pui^flunenitJV^^^ 
J15 caft down his eyes all ffxeamiqg w/itji t^ar^. ., J\or^ 
luqately the tumult was, too : gr<eat f and the agitation 
too -univsrfal, to. .allow; Jhis diftrefs ,tol?e* particularly 
obfer ved. At length; B^ffi^ .making . a fign^^aV Jflp$ 
wi{hed ,tx>, fpeak^ fijence , again prevailed*. After 
having expreffed her gi^titude, and how deeply /he 
was affe&ed, ftie begged -to be heard to the end Q.( 
her fpeech without,' any interruption,. and {he.^hus 
went on: " It was not fmy .intension to * declare any 
iixe^ » Qr ,hafty . resolution •,, I was only desirous, of 
4paking a prppofal, and ^offering you my. ad,yice.; -You 
are free, and I am not :; providence, in fravikg .placed 
pie in thexankl fil},. ha£ cpnfigned me, ..aja qmjploy- 
meijt whii^h I cannot quit without your concurrence j 
an employment, of which you wopkl have the rigH 
to deprive me, if J bc$${n$ unjuft oj: tyrannical. Thug 
m* ~. ' am 
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dm T yours ; to "you are my days devoted, and you 
alone can diTpofe of mc ; but before you rejeft tBe 
meafures' I recormnend, let me intreat you to give 
Ihetai your moft fcribus cotifideratibn 5 I hare taken 
due 'precautions : having no heir, I have thotaght it 
•veuld be advantageous to you to pafs under the domi- 
nion <>fthe moft powerful^and mc*ft virtuous ^mohardi 
In Europe. I i*ave founded C^aiiemagiie upon the 
occafion ; and if you 'will accept my abdication, that 
great' prince will become your fovereign $ or \f you 
rather prefer a republican government, he will be 
your proteftor and ally; the choice will belong to 
yourfelyesi for my own part, I befieve, with* the fage 
Theobald, that a perfeft government cannot exift, 
Jbecaufe it is impofEble to fix the hiclinations 1 of men, 
pr to limii their defires, and becaufe there mnft be 
ihiefs 5 apd the ambition of thofe chiefsf will always 
OVerturri'the tnpft fiiblime iriftitutieris, or render them 
of nb avail. { But if it be true, tliat peace and tran- 
quillity art the beft of bleffings, monarchical govern- 
ment, fouhded tipon laws, would perhaps prove the 
beftflf ' x £& % Were the fubjeAs and the fbverergns once 
convinced cif 4hfe grand truth, that the peopte have aU 
j'mhys the rtghtanitBepowtirto depbfft'franis {ibjJ How- 
ever,' do-i&t- imagine that perffinaT alarms, or any ftl* 
fifh mdtfye, : have induced m^to rfeHOutfee the rtoWe 
occupatioh of governing yotr ; my «glory is' to rei&ef 
you happy, andl defire your welfare with ah eatn^ft- 
nefs that will infure the fuceefs of my endeavours. 
Your l6ve, l your courage, amd the valour and talents 
of thefe generous knights who are come to my fec- 
cour, arecertaiil pledges of victory $ 'but what tears 
will that triumph coft me \ Will itcohfble trie : for the 
live* that mu& be loft ?— 1 Ah ! fdffer 'me ft* give up a 
pre-eminence which expofes you to fuch datigefrs ; I 
ihall not abandon a country which iis fe dear to me ;' I 
will continue to live among you in WiIHng obfturity $ 
and when 1 fee you peaceable and happy, I flialL Kave 

made 
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made nd facrifice ; I {hail have given up nithing*" — 
Here the duchefs, much afFefted, left off fpeaking, 
and put both her hands up to her face.—" May Bea- 
trice be always our fovereign /" cried the people with 
t^anfport. This general acclamation was a thopfand 
times repeated with the livelieft enthufiafin, and the 
applau&s were redoubled. The people then intreated 
the princefs to promife them to wave her intentions. 
Beatrice lifted up her hands 2 and made the vows, they 
required $ then did their expreffions of joy and gra- 
titude and lore rife to a pitch of intoxication and ido- 
latry. After this, the people cut down large branches 
of trees, of which they formed a litter, and prevail- 
ing on the princefs to feat herfelf thereon, they borte 
her in triumph to her palace in the mid ft of the accla- 
mations and ihouts of the multitude. In public ad- \ 
miration there is a kind of infection, from which it is 
almoft impoffibleto preferve ourfelves, at leaft for the 
moment, even when it is ufurped ; but when reafon 
approves, and envy cannot attack it, there arifes from ' 
it a fenfation perhaps of the ftrongeft nature the hu- 
man heart is capable of experiencing. Whatever 
might be the degree of admiration?- when we admire 
alone, the mind can remain compofed ; but public and 
univerfal plaudits, the charm and fplendbur of glory, 
exalt admiration and enthufiafm to a fupreme degree. 
—All the knights, thofe even who' were not in love 
with the duchefs, were feized with this irrefiftible 
emotion \ and when they were returned to the pa- 
lace, Lancelot, who was |n a corner of the faloori by 
the fide of Oliver, fpoke to him, in raptures, of the 
fcetie which had juft paffed before their eyes. « I 
ttuift confef* to you," faid he, "that had I been 
obliged to declare the kind of fenfation the duchefi 
then infpired me with, I fhould have anfwered very 
naturally, and with .great truth, that I adored her* 
*Ki yet I love- another, and paffionateiy too. My 
aaind, however* being now compofed* I feci nothing 

farther 
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-fartjier For Beatrice than admiration and the tendereft 
attachment ; but the fafcinating. glo*y with which J 
faw her furrounded, I muft confefs, contributes to 
render her ftill more interefting in ray eftimation* 
Before this "day, I was fufficiently convinced of her 
merit; yet we feel the value of virtue with greater 
force, after having enjoyed, the happinefs of feeing it 
crowned.- At thefe words Olivenfighed* and, after 
a moment's filence, " Yes," faid he, " tne fpe&acle, 
-to which we .have been witneffes, cannot l?ut leave a 
-deep impreffion upon our minds." On faying this, 
he aroie in x an abfent manner, drew nearer to the 
duchefs, an in ft ant afterwards changed his place, and 
tu; length went out of the room. 



CHAPTER. IX. , 

A QUEEN WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING* JND 
ILL-AIXVISED. 

L'Anglois independant et libre autaint que brave, . 
Des caprices de cour ne fut jamais efclave, , . 
Nous ne ravens point vu regler, juft^u'a ce jour, 
Sur la faveur des* rois, fa haine ou fon amour. 
Contre un telj>rejuge, fon ame eft aguerrie, 
Souvent contre le tr6ne il defend la patrie. . 

Warwick. Tragedie de Mr. DE LA HARPE. 

THIS day, which was fp glorious for the duchefs 
of Cleves, increafedboth the love and' admiration of 
Ifambard.' He obferved, with fecret delight* that 
the princefs treated his two rivals, Theudon, and the 
baftiful Guichard, with ftudied anddiftarit politenefs, 
while her behaviour to the other knights,* and parti- 
cularly to himfelf, was lcfe referved, and full of 
eourtefy. Already he hegan to difcover,^ that he 
had incurred the hatrid .of.^e king of Panjionia; 
/ he 
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-he ai?<ribiitcd:fais futfden faveafom tb jealoufy ; mi\ 
by degrees, .his heart prompted him to encourage the* 
mbft endearing hope.* Beatrice was feated between 
Amalberga and Delia ; Ilambard, Lancelot^ Angil-i 
bert, Archambald, and: fome other knights, formed 
a half-circle, juft oppofite thofe three perfons. An- 
gilbert had jtift been reading a xopy *of verfes, 
which he had compofed for Beatrice ; but, all on ,a 
fudden, the- priricefs,: falling into a deep reverie, took 
no farther part in the converfation. In a few mi- 
nutes, Jiowever, fhe. refumed her difcourfe, and, 
changing the topic,' fpoke of the court of France, 
and afked Ifambard many queftions on that fubjedl. 
-She then enquired of him, if .he, really obferve>t 
that jftriking. refemblance between, her and tfyi 
unhappy daughter of Witikind, which the French 
knights, and Oger the Dane, reported, . This ques- 
tion, though very natural, furprifed Ifambard, and 
gave him an unealinefs, for which he was at a 
lofs to account ; he, replied, 1 that the likenefs was 
indeed extraordinary. Upon this, Beatrice aiked a 
multitude, of queftions refpecling Celanira ; and, 
entering,. into, the minuteft particulars concerning 
her^lhe .wasdefirous of knowing in what mannec 
fhe s&as dneffed on her firft appearance at court ; 
Cbe was told j that the princefs for fome time wore 
the drefs o£ he* country •, and the duchefs requefted 
an exact . defer Iption of the Saxon garb \ at this ., 
moment, Oliver . entered the room ; and Beatrice 
immediately began to. talk on another fubjecl". 
Oliver, ac€0?dlng "to bis cuftom, placed himfelf in 
a. remote^ CQtncc of the, faloon, ; he rarely came near* 
the . duchefs^ <and never: addreffed his converfationr 
t0 iher,. She, on her. party: fpoke but little to him* 
arid feemed tp refpeft and lament his deep melan- 
choly. 'The French knights: had queftioned Ifani- 
bard. upon, the grief of his friend. , Jfombard af- 
icribe4:i£ tp^sj^tttre frith Armofledei ieiad eyen 
iy.::U.in ' fpoken 
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fpoken of fit to Oger the Dane, and cenfured his at* 
*tachment to fo contemptible an object ;. but Oger, 
quite deluded,! and more in love than ever, being 
at length perftiaded beyond all doubt, that his Ammta 
was Armoflede, confidered that all her. crime vr*i 
having, facrificed Oliver to him *, and hie eafily 
"" overlooked an errour which was fo flattering to 
himfelf. This idea gave him no fmalj embarraf£- 
ment refpe&ing Oliver; and the latter, knowing 
him to be enamoured with Armoflede* concaved a 
fort of dhlike to him, and carefully avoided his 
preface — a circumftance which ferved to confirm 
Oger in his miftake. 

•>- The converfation became general in the falaon, 
Qliyer alone, of all the company, being Tetired to 
the farther end of the Toom, where he fat indulg- 
ing his forrow, taking no part in it ; when the 
. found of a. horn announced the arrival of a hew 
i knight ; and in a few minutes after appeared the va- 
liant Aftolphus, the renowned Englifh Paladin (21), 
,/ with whofe reputation all our knights had been long 
• acquainted , zbA whom Oliver had frequently met in 
his travekfc - After the firft compliments were over, 
the company aiked the Engiiih knight many ques- 
tions refpe&ing the prefent fituation of his country. 
Beatrice was defirous of knowing the particulars^ of 
the revolution which had placed Egbert upon the 
throne, in oppofition to the rights and the powerful 
party of queen Eadburga ; and Aftolphus thus gra- 
tified the princefs's curiofity. 

« The pretentions* of 'queen Eadburga were m 
fa£t much better founded than thoie of Egbert-, bus 
the throne is a poffe&Oto, the ift-hefkance ofwhkh 
ean only be fecured by the love of the people.' The 
beginning of Eadbuvga'i reign feemed to promife 
much felicity ; hcr'tender you tn,"a*f agreeable perfon, 
and engaging manners, atiirft captivated every heart* 
Her mind- was endowed tfitk itr&bWkyi her early 

ambition 
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ambition was to form an agreeable and confidential * 
fbciety about her perfon, and to acquire true friend* 
— But unhappily fhe was deficient both in fenfe and 
experience ; fhe made a bad choice \ and a difpofition* 
of all others the moft adapted to extend information 
and improve reafon, ferved, in this cafe, only to lead 
her aftray, and corrupt her. She loved at firft with 
an engaging iincerity ; and fhe was lefs proud of her 
raitfe, than of the glory of having fecured the at- 
tachment of friends whom fhe confid^red faithful. 
Full of courtefy and delicate attention, (he placed all 
her. happinefs in preventing their defires, and loading, 
them with favdurs. But fo much generofity pro- 
duced only ingratitude, and could never fatisfy the 
infatiate ambition of her favourites. They were in 
general too unprincipled to promote the glory of the 
queen; and the levity of their own conduft made 
them even defirous that (he fhould fhow herfelf 
above, what they called, prejudice. It was indeed 
no difficult tafk to corrupt a young,, a lively,, and 
tender-hearted prmcefs, of inferior understanding, 
and whofe confidence they entirely pcfTdfed. TiCp 
were able to induce^ljter, on the moft frivolous mo* ~ 
tives of pleafure or vanity, to break through the 
fevere rules of etiquette, which fovereigris ought not , 
to difpenfe with in public, but occafionally, in order 
to gain popularity. But the queen, without fhowing 
any unufual degree of goodnefs or affability towards 
the people, continued daily to aft in a rafh and in- 
confiderate manner 5 and fhe infenfiWy loft all dig- 
nity of character and perfonal confederation* The 
favourites were not loved by the nation j and they 
taught the queen to hold the people in difdam. She 
njanifefted her fentiments ; fhe was foon univerfally 
difliked, and received convincing proofs of her fub- 
jefts averfion. — Then, inftead of endeavouring to 
recover the good-will of the nation,, fhe gave herfelf 
U P entirely to the moft violent refentment j and, 

thinking 
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thinking that a little circle of ; flatterers fufficcd for 
her glory, {he ventured to brave the public opinion ; 
(he had no longer any regard to her conduct* or put 
any reftraint upon' her paffions. She- profeffed fuch 
contempt for decorum, that even he? court, the moft 
corrupt in all Europe, was fcandalized at it*. The 
favourites made fome flight remonfeances f-but this 
ferved only to leflen them in her eft i mat ion.- Tliis 
unhappy princefs, who had fo long }>een led aftray 
by flattery and difiipation, was no longer capable 
of liftening to the voice of reafon. At -length) rim* 
ning on headlong to ruin, her' conduct, became fo 
fcandalous, that her effrontery feemed opprobrious 
in the eyes of the moft contemptible and depraved- 
The favourites all kept their places, but protefted 
they had loft all influence upon her mind ; that they 
were no longer confulted by her y and, as a proof of 
this, they openfy cenfured her proceedings,- and 
ftroye which ihould moft loudly reprobate her cha- 
racter and moral conduct. 'The queen, now con- 
vinced of the infincerity of her friends, fought for 
eonioiation in new- follies* Difcouraged and totally 
corrupted> her mind no Iqnger gave reception to foft 
and tender fentiments, but abandoned itfelf, without 
reftraint, to hatred and vengeance ; and her ruin 
was now complete. About this period, the revolu- 
tion began ; every one knows the hiftory of it ; and I 
fliall only touch upon fuch particulars as relate to the 
-queen. The people were defirous of feeing a reform 
of abufts ; the ambition and avidity of the courtiers 
counteracted meafures which would lead to the fa- 

*. We muft fuppofe that Aftolphus here fpeafcs in generaLterms» § 
and that he allows of exceptions. And I mu# add, that.my hiflorical 
inquiries have furniihed me with proof, that in this frivolous and li- 
centious court there were many enlightened and virtuous characters} 
•and that fiich were even to be found Among thofe who fucceffively 
iharcd 4he favour of the queen. But people of that defcription were 
not liftened to. 

crifice 
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crlfice of their own interefts. The queeni accuf- 
tomed to defpife the people, was*blind to the danger 
which threatened her. She fhowed the greatefi un- 
concern ; and the multitude afcribcd to courage, 
what onfy arofe from ignorance. In the mean while, 
the people, who had rifen in arms, obtained a vic- 
tory ; and prince Egbert was on the point of mounf- 
ing the throne, when Eadburga, yielding to rtecef- 
fity, at laft promifed to fubfcribe to the ftipulated 
conditions y the indulgent nation forgot her errours, 
replaced the crown upon her head, and prince Egbert 
was forced to feck an afylum at the court of Char- 
lemagne. The nation, in having reftored Eadburga 
to her former condition, had acted with equal gene- 
rality and finccrity 5 but the courtiers, who hated the 
revolution, flattered themfelves, that the queen might 
yet fecurc the fuccefs of their wild projects. With 
this view, they endeavoured to foment her refent- 
ment for the injuries fhe had received ; they per- 
foaded' her, (he had ftill a powerful party ; that all 
Europe had their eyes upon her, and that fhe would 
acquire immortal glory, could fhe attain to the re- 
covery of thofe rights which (he had folemnly ab- 
jured. They continually repeated, that they ex- 
pected every thing frprti her firmnefs and courage ; 
and the queen, infatuated with this flattery, and 
paffionaterly defirous of vengeance, adopted all the 
extravagant meafures which were propofed.to her.— 
Then the courtiers applauded, in the higheft terms 
of panegyric, her underftanding, her greatnef's of 
foul ; and the unhappy princefs, while fhe was acting 
the moft imprudent and cowardly part, confidered 
herfelf a heroine. What, indeed, could be more im~ 
prudent* than to let herfelf be furrounded with a croud 
of people whofe averfion to the revolution was no- 
torious ? and what could be lefs courageous, than 
to repeat, in all her public fpeeches, the aflurance of 
her fincerity, and of her attachment to the new 

laws ? 
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laws 2 The more fo* as nothing obliged fecr to mate 
thefe public harangues, and that fhe had recourfe 
to them, without their being either folicited or de- 
fired. This duplicity, together with her mdifcre- 
tion, and the imprudence of her pretended friends, 
*evived the hatred and contempt of the nation* Her 
fccret intrigues were difcovered; and many were 
imputed to her which probably ne^er exifted ; bur 
the people, being convinced that the queen was im- 
placable and infincere, at laft decided irrevocably in 
favour of Egbert. That prince was recalled, and 
received with tranfport ; his reputation for. gentle- 
nefe* integrity, and goodnefs, gave encouragement 
even to thofc who had fhown themfelves the moil 
averfe to his caufe. His firft ftep was publicly to 
take a fblemn oath to forget for ever alt perfonal in- 
juries ; and indeed his noble and open condu& re- 
moved every uneafinefs in that regard. In the mean 
while, the people, exafperated againft the queen, 
would have proceeded to violent meafurep* had not 
fter. (becefibur been determined to feve her from 
their fury. He charged me to efcort her out of the 
kingdom, together with all her treafures ; he him- 
felf traced out the road we fhould take, and told 
me, that, as fbon as we had croffed the fea, I was 
to conduct her to whatever place fhe fhould choofe 
for her refidence on the continent.-*- As I took an 
©ceafion to prahe the generofity of the king towards 
Eadburga,;who had been accufed of confpiring feve- 
ral times againft his life ; 'Humanity alone, 9 replied 
Egbert, * would prefcribe fuch "conduft $ but even 
found policy requires it. Misfortune cor reft s none 
hut fuperior minds ? it confirms the degradation of 
" bafc ones. I know the queen ; I am certain, that, 
wherever her afylum may' be, her conduct will juftify, 
in the eyes of all Europe, the meafures of the Eng- 
Kfh nation. Let her live, and the partifans who are 
li attached- to ber~caufe will fbon be forced to def- 

pif c 
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jife litrn whereas, were ihe to fall the viftrai of 
popular fury, the recollection of her whole life would 
be loft in that of her tragical end ; companion would 
fucceed .to the hatred fhe now infpif es ; ihe would 
leave behind her an interesting memory $ and the 
enemies of the revolution would make her a heroine/ 
I acquiefced in the juftice of dxefe refleftions ; and! 
admired that happy union of policy and virtue m 
Egbert's conduct, which, indeed, is only to be found 
in great minds, and fuperior understandings. Ac- 
cording to the king's order, I accompanied Eadburga 
in her flight, and crofled the fea with her-- The 
princefs was defirous of reading at that famous 
court, in which the prince who had juft driven her 
from her country had himfelf formerly found an 
afylum. The reputation of Charlemagne had in- 
duced her to make this choice. The emperor confi* 
dered Eadburga only as an unfortunate queen, to 
whom he owed fupport 5 and he thought, with great 
juftice, that Egbert himfelf would be gratified to 
hear, that, under fuch circumftances, he had given 
reception to his rival and his enemy. I left Eadburga 
at Aix-la-Chapelle (22) ; and having heard of the un- 
juft enterprife of the confederated princes againft the 
duchefe of Cleves, I am come to offer her my arm 
and my fervices." 



CHAPTER X. 

THE CONFIDENCES. 

Xc cctur a des fecrets que l'^fprit uc fait pat, 

LaChausee, 

The narration df Aftolphus, the paladin, gave„ oc- 
casion to p, general converfation, which lafted till 
fupper-tinie. Aftolphu* placed himfelf at table by 

the 
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the fide of Oliver, and requefted that he would favour 
him with a private interview. The next day, Oliver 
retired to his chamber at noon, and the EngUih 
knight told him, in confidence, that the principal 
'motive of his journey was to folicit the hand of 
Beatrice for the king of England. " That prince," 
added he, " during his exile, paflcd through this 
country; Being quite unknown, and -loft in the 
crowd, he only faw the duchefs a {ingle- time at a 
public 'feftival. . She was then but fifteen years old ; 
her father was {till living-; but {he made an inde- 
lible impreflion upon the -heart of Egbert ; and he 
now lays at her feet the throne he has gained by 
his valour and his virtues." After mentioning thefe 
particulars, Aftolphus added,: that he wiftied to ob- 
tain a private audience with Beatrice, to deliver his 
minion. Oliver replied, that the princefe never 
granted any upon political affairs fince .the perfec- 
tions 4he had fufFered 4 that, having the different hu- 
mours and pretentions of her defenders to manage, 
Ihe carefully {hunned every thing which might in- 
fpire them with fufpicion, or give them umbrage ; 
and that every kind of negotiation was tranfa&ed in 
public. This information greatly embarrafled Aftol- 
phus, who, knowing the averfion Beatrice had to 
marriage, was unwilling to receive a public refufeL 
— After fome reflection, he intreated Oliver to {bund 
her inclinations, and to praife the perfonal qualities 
'of Egbert, whom he had known. " Every thing I 
could urge in that refpect," continued he, « would 
appear fufpicious on my* part, but could not be fo 
on yours." Oliver pofitively refufed to be the bearer 
of this commiffion ; and, at the repeated inftance 
of Aftolphus, he at length propofed to {peak to 
Ifambard on the fubjecl, who, as well as himfelf, 
was acquainted with the king, of England : and 
to this meafure Aftolphus consented. Oliver was 
kd by two motives to make this refufa.l $ the em- 

barraflinent 
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barraffment of a tete-a-tete with Beatrice, and the 
Temple of making .her a propofal, the fuccefs of 
which would afflict Ifambard.; the latter, it is true, 
had of late left off fpeakiifj; to him of his paffioa 
for Beatrice; Oliver eafily difcerned, that the ftr ik- 
ing likenefs of that princefs to Celanira checked all 
his confidence on that point, and created an embar-. 
raflment which his reafon could not overcome. But, 
perfuaded that he adored the princefs, and fancying 
he had perceived {he had an inclination for him, he 
thought it-iiis duty to inform him of this new event ; 
and he immediately repaired to him to relate it. 
Ifambarcl liftened with much emotion ; and, after 
having-thanked him, faid : " Well, my dear friend, 
if there exift a man on earth worthy of Beatrice, it 
is doubtlefs this prince; and .the propofal muft be 
communicated-to her, as Aftolphus defires." " Then," 
returned Oliver, " thou wilt charge thyfelf with it." 
" No," replied Ifambard, "I muft confefs, I flxould 
do it with an ill grace, and betray my own feelings. 
But I intreat thee to requeft this private interview, 
^nd to urge, in favour of Egbert, all that truth and 
juftice can prompt, and afterwards to, give me an 
exact, and even minitfe account of every thing (he 
faid upon this occafion." 

When the company iat down to dinner, "Oliver 
approached the duchefs, and was fo near to her, that 
fhe afked him, for the firft time, to fit down by her. 
Oliver fpoke but little, fcarcely partook of the repaft, 
and, during the whole meal, had not fufficient refo- 
lution to venture to make the requeft he had in- 
tended. Every time he determined upon it, he felt 
a violent fluttering at his heart, and his words ex- 
pired upon his lips. . At laft, at the inftant of leav- 
ing the table, Beatrice turning towards him, he caft 
down his* eyes and blufhed, $nd then ftarnmered out, 
w Madam, may I venture to intreat you to grant 
me a moment's audience to-day?" Beatrice made, a 

movement 
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movement of furprife, but immediately replied* 
« Yes, this evening, at fix, in my clofet." 

The company returned to the faloon. .Beatrice 
appeared thoughtful, afld quite loft in reflection.— 
Oliver retired to Iiambard's chamber,, to wait the ap- 
pointed hour of rendezvous. Ifambard, regaining 
his former confidence is Oliver, laid open his heart 
before him, and declared all his amorous difquie- 
tudes; but he ftill perfifted in his generofity, and 
ftrongly recommended to his friend, to fpeak of the 
king of England after his own conference, and with 
perfect regard to truth. Some minutes before fix, 
Oliver repaired to the princefs's apartment. ^As he 
went through the fuite of rooms which led to her 
cabinet ; a recollection, at . the fame time delicious 
jet full of bitternefs, was revived -in his imagina- 
tion * the hour, the difpofition of the rooms, their 
furniture, the agitation of his mind,, all recalled his 
fir ft private interview with Celanira, in the palace of 
Charlemagne, when Emma fent him into her clofet, 
where" Celanira expected him. The idea that the 
perfonal refemblance, and the like found of voice 
of Beatrice, was about to increafe the illufion, com- 
pleted his diftrefs. At length, he arrived at the dqor 
of the cabinet— it was half opened— he flopped £hort 
—At this moment, a voice, which reached to the 
bottom of his foul, gently called to him, and bade 
him come in. It was the firft time the princefs, in 
fpeaking to him, Called him by his name y and the 
manner in which fhe pronounced thefe two words, 
" Come, Oliver" had fomething fo touching in it* 
that his eyes overflowed with tears. — Oliver, not- 
withftanding4he infirm ftate of his health, and his' 
excefllve palenefs, was ftill remarkable for the graces 
of his perfon. His eyes, full of fire and fentiment, 
exprefied all he felt within him ; and, in his man- 
ner, his gefture, and the tone of his voice, there 
was a native gracefulnefs, which infpired intereft, 

and 
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and .captivated the attention* Beatrice, on perceiv- 
ing him, arofe from her feat ; and, cafting her eyes 
upon him, fhe was fo ftruck at the expreffion of his 
countenance, that fhe remained feveral minutes with- 
out fitting down. At lafty fhe refumed her feat, 
and pointing to a chair which was befide her, Oliver 
fat down, but did not utter a word'. The duchefe 
was placed in fuch a light as obfcured.part of her 
countenance, and difguifed the colour of her hair 
and eyes 5 -the form of her face was fufficiently vifi* 
ble, arid fhe was dreffed in white. — Oliver recollected, 
that this was Celaftira's ufual drefs ; and never before 
did the refemblance appear to him fo exact. His em- 
barraffment and emotion were equally diftrefling, 
"What would ihe duchefs think of his filence and his 
looks ? Yet he "was unable to fpeakj an infurmount- 
able oppreffion of mind deprived him of all power of 
utterance ; and, befides, he could not well recollect 
what he had to impart : the conftraint he was under, 
and his perplexity, are not to be defcribed. After 
fbme minutes pafled in this manner, Beatrice broke 
filence : " Well, Oliver," find fhe, " what have you 
to" fay to me?" — c< Ah, Madam!" returned the 
wretched knight — He could not proceed, but burft 
into tears •, then, covering his face with his hands, he 
waygoing to retire. — The duchefs held him, faying, 
in broken accents, " Stay-r-you muft ftay." — Oliver, 
more affected than ever, remained motionlefs — his 
tears ceafed to flow — a fenfation, he could not define, 
now fufpended and difiipated his embarraflment. He 
looked at the duchefs ; and, for the firft time, he 
found her as beautiful and interefting as Celanira her- 
fclf ; fhe was weeping — " O heavens !" cried he. — 
He dared not fay more ; but, all painful recollection 
being for a moment removed, he faw but only her, 
and contemplated her with rapture. « Hear me, 
Oliver," returned the duchefs, " I am going, I be- 
lieve, to fpare you an embarraffing confemon ; I have 
Vol. II. f difcover 
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difcovdred jour fecret ; and I am well acquainted with 
,k. I know that a ftriking refemblance calls to your 
memory a moft affli&ing fcene — I pity you from the 
bottom of my heart— I grieve at this Angular likenefs 
which afflhfb you ; but, in the name of heaven, let 
not the illufion deprive me of fuch a champion •,— and 
if you he come to take your leave" — « Leave, ma- 
dam, what if 9 interrupted Oliver with ^vehemence, 
** 1 quit you, while my -arm can ferve you ? — Ah I to 
fhed my blood in your defence, to die for you, fuch 
henceforth fhall be the only glory of which I can be 
ambitious !" — <c You difpel my fears/* replied the 
duchefs, " I had imagined you intended to leave me," 
Oliver fighed, and made no reply. He diftrufted his 
own heart, and ventured not even to fpeak. After a 
moment's fitence; •** 1 will tell you," faid the duchefe, 
-«* how 1 divined your fentiments. Long before your 
arrival, Angilbert and Lancelot had fpoken to me of 
this refemblance, which caufes fo much pain, and 
. they had related the tragical end of the unfortunate 
Celanira, and in what inanner you expofed your life 
to fave hers." Here Oliver fluid dered. Thefe words 
deftroyedthe enchantment which had been affording 
him a momentary reprieve ; — and the duchefs re- 
fuming her difcourfe ; " this fatal ftory," continued 
fhe, w deeply interefted me. I imagined, that among 
the great number of knights which compofe the court 
of Charlemagne, it was impoffible but that fome of 
them muft have loved a perion of fuch extraordinary 
worth and beauty. I imagined, that if any one of 
thofe knights came here, I fhould difcover his fenti- 
ments by the diflrefs my prefence would give him. 
Oger, the Dane, arrived ^tere three .weeks before 
you, he informed me, the Knights of the Swan 
would foon follow him ; the celebrated name of Oli- 
ver recalled to my mind that of the interefting and 
unhappy Celanira. — I aiked feveral queftions — Oger 
*"M. me you were plunged into the deepefl: nielan- 

choly, 
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choly, and that a black crape -ciwerdd your flrifWU 
from that moment I fuQpe&ed the truth*««~I waitefl 
your arrival with extreme curiofity,— ^htniyoyi «yp* 
peared, I recognized you at a diftancfA-foc I had rf* 
ceived an exatt defer iptioo of your .face an,d pqrfon* 
— I never fhali forget the.expreffionof your .counte- 
nance at that firft moment of furprjfe .and amotion* 
-*-I was more affecled at it than I am well able, to 
dsfcribe. 1 ' — On faying .this the duchefc left off fpeak* 
ing— -and the tears of Oliver began to flow afreilu 
" I will not deny," madam, returned he, " what yoa 
have difcovered - 9 it is true, I adore her.*— I fliall carry 
with me to the grave this fatal paffion !-r— Ah ! caaany 
thing fhort of eternal regret be felt for one wl^afp 
perfeftly refembled you ?"— The ducbefs made j>ore.-< 
ply, and a long filence enfucd. JJLt laft Beatrice, Aart<* 
ing from her reveriq, faid|"I only entered jntQ 
this explanation, to remove the diftrefiing embarraflS- 
ment I always occafion you J J am but too w$ll,awapc^ 
that nothing can confole you j but I was deJdrou^s tp 
rid you at kaft of the torment of conftraint j I have 
thought too, that the illufipn of this refeipbfcmce 
would be lefs diftrefling to you, when you had hq 
longer any apprehenfions of exciting my aftopifiunent 
by inexplicable behaviour. As to your ferret, I need 
not tell you that you may depend on my discretion $ 
nor (hall I ever renew the painful fuhjeft, but ihali 
confider myfelf honoured by the confidence you Jiav$ 
placed in me j and my heart, from the concern \% 
takes in your forrow, is, I truft,. worthy pf th*it con* 
fidence. Now, Oliver, inform me of the oqcafton of 
your vifit." Oliver was fo deeply affiled, &at.h$ 
was obliged to collet himfelf for fome minutes, i«l 
order to be able to make r^eply; at length, he entered 
into the particulars of his miffion, and launched out ' 
into the higheft praife of Egbert. The duchefs heard 
him without making any interruption, and when he 
had left off fpeaking, " How old is the king of Eng- 
F-2 land?" 
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fcmfy?** faid fhe. 'Thjs qucftjon, which feemed to he 
flrejprehide to fotnefort of deliberation, made Oliver 
bSiffi T.'< I believe, madam," replied he, « that the 
prince' is] about my own age, and \ am twenty-eight." 
*&■" Oliver, what would you advife me to do ?" — " I 
think, with Ifambard, that if there exift in the uni- 
verfe a man, who may reaforiably have pretenfions to 
Hie hand of the duchefs of Cleves, it n the king of 
England. 51 ' — 4i But is not having .pretenfions to my 
Hand, likewife having pretenfions to my heart ?" — 
Vf Polity, reafon, and glory* madam, are the tifual 
motives of an alliance withperfons of your rank." — 
C«"Ybu place me then* in the clafs df all other prin- 
!tk&t$Vy—&*% great <3jod, who can only compare 
yboi with o r ne ! :fole dbje£fc !** — Here Oliver flopped and 
fclufned agaro..-<-" * WehV' returned the princefs, « I 
ttiufttfellyou, Oliver,* that, if I form the engagement 
•you propofe, I Qiallconfult my heart only. For the 
dritereft of my fubje&s t could, indeed, quit the fpot 
Which' gave me birth, but ambition will never be able 
*b induce me to abandon my country. You may com- 
nlurricate this aufwer to 'the Englifh knight." At 
thefe words Oliver arofe, • made a low bow, and with- 
drew. Full of perplexity and agitation of mind, he 
was averfe to reflett upon this converfation, and to 
lifter into an examination of his own fentiments. He 
ntade a ftrong rcfolution to fhun, with the greateft 
fcare, every opportunity of feeing the duchefs in pri- 
vate, and determined never to allow his thoughts to 
dwell upon the recollection of this dangerous inter- 
view. He announced to Ifambard, and the Englifh 
knight, the refufal of Beatrice 5 and this refufal, 
«rhi6h! was of fo pbfitive a nature, tended ftiH farther 
to entourage the hopes of his friend. 



CHAPTER 



TfcfE SWAtt, • >•* 



CHAPTER XL 
* A MISTAKE; 

Male amor fi nafconde* 

Ben s'ode il ragionar, fi vede il vbho, 
Ma dentro it petto, ittal giudicar puoffi. 



Tass.o: 



Ariosto. 



IN the caftle of Clever nothing announced the 
direful expectation of war,; while ambition, jealoufy* 
and hatred, fpread gloom and miftruft through 'tfliq 
camp of the confederate princes, the court of Bea-* 
trice, more brilliant than ever, afforded each day, the 
moft varied and agreeable amufements. Beatrice was* 
poflefled of that true dignity of character which vir'-^ 
tue alone can confer ; the purity of her conduit, this 
noblenefs and modefty of her demeanour, th£ ck&LiJ* 
cacy of her mind, and at the. fame time the fweetnefs* 
of her temper and manners, infpired at- once refpec"b 
and confidence^ So amiable was (he, and fo graces 
fill, that the defire of pleafing her influenced tha 
general behaviour of all about her : her prefemce 
checked, wkhout conftraining, freedom \ and the as-' 
quiiition of fuch afcendency is the fupreme art not? 
only of a princefs, but of every young and bandfomei 
woman, whatever may be her rank- in fociety. , Qx: 
rather, it is an invaluable gift of nature which arifesr 
from purity and elevation of mind, and the want cf- 
which education can only fupply by frivolous and ft*-? 
perficial accomplilhments. .* 

Beatrice joined to Superior talents* and ,the moJb 
ample and cultivated mind, that charming infancy •£)£ 
character which appears with fq much .grace whear 
united with brilliant and folid qualities* Capable ;bf 
reafoning with folidity, and engaging in feriouspur* 
' f- ' 
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fuits and ftudies, Beatrice could find amtrfement i$ 
, trifles, and could laugh at a thoufand little things 
which would excite the difdaih of Supercilious wit. 
Although fhe had naturally a gaiety of difpofition, 
which was as lively as unaffected, yet her extreme 
fenfibility rendered her temper unequal ; fhe was al- 
ways ' gentle, kind, and courteous, but hot always 
gay, fometimes fhe appeared thoughtful, abfent,and 
melancholy; in fuch cafes, however, the gaiety of 
others never feemed to difpleafe, or be trOubtefome 
to b^er 5 this inequality therefore was in her an addi- 
tional grace, and ferved to render her as interesting 
*s original* The duchefs COlifecrated to ftudy »d 
public affairs all her mornings' arid a portion of the af- 
ternoon, and in the evening fhe gave herfelf tip to 
the pleafures of fociety •, then the hours were pafled 
in converfe, mufic, dancing, and fports invented for 
'the amufement of infancy ; which have ftlll fuch 
charms for youth, and recall with rapture the happy 
days of innocence and felicity.— Young D£lia feemed 
to prefer fuch kind of amufement to all others ; fM 
never propofcd it indeed, and would refrain at firft 
from joining in it \ however, in the courfe of a fe# 
minutes her repugnancy would vaQifh, and the fports. 
would fopn overcome her habitual melancholy and ti- 
midity ; by degrees fhe^ would grow animated, and 
refumfi all the childiihnefs and gaiety of her time of 
life. Oliver never took part in thefe gambols, but 
attended to the mufic, and whenever the duchefs 
fung, he fought the moft retired part of the faloon, 
and always fat in fuch a manner as not to fee her 
fece. Lancelot had a fine voice \ one evening when 
he had fung feveral ballads compofed by Angilbert, 
the latter addrefEng himfelf to the duchefs .: " I 
know not," faid he, " why Lancelot is always finging 
nay verfc*, for he compofes more agreeable fongs him- 
felf. I have remarked one'in particular which he has 
^ktely made here, and which he fings with the moft 

touching 
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toothing expreffion." — Upon this> the duchefs aflced 
for the ballad ; at the fame moment Delia arofe from 
her feat, and was going, to withdraw. The du- 
chefs held her, and being much furprifed at the 
blufhes which covered her face, fhe looked at Lance- 
lot as if fhe Tequefted the explanation of this xnyf«" 
tery. " This lady knows the firft lianza of this 
ballad," faid Lancelot, looking at Delia, " and fhe 
does not allow me to flag it.'*— « And, that,"' fe~ 
turned Angtlbert, " becaufe Lancelot has given the 
heroine of his fong Che charming name of Delia * r 
but this name is Greek, and the poet has certainly 
a right to introduce it into his verfes." The du- 
chefK fftriled, and as the Knights of the Swan only, 
with thofer we have already mentioned, were pre- 
sent, Beatrice, who was pleafed at Lancelot's pajfion 
for hear young friend, authorifed him by a figji to 
fing the ballad v he then took up a lute, a&4 accom- 
panied the following ftanzas. 

That heart alone can transports prove 
Whofc tender throbbings beat to love. 
'Tit love that gilds life** varied day ; 
And e*en though tear* off mark it* way,. 
And melancholy cloud the iky, 
A thouiand raptures ftil) are nigh. 

Ah Delia \ bright as noon ?<df day 

Thine eyes their laiUiqg po*y*r difpfay ;. > 

But yet the gods who foriu'd tjux fair 

Have ftceleci thy hreaft to ajn'rows care. 

How different far tbp taflcs we prove; % 

'Tii thine to charm, aud mine tp levt. 

To dull indifference a prey. 
No tender infereft* charm thy day j 
And tho* of abfence I complain, 

Or murmur at thy cold difdain, v 

. Yet ftill I love, and whilft I figh 
*©ft Jpothiog. hope perchance » nighr 

Won 
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Thou lifilefs cy'ft the verdant mead, 

Nor heed'ft the flow'rets *neath thy tread ; » l 

But my fond dreams thy prefence fhare, 

I fee and hear my abfent fair ; - 

And where my Delia waftes the day 

My heart ftill roves, my fenfes ftray. 

Thou boaft'ft to love fwect Philomel, ' , 

Whofe amorous ditty charms the dell. , 

She chants the lovers tender woe, 

And all the blifs that lovers know. 

But ah ! can Delia tranfp orts prove 

Which none can feel but thofe who love ? % 

The village train to fports repair^ 

Nor greater joys are Delia's care. -\ 

But while in mazy dance we reel ; 

How wide the different joys we feel. ^ I 

1 g rafp the hand of her I love, "/ "» 

And I alone can rapture prove. 

A flave to love's delicious pain, . - r . 

In dreams I tafte my joys again, . . 

And wait the morning's welcome light. 

When Delia's beauty charms my fight ; » - •■ 

Whilfl bright Aurora'* bluihing ray 

Is nought for thee but birth of day 

At the end of this laft ftanza of Lancelot's fong 
the too tender Delia was unable to conceal her pain- 
ful amotion ; ihe leaned towards the princefs, one 
of whofe hands (he held in her own, and hid her 
face all bathed in tears upon Beatrice's fhoulder— But 
Lancelot had obferved her falling tear ; and full of 
trouble, hope, and delight, he. left off iinglng — 
Every one looked on in filence, and each interpreted 
the confufion of Delia in the manner that Lancelot 
did. The duchefs, much affected, and feeling, for 
the embarraflment of Tier friend, at length renewed 
the converfation* She attributed this ftrange move- 
ment 
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ment to the exceffive bafhfulnefs of Delia, and ob- 
ferved that (he had feen instances of the fame kind 
in her conduit before. Afterwards (he arofe, took 
Delia by the arm, and went out of the room with 
Her, leaving Lancelot inebriated with delight, and 
the reft of the company fully convinced,. that hi was 
actually oeloved.* 



CHAPTER XII. 
THE EMBROIDERED HANDKERCHIEF:- 

r J * 

Lc mcpris fuit cLes prcs T amour 
Qu' infpirent l«s coquettes. 

F**NELON. 

Ceft providence de Pamour ..*»..''"• 

Que coq\wtte trotive in voiage* - 

I*A MOTHE. • 

G'eft* d'uo aartbr touftttnt la-vertu <jui decide 

.... .'•;".: CftEBIZLOK. " 

THE next morning, Ahgilbfcrt/ Ifambard, and 
Lancelot, ?dl met together in the apartment of the 
latter. Thefe ..three pterfons, who had been long 
united by efteem, mutual' confidence, and fimilarity 
or" tafte and difpofition, were fond of giving them* 
felves up to the gratification of a coriverfe which old 
acquaintance and-friendfhip render fo interefting and 
agreeable, particularly after along abfence. Lance- 
lot and Ifambard, full of pleafing hope, were on 
this day more than ufuall^ c6mmunicative \ the con- 
verfation became very animated, they fpoke much of 
the intrigues of the, court of Charlemagne and of 
the mutual pafEon of the princefs Bertha and An- 
gilbert, of which both Ifambard and ' Lancelot/ by 
the" princefs's own penhHEbni bad ,b^en confidants. 
F 3 - -.■-•■■ A( > 
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After having , touched upon many particularities of 
their am6urs, « TWe k one thiqg," faid Ifambard, 
" which I never Could comprehend j a lingular cir- 
cUmftaxiCfc obliged you, for the intereft even of your 
paffion, to Communicate it to me> together with your 
"hopes, before you had obtained fronT Bertha the con- 
feffion of her own fentiments \ I obfervfed ;4 y&u four 
months together entirely taken up with her, and at 
the inftant in which fh€ appeared the moft difpofed in 
your favour, you broke With each other with the moft 
aftonifhing levitjfc on both fides ; for inftanee, the very 
evening of this rupture Bertha avowed to me, with- 
out the leaft difguife, that fhe loved you, and oa 
your own part I knew you adored her ; yet two days 
aftfcr fhe forbad me in the moft punitive manner tcr 
mention your name, and you yotifftlf have never 
thought fit to explain the motives of this fudden quar- 
rel," — ". He had a&ed for a lorig white with like re- 
ferve towards me," returned Lancelot fouling, « agd 
for rgalbtts which you will approve ; but he may now 
without any fcruple communicate this lingular adven- 
ture to you*" At thefe words Angilbert, being clofely 
prefled by Ifambard, began tq {peak as follows* 

. w I did not in faft adore the prince^ Bertha, a* 
Ifambard has juft mentioned ; he only attributes to me 
the fentiment he himfelf at the prefent moment ex- 
periences ; I entertained a very different one. In the 
difpofitron and manners of the princefs I found thai; 
undefinable charm without which love cannot exlft^ 
and which neverthelefe does not always create a vio- 
1 lent paffidn. 1 loved her without bKhdn&V * &* 
^er without illufion ; {tit was not in ray eyes the moft 
beautiful and amiable woman in thie umverie, but 
after a moment's reBe&ion, my heart would have 
given Bertha the preference, had I been to choofe be- 
tween her and the moft accomplished of her lex. The 
fentiments Ihe inspired did not turn my head, bWt 
deeply penetrated ' my foul j I was not fecure from av 

tranfien* 



fhmficnt fedufldito y other objeds t*>uid ftill att*a& 
and <mafter me for ar mofftcat^' 4he alone had .the 
power of £xing me. • A little tame before I bad dafceft' 
-to give encouragement to the. hopes of rendering my- 
self agreeable to her, J met wi€h a very odd advent 
tore. You know, £ have a hqnfe at a lfctle dhtanoe 
km Aix- la Chapdle^ and that fpruigp of .mineral 
(water are contained hi my field* As they are off m 
different quality from tho& of the city*, I appro* 
^riated them to the ufe of -die public. I conftru&cd 
bathing room? ; thole of the men made a -part of mj 
ewnhoufe, the women's baths- were feparated from 
them by a little wood. The latter buildings I had 
taken great pains to ornament— »they lie within a {$&*> 
clous endofure furrotraded by a wall, and contafattng 
a handfome garden abounding in firuk trees and flow* 
ers. This garden has two gates ? * the chief one is at* 
fended by one of my fervairts, who never leares it* 
and who lets mthewnnnen who -ooint to bather The 
other opens- into a finall wood which kads to my 
houft ; of this -gate folonehad* key, becawfe Iconic 
mofily went through the garden in my way to the 
eitv, in order to- avoid a roundabout road thither. 
Bwt T went through if alone, I fent my fertants asid- 
Itorfesv to meet meat the other gate, asui before I en* 
te*ed this enclofurea horn was aiwafs founded to gfre 
notice tfrthe porter, who at this ilgnalhadmyhories 
Brought up to the lodge, r took this precaution on 
account or the women who mig(it< tie bathing, who, 
if they did notebooks to be ob&rvtod, could retnaia 
hf their tents- One morning, when I went- into this 
ganden, after giving the acouftoracdJignai, I fiwr at a 
dMtanee the moifc-euttaordhlary thing ia the world, ft 
washwoman who ea»e out of the tents and ran to 
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meet me •, this adion, which took place juft sifter the 
(bunding of the horn, left no doubt upon my mind* 
but that the woman was one of the moft abandoned 
part of the fex ; but I was no lefs fiirprifed at> this ex- 
traordinary excefs of impudence. I ftood ftill, ima>- 
gining fhe would then go back to the tent and put oa 
her clothes ; but fhe ftill advanced towards riie : the 
only covering (he had was a wet and fhort fhift, , and 
her long black hair, which fpread over her breaft and 
fhoulders. When fhe approached near enough to 
enable me to take a more particular furvey of her per- 
fon, I obferved with additional furprife that fhe had 
entirely veiled her face with a handkerchief, which 
ihe had twifted round her head. This circumftance 
gave me a kind of curiofity, and looking attentively 
at her as fhe drew near, I was much ftruck with th$ 
perfe&ion of her form, and the dazzling whitenefs 
of her fkin — At laft, after coming up to role, fhe 
threw herfelf into my arms — At the fame inftant, all 
trembling and out of breath, fhe fell upon her knees, 
and laying hold of the cloke which I had upon my 
ihoulders, fhe appeared defirous to cover herfelf with 
it, and to entreat me to give it to her, and all .this 
without uttering a fingle word. Being at a lofsiwfaftt 
to think, concera and curiofity fucceeded, in fpite of 
me, to contempt and indignation ; .however I re- 
mained ftill of my firft opinion,, but not being fully 
convinced, and willing to fee what would he the un- 
ravelling of the fcene, I yielded to the defire fhe ex- 
prefTed, I gave her my cloke, and offered to conduct 
her to my houfe ; fhe returned. a fign of aflent, and 
that confirmed me in my firft opinion; She wrapped 
herfelf up in the cloke, I lent her my arm, and we 
walked on together towards thc^wood* In vain I en- 
deavoured to difcover through the veil whether her 
face correfponded with the incomparable beauty of 
her perfon \ it was impofSble to fee a fingle feature. 
The handkerchief that was round her head, on which 

were 



\, > gH^W^r v IOC, 

wercfdmte0id^^4no^g?y$.oi *afe$>. entirely hid her 
countenance,,'. She walked alqn,g. with difficulty, and 
I.was iqptch hurt' *t fe^iqg the prettieft feet in the 
world torn by tljeiharp gnavejly path. Moreover, , 
iheperiiftecfem obftinate filence ; fttq fighqd too, and 
•feemed to ,be . m gPQat .agitatjon% We entered the 
-hdufe. through a J>ack dgpr, and without, being per- 
ceived ; ;Y*e,«{cendjed thp ftair-ca/e, and' 1 conduced 
her into .-my room, and Ihut. myfelf up with her. 
. > Now* faid I, < explain the meaning of all, this.' 
She advanced towards a' table, laid hpld of an Ink 
Hand, and made, a fign to me to go out of the room ; 
to this l.pbjedfced. She ftUl periifted by her geftures.. 
I obftryed ithat I could not go. without taking my 
.cloke. : . At thefe .words fhefell dqwn upon .her knees^ 
andfaegan, to.fob and. groan, and this made an.fui- 
praffiqn upon me whiqhl am unable to defcribe. ' All 
thejd$as}I &a<l t cpnceiy$d vanished away $ I imagined 
I was contemplating innocence itfelf, and I. felt the 
keeneft remorfe at having alarmed and miftaken it. 
I lifted up ^he fair mpurner^ fhe was feized witli a 
convwUive trembling, which gave me thp/greateft con*' 
cern$ fhe; appeared quite overcome with terror, and 
not *o~hqar what I was faying to confole. hen As fhe 
feemed to have -hardly ftrength enough to fupport 
herfelf, I was going to give her my arm. to. lead $er to 
a couch, but all on a fudden, breaking looie from 
me, fhe pan to a window, and haftily lifted it up, as 
if fhe were determined to throw Jierfelf headlong intq 
the court — This movement was fo. ..natural, thajt .it 
made me. Judder from head to ibot : I rufhed for- 
ward, . I held her back, the cloke, which was unr 
folded, fell upon the ground, and the unknown lady 
was again as naked as befqre-^-In this manner I be- 
held her a fecond time> but with fenfations far dif- 
ferent from thofe I had felt in the garden. How did 
the timidity and bafhfulnefs, which I now afcribed to . 
her; heighten the luftre of her charms I She ap- 
peared 
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peared to me a drvinfry^I was hc4dfcig her by tHe 
arm, but I inftahtly knelt one kfeee trpon the ground, 
and taking up the tfoke, I* covered my face with « it, 
• while I was preferring ft to her— 'this attion fee»ed 
to calm her v I then dbfirrved I was goihg to retire,. 
and fend a female fcrvant, who-flbonid rfecenre her or- 
ders, and that I woukt not appear ^agajn except ihe 
deigned to fend for me. I'theW ifototdfatcELy went 
out,, and dif^atched my houftfkeeper to her. FuH of 
curiofity, concern, and diftjuietude, I walked about 
the garden, and on reflecting on this ftrange adven* 
ture, I imagined this fair lady wa9 arfc&ed with one 
of thofe nervous complaints which caufe agiddineft in 
the head and frequent fits of infimity, and that in one 
of thefe moments of delirium (he had run out of the 
tent. But I had feen no woman with her. How 
could (he come to the bath all alone I The more J 
thought, the more I was puzzled * yet l \t w<afc no 
longer poffible to form injurious rufpkfctit, when I 
considered thenaturalnefs of art ttie movement* whith 
indicated her modefty and her alarms; her fighs and 
fobbings ftiU founded in my ears, add Iliad ooferved 
the handkerchief, which covered her fttfe, was vet 
with tears. I was thus bewildering myftlf itt'caiijec* 
tures, when the houfekecper tame to fpeafc to roe. 
She was delighted with the unknown lady, who it 
Teems had thrown herfelf into her arm* on feeing 
her, for joy, as (He faid, to find a perfon of her own 
Tex. The lady was now drefled, for her clothes* kad 
been fent for from the bathing room \ but ftiH keep- 
ing the embroidered handkerchief about' her head, 
Die abfolutely refofed to fuffer her faee to be feen. In 
a word, every thing was at laftr explained, and her 
fiory (he had related as follows : A young man, who 
had been in lovewithherforTrpwardsof a year, after 
having vainly attempted to render his addrefles accept- 
able, appeared For two months paft to take ho farther 
notice of her. The ufe of the baths fcemg pjofcribed 
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her, tht came to take them early in- a morning at* 
tended by a waiting maid only. This woman fell fick, 
and a femftrefs, who worked for the unknown lady* 
undertook to procure a proper perfon to accompany 
her to the baths, and to wait on her there. Tliis pro- 
pofal being accepted, it was agreed, that the new- 
waiting iriaid jftiouid on that day go an hour earliet 
than her miftrefs to, the bathing rooriis, in Order td> 
get things in readinefs, and likewife becaufe fhe 
lodged hard by the village \ but after bathing fhe was 
to attend the young lady home. In confequence of 
which, the latter had brought a domeftic with herj 
whom fhe had fent back on her arrival at the gate; 
When fhe came to the tent (he called the new wait- 
ing maid, whom fhe faw at a diftance in the garden * 
and in the mean while flie began to undrefs herfelf in. 
hafte •, fhe was already in the bath when the maid ar- 
rived 5 but what was her furprife, when looking at 
this pretended woman, fhe recognized the young 
man who was in love with her — Her fituation was pe- 
culiarly fhocking, as there was no bathing-woman 
that morning in the tent, and fhe was all alone* 
Difoiayed, and wild, her danger gave her fuperna- 
ftufal force > fhe broke from his arms, and made her 
way out of the tent : at this moment was heard th* 
found of the horn, fhe ran towards the gates, ftill 
imagining Ihe was purfued by the young man ; for fhe 
had quite loft her fenfes— Befides, fhe could not well 
Fee, for on coming out of the bath 'fhe had covered 
her face, and in this manner it Was that fhe met me. 
— This t elation, many particulars of which I abridge, 
but which added to the probability of the ftory, 
feemed to me the more fotisfaftory, as it was con- 
firmed by the evidence of the keeper of the gate, 
whom I had fent for to queftion him. He told me, 
that in reality a Very tall woman, of a lingular ap- 

Eearance, tad arrived at the hreak of day, calling 
erfeflf Waiting-woman to a yotmg an4 handfoine lady 
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who was coming to bathe ; that at the moment «when> 
the horn founded fhe had come back to the gate in 
great confufion, and run out with precipitation *, that 
at the end of the ftreet, having mounted a horfe 
which was in waiting for her there^ fhe ha'd been feen 
to gallop away and difappear in a moment. This de- 
tail removed every doubt of the fincerity and inno- 
cence of the unknown charmer, and I now felt the 
moft eager curiofity refpe&ing her, and* the greateft 
intereft in. her behalf. It appeared to me very natu- 
ral, that modefty even might have induced her to hide 
her face rather than her bofom, in order not to be 
known again by him who had had the happinefs to 
behold her in the drefs of nature ; and I farther ima- 
gined, that for the fame reafon fhe was averfe to dif- 
cover the found of her voice \ but I could not forgive 
myfelf for having treated her with fo much levity and^ 
difdain, and I died with impatience to make due re- 
paration. I had juft fent hpr fome flowers, fom& fruit, 
and refreshments $ and while fhe was at breakfaft, I 
wrote her a letter full of gallantry and refpeft. In a 
few minntes her anfwer was brought me •, the hand- 
writing was vifibly. difguifed, but I found fo much- 
grace and elevation of mind in the billet, that admi- 
ration, was now added to the fentiments fhe had al- 
ready infpired* . In her note (he requefted me to have 
her accompanied to an inn which fhe mentioned in 
the neighbourhood, and informed me fhe was juft 
going thither. I fent a meflage, requefting to be per- 
mitted to come and take my leave of her *, and fhe 
confented to receive me. I returned to the chamber 
where I had left her, with equal emotion and trou- 
ble ; I was afhamed of my behaviour to her, and I 
was extremely defirous to imprefs her with a more fa- 
vourable idea of me. She was dreffed in a plain but 
elegant ftyle j and I was fmitten with the gracefulnefs 
of her mien. She no longer had the embroidered 
handkerchief upon her head, but her face was ft ill 
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veiled by a large blgck fcaffety hood, which fell down, 
to her^bofomij » Qo perceiving me ibe arofe, and her 
coantenanopwas expieffive of itftouble and- cpnfuljon* 
I felt myfeif >4iiit£. a* A hrfs * and, as & e had made a 
refbhitiotx: not to utter a fyllable, he* filence increafed 
my embarraffinem; for ; when< we a're intimidated, 
tbere is nothing fo diftreffing frs,the neceffity of finifti- 
ingevery phrafe, and the certitude of meeting with no 
interruption. After having repeated the moft re- 
ipectful excufes, I added, that fhe . would be fufficjU 
ently avenged by t|ie remembrances of eyery^ kiwi 
which £be would leaye behind hen .At thefe words 
fat fhoiokher. head* -f No/ replied I. with earneft-. 
nefi, ^thdfe'JBementbrancesare indelible,, they, will 
difturb the tranquillity of my life.— I will go in qaefi: 
of yo« every where ,5 and, fhould I not meet you, I 
fliall £nd n6 object that can give ine the idea of per- 
fection that my imagination will be ever forming, on 
refle&mg upon what I have feen, and on what I have 
readi-r-Ah, fince you ^re, refolved not to ailfwer m<f % 
do not refufe to confer jupoqipe fome pledge of your 
good- will p let me receive. af your hands the handker- 
chief which covered your face ; how precious would 
that gift prove !— '(She inade a fignpf .refufal.) l At 
kafiy faidl, f you .muft leave me this cloak, which I 
have .twice: had the honour of prefenting to you — it 
waU realize the. fabulous account of thofe fatal" gar^ 
meats, which confiirned the wearer to death. — But I 
flxall hot have* the. temerijty to $over myfelf with it ; 
that furely -would-^e a profanation. — Here fhalt it re- 
main,, there— ^'©n thje fpot on which I faw it fall from 
you* on the fpot where oiy trembling hand had the 
courage to present it to you willXraife an alta*r to Love 
AttdModefty,, an$bdepout it thereon V— As I finifhed 
thefe words. fhg hung her- head upon. her bofom j 1^ 
fancied L.could; fee ,her blufli through her veil.— I 
feized one of her .hand^ fhe wore .gloves, and I re- 
colleite^ I ha<|,not i t^ki3T. 3 par|icular notice of . it when 
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naked ; I was vexed at my negKgence, as a more at*- 

tent^vc examination might have enabled me to know 
her one day again. Shi gently y/ithdrew her hand, 
hut flie had given mine a fqueeae; and heived a figh. 
This firfli fymptom of fenfibiiity charmed and afiefiedt 
me ; I threw myfelf at her feet, and, forgetting the 
language of gallantry, I addrefled her with left art 
and : more fent'iment. She obliged me to, rife, and 
then turning her fate towards me, and drawing 
nearer, fhe feemed to Men with attention. I ftUl in* 
trieated her to remove her v eft, or to tell me her 
name ; and upon her rfeftifal, I affured her &e would 
leave me the moft wretched of mankind., .Upon this, 
fhe toekforte paper and a pencil out n>f he**pockset* 
and with .her left hand Wrote this ihort bifle*.: Iwmhf 
make foyfelf known, werr it in mypower to da fi without 
dying with Jhame and conftefon. Befides^ lam well af* 
furedy that a nento obj*& wpuld foon fupplaHt stie in the 
affcRiom of the fickk and fidueing AttgUh*rU-*+- c &*du<* 
ftngy cried I, alter having read thefe few H*e»> * the 
manner in which you treat me proves too truly I am 
not fo. Fickle- \ may have been, bwt it depends on* 
yourfelf to retrieve my reputation in that refpe&/*~ 
She made a fign of disbelief, « Well/ returned I±. 
« if ever you fee me engaged by another object* make 
yourfelf known to mei and be allured, that an~ en* 
chanting remembrance will give you alt the claims of 
the moft facred engagement. Thus will k be ever in 
your power to break thofe light chains, which I Quit 
only wear in order to drive your image from, my 
heart.* She gently Shrugged her fheuklers, and 
fnatching her pencil, (he wrote a few more line* to* 
requeft my word of honour never to relate this ad# 
venture to any perfon whatever* I proraifed to obey \. 
flie thanked me fay nodding her head^. then putting 
one hand to the door, (he held out the other towards- 
me by way of bidding nle farewell. • This adieu gave 
me great affli&ion* and I declared to her the gseatneft 
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of my fafffermgs. At this Ac appeared affe&ed, for 
there was a fingular expreffion in her mien, her atti- 
tudes, and her geftures ; butihe fhowed a fixed de- 
termination to go away. I conjured her to anfwer 
me one more queftion, and I then inquired whether 
her heart were free. She wrote this reply : J do not 
well knoto that myfelf. At this very inftant Are got up \ 
in vam I endeavoured to detain her ; — fee moved to- 
wards the door, I held her by the hand, whifch I 
killed with much tendernefi ; fhe paufed a minute, 
and appearing to have a ftmggle within herfelf, fhe 
quitted me. abruptly, darted towards the dcror^ 
opened it, and difappeared. She left me in fad de- 
prefflon of fphrits, and this melancholy proved, that 
fhe had made almoft as much rmpreffion uptm my 
heart as upon my imagination. I'went to the porter 
of the gate leading to the baths, I had forgotten to 
aft him whether he had feen her face when fhe ar- 
rived •, but he replied, that fhe paffed by him very 
faff, that he was erigaged at that moment, and that 
he had not at air noticed her perfon. I was deeply 
tffli&ed on thinking I fhould moft likely never be 
able to recognife her; and yet that perhaps I fhould 
frequently meet her. I called to mind all the ladies, 
of the court, in order to find the likenefs of my un- 
known fair one among them, ' and I recollected but 
two, whofe faces are as different as their chara&ers, 
but who are of the fame height, were equally fair, and 
who both had -beautiful black locks 5 thefe were 
Amalberga and Armoflede. I was difconfolate to 
think, that one was adored by the emperor, and the 
other, according to public report, the wife of Oliver. 
I recolle&ed, that the fair nymph of the bath, when 
I queftioned her upon the irate of her heart, had re- 
plied with incertitude, which was not fuitable to one 
who had openly avowed her paffion 5 thus all my 
fufpicions fell upon Amalberga. I was fatisfied her 
virtue and modefty were fuch* that* w*re 1 not mif- 
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taken in my conje&ures, fhe rauft blufli the iJrft-time: 
we fhould meet together. My curiofity did not allow 
me to defer this experiment. I went to court, and at 
the princefs Bertha's apartments I faw Amalberga. I 
looked her full in the face $ her eyes met mine. She 
was furprifed at the attentive manner in which I fur- 
veyed her, and fmiled at it in fo ingenuous a manner, 
that I was inftantly undeceived. However I accofted 
her, and inquired whether (he had not bathed that 
morning. She replied with fuch fimplicity and eafe, 
as completely difabufed me. I then accofted Armo- 
flede, who difcovered the like ignorance ; but, as I 
had not fo favourable an opinion of her fincerity, I 
entertained my doubts for a longer time* At laft fhe 
herfelf fucceeded in removing them, and in her turn 
embarrafled me with her inquiries into the reafon of 
my queftions and myfterious air ; a curiofity which 
fhe manifefted for more than eight days in fo natural* 
a manner, that the flighted degree of fufpicion no 
longer remained in my mind. I then imagined the 
charming perfon I had feen did not go to court, or 
perhaps was fome ftranger. Her remembrance long 
purfued me ; and for more than two months I never 
met a young perfon in the' ftreets or walks, v who ap- 
peared to have a graceful fhape and fine black hair* 
without fome emotion. 

" Sentiments lefs romantic and violent perhaps, but 
more fblid and more genuine, now began to fupplant 
this amorous folly. I attached myfelf to the princefs 
Bertha ; I was foon convinced that I was loved, yet I 
was unable to obtain an avowal of it. At this time,, 
which was about the middle of winter, a grand 
mafked ball was given at court ; the emperor and the 
princeffes were the only perfons who did not wear 
mafks. At midnight the emperor retired j I ven- 
tured then to approach Bertha. I had difguifed my- 
felf with great care ; I made myfelf known to her,. 
and, in order to get rid of the circle which fur- 
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rounded us, fhe propofed to walk about the ball 
room. She laid hold of Armoflede, and another 
lady, and began to walk between them 5 I followed^ 
and a moment after I fbftly requefted Armoflede, who 
had juft unmafked, to allow me to feparate her from 
the princefe in giving each an arm. Sheconfented, 
on condition that I would tell her my name. This I 
did' without any hefitation. She fmiled, made no re- 
ply, and gave me the place I folicited. s We flopped 
tit the farther end* of the room y the princefs fat 
down, the two ladies placed themfelves on her right, 
and I remained on the other fide, hard by a fmall 
door, through which I could retreat if prudence re- 
quired it, and fuddenly difappear. In about a quar- 
ter of an hour Armoflede, upon I know nbt what 
pretext, arofe and withdrew : a mafk came and fat by 
the other lady, and their converfation becoming very 
animated, gave me an opportunity of fpeaking with- 
out conftraint to trie princefs. I complained of the 
ftate of incertitude in which fhe left me •, I entreated 
her at length to fix my deftiny by a fingle word, 
which would fuffice for my happinefs. ' Well,' fald 
fhe, * you will no longer reproach me for my filetice, 
I have anfwered the letter I received from you this 
morning; I have the note in my pocket, but if I 
gave it you, you would leave me in order to perufe 
it. — We may without any inconvenience remain here 
another hour, we muft after that feparate, and then I 
will give you the anfwer/ This promife could leave 
me tinder no uneafinefs with regard to the contents 
of the letter, or rather it told me beforehand what I 
fhould And in it. Thus, happy and fatisfied, I fub- 
mitted without any difficulty to this decifion. Three 
quarters of an hour rapidly fiole away in delightful 
converfe. But, notwithstanding the defire I felt to 
read the letter, my fpirits drooped at the idea of be- 
ing obliged to feparate in a few minutes. Bertha 
fhared my regret, and was exprefllng her feelings * 
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the moft engaging manner, when the door near which 
I fat fuddenly opened, and difcovered a female of an 
enchanting form, with long black lqcks floating upon 
her fhoulders, anddrefled in a robe of white muffin, 
of To thin a texture, that it appeared nothing more 
than the flight drapery of a pi&ure. Her face was 
concealed, but what was my furprife on recognizing 
in the -veil which covered it, the handkerchief em- 
broidered with rofes ! — Bertha was turned towards the 
lady {he had with her; and neither had obferved the 
opening of the door, nor the perfon who entered the 
room.— * Without lofing any time, the unknown 
. lady accofted me, and whifpered, Do you know we ? 
This que ft ion, fo natural at a mafquerade, produced 
an effefl upon me which was truly magical. The lady 
held out a cjiarming hand to me ; I arofe with tran- 
sport, I feized that hand. — She drew me along; we 
went out at the fmall door, which was ftili left open. 
We found ourfelves in a dark paflage, at the erfd of 
which we cainc to the yeftibule which led to the va- 
rious apartments of the palace * walking forwards in 
great hafte, wejraverfed the great gallery, and after- 
wards feveral other rooms. We then arrived at the 
foot of a ftair-cafe ; after afcending the flairs, we 
flopped at a door which quickly opened. We entered, 
and I recognifed the apartment of Armoflede j it 
wfcs in truth Armoflede herfelf J I had loft my head, 
I was infatuated with delight, and utterly incapable 
of the Jeaft reflection. Armoflede feemed to partake 
my delirium — I did not jieave her chamber till half an 
hour before fun-rife.—- But, when I found myfelf 
.alone, and reflored to my fenfes, all this enchantment 
difappeared. I fhuddered on reflecting upon my un- 
accountable and injurious procedure with regard to 
the princefs \ I had left her without any pretext, with- 
out faying a word, at the inftant in which I was going 
to receive from her the moft pofitive proofs of love 
and confidence. She had declared it, fhe ha*l pro- 
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ijfrfed it, and in a few minutes we Aould have iepa- 
fated happy in each other— I felt all fee mu ft. un- 
dergo ; the truth 1 even, which honour did not allow 
me to declare, would not have rendered me more e*» 
cu&We hi htr eyes. I could not myfelf conceive I 
had been guilty of fuch extravagant conduft. 2 had 
been unworthily abufing a woman, who, condefcend- 
ing to forget the diftance which feparated ns, pre- 
ferred me to the moft illuftrious and brilliant fituation 
in Europe ; a woman too, who was amiable, virtu- 
ous, tender, and with whom I was enamoured. And 
to what object had I been facriiking gratitude, and 
love, and every endearing obligation? to the moft 
.contemptible of her fex. For on reflecting upon all 
•the conduA of Armoflede, it was impoffible to de- 
ceive myfclf in that refpeft. The modefty, the re- 
ferve, the extreme confufion, which fhe had affe&ed 
before (he made herfelf known, accorded fo ill with 
her appearance at the ball, and with what had now 
pafled between us, that the moft pafilonate love would 
have been unable to blind me with regard to her cha- 
racter. When I rcflefted, that fee appeared in pub- 
lic to loyc (Miv^r, that fee profefled a tender attach- 
ment to theprlncefs Bertha ; when I confidered, that, 
having difcovered my growing paffion for the princefs, 
fee had waited till- it was returned, before fee at- . 
tempted to fopplant her, and that fee had contrived 
her plan of fedu&ion in a manner t^he moft mortify- 
ing and offenfive to her rival ; when I made all thefe 
reflexions, I experienced movements of indignation 
which arofb almoft to hatred. However, I endea- 
voured to clear ujp my condud to the princefs ; I 
wrote her a long tetter full of well-invented falfe- 
hoods. The letter was returned unopened. Bertha 
conduced herfelf with fuch dignity and firmnefs, and 
at rne fame time with fuch reafon and fenfibility, that 
her empire over my heart was for- ever eflabiifeed. 
She fought neither to feow, nor to difiemble, the 

keenn<- r <- 
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ieennelV^frhe'fpaiii flxcfelu She apj^frreekferfoue 
•and melancfcfoly, but had no jecourfe to repnpap^es, 
or even to any itidireft complaint $ £Hc»alFe&ed neither 
tKfdain nor anger, did not forbid, me tp appear . at -her 
palace, and ftiil treated; me with -.pgiitfinefs and 
courtefy ; but never allowed me aifii^te, opportunity 
t>f fpeaking<a word toiher alone*, and ^tanAantly lent 
back all jsiy letters' wkhout having .broken them* open. 
This conduct deprived me.t>f 'aUr-Jtope* <and, gaye roe 
great affliction j and die artful Armoflede, ki fpite of 
all her charms, could neither/cpnfcle me nor make me 
any amends. Bertha had not the teaft fufpicion of 
her, for flie had neither fesn nor obferved.her when 
Ae tore me away from; my place. She had turned 
round at the hafty manner of my leaving her ; but I 
was already upon the threfliold of the door, and Ar- 
moflede, who walked before me, was in the paflage. 
Thus was our intrigue abfolutely unknown to her. I 
can affert with truth, that on the very morrow I 
could have put an .end to it without ftruggle $ but the 
attention due to a woman even whom wemqft defpife, 
did not allow me to think of fo fudden a rupture ; 
betides, I ftood in need of diflipation. I was curious 
too to fee how far female depravation could go, and 
I imagined Armoflede capable of fhowing me,, I fu£- 
pefted, that all the hiftory of the bath was fabulous, 
and that (he had planned beforehand that extraordi- 
nary farce. I fancied it would be no fmail gratifica- 
tion to hear fuch an avowal from the moft infincere 
woman in the world 5 and, in order to attain it, I af- 
fected the greateft perverfion e*f manners. I quickly 
perceived (he loved me the better for this, ; and when 
the was fully- convinced, that .we both were of. the 
fame way of thinking, fhe became quite ,at her eafe, 
and owned things which quite furpafied all I could 
have imagined. I praifed every thing ihe conm«f&» 
cated, and at laft I interrogated her upon the, adven- 
ture of the bath. She burft into a J?t >of laughter, 

and 
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and cdnfefled, without the leaft hesitation, that, 
having for feme time paft taken a fancy to me (fech* 
was her expreffion, lor we had baftiftied from Our 
converfe the words hve and paffion) y {he had planned 
the means of feducing me ; and that the pretended 
waiting-maid was a confidential domeftfc, thetninifter 
of her intrigues, whom (he had drefTecT in women's 
clothes, in order that a -report ftiould be made to 
confirm me in my miftake. 'This I had gnefied, yet 
I was- neverthelefs quite confounded to hear her avow 
it ; but at the fatoe time this avowal did not give me 
the complete convidion I was defirous of, <for I 
thought, that, if by chance {he had not in faft taken 
this ftratagem into her head, it was very poffible the 
would falfely attribute to.herfelf- the invention of it. 
In her imp6fture is fo natural, that even when fhe k 
confcious of making a difplay of all her vicioufnefs, 
without any inconvenience, ftill will fhe have recourfe 
to untruths ; falfehood and artifice never abandon 
her; and, in fpite of the violence of her paffions, 
which is extreme, Ac is- continually employed either 
in exaggerating their force, or difiembling their em*, 
piro over her. When a perfon of this character is 
well* kno^rn, all the blandishment of wit and beauty 
cannot render an intercourfe either agreeable or 
piquant. Thfe- 1 experienced with* regard to Armo- 
flede. Nefor believing, or bnly half believing what- 
ever flie faid to me, I heard her without curiofity or 
intereftt befides, being entirely ttnmatfked before me, 
(he had no longer the attraction of vanity to recom- 
mend her. It was no longer th he* pbwer to afiume . 
a modeft, tender* or ingenuotrt £a¥t ; it is delicacy * 
whith farntfhcfc lirtfc *rt*h At*4rie*haiiftible fourte of 
delicious fenfatron^ aWd ^th fentbnents ever new. ^ 
'Delicacy appears th« f>ecater*pfo^i^cof that charm- 
ing**, n^r can ; it be viobied iw^ibtt^ the lofs of 
every thing that is graceful and engaging ; in fine r 
Armofiede unveiled, having nothing to recommend 
Vol. IL G hr 
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l}*r but /what fhe poffdTed in common witti |he moft 
licentious, /cpi^rt^fan, £t&w*d that the monotooy of 
■rise c^» : tapQBP- equally wfipid wd dMgwftkig^ I 
did not^ prpduftethe !&« «ffett upon ber,:;;far # 
growing the more wild for are as fhe faws my pafiion 
.d^reafe, fte fo, far forgot herfelf as tor declare one 
day to me that £he wa$ not married, and yery fo 
r<U>ufly 9$W£d *»e frer. hand. - I made no other re^ly 
tp this propofal [thaftva loud laugh, and availed my- 
f$lf of the <?<*ca|te& *p -i break, off an intrigue, of 
^hich I VM iflpft. heartily tired. « £et us he.con- 
ijftei?*/ faid: I* f. for -after the difplay you have made 
pf yppr charade*, what charms c*n you fee ia* /*- 
git\mqU union ? y < You ajoae.fuit me/ replied flie, 
'afxj, not heiag abte fcp gain y pur attachment, I would 
syifk tp chain you/ « A pretty* anfwer* truly/ re- 
turned I; i s hut, fair Arjcaoflede, you labour under 
a: great errpur> and Thought -jjot to leave yoi* any 
IftQficf JthMupe pf.it. Intoxicated with love>. and 
ip order to plfcafe ypq, I h*ve affiwned? a chara&er 
of which indeed you approve, hut ( which is not my 
r^al dilppfition* We have a hundred times obferv- 
^d, that i all kind <rf deception is allowable m love, 
ajl fcruple \n $hat regard \& folly* The-rprjnciples 
vf^ich I,, imbibed, from you hav0 emboldened my. ti- 
midity, and J have , deceived yoi*.' u t c Hbw.ft— r « I 
have boafted. of a ftreftgthof mind I doAofr.poffefs. 
I muft avowtp.ypu, tha£ I give encouragement to 
atmoft all the prejudices, which you defpife j .1 may 
flwu^e them off for a, oftpment, but their influence 
oyer t me.,^icWy ; returns 5 Jij, fine, J;CO*ifef$ ytjiatin 
my eye& Yirtue jfe , not ,4. chimera y ihe appears^ to. 
npte ^ne;ceflaiyi^p tfes happuia& of life, as.thft rfcfpi- 
ration ^fr^holefome air j i$ jto;heal|tl*i to abjure her 

l^jdir^m^i 4fc# .wujft^her be: followed jw*re- 
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<^T^b rfilDral r(Hfoourfe;ptoduced'tfc«.e©ft lex* 
pe&edn Armoftedcconfidered the eulogwovorl virtua 
as an outrage ; fhe burft into a v^iolewt p^ffion, I took 
no 'pains *o fbothe, hear* and broke with h*h without 
any kind, of ceremony. Since this rupture &6 
has frequently, offered me my pardon^ ; for foratf 
months indeed flic .even followed me* aad played 
two or rthree farcical fcenes ,of rage an& jeidtfufy,' but 
alllthefe attempts have heeti yrithout fuccpuYi Aftetf 
having fhaken off jthefe. fhameftal letters, rrty fole* 
object was. .the recovery o£ that tender heart I ha J 
fo deeply wounded, I thought I. remarked, that 
Bertha appeared gratified at the affiduk^ andtimi* 
dity of my conduct 1 towards her, for I did not 
venture either t6 approach or to addrefe her* but 
my melancholy carriage was, fofficfentty eapreffive Of 
what i fuflcned*. . At the rind offbra* teohths, I per- 
ceived that. her. refentmen* was almoft fubfided, 1 
then ventured., to write again, and] fbe returned 
my letters as before; I fought opportunities of 
fpeaking to her in private* and fhc< how- began 
to avoid. rne with the greateft care. I again became 
reserved,, and fhe ccafed toi fhun me $ when J madd 
Fre(h attempts, fhe invariably had tecourfe to thfc 
Farwe conducl. I had, almoft given up; all hopes' of 
fuccefsy/when thcircport of the enterprife of the prin-r 
cea. confederated agaiaft Beatrice became the topic of 
general .coaverfatioifc at court. The empieror d£* 
dared, .that asi foonns count Thederic * fhould re- 
turn from ah expedition, which was now drawing 
near to a conctufioa, he would ielad him at. the 
head of fome/ troops rto- the ftceojur ;of the>duche& 
of Clever; aad~»* the. jmetn- whale. that generous 
prince difpatcliedArchambaiidt 6 her, ^vh)om he had 
charged to oflfe* afUftanee : in money i which, t how* 

* I have already mentioned ift a note, tf^ti iThqderic tm.opt.ol 
the f enerafc and friends of Charlemagne. 

G2 <ver 
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•ever, :t& dnchefe did not accept* One everting 
when I was at the priheeft Bertha's apartments, the 
conversation ran as ufual upon Jkatwce and Gerold, 
and on the unaccountable .procedure *of the latter, 
who, at the moment of -obtaining the hand of her 
lie adored,; fent her abetter Xo break off the match, 
the contents of which he in .vain revoked. a fortnight 
after. The whole ;cbcle, as they blamed the count 
of Bavaria, maintained* that ambition alone -had in- 
cited him .to hoftiie -meafures ^ and that, having 
broken with the duchefe in fo -formal 4 »way, it was 
impoffible he. could have canceled any 'real paffion 
for her; I was fingly of a contrary opinion $ I in- 
lifted' that a ftrong paffion was no certain fecurity 
for confiftency in a lover's conduct ; and I .added, 
that, fince <ti|e dnirhefs was inexorable, it was a 

' proof me had never loved. As Bertha kept filence 
during this difcuffion, H ventured to addrefc myfelf 
io her, and to requeft ther. opinion. < I believe/ 
replied flue, -bjufliing, ••« that the more we love- the 
greater' value we fet <npon our lovers efteem, and 
that, when :he is guilty of the moft ofreniive con- 
duct, love itfelf has ftilt indulgence in ftore r -though 
the efcercife of k may be degrading/ This reply, fo 
full of delicacy and {enaiment, jreftored my hopes, 
and infpire& nie wkh gratitude and joy. 1 was fo af- 
fected, that I did not venture to .add a word more ; 
But Bertha* read my -heart, and on that very even- 
ing I received a billet from her which contained thefe 

words. 5, ••■■■!.. _ • 

« Go and defend an opprefled princefs, <go and 

* overcome a faithlefs lover.— Set, off without either 
feeing -me again -or writing to me.^— When the du- - 
chefs of- Clevcs fhatt be delivered from her perfecu- 
tfcrs^ returny 1 fhaii receive you, and you fhalt be 
heard — and, if you afk me for an anfwer, I {hall 
thetf<mly confohmy heart.* 

«1 obeyed, 
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«<*' Iobeyed, and departed the fame night. I did 
itot write to her, but Lancelpt, w^o.Jiad determined 
tb follow me, fet out a cfoy late*; id Wder to give ttie 
princefs an account -of my prompt fubipifijQn to .her 
orders." When Afigilbert had finlfli^a his ftory, 
they began to fpeak again of Armoftede, and it was ' 
decided, that fhe ijiouldrjo; longer be permitted to ; 
remain at the cattle. , " I ' will take upon myfelf," 
faid Angilbert* " to make her choofe fbme other * 
abode. I fhall prevail upon her to declare her lex ^ 
to the princefsj and reqiieft\b retire to the hbtxfe of 
an old woman named Marcelina, who has been lately 
condemned to perpetual exile: - This* houfe i»" far 
enough from the -camp to be free from aft danger j 
befides, we can inform the princes, through Giafrar, 
that it ferves Wan afylum ta a young* perfbn under 
the protection ofthe duchefsj and they will certainly 
give orders to their troops to keep at vl diftance from * 
fa" This project was approved, and on the follow-* i 
ing day put- into execution. Arrtioflede," perceiving 
flie would be compelled to follow the counfel that > 
was given her, complied with a good grace j fee in- ' 
vented "a'4o»g.ftory, which flie related to the prin- 
cefs, and <havkig obtained the houfe of the old for- * 
ccrefe, rihe took up. her abode there without delay*' 
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TBE WM 4 N p THE.PEML NECKLACE. 

O terns ! 6 jours Jieureu* oii la forge innocente, 
*Ne brulant que pour rendre tine moJfon ftioins lente, 
Xnfantoit farfement des foes et 3es rateaux! 

1 "* •.*•'-» Regna&d. 

L'amour d^n* fa jprudei^cp eil tonjouijs indifcret. 

, f i ■'. &ur(na dc CoRNElLL* . . 

The trued dre* near its ciKctufion, and the du- 
chc6 of CkvcS) ihaving loft all kopea of obtaining 
peace,, gave hetfeif up a prey to farrow. She had 
given BeKa a viHa, fituate in the midft of the forcft •, 
thither Delia, accompanied by Amalberga, often re- 
tired in- queft of fplitude. Two -or throe days in 
each week' fhe paffed here in ab&hite fcclufion ; and 
Beatrice, epprefled with dift}uietttde arid grief, /hat 
herfelf ug. with her two friends <Jrarfng the laft three 
days of the truce. 

- In the mean time the allied princes affembled in 
council for the laft time j and, notwithstanding all 
the efforts of Barmecide, war was decided upon. At 
the clofe of. this meeting Barmecide thus exprefled 
himfelf. " As for myfelf, I fwear by all that bjBtf?- 
fcourable, grateful, and friendly, never to quit the 
count of Bavaria during the engagement, and to 1 de- 
fend him at the. rifk of my own life; but at the 
, fame time I fwear to confine myfelf merely to the 
aft of defence, and I engage myfelf in the moft fo- 
lemn vow never to make any attack during the 
-,courfe of this unjuft "war (23)." This fpeech only 
excited murmurs, and it was agreed upon to fend 
Beatrice, the day after the morrow, a formal de- 
claration of hoftilities. The allies had no uneafi- 
xiefs relative to the fuccefs of this war 5 their Tupe- 
'-'-.•-■ riority 
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lfarity in number* the ability of their generals, the 
excellent difcjjUine of their troops, all promifed the 
tooft brilliant fiiccfefs. The prince of Greece hud 
arrived at their camp at the head of a body of men. 
He was accompanied by Adalgife, whom he had 
met in hi? way* and Who had joined him, together 
wfth fome other knights, and among the reft the fa- 
mous Bruhier, a warrior terrible for his valour, his 1^ 
bodily ftrength, and his gigantic ftature (24)* ItV* * 
f^as known in the camp, that all the fttbjedts of the \ 
duchefs had flown to arms, and that the defire of 
defending her infpired fuch an enthufiafm, that old 
men and children ehlifted with all the ardour which 
dHHnguifhed the youthful part of the community ; 
but the allies affeclcd to defpife foldiers without ex- 
perience, and each chief fecretly indulged all the 
flattering hopes whiclu love and ambition could 
prompt. The duchefe had }uft publifhed a manjfefto, 
which- crdwned the admiration die had already ac- 
quired. In this proclamation Beatrice^ gave an ac- 
count of every effort fhe had tried to obtain peace. 
In entering into the detail of her conduct and that 
of the allies, fhe demonftrated, in the cleareft man- 
ner, the injuftice and the violence of their proceed- 
ings. But fhe contented herfelf with ftating facts, 
and, far from making any reflections, or ufing any 
injurious expreffions, fhe fpoke of her perfecutors 
in terms of efteem; fhe knew that the - language of 
moderation is always the moft perfuafive, add the 
only language which is confiftent wi^Ji true dignity. 
She knew that it tfas glorious to conquer an enemy, 
and not toinfult him ; and, in fine, that manifeftos 
ought not to refemble libels. 

On the day which preceded the expiration of the 
truce, Beatrice returned to the caftle. In the even- 
ing that princefs, together with the ladies of her 
court, and the knights clad in armour, aflembled in 
;a fpactous gallery. There all the knights renewed 

the 
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the oath of combating for the dijcht&j ~mnd sot to 
feavc her before fhe was -delivered from her perfecti- 
tors. The duchefs and the ladies then fattened to 
the fnields and lances of the knights various orna- 
ments taken from their drefs : one gave a knot of 
ribbands, or piece of a fcarf; another a necklace) 
or a chain* Many preiented the golden clafps which 
fattened their veftments. The duchefs, who firft 
began to make the prefents, conferred a magnifi- 
cent one upon each knight \ but when fhe came near 
Oliver, flopping fhort^ with the tenderett looks, 
<« The black crape," {he faid, " which covers. your 
buckler, feems to announce your averfion to its be* 
ing ornamented, and we ought to refpect your incli- 
nation ; but I cannot give up my right, or the . fa- 
tisfaction of offering you fome pledge of my efteeal 
and gratitude, and 1 flatter myfelf you will do me 
the favour to accept a courier, which will be prefent- 
cd you to-morrow *." At thefe words Oliver bowed 
refpeftfuily, and the princefs, advancing towards 
Ifambard, who was near his friend, took from her 
wrifts two fuperb bracelets, fet with emeralds and 
opal, and prefented them to him* It was remarked* 
that this gift was the mott valuable fhe had con- 
ferred, and jealoufy obferved with no lefs chagrin, 
that the hands of Beatrice, as fhe was endeavouring 
to tie on thefe bracelets, trembled to fuch a degree, 
as to render her unable to fatten th^m to Ifarabard's 
ihield. Another ceremony of chivalry fucceeded to 
this; Angilbert and Lancelot declared they would 
for ever unite themfelves together in the facred al- 
liance of brothers in arms* They held each other 
by the hand, and Angilbert firft fpeaking* made the 
following oath. " In the name of all which reli- 
gion, honour, and virtue, hold mott facred, I en- 
gage myfelf for ever, to unite my fortune, ambition, 

* A horfe of parade was called a palfrey <> and battle horfc a courfer m 

and 
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and glory with thine; always to partake thy toils 
and dangers* to fecond thee in all thy enterprifes, to 
leave every thing to defend or deliver thee. I pro r 
mife never . to flatter thy paffibnj, to fpeak always 

- the truth to thee, at thfc riiWevejj of, incurring thy 
difpleafure ; and* if 'thou ,piout<ietl go aftray,, to.ex- 
cufe thee, to lament thy. 'errours, '.and : to ufe every 
means of giving thee' corifolatioQ, - Henceforward, 
thy friends and thy enemies fli^U f be mine ; and the 
benefit, or injuftiee, which : thou .malt* experience^ 

• fhall infpire either the higheft degree of gratitude, 
or the moft violent refentment, ^hic£ : mv\beait* can 
be capable of feeling.'V , .^ ri r J^\ 

Lancelot repeated this oath in the^fame^words^ 
The two, friends then embraced, ana made an ,exr 
change of their arms, which clofeef the ceremony (25)^ 
The moment the company return'ea to' the'falpori, 
the venerable Theobald, -attended by l^is fair daughr 
ter Sylvia, appeared. The old man, having no far- 
ther hopes of ferving the duchefs by his negotia- 
tions with the princes, came to partake l^er danger, 
and to- fhut himfelf up in the cajftle wi& ajs^fo* 
verergn. - .-, ' ■[ ,'7\. .'.. „'.•'..[ 

The next morning one of the< ejuchefi's . fqulje? 
watted upon Oliver, to requeft him to go down into 
the court, which was under his windows, and there 
the knight of the Swan>was presented with the mo f^ 
beautiful fteed he bad ipyt beheld, together with "a 
{Sir of golden fpurs, jand a houfing embroidered 
with pearls and precious itoncs. The extreme mag^ 
nificence of this prefent was .not what moft Article 
Oliver \ he call his eyps upon two rows of large 
pearls, which bordered the top of t^e, hpufing, an<i 
which he remembered, in an inftant, to have feeri 
round the duchefs's neck; and he recollected hthA 
heard h^r on,e <ky mention to ptelia^ that, (lie re* 
ceived this necklace from herjCa^^and th^t ft was 
the only trinket for which, &e,;jh"ad any iWardl 
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While he was ctonfidering thefe pearls with ineX* 
prefiible- emotion, the fquire addreffitfg him ftid, 
ft Yoa may boaft, feignior^ of poffeffirig the fineft 
jhprfe in the worM: Having been commiflibnecf by 
the griricefs fik months ago to purchafe the bcft 
horfe' P could find, I fell upon this by chance,, as he 
was being lea 4 tb the camp for the count of Bavaria; 
The priheefs bff&fe# fd large a fiim for the fteedi 
that fee obtained tn f e preference*, but,, though we 
Were ah*frrqd J that ; he[. was completely managed, fhe 
Vmi deternimed.. to have no doubts^ in that regard, 
and every 'mottling at fun-rife fhe caufed him to 
be exercifetj in . her. prefence." This detail did not 
icontriWe . tc^'reft^re the tranquillity of Oliver's 
agitated n h\fh(f'; ^hej ftood motionlefs, with his eyes 
Hill fi^ed* upon' tlie necklace, and kept profound 
filence : liericfe the fquire concluded, that this knight 
was fonder t>f, pearls and diamonds, than of hones; 
He retired mUchdifgufted, and told the duchefs, in 
a fteevifli fanner, that the knight of. the Swan, 
dlfdaining the moft complete courferin Europe, had 
only takeii notice of the hoiifing •, but this account 
had an effec"l far different from what the fquire 
iimgiiled it wbtiid^produceV It was now incumbent 
on Oliver to return thanks to Beatrice ;/ and after 
much trouble and refle&ion, he had prepared a 
fpeech, which he thought fuitable to the occafidn, 
but unfortunatelyyhe; could not proceed beyond the 
firft two or 1 thred ./jrllables. l He flopped, for he had 
forgotten what , hfe intended to fay. Beatrice bhifh- 
ed — both looked at each other without uttering a 
word, Oliver 'ftarted, liftedj iip* his eyes to.heaven> 
and haftily wftfic^awing, went out of the faloom 
He returned; itt nilf , ati hour ; fcveral* perfons had 
come in and furrounded the duchefs. Athalberga 
called Oliver *tb fnew him a miniature pbrtrait of 
Delia, which Beatrice had painted. Oliver equally 
admired &£ beauty of the execution, and the exact- 

Befs 
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Heft of the r^fethblance. « Ah-1 how kap£y/ , faid 
he, fighing, « is it to poflefs the picture of a beloved 
object !' — He faid no more, and thefe words he 
uttered with a low voice j but they were heard and 
noticed* The reft of the evening pafled away in a 
gloomy .manner \ all the ladies j especially' Beatrice, 
were pppreffed with the deepeft melancholy. It was 

v known, through a deferter from the camp, that the 
allies intended to make an aflault the next morning. 
The afiault was made, but without fiiccefs. The 
befieged made a fally, and engaged in a long and 
bloody battle. The king of Parinonia received feve. 
ral wounds, and all the champions of Beatrice cfcrn^ 
bated with heroic ardour j but the knights- of the 
Swan even furpafled themfelves, and performed fucH 
prodigies of valour, that this combat alone would 
have fufficed to immortalize them. In the mid ft of 
the /ray, Oger, who. had long endeavoured to ap- 
proach the count of Bavaria, at laft found himfel^ 
near him j then addreffing him, u Prince/' faid he, 
« I challenge you to fingle combat, on a double mo- 
tive ; to defend the duchefs of Cleves, and avenge 
the ■ unfortunate Maria*"— At the name of Maria the 

• count, being equally farprifed and affected, loft in art 
iitftant all the ardent courage he had been fhowing' 
in battle 5 but fc>on recovering from his embarraff* 
jfl^pt, « I accept your challenge/' replied he. At 
the fame*inftant the battle was : fufpendedj the war- 
riors fell back into their ranks, a large fpace was left 
open, and the two heroes advancing with noble and 
ftately looks, faulted both armies, and then fell with 
impetuofity upon each other. After an obftinate 
combat in which Oger was' wbuhded, both warriors j 
h»a violent fhock, broke their lances at the" fam# 
inftant. They were then feparated, and the battle 
became general (26). The youthful Zemni, animated 
by his matter's example, diftinguifhed himfelf i#-a 
Angular manner. Coming near the formidable Bru* 
- ' hier- 
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hier, the gigantic ftature of that waariojr did not 
damp his ardour. Bruhier fmiled at the youth and 
fize of his- odverfa/y, and out of generoiity, not 
ujiufual in thofe times, he chofe to lay : afide the 
terrible weapon with which he commonly fought % 
he gave his battle lance tohis fquire, and took a 
fmall and light one in its ftead, which he only em- 
* 'ployed in warding off the ftrokes of his antagonift (zf). 
The latter, obfervjng how he fpared him, went in 
queft of ibme warrior whofe ftrength was more pro- 
portioned to. his own. The vindictive Adalgife fe- 
deral times paffed the ranks, in hopes of meeting 
Ifambard, and, miftaking Oliver for his friend, he 
began to attack him. The knight of the Swan over- 
turned him with a {ingle ftroke of his lance, and he 
was refcued by his fuite, on the point of being taken 
prifoner. Oliver however feized his courfer, which 
was magnificently fet out with trappings, and gave 
him into the charge of one of his fquires. Adalgife, 
mounting another horfe, met Grimaldo duke of 
Benevento, his4>rother*in-law. The attachment of 
the latter to Charlemagne infpired the Lombard 
prince with implacable hatred, and he fell upon him 
with fury. Grimaldo, knowing him by his armour* 
and efpecially by. the violence of his deportment, 
combated him with regret ; but the Greek foldiers 
under the command of Adalgife, being repulfed^ 
Ifambard* began to fall back with great confufion* 
Adalgife quitted his adverfary in order to rally his 
broken troops \ Ifambard purfued them ; at this 
moment the prince of Greece came up. with a corps 
de referve, the routed troops returned to their ranks, 
and the knight of the Swan, not withstanding his 
peat valonr, was on the point of being hemmed in 
on all fides, when Oliver, attended by Zemni and 
two fquires only, flew to his relief with fuch impe- 
tqpfity, that the enemy's ranks inftantly gave way 
and related into their former confufion. A fe« 

cond 
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cond time was the imperial eagle of the ancient 
Cx&rs feen to fly before the Trench. The fol- 
diers, fejzed with a panic, abandoned their leaders. 
Adalgife made his efcape ; but Oliver, falling upon 
prince Gonftantine, made him his prifoner. While 
theie transactions were going forwards in the centre 
of the army, the i cur fons of duke Aimon, with 
Angilbert and Lancelot, obtained a fimilar fuccefs 
in the left wing* Oger, Archambald, Aftolpho, 
md young Roger, commanded the right with equal 
advantage and glory. Oger, having received but a 
flight wound, had refolved not to leave the battle. 
Although he had loft much blood, and was greatly 
weakened, yet, impelled by his ardour, he advanced 
into the front ranks of the enemy with too much 
temerity* Bruhier attacked him and and made him 
his prifoner. In the mean while, GerokTand the 
other, chiefs, obferving the day to be loft, caufed a 
retreat to be founded, and it was made with order 
and ability worthy of the courage which had been 
difplayed in the battle. $ 

Night approaching, the conquerors collected their 
Scattered troops, and entered the caftle in triumph. 
The duchefs, pale and trembling? and fupported by 
two of her attendants, came to meet them at the 
foot of the grand ftair-cafe. Oliver prefented to her 
the, prince of Greece, his prifoner \ Ifambard, Gui- 
chard i and many ^others laid at her feet the ftand- 
ards and colours taken, from the enemy. Beatrice 
was too much agitated and too deeply affected to 
thank her defenders in any other manner than by 
the moving expreffipn of her countenance. .. AH the 
court repaired to the grand gallery. All the fol- 
diers that the room could contain were admitted, 
the reft remained in the veftibules, which commu- 
nicated with the gallery by large arcades > there, ac- 
cording Up the military cuftoms of the ages of chi- 
valry* the herald* at arms were to award the prize 

o* 
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of valour to the warrior who had moft diftmgniihed 
*?/ himfeif in battle (28), Already the heralds were 
advancing towards Oliver, and the whole afieiftbiy 
anticipated their judgment. The foldiers and knights 
all cried out with one voice, that Oliver had deferred 
the prize. Then the duchefs came up to him. Oli- 
ver knelt one knee on the ground before her, Bea- 
trice prefented him with a branch of laurel* and a 
beautiful ruby which fhe took from her finger ? flie 
then held forth her hand, which the conqueror was* 
entitle4 to kifs ; and at the fame inftant # a 'concert 
of mufic celebrated the triumph of the knight of 
the Swan in warlike (trains. His generous rivals all 
preiled to embrace him ; the foldiers applauded his 
glory with fhouts of joy, and the name of Oliver 
refounded through all the quarters of the palace. 
Oliver was deeply affected, he was aftonifhed to find 
himfeif again alive to glory, and, no longer re- 
cognking his own heart, he faired more than ever 
to commune with, and interrogate it. The company 
fat down to table, and Beatrice placed Oliver and 
the prince of Greece on each fide of her* The 
latter fhe treated with a generofity which was na- 
tural to her, and which {he manners of the times 
prefcribed. To refpect a vanquished enemy, to mi- 
tigate the fenfe of his misfortune by marks of es- 
teem, and the moft delicate attentions \ to combat 
wjth intrepidity? and triumph with modefty 5 fuch 
did thefe ancient warriors, although totally um>*rfd 
in pbikjophjy confider as facred and indifpenfabte ob- 
' /ligations (29).. 

During the repaft, Oliver for the firft time fpokc 
to Beatrice,, without being previously addrefied by 
her : he a£ked her whether the fuecefs of the day 
had not entirely diifipated her alarms. " Ah !" 
replied fhe, " this day has proved the moft brilliant 
of my whole life.— But had you felt what I fuffercd 
during . the. battle !"~-The£t few words fatt much* 

but 
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but the tone of her voice and her looks ftill ex- 
prefled ftmethmg more.— Oliver caft down his eyes, 
which were wet With tears; the duchefc foon chang- 
ed tbe converfation, and after having fpoken. of va- 
rious mdk&rent things, fhe remarked to Oliver how 
greatly Itefo* was altered. « c The condition, in 
which I faW her, white the battle lafted,!' added 
Beatrice, « has confirmed me in the opinion I had 
before entertained, that (he is m love with Lancelot ; 
for a- vagae and general concern, however ftrong 
it may be, cannot produce {uch an excefs of fenfi- 
b^ky/* Theft words made Oliver ftart * impelled 
by an irrefiftihte movement he lifted up his eyes to 
look at the duchefs ; but fhe had her face turned 
towards prince Couftantine, and remained fome time 
in this attitude. Oliver took no farther part in the 
conversation ^ a violent fluttering at the heart, and 
the confufed ftate of his ideas, allowed him neither 
to anfirer, nor even to hear what was faid. around 
hi*». Yet that (bate of trouble and agitation of 
mind was not wholly devoid of delight, and, for the 
firft time fince hfc misfortune, he now felt an ar- 
dent emotion accompanied with a fecret joy. The 
cof»v£rfatk>n became general, and then fuddenly 
turned upon the challenge which Oger had given 
to Gerold. No one having heard the ftory of the 
unfortunate Maria, the company were at a lofs to 
account for the warm intereft which Oger took in 
behalf of that unknown lady ; after making many 
cdnjedures, they changed the topic, and when they 
were about to retire, Delia, An endeavouring to: rife, 
fell down again upon her feat, and fainted away; 
The duehefo flew to her afliftance, and, feeing hei 
fallen into a deep fwoon, was extremely frighted, 
and had her carried to her chamber* whither fhe 
hcrfelf accompanied her. This accident greatly ^ 
alarmed Lancelot *, but Oliver, who was this evening 
wore obliging than common, experienced great de- 
, , , % light 
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light in difpelling the untafinefs of Lancelot, and 
. communicating to him what the duchefs had been 
mentioning refpec"ting Delia. Beatrice did not re- 
turn to the faloon. Theobald brought a meflage 
from her to the knights, informing them £he had 
commiffioned him .to go the next morning to the 
camp, to proffer the Prince of Greece in exchange 
for Oger. Oliver, before he retired to his chamber, 
ordered his fquires to lead the fine horfe he had 
taken from prince Adalgife to Roger's pavilion. 
Roger accepted the magnificent prefent with grati- 
tude unmixed with embarraflrnent ; . for in thofe 
times the moft wealthy knight beftowed gifts without 
oftentation upon the pooreft* who received the fa- 
vour without any humiliation. That falfe delicacy 
fo di&efiing to friendfhip, To trouble fome to gene- 
rous minds, and which pride and avarice have fince 
made a virtue, was then utterly unknown *. 
' Let us for a moment leave, the brilliant court of 
Beatrice to fee what was paning in the enemy's 
camp. Bruhier being . the fubject of the count of 
Bavaria, his firft care, after the retreat was to conduft 
his illuftrious prifoner into Gerold's tent* The 
prince appeared to be troubled at the fight of Qger, 
but he exprefied the moft flattering efteem for him. 
* We owe," faid he, "the honour of receiving the 
valiant Oger into our camp, folely to the raftinefs 
of his courage, and if we detain him, it may be 
thought that I am fearful of renewing th$ combat to 
which he challenged, and [which our broken arms 
did not allow us to continue- I feel how inferiour 
my own talents are to thofe of fo renowned a knight, 
but I had rather incur a glorious defeat, than the 
imputation of cowardice. You ore therefore at li- 
berty, and to-morrow, at the. firft beams of day, 

* Tn combats, lays Mr. de SI. Palaye, the wealthy .knight* be* 
{lowed upon the pooxeft the horfes and other fpoils of war. This 
generality became in general ule, and it was obferved in every cif- 
mmfl^Qce of life* &c # (Sec Memoirs of Aackat Chivalry ,Jfal. I) 

-the 
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the heralds at arms fhall conduct you back to the 
caftle of Cleves."- On finifiiing thefe words, the 
count made* fign to Bruhier and the other officers, to 
leave the tent \ and when he was alone with Oger, he 
entreated him to declare how he had known Maria, 
and to inform him of the place of her retreat. Oger, 
touched at the generofity of the prince, related to him 
without any evafion, in what manner he had learnt 
the fiory of that unfortunate fair one. During" this * 
relation Gerold, who was deeply affected, could not 
refrain from tears. "Ah feignior," faid Oger, « is 
it poffible your great mind can only indulge a mo- 
mentary companion for the interefting and unhappy 
Maria ! Tou forfake that tender heart which you 
yourfelf wring with anguifh ; and you forfake Jt for 
a chimera; for the Duchefs of Cleves "will never 
confent to give you her hand.'* "Well," replied 
Gerold, "read then mv heart, it b certain I have 
never felt a violent paffion but for the duchefs'; you 
know that incomparable woman, and ought to con- 
ceive how much time and how many ftruggles it muft 
coft to {hake off her chains. I no longer entertain 
any hope, yet I love her to diftra&ion. I could 
with, at leaft, that her deftiny depended on me ; I 
would willingly be the arbiter of her fate ; then 
would {he do juftice to my fentiments, I {hould ob- 
tain her efteem, and gratitude perhaps would pro- 
dace what love has been unable to effect : but, in 
fpite of this paffion to which I am a flave, the re- 
membrance of Maria inceflantly purfues me. Be- 
lieve me, were I to find her again, I {hould make no 
hefitation to facrifice to her every other conildera- ^ 
tion ; and be affured too, that {he alone in all the 
world would be able to confole and cure me. Ah ! 
had I known the elevation of her tender and gene- 
rous foul, never {hould I have had the ingratitude 
and cruelty to declare to her, that in promifing to 
marry her, I laboured under an * invincible paffion 

fir 
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for another, r- The efrour of a moment has fbrieveY 
deftroyed the felicity of Meinrad and Maria, hut 1 
IByjEelf am more .to be lamented than thefe two vic- 
tims of my bafenefs, I have betrayed my friend : I 
have feduced a child* Memrad in the gloom of a 
clotfter is for ever before my eyes ; and Maria too, 
wandering and difconfolate 1 Maria fa yotmg, fo 
beautifrl, fy ingenuous !— yl have no other compa- 
nions but thefe dtftrafiting thoughts, embittered by a 
pafiion unencouraged by hope. -r- Ah, be aflhred, that 
Meinrad and Maria are , fufficiently, avenged." - On 
faying this, the count let fall his facempon his two 
hands, and remained in tbfrt attitude feveral minutes. 
Oger then declared ho had made a point of conceal* 
6 jyog this melancholy ftory, that he had related it to 
*o one, and that the duchefs had not the fcaft inti* 
mation of it*. . This affurance gave great fatisfaftkm 
to Ceroid, he fpOhe again of Beatrice, and then of 
Pelia. Oger told him> that this young lady lived 
much retired from the court* and pafled the greater 
part of her time in a honfe the duchefs had given 
her for a retreat. The conversation of the count and 
Oger lafted a quarter of an hour longer ; when Oger. 
touch "delighted at the courteous behaviour of Ge* 
told> retired to tafte the fweets of repofe, of whkh 
he ftood in fuch great need. The next day at fon- 
rife the knight arofe, and waited upon the count, to 
take his leave ; the latter made him feveral magni- 
ficent prefents* and put round his neck a beautiful 
tow of topazes, faying to him, according to the fpi' 
rit of gallantry which prevailed in thefe times, that 
he gave him this to prefent to the lady by nvhom be 
moos beloved* At length, after lavishing upon the 
Danifli k»ight every mark of diftin&icm and friend- 
fhip, Gerold himfelf accompanied him out of the 
camp, and commiffioned him to demand of the du- 
chefs a ceffation of arms for the purpofe of paying 
the laft honours to the warriors who had fallen in 
At a little diftance from the caftle Oger met 

Theobald 
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Theobald, -who -was going to the camp to propofe 
the exchange of prince Conftantine and Og er. Great* 
\y aftontfhed to fee the latter, Theobald afked him 
how he had obtained his liberty, and he heard with 
great pieafufe of the generous procedure of* Gerold. 
He returned to the caftle with the Daniffi knight, 
whofe arrival occasioned equal joy and fttrprrfc. Bea- 
trice, after haying heard the relation of Oger, was 
refbived not to be outdone in generoiky, and (he im- 
mediately caufed the prince of Greece to he inform- 
ed, that he was no longer a prifoner. The prince 
came to return her thanks ; fhe announced to him 
the ftfpenfion of arms, and preffed him to remain a 
few days at her court* Conftantine, already full of 
adauration of the duchefs, accepted the invitation 
with pieafure, and in cultivating further acquaint- 
ance with her, he became completely difgufted with 
the irojuft caufe hi which he had taken arms. 



CHAPTER XIV. 
Jl MISTAKE, A FALSEHOOD, A FJULK 

Toute blancheur cede a l'eclat du fard, 
Et la nature eblouit moios que Tart. 

J. B. RoussfcAtr. 

A%e des paffions, trop aveugle jeunefie, 

Oa conduis-tu lea coeura a leura ptachaa* livr£s» 

Voltaire. , 

THE count of Bavaria gave way to much melan- 
choly reflection after the interview he had with Oger, 
and, recalling to mind all the detail of it, he was 
forry he had not made more particular inquiry con* 
eernfng Delia \ but not having fpoken *>f her till to- 
wards the end of the converfation, he was unwilling 
to detain Oger any longer. Every thing he had 
heard of Delia, and principally the account which 

Barmecide 
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Barmecide had given him of his interview witfi lief,*. 
excited in his breaft the moft tender concern, and 
"the moft eager ouriofity. He fuddealy recolle&ed 
that the duehefs had afked him to give orders to his 
foldiers torefpeft the afylum of the young lady fhc 
protected, and whofe retreat was a country villa. 
The name of the lady had not been* mentioned* but 
Gger had juft informed Gerold, that Delia frequently 
fecluded her felf from (bciety* On combining thefe 
two fa&s, the count; had no longer any doubt bat 
that Delia was the objcfr of her- care. Oger had 
not denoted the houfe;.but the count imagined he 
himfelf knew where it waa fituate, Beatrice having 
given him all neceflary particulars relative to the ha- 
bitation of the perfon in whofe behalf fhe folicitcd 
his protection. The count, prompted by eager cu« 
riofity," conceived the projcd of making, a vifit to 
the lady whom he imagined to be the mterefting 
and. beautiful Delia; The reflation of hoftilitics fa-- 
voured his intentions ; and the hopes of meeting the 
duehefs alone and without any retinue, at this houfe, 
confirmed his refolution. As foon as night came on, 
he mounted his horfe,> left the camp* without -being 
obferved, and repaired alone to the habitation to- 
which Armofiede had been banifhed. It was now 
the end of January 5 the fhow, the glazed-froft, and 
the piercing coldnefs of the air, rendered this fhort 
journey extremely painftil. 

The count at length arryed, and knocked at the 
door* Ht was made to wait a confiderable time ; 
and he heard great buftle and confufion in the houfe* 
Some one from within, however,. came to the door, 
but the count was required to give hi* name before 
it could be opened to him* Berifhing with eol4t 
and out of ail patience at this delay, he announced 
his name ; a new buftle w.as then heard in the houfe, 
and an inftant after, a perfon returned to the door* 
and. the tount was let in, Gerold haftily paffed 
> through 
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'through a veftibule into a finalland dark anticham* 
ber, at the end of which fat a young female, who 
arofe and met him -as he entered! — He had only an 
imperfeft fight of -her, but ihe appeared very charm- 
ing to him. He approached, and faluting her in the 
moft refpeftful manner, « I flatter -myfel(," laid he, 
" that the beautiful Delia will attribute the temerity 
of this vifit to gratitude only, i was dying -with impa- 
tience to .thank her in per fan for the intereft ihe 
deigns to take in my concerns."— This introdu&ory 
ipeech ftrangely furprifed Armoflede ; but, inftantry 
imagining this would turn. out an ainufing fcene, {he 
determined, without any hesitation, .to confirm Ge- % 
Told in his mrftake. She made no reply, and affirm- 
ed the attitude and deportment -of a timid, bafhful, 
•and affrighted maiden. She fhewed him on before 
her, and faid fomething in a whifper to a feryant 
who attended her* and [at the lame tnftant entered 
with Ceroid into an apartment which was well 
lighted up*' The <:ount gazed with eagernefs on the 
lady he took for Delia ; ihe did not feem fo young 
as he had been told, 1 but he was enchanted with the 
graces of her perfba. Armoflede, after having in 
lilence and with downcaft eyes undergone this exa- 
mination, began to fpeak* and in faltering accents 
begged the count to be feated on a ibpha; after 
which ihe fat down by him. Her embarrafiment 
furprifed and interested Ceroid : the more he looked 
ot^ier, the handfomer ihe feemed; his fancy had 
not reprefented Delia to him under fo animated a 
form,, he found her indeed lefs beautiful, but more 
agreeable than he had imagined. In the mean while* 
Armoflede, beginning to take courage, ventured to 
lift up her eyes, and even to fix them upon the count 
of Bavaria. He was handfome, and in the prime 
of youth ; and the looks of Armoflede exprefled in* 
genuottfly the effect he produced upon her* Gerold 
forgot to iheak of Beatrice ; the defire of making 

himfel^ 
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himfelf agreeable to Delia now engrofled aUJus. at- 
tention. He faid every thing which gallantry could 
infpire* and then took occafion to afk her in what 
part of his dominions, fbe was .born. " Siguier," 
replied Armoflede, " I am not a native of that part 
of your territories which lie upon the frontiers of the 
duchy of Cleves ; I have the happinefs to call the 
place which bears youV name my country ; I was 
born in the county of Bavaria. My parents infiftng 
upon my marrying a man I difliked, I efcaped their 
tyranny by flight, and under a borrowed name I have 
taken refuge at this court. I fhun the world, I live 
in falitude, and in this retreat I feel additional fa* 
tisfa£tion. in considering that I am here under your 
prote£tion, fince you have given orders that my afy* 
lum fhonld be refpefkecL" This anfwer, which con- 
.tainedio many tender things for the count, bxereafed 
his aftonifhment and his prepofieflion in her favour. 
« How greatly," faid he,- " is the man to.be lament- 
ed who has not been bkft with your approbation) 
and from whom you are now flying .£*-JBui why, 
charming Delia,, did you not make application to 
me ? My authority might have been ufeful to you." 
— "Toyou! great. God!" cried . Armoflede. The 
vehemence of. this exclamation, and afterwards the 
exceflive emfoarrafiment with which Armoflede was 
fetzed, feemed to Gerold a kind of explanation $ he 
fancied that he himfelf was- loved by this, young ladyj 
who, probably, upon his reputation, had given her* 
felf up to a romantic paffion, which fhe nouiifhed 
without hope, and which occasioned that apparent 
infenfibility.and the melancholy with which,, fhe was 
taxed. Gerold recolle&ed that Barmecide* after his 
interview with .Delia, had entertained .that .notion, 
and he himfelf had now. no doubt of it. The. Angu- 
larity of this paffion, and the charms : of her who 
feltaV the. virtue, the innocence- he aftribtd to her* 
•41 combined to excite the. attention, and: flatter the 

felfc 
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felf-love b£ the gallant and fickle count of Bavaria* 
He afft&ed not to have comprehended the meaning > 
of the imprudent exclamation j he was anxious to 
extort a more formal avowal, and imagining he was 
taking the advantage of unfufpe&ing innocence, be 
hadrecourfe to much: art, to fall himfelf into the 
fiiaresof vice and impofture. His fole defign was to 
fecure his triumph over an ingenuous heart, and he 
forgot it was in this manner he feduced the unfortu^ 
nate ^Aaria. He afked Armoflede fome questions, 
and. among others, how long he had been fo happy 
as to intereft her. «« From the day, faid ihe, " in 
which. I had firft the happinefs of feeing you-" 
« How," eagerly returned the count, much aftonifli- 
ed, « you have feen me then, and I was unacquainted 
with that honour ?"—«« You prefided- at a public 
■ceremony,, and I was loft in the crowd." — « Ah, 
furely I ought to have; diftinguifhed you there. — But 
—how long ago is this ?"-*-.« Two tedious year*! 1 —' 
« Permit me to afk one other queftion ; I feel fo < 
ftrQng a defire of being of fervice to you, that I may 
confider myfelf as having fome claim to your cortfi-- 
<lence."-- On faying this, he feized her hand ; that' 
hand fo remarkable for its beauty reminded him of 
Maria's. He fighed, hut it was from emotion more; 
than remorft.— " Charming Delia," continued he* 
«« you have left your home to avoid a marriage your 
parents propofed to you $ - but tell me, was your aver-- 
fion the only caufe of the violent refolution you 
have taken ?" Upon this Armoflede, cafting down 
her eyes, confeffibd {he loved another. M And. how 
long/ have, you loved, him. if K . demanded Gerald. 
« For two years*" relied Aumofledc in thevmbft 
ipiiocfiat: manner. The aniWer was fo plain and* 
Xijnple*. ttm the count was! ^ecfuaded fhe could not* 
think; fciipoffibfe he fhould imagine himfelf to be 
the h^ppj man.~He ftill > pretended to have, no fc£>. 
picion'tl fihis ; .and* after a: moment's* filence, occa- 
.[>.iA fionc' 
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fioned by a confuiion which each moment increafed, 
« I da not,'' replied he, « afk you whether you be 
beloved ; to be allured of that, it is enough to hear 
and fee you." Here Armoflede feemed unable to 
diffemble what flie felt ; fhe began to be quite agi- 
tated, fhe turned afide her head as if fhe would avoid 
the looks of Gerold; at laft fhe arofe, and with a 

. faint voice begged to be allowed to retire a moment. 
At the fame time fhe advanced a few paces, putting 
her handkerchief up to her- eyes ; the count ruflied 
towards her, and feized both her hands ; her face 
was Uncovered, and he faw it was bathed in tears. 
Armoflede, in great alarm, exclaimed, w Ah, how 
cruel you .are J" And Gerold, forgetting Beatrice 
and Maria, and all his love and remorfe, fell upon 
his knees to Armoflede, who* all in tears, and unable 
to fupport herfelf, funk gently into his arms. — At 
this inftant was diftinctly heard the pace of a horfe 
on full gallop (for the room was on the ground floor, 

, and lay towards the road), and in a moment the 
voice of Oger was recognifed ; who, before he came 
to. the door, thus gave notice of his arrival, that he 
might not wait to be let in. The found -of that 
voice was a thunder-ftroke for Armoflede; fhe knew 
that Oger had been taken prisoner, and fhe fuppofed 
him to be ftill in the enemy's camp. Full of difquie- 
tude and terrour, fhe broke from the arms of Ge- 
rold, haftily informing him, that Oger fometimes 
came to her from the duchef&; that he was, without 
doubt, now charged with fome commiffion; that 
fhe wp obliged to receive him ; that, fhould hp fee 
the count with her, he would mention it to Beatrice; 
and .ihe then intreated him to so away through the 
back-door, or elfe conceal himfelf m her chamber, 
adding; .that Oger would not* ftay long* that ihe 
would foohdifinifs himJ Gerold accepted fht latter 
propofal. At this moment a fervant entered, and 
inquired what anfwer was: to be given to the Danifh 

knight, 
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Wight, who continued knocking violently* at tfo- 
door. Armoflede ordered him to be let in 5 at the 
fame time fhe led the. count into a fmall paflage, and 
there fhowed him her chamber ;. and immediately re- 
turned back, fhutting all the doors after her. . The 
count opened the door he had been ihown* and ho 
entered the room, which was Armoflede's bed-cham- 
ber. A< tingle, taper placed on, a table lighted the 
apartment, which was "fpactous* Ceroid fat down, 
and beginning to refleft upon the wJKole of this ad- 
venture, the viiit of Oger at eight o'clock at night 
appeared extremely extraordinary. He was ac« 
.quainted with the delicacy and the ftri& principles of 
the duchefs ; he could not conceive how {he could 
have had the imprudence to fend a knight upon theft 
noc~hirnaLerrands, and thus expofe the reputation oif 
her young friend. Befides, he was much aftonifhed, 
that the modeft and timid Delia had propofed to him 
to wait in her bed-chamber till Oger was gone. While 
he was thus reflecting, he caft his eyes by chance 
upon the table near which he was fitting ; and per- 
ceiving fomethirlg brilliant lying in an open cafket, 
Jie looked, and inftantly recognifed the topaz chain 
which Gger had that fame morning received from 
him. His aftonilhment was extreme $ for this inci- 
dent left no doubt upon his mind of the intelligence 
between Oger and the pretended Delia.— -Confounded, 
and equally piqued and furprifed, the count arofc 
from his feat in great agitation, and walked with hafty 
fteps about the chamber. After a few turns, coming 
up to a window, the curtains of which were let down, 
he heard fomeoody fneeze and cough. He turned 
about, and perceived two feet under the curtain ; 
wWch the count immediately drawing afide, he dif- 
covered Sylvan, Oger's little page, whom he in- 
ftantly recollected, having feen him feverai times at 
Theobald's houfe during the late truce. This difco- 
yery appeared fo ridiculous to Gerold, that it inftantly 
Vol* II. H difpeUed 
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4ifpeHed his ill humour * he burft into a fit of laugh- 
ter, and beginning to queftion Sylvan, the latter 
bluihed and replied, that when the count came in, he 
Tan and hid himfelf here inftead of going away as he 
had been ordered. Gerold a&ed no farther ques- 
tions. « I give you notice," faid he, " that your 
mafter is now in the houfe." — At this Sylvan trem- 
bled, and was defirous of going away ; but the count 
taking hold of him, " Stop a moment," returned he * 
*' in what manner can you think of getting out with- 
out being obferved ?"— « Through a back door of 
which I have the key," anfwered die page. — « Well," 
faid Gerold, " you fhall let me out too : you may 
rely on my difcretion, but on condition that you 
yourfelf are diicreet, and it is never difcovered that 
yoii and I met together here." Sylvan promifed fe- 
crecy. Gerold then wrote the following fhort billet ; 
*< I adviie* the inn$cent and bafbful Delia to provide 
herfelf with a larger houfe $ her prefent habitation is 
much too fmall for the kind of tnffanthropy which de- 
tains her in folitude." 

This billet he fattened to the topaz chain, and then 
went out with the young page. They pafled through 
a veftibule which led to the back yard ; there Sylvan 
opened a door, and let the count and himfelf out 
upon a heath. The night was exceedingly dark : Ge- 
rold wandered twice round the houfe before he could 
find his horfe, which he had tied to a tree. Sylvan 
affifted him in this fearch ; and coming at laft to the 
tree, he untied the horfe, and led him to the count. 
The latter, when Sylvan took leave of him, aiked 
him what he intended to do, at this late hour, and * 
^without any horfe; Sylvan replied, that he Should 
wait till day-break at a cottage a little way off. The 
count, af^er having again urged him to be difcreet, 
returned to the camp as much difiatisfied with his ex- 
cursion, as furprifed to have difcovered in Delia, who 
Had been reprefented to him in fuch an interesting 

point 
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point of view, nothing but hypocrify and tKe moft 
fcandalous depravation of manners. He considered 
however, that the world might well be duped by her 
artifices, when he recolleftedhow far he himfelf had 
admired her apparent candour and innocence, and 
that {he had even appeared to him more tender- 
hearted and ingenuous than Maria herfelf. But he 
could not conceive how fiie could perfi ft in difdaining 
the fuit of Lancelot, a knight fo commendable for 
the amiablenefs of his difpofition, the brilliancy of 
his wit, and the graces of his perfon. Not being 
able to account for the motive o£ this odd averfion, 
he concluded, that women are inexplicable beings, 
and exclaimed, " O Beatrice, you alone are free from 
weaknefs and caprice \ and Maria alone is capable of 
loving !" — While difcontent and ill-humour thus 
prompted the count of Bavaria to moralife, the Da- 
nifh knight was ftill more unpleafantly fituate. He 
- had anticipated with great delight the idea of agree- 
ably furprifing Armoflede by an unexpected return* 
Sylvan had not quitted his mafter during the battle, 
and had been taken prisoner with him : the next day, 
Oger, concealing from him that he .had regained his 
liberty, had only obferved that he was permitted to, 
fend his page on a commiffion j and had difpatched 
him with the row. of topazes to Armoflede, and to 
inform her he hoped his captivity would not be of 
long duration. At the fame time he forbad Sylvan 
to go to the caftle ; and he gave him befides a fecond 
ineflage, which would have taken up the remaining 
part of the day. The young page, equally* ena- 
moured and giddy, made no fcruple of difobeying his 
mafter, or rather he forgot himfelf in Armoflede's 
company. Oger, having taken all thefe precautions, 
arrived indeed without being expe&ed ; but he could 
not have chofen a moment in which his vifit was more 
unwelcome and difagreeable. Armoflede, refolving 
at all events to get rid of him, had recourfe to an ex- 

H a pcdient 
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pedfcnt, common T now-a-d^ r but really fubfcW for 
thofe rude 'times ; fee aff&died a violent attack of the 
nerves : fee fell into f«ch irrong and well-varied cbn- 
vulfions, that the greateft adept in this Way, of the 
prefent age, could not afft a more natural or alarming 
fcene. The good Danifh knight, who had never feen 
any thing of the kittd oefore, was overwhelmed with 
concern and difquietude, and began to call the -fer- 
vants. The diforder was new; phyfic had not yet 
difcovered a remedy for it 5 and in thofe unenlight- 
ened days the efience of orange flowers was nothing 
more than, a perfume, and linden-tree water was un- 
known !— In the fpace of half an hour, Armdflede 
was in a condition to declare to Oger, that fee wifhed 
to go to bed 5 that repofe.arid fleep only could recover 
her. He was defirotis to fit up with her ; but fee af- 
fured him, that if he remained in the houfe, her 
emotion would be fuch as would not allow her to 
fleep: to this fee added many paflionate expreffions; 
find as fee had ftill writhings and Jlartings at com- 
mand, Oger no longer iniifted upon fraying ; and full 
of attention, love, and regret, he returned to the 
.caftle, and ^determined never again to furprifr and 
-alarm a woman of fuch : extreme fenfibility. He ar- 
rived at the caftle at ten in the evening. . As he came 
into the court which led to his apartment, he called 
his fquire, who inftahtly appeared with a light. 
Ifambard, who lodged by him, was "this moment 
going acrofs the court j lie came up to Oger in order 
to rally him upon this ho&urnal expedition. Oger 
alighted from* his fteed y and his fquire, looking at 
the animal, cried out, « What, feignior, you have 
trucked your horfe." Upon this Oger looked, and 
faw another horfe with trappings quite different from 
his own. He remained motionlefs with aftoriifement ; 
and the fquire continued, " The truck is good, the 
fteed is the handfomer of the two, and the faddle in- 
finitely more valuable* than yours; it has the colours 

and 
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athf cjrpher of the count of Bavaria % and I know his 
horfe again, having feeri the prince feveral times 
mounted upon him*" Oger too recognHed him, and 
continued bewildering himfelf in the reflfcftions, to 
which this ftrange irietamorphqfis had given birth • 
Ifambard had a glimpfe of the real truth, and, beinsf 
inclined to examine into this myftery, took Oget* by 
the arm, and led him into his own apartment. ' Oger, 
naturally o£ a communicative difpbfition, replie<l 
without evaffon to all Ifambard's queftions, and the 
latter had no doubt, but that Armoflede had found 
means, to form, an intrigue* with the count of Bavaria^ 
He did not ctiffemfoie his opinion to the DanMh 
knight, who ftiU continued : to take the lady's part, 
allowing, however, that fhe was defective in princi- 
ple, but maintaining,, at the fame time, that (he was 
incapable of perfidy. " Believe me, my dear Oger,-' 
jeplied Ifambard, "that a woman will deceive and 
betray without fcruple,: when fhe goes affray witho'ut- 
remorfe*? 



CHAPTER XV. 
A F4I.N RESOLUTION. 



On brave un tems I amour, mais eafin il fe venjre. 

, DESTOUCIIE5,' 

Serment d*aimer toujours, ou de n'aim'cr jamais, 

Me. par.oit.un peu tcmeraire 

. . • - Voltaire. 

THE flight impreflion, which the.remonftrafrces of 
Ifombard had hiade upon the mind of Oger, was 
tjukrkly effaced by the converfation. and falsehood o*£ 
the artful Armoflede. -> On the departure df Oger fhe 
had found the count of Bavaria's billet in her cham- 
. • . . bf 
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ben At firft her anger was equal to her confufion $ 
but afterwards, when fhe began to reflect, that Gerold 
had taken her for Delia, her atrocious mind felt con- 
folation at the idea of an adventure, which difhonour- 
cd a young and innocent perfon, whom fhe invete- 
rately hated. 

In the mean whjle Oliver, more agitated than 
ever, was unable to chafe away the reflections, which 
the remembrance of all he felt, on receiving' from 
the duchefs the prize of valour, excited m his mind. 
He ftill flattered himfelf, that in Beatrice he only 
adored the im^ge of Celanira, and he continued to 
confider this new paffion as nothing elfe than a proof 
of eternal cqnftancy. But he could not deceive him- 
felf refpec"ting the fentiments of Beatrice, and, being 
aflured of her affection, he fhuddered at thinking he 
was the rival of Ifambard. This diftreffing idea 
awoke new remorfe in his foul, and prompted him to 
make a refolution to fhun with more than ufiial care, 
not only all private interviews with Beatrice, but 
every thing which might promote any intercourfe 
at all with her. But, on this -very <Jay, as he was 
going along a gallery of the palace, he met her 
alone ; fhe was returning from the apartment of 
Theudon, whom fhe often went to fee fince he had 
been confined to his-bed by a dangerous wound (30). 
Oliver, on perceiving the duchefs, was going to re- 
tire 5 fhe called to him, and, quickening her pace in 
order to overtake him, " I am happy to meet you," 
faid fhe, S€ as I want to obtain your cbnfent to fome- 
thing which I have much at heart." Oliver, fur- 
prifed at this, requefted to hear her commands. " I 
have remarked," replied fhe, " how fond you are of 
Zemrri, and how ftrongly he is attached, to you 5 I 
confefs I have more than once afked him fome ques- 
tions ; he has related his ftory to me, and from th3t 
moment I have felt great intereft for a youth who 
owes his exiftence to the valour and generofity of Oli- 
ver. — 
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1W.~f am informed, that, in the late viftory gained 
over our enemies, he difplayed the moft brilliant cou* 
rage; I wifh to confer upon him (he honour of 
knighthood y does this obtain your confent ?" Oliver, 
much affefted, only fighed and bowed. « Well," 
faid the duehefs, «« the ceflation of arms will expire 
in five days ; let Zemni know, that the day after to- 
morrow he (hall be received into, the order of chi- 
valry." On faying this, Beatrice, without waiting 
for his anfwer, left the Knight of the Swan, and re- 
turned to her apartment* Oliver went eagerly in 
queft of Zemni, to inform him of the kindhefe of the 
princefs. Zemni, being quite tranfported with de- 
light, in the eftufions of his gratitude entered into 
the moft touching eulogium of the duchefs's goodnefs. 
He mentioned many interefting traits of it j it war 
the firft time he had indulged the pleafureof praifing 
her to his matter $ for Ae ftriking« refehiblance of 
Beatrice to Celanira had always* prevented him from 
fpeaking of her. Oliver iiftened with (6 much fatis- 
fa&ion to his difcourfe, that itengrofled all his atten- 
tion till fupper-time, and' during the reft ofnhe" 
evening, he appeared abundantly more thoughtful and 
abfent riH&rufoal.- 

After {upper, Lancelot, leading Oliver into a clofet 
near the falooft, requefted him to take charge of a 
fetter to Delia \ for, of all the knight* affembled at 
the caftle, Oliver appeared' to* poffefs the greateft 
ihareof Delia's friendfhip ; lefs bafhful with him than- 
wlth the reft,, {he fre^utntly fat next him at table, 
and {he admitted him often as a third perfon in the 
walks {he took every morning with Amalberga. Oli- 
ver being lefs infociable to the friend of Beatrice, 
found a ftcret gratification in her fociety ; ndoreover, 
the referve and deep melancholy oF that young lady 
infpired Jiim with tendernefs and concern. Lancelot 
believed himfelf loved by Delia; but* as- flie always 
{banned him, and as he never could attain to fpeak to 
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her alone, lie entreated Oliver to deliver a letter from 
him, which he had been juft writing to her. The 
two knights .agreed, that Oliver on the morrow 
jQbould, inftead of waiting for Delia in the garden* 
repair to her apartment ah hour before the walk ; that 
he fhould then deliver Lancelot's letter, and fpeakto 
her in his behalf. On the next day Oliver, at ten 
•o'clock, went to Delia's apartment for the firft time ; 
for, notwithftanding the kind of intimacy which was 
-cftablifhed between them, as fhe did not receive vifits, 
he had never been at her rooms. Coming to the 
door, and feeing no key m it, he was going to* knock v 
hot the door, which was not faftened, opened*the 
moment he put his hand to it : he then entered foftly* 
Hot finding any body either in the antichamber or the 
drawing-room, he concluded, that Delia was already 
gone out : catting his eyes, however, towards a elo* 
fet, the door of which lay open, he entered it ; but 
fcarcely had he put his foot within this elofet, than 
he gave a loud cry, and ftaggefed again ft the warn- 
fcot, where he remained mottoniefs, ami almoft en- 
tirely deprived of the ufe of his fenfes* The fur* 
prifing fight he beheld was indeed fufEdetft to pro* 
duce fuch an eflett upon him ! — Of this the reader 
will judge in the next chapter, which contains, the 
detail of this ftrange vifion. 



CHAPTER XVI. 
DANGEROUS. ILLUSION. 

Manca il parlar 5 di vivo altro non chiedi, 
Ne manca quefta ancor, fe agli occhi credi. 

Tasso. 

LET the reader imagine* if it be poflible, what 
Oliver muft have felt) when, inftead of her he was 

looking 
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Ioojdng; for, JieVthought he beheld, not indeed tHe 
.duchefe of.Cieves,, but Celanira herfelf, juft in the' ', 
manner fhe appeared to biqitbe 6rft time he faw her , 
liX the princefs.Emma'S aparti&enr, and drefled<in the 
; fa{hioa of her own country. .As he entered this clo- 
fet he, beheld t&e image !o£ Celanira in) the fame atti- 
.tad$, ftanding ; up,,; with faer* back turned , towards 
him; he> •? ecpgnifecUver s ihape, her head-drefs* her 
long treffes of , light hair, her .clothes of the fame, 
form and. the feme colour &.. ih: a word, he found her 
in every refpeft ft) resembling, that, in the firft mo- 
ment of inexpreflible .ftrprife* the idea Of Beatrice 
•never price entered into his imagination.- At the cry 
he uttered/ fhe turned. about, grew pale^ and, being 
. ftruck with aftonifliment almaft ; equal to his own, file 
fupported herfelf againft a .table, and looked fted- 
faftly at him without faying a word* — Oliver feeing 
her face, and obferving the palencfs of itj and the 
colour of her, hair, .ft ill imagined Celanira was before 
him. He contemplated her with diftra&ed looks; 
but at length the duchefs breaking faience,.** Oliver," '* 
;laid fhe,. * c chance has difcovered a myftery to you j 
of which.you yourfelf were the bbjecl:.«*-I know how 
much yon have regretted not having the pifture of 
her you loved; I wanted to furnifh you with it. I 
was anxious, that the refemblance, wiiichrrenders my 
fight fo painful to you, might at leaft for once pro- 
cure you fome con fola.tio». During the laft fortnight 
I have come here every morning (having communi- 
cated my intentions to Delia. only), to drefs myfelf in 
thefe borrowed -locks, and in this garb. My own 
-perfon has fervedme for <a model; but, embeilifhed 
Ay art, this portrait, which I have juft completed, 
will remind" you of nothing more of Beatrice than, 
her tender friend (hip, while it prefents to your eyes 
-the loved features of Celanira." Thus fpeaking, the 
duchefs prefented the pifture to the Knight of the 
.Swan* ©liy*r$ jafldifinayedj feJLathef feet, crying 
H 3 or' 
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out, « Ah f let mc proftrate myfdf before her tree 
image." Beatrice could only anfwer with tears, Olr- 
ver feized her two hands, and, preffiag them againft 
his heart, "Yes," continued he, « it is fhe, I fee 
her again ! — That look is hers I — her foul appears in 
thofe eyes !— O, thou dear objeft of all my adoration, 
tell me, if "by a new prodigy thou art come to make 
amends for my long fufFerings.— What, • wilt thou fly 
jne ? art thou already going to difappear ? No ! no, 
I will follow thee into the darknefs of the grave ; 
death, which has feparated us, ought at leaft to re- 
unite us. w At thefe words the duchefs, in great ter- 
ror breaking from his arms, « My dear Oliver,'* faid 
file, ' recognife the fad Beatrice, awake from this 
frightful error, put an end to a fatal and tod dear il- 
lufion."— -«« Well then," interrupted the unhappy 
Oliver, « relieve me from the load of life.' —On fay- 
ing this, he threw himfelf upon a fofa which was near 
him, and, covering his face with his Lands, he gave 
free fcope to his tears. Beatrice, pale and ihivering 
with terrftr, remained ftanding by him without ven- 
turing to open her lips.—" Ah ! madam/' returned 
Oliver with a voice interrupted by fobs, " what have 
you been doing ? — It is not a remembrance only 
which you have been reftoring me— You have taken 
her from the tomb, ydu have given her back to me. 
—I faw Celanira's eyes fix themfelves upon mine— I 
felt ber warrn tears fall upon my face I— It was her 
trembling hand which I preffed to my bofom ! — You 
have taken barbarous fport in re-kindling in this fad 
heart all the tranfports of love I — O, cruel Beatrice, 
you have only reanimated my exiftence in order to re- 
store all the anguifh of my former regret P " O hea- 
vens," interrupted the duchefs, fhedding a flood of 
tears, " what killing reproaches are thefe ! — But muft 
I endeavour to juftify myfelf ? — Oliver I can it be pot- 
Able, Oliver, that you have not yet read my heart i n 
— Tlys queftion made Oliver ftart^ he joined his 

hands 
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hands together, and, turning towards the duchefs in 
a fupplicatiog attitude, and with the moft ingenuous 
expreffion of grief and tendernefs, « O deign/ 9 faid 
he, - « to bewail a lamentable error ; it is at your feet 
that Imuft implore forgrvenefs.— But can I again find 
xnyfelf there, without relapfing into this guilty deli- 
rium ?" — « Is it Oliver,** replied Beatrice, « who 
calls upon me to bewail him ? Can he be igndrant of 
the excefs of the dangerous companion with which. he 
has been able to infpire me ? And when his pains and 
forrows have pafled into my own foul, when I par- 
take of all he feels, can he ftUl feign to mifunderftand 
my fentiments ?" At thefe words, Oliver, quite be- 
fide himfelf raifed his looks to Beatrice, on whom he 
had not yet dared to fix them fince he had fitten 
down. « Great God," cried be, "is this ftUl an il- 
lufion !" — « No," replied theduchefs j « this heart, 
which has hitherto been fo infenfible, is wholly 
yours : may I hope, Oliver, that the tendernefs and 
the hand of Beatrice might at laft adminifter confola- 
tion to you ?" On uttering thefe words, fhe held out 
her hand. Oliver trembled, jind the duchefs obferved 
with terror his brow begin to' darken, his countenance 
alter, and affiime the looks of defpair. He took hold 
of her hand, and clofely preffing it between his own,- 
he kept filence a moment $ then looking at the 
duchefs with a gloomy and difaftrous countenance, - 
" This hand," faid he, <* this pure and beneficent 
hand cannot be united to that of a murderer. Cela- 
nira was my wife, her virtue was equal to her charms ; 
I was her aflaffin, it was I who killed her."— At this 
terrible declaration the unfortunate duchefs, who was 
feated on the fofa, let fall her head upon Oliver's 
ihoulder ; a thick cloud fpread over her eyes, which 
were all bathed in tears $ and, no longer feeing or 
hearing the unhappy knight, a deep fwoon fufpended 
for a while the forrow which had torn her heart. 
Oliver, on Seeing Beatrice lying on his bofom, felt a 

fenfation 
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fenfation which h not to be defer toed ; « Now," Aid 
he, " ihe kaaws my crime, {he will feel nothing but 
horror on finding herfelf in my* arms.— I hava 
deftroyed her tendernefs, and loft her eftcem f — Cc- 
lanira ! Ifambard I -O eternal and (acred remem- 
brances, fuftaki my refolution."— Oft uttering thefe 
forrowf**! complaints, Oliver had gently laid the 
duchefs upon one of the cufiiidns of the fafa; fhe 
quickly recovered her fenfes ; the firft word ihe pro- 
nounced was the name of Oliver, and her firft look 
-fufficiently indicated that her heart ftlll remained un- 
changed. «* Unfortunate Oliver," cried (he, € « the 
Sentiments of Beatrice (hall jiiftify your generous con- 
fidence**— Ah, never let us fpeak of this heart-rend- 
ing arid terrible fecret. — I am certain forne fatal error 
-was both the caufe andexcufeof that dreadful event, 
and the extefc of your gr-faf tends but to mcreafe my 
attachment." Thefe tender words excited the warmeft 
fenfeof gratitude in the »breaft of Oliver. But, to*> 
deeply fcffe&ed to make reply, he lifted his ^yes to 
heaven in a manner fo pathetic, that no words could 
hetter> exprefs what he felt. The duchefs made a 
fign to him to fit down by her : « It is fete," faid (he, 
« we muft quickly feparate ; and before I leave you, 
Oliver, I wifl lay open myfoui fo you. My charac- 
ter has always been ill understood ; delicacy, and not 
pride, has hitherto preferred me from love. In re- 
jecting the vows of fo^many princes, I dt&atned only 
the pretentions of ambition and vanity ; I wanted a 
heart that was refponfive to my own ; I have thought, 
that fuch a heart indeed exifted, and the consider ac- 
tion, that in all probability I fhould never meet with 
it, has often difturbed the quiet of my mihd. Per- 
haps, too, faid I to myfelf, this objeft, capable of 
5 feeling an attachment like that of which I have 
• formed an idea, is likewife vainly feeking for a heart 
refembling his own, 6r perchance is engaged by other 
lies -, perhaps the difference of our conditions in life, 

th* 
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Che widfe dt&n£Ho»$. pf .rank, ..wiJUfor oyer keep vs 
afimder and unknown to ea^h other. ; Thisidea com-* 
pletcly convinced . me how abiqrd the . prejudices of 
birth are ; and fentiment now confirmed the opinion, 
which reafon had before fuggefted. Such was my 
fituarion when Oger the Dane arrived here j he fpoke f 
to me of you, and from that infract my heart, which j 
had been long in queftof fuch a*i object, divined you j 
to be the lover I fought, and expedited you. The ' 
powerful effefi of companion, the brilliancy of your 
reputation, the force of fympathy, the conformity ©f 
taftes and opinions, all have concurred to promote 
my attachment to you. I have thought you might ' 
have- learned to love one, who recalled to your mind 
the dear object of yqur regret !<r- But I am now too 
well convinced, that you can no longer love, and that ' 
I mult for ever give up all hopes of confoling you. I 
fhall be able to triumph over a paffion which you can- 
not IBare ; at leaft, it will for ever fecure me from 
being the ilave to another. However, I am in want 
-of a friend and protector. — Oliver — can you refufe, ^ 
upon fuch conditions, to remain with me ?" — «• Ah !" 
replied Oliver, " could I be capable of forming a-de-. 
fign of leaving you, as long as my fervices and ,n>y 
fword could be ufeful to. you !"«— " They will ever be 
fo," returned Beatrice. " Confider my ntuarion, . 
consider my youth; fhould a glorious peace put an 
end to this unjuft war, I (hall find myfelf alone, and 
furrounded by ambitious neighbours niore irritated 
than ever againft me ; they will be defirous of aven- 
ging themfelves of my triumph and refufal, war will 
be kindled afrefh, and I fhall be the victim of it. 
But, with the fupport of Oliver alone, I fliall have 
nothing to apprehend, and of that fupport I can only 
allure myfelf by making him reign over the domi- 
nions, which are fubjecl: to my fway. Could I make 
him my fovereign, or adopt him for a brother, I 
fhould not perfift in offering him' my hand * but con- 
fider 
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fider, Oliver, that with regard to the united interefb 
of my reputation, my glory, and my fafety, I have 
no other means of living with you as your fifter. It 
is only at the foot of the altar that I can declare you 
the proteftor of this ftate, and my own." — At thefe 
words Oliver fell at the feat of Beatrice. «« Sub- 
lime and generous woman," cried he 5 cc what are 
you propofing ? — No— the unfortunate, the guilty 
Oliver can never be honoured with the auguft name of 
your hufband ! — Ah ! would you indeed become 
my fifter !— -Ifambard, the moft virtuous, the moft 
amiable of men, dares to adore you in fecret, and 
he is my brother." — " No more," interrupted the 
ducheis arifing from her feat, « let us forget this fad 
interview, be affured I fhall never recall the remem- 
brance of it to vow; but I likewife expeft, that you 
will never mention to me the name of Ifambard.'* 
On finiihing thefe words, the duchefs, without look- 
ing at Oliver, moved to the other fide of the cabinet, 
and opening the door, difappeared in an inftant. 
Oliver continued in the greateft diftrefs and confter- 
natfon imaginable ; he furveyed with a ftupified air 
the place which Beatrice had juft quitted, and he 
could not tear himfelf from the fatal clofet. -At laft, 
roufing up all his refolution, he advanced fome fteps 
towards the door ; he fuddenly flopped on the recol- 
lection of the pi&ure which was left upon the table ; 
he then feized it with a fluttering heart, and haftily 
went out of the chamber. 



CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
THE DREAM. 

; - Think me not loft : for thee \ heaven implore ! - 
Thy guardian angel, though a wife no more. 

Savage. 

Mira. come (on hella o come lieu 
, . Fedel mio caro, e in me il tuo duolo acqueta. 

Tasso. 

OLIVER, unable to appear in public, pafled the 
whole day in his chamber. Ifambard and Roger were 
abfent on a commiffion with which the duchefs had 
charged them; they were gone to meet the beautiful 
Axiana, countefs of Carcafione, the celebrated widow 
of Balahac, who was expected on the following day. 
This princefs, after the death of Balahac, had taken 
the command of his army, gained feveral battles, and 
made a glorious peace with the generals of Charle- 4 
magne (3O. Having heard of the fituation of the*: 
duchefs of Qeves, (he flew to her fliccour, notwith- 
ftanding the diftance between their dominions, arid 
was coming to range herfelf in the lift of her de- 
fenders. 

The abfence of Ifambard gave the unhappy Oliver 
full opportunity of indulging his grief, and giving 
way to melancholy reflections. A thoufand violent 
and contrary fenfations took place in his mind, when 
he ventured to contemplate the picture he had re- 
ceived from Beatrice. It was indeed the moft ftriking 
likenefs of Celanira. The duchefs, in pourtraying 
her perfon, had been chiefly folicitotw to catch the 
expref&on of it. The queftions, (he had fo fre- 
quently afked respecting her Unfortunate rival, had 
enabled her to make every alteration neceflary to ren- 
der the likenefs perfectly exact. Oliver, in examin- ' 

irig 
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ing the portrait, equally retraced the perlbn of Cela- 
riira and Beatrice ; that ravilhing face recalled to his 
mind at the fame' mcfexeift ttifc fbitn and the fenti- 
ments of the one and the other. If he thought on 
the virtues of. Celanka^he\couH only compare them 
with thofe of Beatrice : if he thought of the love of 
the former, and of the tender fitorifices die had made 
for him, the thought naturally reminded him of Bea- 
trice. He faw, he heard that charming princefs make 
avowal of the pureft andmoft tender paffibtffor him, 
and, in fpite. of the -prejudices of pride arid birth, 
offer him, with equal delicacy and generofity, that 
hand which fo many princes folicited,: and whiah^he 
had refufed to one of the greateft kings of Europe. 
In a. word, he could not look at the portrait without 
k confidering it the wprfc, of the ingenious, tendernefs of 
the duchefs ; thus from this inftant, in ; a : more parti- 
cular, manner, were Celanjra and Beatrice fp united in 
his imagination, that it was no longer poffible to fe- 
parate them, and they both formed but one idea 
there. Notwithftanding the violent conflicts which 
tore his heart, and the forrow that oppreffed him on 
reflecting on the feverity of Beatrice's late farewell, 
'Oliver felt great comfort in the consideration of 
having done his duty, and that in this; dangerous in- 
terview he had neither betrayed friend fhip, nor the 
fidelity he owed to the memory of his unhappy wife* 
In the evening he admitted Zemni into his chamber* 
.and this was only to converfe with. him about the 
duchefs ; from him he learnt, that (he had complain- 
ed of a violent head-ach, and that. flifc was really 
much caft down and changed. This account gave 
Oliver fp much pain, that. he difmifled Zemnj, under 
the apprehenfion of being unable to . difleintye hfe 
feelings upon the occafion. When he was alone his 
tears began to flow afreQi until the hour in which be 
was accuftomed to retire to reft. On lying iownto 
jeyofe, aud going to pafs the night without IfaafrnrA 

h« 
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lie was.aftonlfhed not to findhimfelf ferzed with thofe 
dreadful terrors which were ufed to lay hold of him 
on the approach of the punifhment to which he was 
condemned. He lamented his deftiny rsore than 
ever, but the facrifice he had been making calmed the 
fecret reproaches of his confcience, and he experi- 
enced that remorfe alone inflifted infupportable ter- 
ror. Scarcely was he in bed, but it feemed as if an 
invifible and beneficent hand poured a falutary balm: 
into the deep wounds of his heart ; the calm oi his 
mind called forth new fenfations •, his foul, difengaged 
for a fhort interval from all human paffions, foared 
to heaven ; Religion brought her confolations, and 
difplayed her fublime hopes to his mind ; his ideas 
infenfibly became more vague, he then fell into a 
pleafing reverie, his heavy eye-lids clofed, and he was 
fbon in the arms of deep. For the*firft time fince 
his misfortunes, his (lumbers were now attended by 
happy dreams. He fancied himfelf tranfported into 
a beautiful garden at the moment in which Aurora 
flied her earlieft beams of light. 'He was at the foot 
of a fervice-tree, upon the branches of which were 
hung the trefies and golden chain of Celanira, and 
the pearl necklace he had received from Beatrice. 
As he Was contemplating with emotion thefe offer- 
ings of love, the founds of celeftial mufk iinote his 
ear and engaged his attention. He lifted his eyes to- . 
wards heaven, and perceived a luminous cloud, which 
feemed to approach him, and which left a trace. of 
light as it pafled along ; this cloud hovering over the 
fervice-tree flopped, and opening itfelf, discovered a 
divine form,, which reprefented at the fame moment 
to Oliver's imagination the adored image of Celanira 
and Beatrice. A melodious voice uttered thefe 
words: Eternal juftice is fatisfied, thy repentance and 
confiancy have expiated our faults. Scarcely were thefe 
confoiatory words pronounced, than Oliver faw Ifam- 
bard and Beatrice near him, dfeffed in deep mourn- 
ing, 
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ing, and proftrating thcmfelvcs at the foot of ther (tf* 
vice-tree. Oliver caft his eyes upon the cloud ; he 
perceived Celanira, who ftretched out her arms to- 
wards him ; he ftrove to rufh to her embrace, but at 
this inftant he awoke. How great was his furprife 
and his joy on not perceiving about him any of the 
veftiges of the horrible apparition which had hitherto 
haunted him, and on difcovering the firft beams of 
day. " She fuffers no longer," cried be with trans- 
port ; and on uttering thefe words hefprung from hit 
bed, and proftrated himfelf on the floor* 



CHAPTER XVflk 
A M E RO I N Er 

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ Vol die ofcurat vorefti 
Con maligneragioni 
I<a gloria fcmminil, ditemi vol, 
Se nan virtu piu fublime i noftrieroi. 

MlTAiTAfllO. 

ON this day, fb memorable tfc Oliver, was Zemin 
' invefted with the honour of knighthood *. The ce- 
remony began at noon, and took place in the chapel 
of the caftle. Wheir aH the company were aflembled, 
and the duchefs had feated herfelf under a magnifi- 
. cent canopy befide the altar, Oliver appeared leading 
• Zemni by the hand, who was clothed in white. The 
fponfor and the novice equally arffecled, but from dif- 
ferent motives, approached the altar,- and fell upon 

* !t was requifite to be turned of tywnty-one, to be -received into 
the order of knighthood ; but the fovereign had always a power of 
difpenfing with the age of candidates, and often made ttfc of that pre* 
rogative: 

their 
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their knees ? the violent emotion of Oliver Ml in- 
ereafed when* he found himfelf befide Beatrice at the 
foot of this altar — he thought'that had he accepted 
her hand, in fuch an attitude fhould he have received 
her, an ftich- a fpot, and in fuch a place— Zemni, 
after having taken his oath, arofe ; the ladies; and the 
duchefs advanced forwards- 5 the youthful Syivia, the 
amiable daughter of Theobald, approaching Zemni 
in a gentle and bafliful manner, fattened on the gilt 
fpurs : they both biuihed, and Sylvia, without ven- 
turing to life up her eyes, haftened to withdraw and 
place herfelf behind the duchefs. The otiyer ladies 
prefehted Zemni with the hauberk> the breaft-platei 
and the gauntlets. Then Oliver led the novice under 
the princefs's canopy. Zemni knelt down ; the prin* 
cefs took from the hand of one of her efquires a 
magnificent fword : In the name of God, faid fee, / 
create you a* knight 5 be brave, hardy, and loyal *. 
On pronouncing this facred injunction fee girt him 
with the fword". v The knights now formed a circle, 
around Zemni, and preferited him with his helmet, 
his fhfeld* and his lance. The new knight received 
the embrace, of all the warriors, of whom he was 
now become the equal, and the aflembiy then left the 
chapel. Zemni was conduced to a fpacious court 
filled with foldiers. This multitude had been wait- 
ing with great impatience for the arrival of the new 
knight, who was now mounted upon his horfe, and ' 
who, according to ancient cufiom, left the place of 
his reception attended by the people and a band of 
mufic, and feowed himfelf in public f. Barmecide* 
who was fent from the camp to propofe an exchange 
of prifoners, had been prefent at the ceremony ; the 
duchefs invited him to fpcnd the reft of the day at the 

* This was the ufoal formulary. 

t All thefc particulars of the ceremoay arc taken from the Mem. 
•f Ancieat Chivalry, by Mr. de St. Falaye, -Vol. I. 

caftle. 
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caftle, in order to meet the famous countefs of Car-- 
cafione, who was expected there in the evening. Bar- 
mecide informed Oliver, that a ftrange knight had ar- 
rived at the camp, that 'he had appeared in the drefs 
and mantle of a knighkt-errant * 5 and that his fer- 
vices had been accepted. ". But judge of my fur-' 
prife and indignation," added Barmecide, . «* .when 
coming hither this morning, and feeing this knight at 
a diftance', I quickly recognifed the ferocious Rot- 
bold, and Tryphon his worthlefs fquire.. But thefe 
two monfters fliall not long remain among us j I ihall 
inform Gerold of their hiftory." " No," returned 
Oliver, « it" will be better to; vanquifh them, than to 
Wve them difmiffed ; let them continue in the army j 
heaven, without doubt, has conducted them hither to 
receive the juft punifhment due ,to th«ir crimes." 
While Oliver was thus fpeaking,, Theobald came to 
inform him, that Beatrice had fent him to jnoe* the 
louxitefs, as a . courier hfad juft^arrive^, banging inr 
formation, that fhe w^uld- arrive in twe* bpurar The 
old , man. invited, the Knight of the Sw^njto ^pcomr 
pany him. ;Pli ver confpnted * "and pr$erjn.g jt&fc fine- 
courfer he Had received from B$at£ice r to be.brpughr* 
he mounted, and fet off with Xheobald, accompanied 
only^by twoTquires. He converged with the old man 
.on indifferjent' .fubje&s ; when, .perceiving, him to 
liften with inattention, and to. have -his eyes fixed 
upon the houfingof Jiis fteed, « Youva^e adn>jring, w 
*<aid:he, ** the magnificence of this trapping; it is a 
gift of the princefc." — « >Pray,'> interrupted Theo- 
bald with emotion, f* lift up the fringe >which half 
conceals thoft pearls." — Oliver, obeyed, obferving, 
that, he mi*ft certainly knowtfie pear Is., tvhic.hr Beatrice 
fcerfelf rfead, worn. y , h, thi* poffible ?" crteUhc old 

f * The knight-errants wore greeja garments,, topatffe (fey*; Mr. de 
S\ jft. Pelage) green is- the {ytoJk>1 of; jiope. 'Thefe fcftigfrts trailed in 
order to form themfelyes, ,aod in^queft of adventprftf J jjbere. roece 
jnauy knights of this kind during the early ages of chivalry. 

man, 
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than, '<« it Is Beatrice's necklace JO happy Oliver !*' 
— He flopped, ami hisfeyes rah <?er with tears. Oli- 
ver, equally uneafy and fufprifed, and eager to find 
out the myftery which the aftonifhment and tender-' 
nefs of Theobald announced, began tcrqueftion him 
with the more earncfl nefs,' as the fquires were pacing; 
gently behind, andloofar off to hear them- Here* ? 
xnained fome minutes without making any anfwer ;; at 
laft, heaving a deep figby w Ah, Seignior," faid he/ 
** I am far from dilapproving the 'choice of Beatrice, ' 
Having known that princefs' from her infancy, I had 
even began to fufpeft her fentiments 5 but mine has 
been' the glory of forming, that noble and fenfible 
heart, and of developing thofe virtues, and that fa- 
.perior reafon, which diftinguifh her from all perfoirs 
of her rank *• ' Her confidence was due to me: it 
was the only valuable recompence fhe could make me 
for all my cares. How ought I to be affli&ed on dis- 
covering, that flie has concealed from me the moft 
important fecret of her life !" « (Xheavens !" faid 
Oliver, " where -are your thoughts leading you ; and 
how can this pearl necklace create fuch a miftake,?" 
« What, Seignior," replied Theobald, « did the 
duchefsj when fhe made the prefent, forget to relate 
its hiftory ; or rather do you imagine, that I am ig- 
norant of it, or that fo ftriking an incident fhould 
have elcaped my memory ? No, Seignior, I know, 
that the late duke of Cleves received this necklace in 
his early days from the hands of a wife he adored $ 
that princefs had presented it, before her marriage, 
as a pledge of her love, and made him promife to keep 

* The reader muft recoiled, that we are talking of a princefs of 
the ninth century. It is well known, that the princes and princeflet 
of our own day are free from prejudices, fee every thing with then; 
own eyes, allow themfelves to be governed by reafon only, and know 
and fulfil the dutits of juftice, gratitude, and friendfhip ; but in the 
remote ages, of which I am Sketching the hiftory, they were not fo 
advanced. An enlightened, tender, and vigorous-minded princefs, 
was then a kind of phenomenon. < 

it 
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|t as long as he lived. The duke on Kis death-bed ^*N> 
Signed it to his daughter, and required the moil fi> 
kmn vow, that ihe would year it to the end of her 
exigence, or give it only to him whom ihe Should 
choofe for a huiband. Beatrice fell upon her knees, 
and, all bathed in tears, vowed by ajl that was moft 
facred, faithfully . to execute the laft wifh of a dying 
father. I alone was witnefs to this afFe&ing Scene, of 
which it is imppSfible I fhould ever lofe the remem- 
brance." The reader will eaSily imagine what impref- 
fion this explanation made upon the mind of Oliver. 
He vainly endeavoured to Show, that the duchefs en- 
tertained no fentiments refpe&ing him, but what ihe 
considered due to her defenders in general. The old 
man, though he believed that the marriage, which 
for political reafons was only deferred for a while, had 
not yet taken place, yet remained fully convinced, 
that Beatrice had promifed him her hand, and that 
Oliver would certainly be her hufband. While they 
were thus conversing, Oliver perceived a numerous 
and brilliant company advancing to them : he fooa 
distinguished Ifambard and Roger, and that this was 
the countefs of Carcaflbne and her efcort. As they 
drew nearer, Oliver, obferving two women, of equal 
beauty at the head of the troop, was at iirft at fome 
lofs to diftinguiSh which was Axiana ; remarking! 
however, that one of them was dreffed as an Ama- 
zon, he imagined that war-like garb denoted the 
countefs *, and he was not deceived in his conjecture. 
After the firft Salutations were over, Oliver begged 
Ifambard to loiter a little behind the retinue, in or- 
der to fpeak with him in private. When the com- 
pany had advanced two hundred paces, Oliver, taking 
his friend by the hand, and looking at him with eyes 
running over with tears, " O my brother," faid he, 
" thou faithful companion of thofe terrible nights, 
the, horror of which thy generous friendship has Sb 
often contributed to mitigate, know, tha? I am at 

length 
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length delivered from that frightful apparition/ 9 — At . 
thefe words the grateful tears of joy bathed v th« 
cheeks of Ifambard. He prefled Oliver's hand, and 
was unable to make reply. After a paufe of a few 
minutes, he began to aik a thoufand questions upon 
this happy event, and the two friends agreed to pais 
the following night together 5 for Iiambard was 
anxious to enjoy the fatisfaftion of feeing his friend 
delivered from his terrors, and fieeping in peace. 
They now pufhed forwards and rejoined the countefs, 
who, during the reft of the road, appeared to be 
wholly taken up wjth the Knights of the Swan. This 
celebrated Amazon, who had difplayed in various^ 
combats all the ability and valour of a great general, 
pofleffed likewife all the virtues and qualities which 
•do honour to both fexes. The purity of her conduct, 
the fweetnefs of her difpofition, and the modefty of 
her deportment, gave real value to her fplendid ac- 
tions. The lady who accompanied her, who was 
drefled in black, and kept her eyes upon the ground, 
remained filent ; but fhe was remarkable for her foft 
and majeftic beauty, and the. deep melancholy with 
which fhe was oppreffed. The efcort did not arrive 
at the caftle before night. Axiana alighted from her 
horfe at the firft draw-bridge ; fhe took her compa- 
nion by the hand, and gave the other arm to . Ifam- 
bard. In this manner fhe paflfed through two courts, 
and met Beatrice in the third. Thefe two princefles, 
worthy of appreciating each other's merit, embraced 
with fincereft fentiments of efteem and admiration, 
Axiana prefenf ed her companion to the duchefs with- 
out namfng her, but as a perfon of the higheft rank : 
the company then haftened to the palace. ' When the 
princefles were in the drawing-room, the ladies of the 
court of Beatrice, and the knights who attended 
them, entered likewife. Barmecide appeared among 
the laft who came in. He advanced towards the 
princefles * and at this moment the beautifyl ftranger 

who 
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„wlip accompanied Axiana caft her eyes upon Um» 
She immediately ftarted. " It is be 1 it is Barme- 
cide !" exclaimed (he witlf trapfport. On faying this, 
£he flew to his arms. The fpe&ators were all mo- 
tionlefs with aitonifhment ; the famous name of Bar- 
mecide was known all over the world ; but every one, 
having deplored the tragical end of that illuftrious 
viftim of defpotifm, could not perfaade themfelves 
that Giaffar was that great man. The Knights of the 
Swan alone could comprehend the myftery of this af- 
fe&ing fcene, and recognxfe the interefting Aba£fa> 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Continuation of the stort of abass-a. 

L* amour pour le trouver tat fournira des ailes. 
Oii fait-il fa retraite, en quels licux dois-jc aller? 
Fut-il aubout du monde, on m*y vcrra voler. 

Vllluftonde Pierre CorKxiH*> 

1*1 mer, It* vents, l'cxil, ont-ils pa m'etonner \ 

Ariant dt Thoma s CornfillI. 

BARMECIDE, tranfported with delight, forgot 
the whole world, anjl all his fufferings, in the arms 
of his long-loft wife. The evidence of Axiana and 
the Knights of the Swan removing all doubts refpeft- 
ing his exiftence, every one took. the greateft intereft 
in this event. They aflembled about the hero, and 
looked at him with as much curiofity as if they had 
never feen him before. — Few men are capable of dif- 
cernihg and acknowledging fuperior merit, unlefs it 
be firft pointed out to them 5 but all, by an involun- 
tary and natural impulfe, are forward to pay their 

homage 
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homage as Toon as merit is once cohfecrated by lame. 
The three princefles, Barmecide, and the Knights of 
the Swim, repaired to Beatrice's clpfet, and there the 
happy Barmecide received the affectionate congratula- 
tions of his friends. After a quarter of an hour's 
tronveriatlony the company retired, leaving the happy 
pair tete a tete ; and after fupper they again -met m 
the duchefs's apartment, to hear the continuation of 
the hiftory of Abafla, which fhe related in theibHowp 
ing terms. 

" While my wandering hufband, under the, guid- 
ance of the faithful Nafuf, was leaving the city ftaine^ 
with the Wood of his unhappy brothers, I was groan* 
ing in the depth of a prifon. — On the third day, on$ 
of my flaves obtained pfctniiflion to vifit roe. This 
young perfon was ftrongly attached to me % ajid fo 
greatly was (he afFeded on feeing my pallid looks, mjr 
difheyelled hair, and the fetters with which I was 
loaded, that fhe fainted in my arms. She was car- 
ried away ; and I had the additional fofrfrow t6 hear^ 
that the unfortunate creature had fallen a victim to 
her tender attachment, and was no more.— Nafiif r6- 
turned from Mecca •, the caliph gave him Tome or- 
ders relating to me ; and at length I Taw the deli* 
verer of Barmecide. — Afte* 1 having anfwered sill my 
queftions refpe&ihg my hufband, he informed 'me, 
that the faitlilefs flave, who had betrayed u% had 
been condemned to death by the caliph, and would 
be publicly executed on the following day. I de- 
manded why ? < Heaven by this death/ replied Na- 
fuf, c punifhes with equity her vile treachery 5 but 
the calif has puffed an unjuft judgment, fince he has 
condemned her for having ftdlen your diamonds, after 
which vain fearch has been made in' all your apart- 
ments, but which-I'had fecured and carried to my 
own houfe, with yourprivity, the day- T was ordered 
to take you toj>rifon/ « What,' cried I, « Nafuf, 
•can we fuffer this woman to lofe her life for a crime 

Vol. II. I {he 
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ihe did not commit, and for an aft of which weour- 
felyes are the authors ?' « Confider,' replied Nafuf, 
** that the 4ruth cannot be difcdvered ^without bring- 
ing deftruttion upon my head,— and coniider too, that 
this woman is a monfter ; that her treachery has 
caufed the prbfcription of your hufband, and fhed the 
Mood of the Barmecides ; that it has-occafioned your 
•captivity, and all the evils we are deploring. 9 i It is, 
-however* returned J,. c dreadful to think, that this 
woman fhould perifh becaufe I conceal the truth, 
•which would clear her of the accufation made againtf 
her.' i Full of this idea, I began to confider of fome 
•expedient, which might fave this wretch without ex- 
fioiiqg ;Nafuf to harm, and at length fuggefted one 
which met with his a ffpi t talk m. In confequence of 
tfhisvplan, Jhetook upon himfelf to inform the caKph 
I had fomething of the greateft importance to difclofe 
to him, -and tnat I demanded a moment's audience. 
-After hefitating for ifoveral hours, Aaron at laft con- 
gfented>to fee jus* .At the clofeof the day I was 
♦taken from my jprifon, and Gondu&ed .along by-ways 
to the palace. My hands being fettered with heavy 
-fliackks, I was entirely deprived of the jufeof .them. 
JFatigued with this weight, and weakened by -grief, I 
could: fcarcely w&lk* Two fla ves fupported my t otter- 
jttg*ftfips-5 one ,o£ them carried a caiket which I had 
givenihim in charge. I was led into the caliph's clo- 
set, and I ordered the Have to lay the caiket on a 
-table. The attendants withdrew, and I was left alone 
•with. my cruel opprefior. He was feated over-againft 
psit on the other fide of the table. He commanded 
jne in a/i imperious tone to lift up my veil. I made 
•no other reply. than ibaking the chains which de- 
•pri^ed me 'of the ufe of my hands. This feemed to 
♦axtake. fome impreJEon upon him ; he appeared di£- 
*turbed, and kept fileqce fojua moment. Then, ob- 
serving that I ftaggered,/and could hardly keep rnyfelf 
*raon my kgs, he arpfe, placed * chair behind me, 
' * i drew 
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drew up py veil, said returned to hi« feat. I fat 
down 5 he looked at me attentively, and I perceived 
he grew pale. « Is it Abaffa/ feid ^5 ' 1S %lt *ke Af- 
ter, of Aaron Rafchid, who thus appears before me 
in this humiliating condition ?' * Yes/ replied I, c it 
is fhe i her free and independent foul has not 
changed, nor can tyranny fubdue it. The wretched 
Abaffa ftill lives, but fhe has no longer a brother, or 
any legaf fovereign, the great Aaron exifts no more P 
At thefe words he could not avoid darting ; folicitous 
however to conceal his emotioq, he aflumed a fevere 
countenance, and raifing his voice, c In truth,' faid 
he, ( I am now only thy judge.' ' Aye,' replied I 4 . 
« but God will be thine.' — « Let us finifli this conver- 
fation,' interrupted he ; * wljat hopes have brought 
you hither," what have you to communicate ?' — c I 
have loft all, and have no longer any hope 5 but for- 
tune ftill affords me an opportunity of doing a gene- 
rous aft. I come here to fulfil that duty 5 the perfi- 
dious woman, who betrayed me, has not ftolen my 
jewels ; the faithful flave who vipted me in prifon had 
concealed them, in order to reftore them to me ; I . 
Found means to hide them in my dungeon, I now 
bring them to you > — they arc in this cafket.' As I 
finifhed thefe words, the caliph, in great furprife and 
agitation, opened the cafket, beheld all the diamonds, 
and appeared to fall into a mournful reverie. He 
arofe from his feat, took a few turns in the chamber, 
and, approaching me, he undid the chains which 
fhackled my hands. He performed this in great 
hafte, and appeared as if he were fearful of giving 
way to compaflion, and of being fo near me. He 
refrained from looking at me, his hands trembled, he 
feemed oppfefTed, and the excefiive palenefs of his 
countenance fufficiently indicated the dreadful difor- 
der of his mind. As foon*as he had difengaged me 
from my fetters, he threw himfelf into his chair, 
« Thofe jewels,' faid he, « are yours 5 take them 
I 2 . back. 
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batk. As for yourfelf, I lhall have you conduced 
into a diftant province, two hundred leagues* from 
Bagdat •> there I command you. to remain, and never 
to think of removing : moreover, you fhatl there be 
free, and my beneficence fhall follow you in your re- 
treat. Go into the next room, and wait there, till I 
have given my laft -orders relative to your departure/ 
.At thefe words, 3 Was preparing fo leave ike clofet. 
« Stop;' cried he* with a fmothered voice, the al- 
teration Of Whklx made me fliudder ; * Stop, fit 
flowji there a moment.' f obeyed 4 he contemplated 
me in filence, for I. had not had time to refume my 
teil. His Allien air, and the wildnefs which was 
fpread over his Whole countenance, threw me into a 
kind of terror, which I was unable to withftand. I 
perceived, from^the agitation of his mind, that he 
was meditating upon fomething extraordinary ; and, 
not being able to (land his ftedfaft and ill-boding 
looks, 1 caft my eyes upon the ground. In a "few mi- 
mites, laying hold of the* table which ieparated us, 
he pufhed it away, and, drawing his chair near, he 
Was fo near me that his robe touched mine • 1 £hud~ 
<Jer£d, but remained motionlefs in my place. At 
length breaking fifence, « Thou hateft me/ faid he, 
In a tone that chilled my blood, c and thou art right 
to hate me — To thee I have been a tyrant, a barba- 
rous perfecutor. — t)eteft me, be implacable, but know 
that Aaron, whatever may be his crime and thy mif- 
fbrtune, can never become the object of contempt. 
Generofity ftill fubfifts at the bottom of this bewil- 
dered foul — I have had the madnefs of tyrants, but 
do not poflfefs their vile terrors.'— Upon this he drew 
his dagger from his girdle, and presenting it to me, 
« I have had my revenge,' faid he, « now take thine ! 
-^here is my dagger, plunge it into the diffracted 
breaft of the murderer of the Barmecides. — -£)oft 
thou fee 'their threatening ghofts ariife about us ?— 
poft thou fee thy pale and bloody hufband, catling 

upon 
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Upon thy tave and thy vengeance ? He demands at thy 
hands the death of his aflaflin ; ftrike, deliver mc 
from an exiftence which I abhor.' At thefe words, % 
laid hold of the dagger; I then threw it away froin> 
me without anfwering a ward. I felt a tear ftarting 
from my eye, and, being deurous of hiding it from 
the cruel author of my ills, I covered my face with 
my veil. He arofe, and remained, ftanding by m* 
for an inftant, keeping a gloomy filence ; afterwards^ 
heaving a deep figh,- € Adieu/ (aid he, ( adieu fof 
ever.' Immediately he withdrew in a hafty manner, 
leaving me alone in the cabinet - There I remained 
more than an hour ; and I am able to give but an im- 
perfect idea of what I fuffered during, this interval* 
It-was in this fame fpot that I had feen Barmecide for 
the firft time •, there it was I had received his iirft let- 
ter by ftealth behind the caliph's chair ; it was there 
that between a beloved brother, and a hufband I 
adored, I had pafled the evening of each day for ten- 
years together.— I recognifed the chair on which Bar- 
mecide fat ; I was mylelf in the place I was ufed to 
fill by his fide ; but there was I now profcribed, fe«* 
parated from him, perhaps for ever; ami in this 
place I wept at once the k>fs of my brother and my 
huiband, together with the misfortune of my couiw 
try. At length I was taken away $ I died a torrent 
of tears, I left the clofet, and fell into an agony of 
griet On that very evening I fet out for my exile ; 
my conductors were ftrangers to me ; I could not di£* 
cpver Nafuf among them* I flattered myfelf, how- 
ever, that Aaron would inform him of the place of 
*ny retreat.. He did pot make any mention of it, and 
t*ever uttered my name to him, fa that Nafuf re- 
mained totally ignorant of my fate for more , than a> 
year; for the caliph had taken careaa make.n\* 
change my name, and enjoined fecrecy to all my eon* 
duftors. I was treated with- refpett in the province 
^Uer^ I was brought, but was., ilrittly watched $ r*~ 

r 
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flaves were devoted to the caliph, I dared not place 
confidence in any one, and I was unable to inform 
Nafuf of my fituation. In the mean while he dif- 
covered, by dint of afBduous care, that I lived in a 
diftant province, of which he at length learnt the 
name. Then he began to caufe the rumour of it to 
be fpread abroad, adding at the fame time the Talfe 
report, that I was fecretly bringing up^ my fon there. 
The caliph had no doubt of the death of this child, 
and befides he knew I was {hut up in a feraglio, and 
guarded by flaves entirely at his devotion 5 but, as 
Nafuf had forefeen, he imagined thefe rumours 
might in time be productive of difturbances, and give 
rife to dangerous impoftures; and he caufed an ac- 
count to be publifhed of the death of my child at 
Mecca. The people feemed incredulous 5 he fpoke 
of their incredulity to Nafuf, who encouraged his 
fears, and advifed him to have me brought back to the 
vicinity of Bagdat ; adding, that upon feeing my re- 
turn, they, who believed my fon to be living, would 
imagine he had been difcovered i and put to death by 
order of the caliph, and that, henceforward living 
under his own observation, I fhould no longer give 
rife to the propagation of fuch fabulous reports. 
Aaron approved of this advice, and cornmiffioned 
Nafuf to go and fetch me. This generous friend, 
who had been long making preparations for out "flight, 
had tranfmitted to Europe a great part of the trea- 
sure he acquired from the confifcation of the poffef- 
fions of Barmecide, and the unbounded liberality of 
the caliph. He collected all the money he could carty 
with him, and being furnHhed with the orders of 
Aaron, he came in queft of me. 1 nearly died with 
emotion and joy at the fight of him. He^ fhowed his 
prders, and left all. my flaves without exception j I 
took the jewels which the caliph had reftored me, and 
fet off at midnight alone with Nafuf under the holy 
guard of faithful friendfhip. Nafuf informed me, 

that 
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tfotthe treacherous flave, whofe life* I imagined I 
had laved, had not efcaped the chaftifement w.hiek 
providence kept in ftore for her 5 the jewels ihe had 
ftolen from Nouraha Had been found in her pofleffiotH 
and the caliph laid- hold of that pretext to coWdemA 
her to death. As on this occafion T was admiring 
the decrees of eternal juftke, Nafuf; who for man f 
years back had been touched with the virtues and 
difcourfes of Barmecide, and had fecrctly embraced 
chriftianity, was-defiroifs of infpiring me with his 
fentiments/ and inducing me to embrace his belief 5 
but the prejudices of education,, and the power of 
cuftoro, ftill ftrongly attached me to my religion^ 
and I declare^ to him,- that I was determined to pre* 
fcrve it to-the .end of my exiftence. - * 

(t Our journey- was long, but fortunate. "When/ 
we arrived in Europe, tblefb heaven at finding my- 
<elf at laft .in that part of the world--whe*e I had 
hopes of meeting Barmecide. One day, as we were 
purfuing our journey, we pafled through a towny'at 
the extremity of vjhich we found a great coticourfe 
of people, which obliged us to ftop. We foon heard 
religious pfalmody ; the multitude divided itfelf, and 
left a paffa£2 in the middle of the ftreet, *long 
which marched in procefBon a numerous train of 
priefts drefled in fiiperb garments, and' bearing a 
magnificent canopy and feveral fplendid banners. 
Young children crowned with flowers carried baft- 
kets filled with roles, with which they ftrewed the 
ground. Surprifed at this novel fpe&acle, I willingly 
yielded to the defire which Nafuf exprefled to fol- 
low the , proceflion, which at length flopped before 
an immenfe edifice of a prodigious height; and of 
antique ftruclure. € Ah,' faid Nafuf to me with 
emotion, < at laft I find myfelf ar the gates of a 
temple dedicated to the true God; O allow me 'to 
enter and return thank fgiving to the Eternal, for the 
fafety of Barmecide and Abafla !' On uttering thefe 

wo;ds*/ 
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trovdrf* he pfoceedefl towards the temple, and T ac- 
cotapamed hhn. As I entered -this facred place I 
| experienced a fenfat*on of aweful refpect. In oar 
( jdwq country I had only feen mofques of modern 
. conftru&ion, the newnefs of which feemed to indi- 
cate that of our worfhip £ but here every thing bore 
teftimony of the Venerable antiquity^ of the chriftian 
religion. I advanced along the lofty aides . with a 
kind of fac redUlreadj and perceived at the farther 
«nd of the^edifice an illuminated altar, decorated 
. vhh garlands and feftoons of flowers. I faw Nafuf 
Jfall upon his knees, and I was involuntarily led to 
imitate him. The chanting ceafed, and deep filence 
prevailed in the church ; but in a few minutes my 
cars were ftrtick with celeftial mufic, which reached 
&k4 ihmoft recedes of my foul \ for I recognifed in 
4tn inirant the melodious and fwelling founds of the 
ingenious inftrument my huftand had invented.— A 
.dear and aftecYwg remembrance produced an incon- 
ceivable revolution in my ideas : it was for the ho- 
nour of his God that Barmecide had invented this 
wonderful machine, which the Europeans had confe- 
crated to the fame purpofe ; its enchanting harmony, 
while it revived the recollection of the happieft day* 
*>f my life, excited, in my mind a religious relpe£c 
for the worfhip of the chriftians. My heart fought 
the God of Barmecide, I invoked his name, I pray- 
ed for the rcftoration of my hufband and my 
child, and I left the church' in confolapon, peace, 
^uid hope. 

c< We were now Sn the dominions of the countefs 
*rf Carcaflbne ; I met that auguft princefe by chance ; 
the generous concern fhe (howed for me infpired fo 
jnuch confidence, that I communicated my ftory to 
hc>. I informed her. it was my intention to repair 
to the court of the count of Bavaria, where I hoped 
to meet Barmecide. Axiana told me ihe was inftant- 
lyiiarching to the duchy of Gleves to join the lift 

of 
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of the defenders of Beatrice, who was befieged by 
Gerald* Certain of being able to Obtain informa- 
tion concerning Barmecide, I gratefully accepted the 
offers of Axiana, and accompanied her on her 
journey." 

The conclufion of Abafla's recital made Barmecide 
figh; he perceived that Nafof had ftill Atffered her 
to imagine her fon was alive, and that he had been 
fent into Europe ; he, was amifted at the idea that 
it was impoffible ihe ihould much longer indulge fo 
<Iear an expectation, and which fhe could not lofie 
without feeling the moft poignant anguiih 



CHAPTER XX. 
AN IMPORTANT DISCOVERT. 

3La prudence eft fartout neceifaire am m€ ekans. 

.Voltaire. 

BARMECIDE and' his wife did not leave the court 
of Beatrice before the next day. Theobald offered 
them his manfion, and it was agreed upon that Abafia 
ihould refide there till the- end of the war. Barme- 
cide at firft was. only delighted at the recovery. of 
AbafTa ^ but foon began tp fefleit with fecrct 
delight, that he was going, to enjoy his reputation 
and glory, and appear at the qajaap under the great 
parae. of Barmecide. He likewife felt the moft eager 
impatience to embrace the faithful Nafuf, who* being 
on his way with the fuite of , the princeffes, was not 
tq .arrive bjeibre the «xpiratiejn of two days* 

An hour, after Barmecide's departure* Ifambard, 
Ggjerafltf Angilbsrt, walking together in the portico 
'3 
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of the palace, Angilbert afked the Danifh knight, 
whether it were true that Armoflede was ill. " Yes," 
replied Oger, « but not dangeroufly fo.^ « Were 
you not going to vifit her this evening ?" returned 
Angilbert, « and did not fhe let you know flife could 
not receive you, becaufe, being in great want of 
reft, (he was going to bed at fix o'clock ? w ct And 
how do you know all this ?" interrupted Oger. " I 
know many more things," faid Angilbert, « thanks 
to the incorrigible imprudence of Armoflede j and 
if you will give me your word not to be violent, 
and above all, not to avenge yourfelf, I will inform 
you of ail; for it is time to open your eyes refpeft- 
ing a perfon fo little worthy the attachment of a 
knight like you." At thefe words, Oger, quite 
amazed and much affe&ed, made the promife re- 
quired by Angilbert ; and the latter, refuming his 
difcourfe, <c Know then," faid he, « that Felix, one 
of my pages, being intimately acquainted with your's, 
has frequently accompanied him as far v as Armo- 
flede's houfe. It was his cuftom to wait at a neigh- 
bouring cottage for Sylvan, who entered the houfe, 
and afterwards returnee! to join Felix. At the be- 
ginning of thefe vifits Sylvan ufed to fay he carried 
meflages from you ; but foon the indifcretion natural 
to his age, and his extreme fimplicky, allowing him 
no longer to conceal the truth, Felix, more dexte- 
rous and older than he, quickly difcovered, that he 
was in love with Armoflede ; and at laft Sylvan him- 
felf confefied, that he believed himfelf- loved again, 
but that Armoflede fet a fantaftical value upon her 
favours,, and that he could not determine upon doing 
* what {he required of him. Felix queftioned him ia 
vain on this- fubjeft. Sylvan (till refufed td give a 
t>etter - explanation. Some exprefEons, however, 
which fell from him, gave Felix ftrange fufpicions, 
and then it was that he communicated thfe affair to 
me. I ordered him to endeavour to introduce him- 

ftlf 
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felf into Armoflede's houfe, with a view of unra- 
velling this myftery. He found, means of gaining 
over a young maid-fervant belonging to the houfe v 
and one day, when Armoflede was gone out with 
her two other domeftics, the young girl let in Felix, 
who, in examining the manfion, obferved a dark 
clofet filled with wood, of which the maid bad the 
key s This clofet was contiguous to the chamber, 
the ufual fcene of the conferences which patted in 
the houfe j it was feparated from it by a thin wain- 
fcot, and two men might hide themfelves in it, and 
hear every thing that was fakL- Befide this clofet 
is a garret, the window of which opens towards the 
country from the front- of the houfe. - In confc- 
quence of this, and more information, Felix, by my 
directions, prevailed on the young fervant to let him* 
in this night in the following manner;- At ten o'clock 
ihe is to hang out bladder ofc ropes which Felix has 
furnifhed her with, and to leave hcr'chamber door 
open, that he may find her on his arrival, her room ■ 
being at the end of a paffage betide this garret. I 
propofe to you then," continued Angilbert, " to go ' 
yourfelf this evening to Armoflede's houfe, to get in 
through the garret, and to conceal yourfelf in the 
dark clofet, the. key of which Felix has procured. 
There you will hear fome horrid things, you will 
know to what degree the Simplicity of a credulous 
and warm-hearted youth is impofed upon,- and to- 
morrow you will be reftored to reafon, and perfectly 
cured of a paffion, the folly of which has been long 
lamented by your friends." 1 

Oger, quite confounded, made no reply ; but Ifam- 
bard accepted the propofal of Angilbert for him, 
adding; that he himfelf. would accompany him in 
this nocturnal excurfiop. At nine Ifambard and the 
Danifh knight fet out in a private mariner.. The 
night was dark, and the unhappy Oger, wrapped up 
in melancholy reflections, kept flienee during all the 

way. 
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way. He could no longer deceive himfttf as to Ar- 
moflede's profligate conduft, but he ftill confidered 
her to be utterly incapable of the horrid things 
which had been fuggefted, and of which he had not 
thought fit to aft any explanation. He was irritated 
againft Angilbert, and even againft Ifanibard, be- 
caufe he had feen him queftion the former, and 
ihudder with indignation. Ifambard endeavoured 
in vain to prepare him for what he was going to 
hear. u For heaven's fake !" interrupted Oger, 
with a degree of peevifhnefs, « fpare yourfelf the 
trouble of repeating the conversation of Angilbert." 
*«' It is neceflary, however/* returned Ifambard, « that 
in order to be able to comprehend what you are going 
to hear, you fliould firft know, that the infamous 
Marcelina^ to whom the hoofe formerly belonged, 
3ia& frequent conferences with Armofiede, and that 
they are to be together this night." Thefe few words 
made Oger ftart \ not that 'he could indulge the 
horrible iufpicion that his friends wanted to give 
him refpe&ing Armoflede*, but he felt the vrildeft 
fenfttions of fury on perceiving, that Ifembard had 
not the leaft doubt of the fecret intelligence of that 
iady with a woman, who wis universally confidered 
as a vender of poifonous drugs. He was on the point 
of falling into the moft violent fit of rage, neverthe- 
lefs he was ftill able to contain himfelf ; but from 
this inftant he totally ceafed from making any reply* 
Being arrived near the houfe, the knights fattened 
their fteeds to a tree five hundred paces from the 
xnamion. They then repaired to the open window, 
found the ladder of ropes, and mounted without 
any obftacle. They had taken off their (hoes, m 
order to make no noife* they gently opened the 
door of the clofet, and 1 entered together, for Felix 
had had the precaution to remove Xevefal pieces fcf 
wood from it. Every thing feemed quiet in the 

houfe; 
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houfe ; they remained more than half an hour with- 
out hearing the leaft ftir. 

Oger now began to triumph, when the door of the 
chamber was lieard to open, and a perfon to enter. 
The perfon fat down without fpeaking a word, and 
this filence lafted near an hour. At laft the door 
opened a fecohd time ; Oger diftinguifhed Armo- 
Aide's voice ; he was affected, and much agitated. 
— But let the reader imagine, if it be poflible, the 
horrour with which he was feized on liftening to the 
deteftable converfation which follows, of which Oger 
did not lofe a fingle word. Armoflede, on entering 
the room, cautioufly fhut the door, and, addreffing 
herfelf to the perfon who was waiting for her, " I 
am come very late," faid (he, "but I could not get 
rid of that boy ; I never found him fo earned, fo 
enamoured, and fo determined. He perfifts in flay- 
ing here to-night. I am going tp encourage his love 
and his hopes, and I flatter myfelf, that to-morrow 
he will diftribute our potions !" " What," replied the 
voice of an old woman (for it was Marcelina herfelf)* 
u you have promifed the boy your laft favours, and 
you are not yet obeyed ?" " I know not what inftin£k 
wafms him, in fpite of his credulity, of the danger 
of the commiflion ; he Ihows a repugnance, if not 
invincible, at leafi extreme $ but i {hall triumph 
over k} lam fure of fuccefs. As I am refolved he 
(hall go to work to-morrow, let us for the laft time 
eater into a little explanation relative to this' affair. 
I confefs I ftil\ fear the effeQ of thefe potions will 
either be too prompt or too weak." — " Had you 
followed my advice, you would have been fatisfied on 
that head two months ago. Why did not you make 
trial upon Sufan or this little page ?" — " Sufan is a 
good fervant, and I ftand in need x>f a girl of her 
fimpiicity ;. ft>e has neither eyes nor ears : and as to 
Sylvan, hj&affiftance is abfolutely neceffary to the 
*ery thing itfcl&"— " Well, but 'on the like condi- 
tions 
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tions you would have found another !*— « By no 
means : I muft have Ogtr's page. Befides, he is fo 
handfome ! and I owe him, and owe myfelf too, the 
recom pence he is hoping for. My word is facred. 
Afterwards we fhall fee," — <c - I underftand you. But 
to reruVn to the drugs, I never prepared better in 
my life. That which is compofed for a woman is 
much lefs violent than that defigned for Oger."— 
€€ Have not you lowered it too much ?"— •" No ; it 
will, as I have already told you, caufe an extreme 
languor from the very day on which it is {wallowed ; 
afterward the perfon will infenfibly fall into a de- 
cline, and in a fhort time lofe all her beauty ." — <c Are 
you certain of all this ?" — <c A (ingle dofe would be 
fufficient ; judge then of the effect of the whole 
phial.*—" Well—" " After having fuffered feven or 
eight months — " " I have told you I do not want to 
kill them." — « No, nor I neither. I prepare phil- 
ters and not poifons." — « That is what I inlagined ; 
I am only defirous that this philter, as you have pro- 
mifed me, mould deprive them of thofe paffions 
which counteract mine."*— " Certainly, and this can- 
not be effected without a phyfical revolution j make 
yourfelf eafy, and be aflured, they fhall be rid of all 
human paffions in left than a year." — " If thou doft 
not* betray me, thou mayeft depend upon the fum 
which I have promifed thee." — " Betray you ! how 
could I ? In making information againft you to the 
princefs, I fhould have* no proofs to give her ; be- 
fides, if I had, I know her ; I mould ruin you, and 
f;ain nothing myfelf. Beatrice never rewards in- 
brmers ; me would hear me, and fend me away 
without recompenfe. But, independent of all thefe 
reafons, furely you ought to place due confidence 
in me. What, after the moft fingular hazard, which 
has brought us together in a country fo far from 
our wretched native land, can you mhtruft her who 
took care of your childhood ?"— Thou oughfeft in- 
deed 
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deed to love *ne, for I have profited by the leffbns 
and~examples thou haft afforded me. Yet our rirft 
meeting during my journey into Lpmbardy did not 
turti out very fortunate for me. The manner in 
which you gave me* up £o prince Adalgife — " " Re- 
collect that he then flattered himfelf he fhould reco- 
ver his throne."—" I allow I am indebted to thee 
for having freed me from all thofe prejudices to 
which fools are Haves ; but, am I the happier for 
this ? Every moment feems to iricreafe the empire 
of my paffions ; the lefs I refift them, the more they 
agitate and confume me ; I defire with fury, and do 
not enjoy with, tranfport."-— " What, already! and 
fo young !" — « My heart has grown old, and my 
fenfes are palled ; canft thou believe it ? I have al- 
ready loft the fweeteft of all illufions j love itfelf, in 
my eyes, is no more than a chimera/' — " How ?" 
and that Ifambard, of whom you have fpoken fo 
much ?" " He — I hate him.-^He governs my ima- 
gination, it is true ; I fee no one fo amiable and be- 
witching as he ; I would beftow the half of my exift- 
ence to be adored by him for a few hours only. — A 
fingle night, — I wifh to inflame him, to make him 
happy, to enjoy his raptures, to partake them, and 
then to avenge myfelf." — '* Happinefs would make 
you forget vengeance." — " Forget vengeance ! I 
fhould meditate it even in his arms ! No, believe me, 
it is not anger which makes me fpeak. I am no 
longer deceived as to my own feelings, I no longer 
take emotions forfentiments ; Lhate him, I tell you." 
— " But if he fhould conceive a ftrong paffion for 
you !"— " Would to heaven he did !- he would then 
ceafe to pleafe me ; nothing is fo inflpid as a ftrong 
paffion } 'tis the romantic love I know- he has for 
another, which readers him fodefirable in my eyes. 
I wifh to lead him aftray, to fediice, and not to fix 
hiro."^ What a head you have !"— « It isheated, it 
is a Volcano ! — But my foul is withered away — ha- 
- ••' . tred 



184 THE KNIGHTS OF 

tred and miftnthropy tarnifti and consume it*— gloomy 
reflections often aflail me — What becomes of us, 
Marcelina, when we have loft our youth and beauty I 
For inftance, in your own cafe, how can you <Uf~ 
penfe with lovers ?" — " I do not difpenie with thorn, 
every thing is to be had for money"— u How, what 
even voluptuoufnefs .?" — " Alas, when we have in* 
dulged ourfelves in excels we inuft take an early 
leave of our delights I Love, at my time of life, is 
only a bitter remembrance, an impotent fury, plea* 
fure is worn out ; cuftom alone ftlll preferves a want 
without defire, and which irritates itfelf without 
hope." — " What a frightful picture ! But has virtue 
any advantage I" — « Yes, I have often thought, that 
after having given up ourfelves to the unbounded 
gratification of our paffions, if it were poffible to 
recover loft reputation, and return to virtue, it would 
be making an excellent bargain."—" It is late, get 
away, and take care not ,to be feen by Sylvan."— 
" You will pafs the night together *, mind and da 
not pay him before hand."—" Never fear ; I was 
sever under lefs temptation* I know not what is the 
matter with me this evening, I feel myfelf ill."— 
u Indeed you are much altered." — <« Come, delay 
no longer, but leave me." At theie words the exe- 
crable Marcelina went away, and every thing agaia 
feemed <$uiet. The knights* qui*e chilled with b?** 
rour, remained jnotioh]e(s, holding each other by the 
hand. In a few minutes Armoffedei arofe from her 
feat, called a, fervanfc, > to whom (he gave orders to 
tell Sylvan to. ccfm$ to her \ and m .a m»ment after, 
the little page, entering the room in a noify manner, 
exclaimed : «« At. length you call me* but why did 
you not return below ? You never before received me 
in. this clofet." — " My dear Sylvan," replied Armo- 
flede,. « I am fo -weak and overcome, this evening, 
that I had not- refutation to go* down ftairs;"~-^< You 
are weak? fo much the better* it Js\ £> Ivwonid 

have 
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have you be."— " And, for my part, I would have 
thee be more tended and fubmiffive." — " More ten- 
der ! ah ! do you imagine that to be poffible ? No f 
no, you are well aware I love you to madnefs." — 
« Better than thou lovedft Chloe f — J< Ah ! Chlo? 
is handfome 'tis true, but you are a thoufand times 
more charming, more tender ; and then Chloe has 
not fuch pretty hands, fo foft, fo white, fo delicate 
— I adore thofe hands — ah, why do you withdraw 
them ?"— « Thou fhalt kifs them no more, till thou 
haft executed my orders." — " Is it poffible ?" — u Ye$ t 
I am determined upon k." — " Thefe curfed philters P* 
— " But, why haft thou fuch repugnance to admi- 
nifter them? Canft thou doubt of their efficacy ?"— 
« No, furely, fince you have made trial upon my- 
ielf. I well know that I once loved Chloe* that now 
I no longer love her> but that you I adore."—" And 
yet, as I had told thee, the effect was no$ fo power* 
Jul, as, it would have been hadft thou not been fore- 
warned of it. But I conducted myfelf with all the 
franknefs of love •, I confeffed my paflion to thee;, I 
offered to make thee forget Chloe 5 I explained to 
thee the effect of this beneficent drug."—" Qh I (hall 
never forget it. It was one night !*■— Scarce had I 
fwallowed the liquor, when I inftantly felt what you 
had foretold 5 that emotion, that difquietude, that 
devouring flame — tliat fluttering at the heart ! — I 
looked at you with other eyes— I immediately loft all 
my bafhfulnefs -do you remember it ?" — " Ah, but 
too well."— -" Had you made me drink a few drops 
more, it is certain I fhould entirely have loft my 
fenfes»" — " When we know how to prepare a love** 
potion, .we do not miftake refpecting the dofe (32}; U 
After fuch pofitive and ftriking experience, why ' 
then doft hefitate to give thefe philters to thy mafi. 
ter and to Beatrice ?" — Are you very fiire they will 
reciprocally love each other ?" — " I- have explained 
that to thee fo often 1" — " I believe, but do no* 

rightlr 
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rightly comprehend it." — * If thou believeft* it r 
what • more is neceflary ? Confider, Sylvan, that itf 
obeying me, thou wilt make the foVtune of thy maf- 
ter, procure the happinefs of Beatrice and our own. 
Thou wilt no longer have a rival, and I can give 
myfelf up to thee without constraint, ami without 
any dread of an incenfed lover." — 5* But ftill, it \s 
deceiving my mafter; it is abufing the employment 
I hav€ under him — And poor Ifambard too, who, 
'tis faid, adores the princefs, and is beloved by her 
again \ how this will afflidfchim ! He will perhaps fight 
with my mafter. What will then become of me, 
who am the caufe of all this diforder ?"— « Well 
then, give up all thoughts of me, for I declare I 
fliall never have the refolution to difmifs Oger, and 
certainly thou (halt not be my lover as long as Oger 
remains conftant td*me," — " And yet you love me ?" 
— « To diftra&ion." — " I will not leave yon before 
day-light*. Oh how fortunate this nightmay prove !" 
— " Ah !' thou haft had Oger's phial in thy pocket 
for two days paft ; if thou hadft obeyed' me, with 
what transport* with what delicious intoxication 
would I now prefs thee to my bofom." — (t To thy 
bofom, to that alabafter bofcm !" — " Ungrateful 
Boy, if thou lovedft ra^J if the flame which con- 
sumes me ran through thy veins— !" — " Hear me— 
if, notwithftanding all I have laid, T fhould prove 
that your orders are executed !" — " How ?" — « Yes, 
T have adminiftered the beverage*— This very noon at 
dinner, Oger received it from my hand:" At thefe 
terrible words Ifambard fhuddered ; but Oger, wil- 
ling to hear the end of this interview, put his hand 
upon his' friend's mouth, and the infamous Armo- 
flede continued to fpeak. - " Is it really true,** faid 
flie^ " and why have you conceale x d it from me i" 
— " I was defirous of owing my happinefs folely to 
the excels of thy love. Here, look at this phial." 

« Thou haft not given a fufficient dofe* thou 

fhouldeft 
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fliouldeft havfc adminifiered the half of it $ for I told 

thee it ought to be taken in two day$." " I was. 

in hafte, I was confiifed ; but I thought I had given 

enough to inflame him."- " Did he grow pal^ I 

was .he in a languifhing condition the reft of the day 2 
Thou knoweft thefe fymptoms of defire and love* 
mould manifeft themfelves until the very moment of 
happinefs. This thou experienced thyfelf, thou haft 

no longer thy ruddy looks." " Yes, I burn, J 

Ianguifh, but thou art going to cure me \ that thou 
muft now do."—" Stop — I muft dill have more fa- 
tisfa&ory proof — Befujes, Sylvan, I vow I have a 
fever to-night, I am in pain, in violent pain, and 
particularly within this laft hour."—" Come, come* 
'tis only the v fever of love."— " Sylvan, Tproteft, I 
am very ill." — « Well, I can no longer lie antf de- 
ceive you. Know then the nature of thy ilihefsj. 
'tis what I myfelf endure. O adorable woman, par- 
don thy lover.— That philter prepared by. thofe ph*- 
vine hands, and which communicates to the fenfes 
an aftive and" consuming flame, Oger has^not taken y. 
love has. made a happier ufe of it *, this evening, at 
mpper-time, I had the dexterity to< adminifter it 
to thee." At thefe words Armoflede funk back 
with terrour into her chair, and lofing all refl£&ion, 
me cried out with a languid voice, €€ O heavens ! I 
am poifoned f" — Sylvan fBuddered. « What do I 
hear ?" cried he. " What ! was fjiis Beverage poi- 
fon ?" — The deteftable Armoflede could make no 
reply, fhe had fallen into a £wo&ri. Sylvan y difmay- 
ed, and* feized with horrour and affright, called 
loudly to the fervants. At this inftant he heard fome 
hafty foot-ftepsj the door opened, and what were 
his terrours on perceiving Ifambard and the Daniflr 
knight ! T T*he unfortunate page, burfting into tears, 
ran and threw himfeif at his mafter's feet. Oger 
lifted him up, took him in his arms, and prefling 
him to his bofdm, a My dear youth," cried he* 

" wb" 
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u when I reflect on the good difpofition you hate 
jtift been fnowing, I am confident, that my errour 
Jhtd your own will ferve to convince us of the danger 
Of the paffions, and of the value of good morals and 
virtue. Ah, never forget this terrible leflbn P — 
Oger, as he thus fpoke, could not refrain from tears; 
but they were foon dried up on obferving the infa- 
mous Armoflede recovering from her fit, and open* 
ing her eyes. On perceiving the knights, it was 
neither in her power to flum their prefence nor ta? 
fhow any marks of furprife. Petrified with aftonifh- 
ment and horrour, fhe continued in a frightful ftate 
of inaction, eyeing them with haggard and ftupid 
looks. Oger approaching her,. " For three hours 
paft," faid he, " concealed behind that "wainfcot, I 
heard every thing that has been faid. At lengthy 
acknowledge ft providence, which fooner or latter pu- 
niihes the guilty." Upon this,' taking" the afflicted 
Sylvan by the hand, and leaning upon IfambardV 
arm, Oger haftily left the chamber. ,At the door of 
the houfe' Sylvan, accofting Oger with a fupplicating 
air, « O my dear maftcr," faid he, « I deteft her, 
*tis true, but (he Is poifbned, and by my hands — This- 
is a dreadful circumftance \ muft we leave her with- 
out afEftance V* — f < I am totally ignorant," ahfwered 
Qger, " what khid of antidote is neceffary.fqr her> 
and otfr presence \yill but aggravate the v horrours of 
her condition. But we will tend one of the prin- 
cefs's phyficians to her." This, indeed, was his iirft 
care on his arrival at the palace ; he like wife called 
u? Theobald to give him an account of the crimes of 
Marcelina and Armoflede, fbliciting the pardon of 
the latter. Marcelina was taken into cuftody, and 
upon the depofitions of the two knights^ the little 
page, and Fejix, that abominable woman was £hut 
up for the reft of her days. The phyiician pro- 
nounced Armonede's life to be out of danger, but 
declared it was. not in the power of art to reftore her 

tp 
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to Tiealfti* and that (he would be obliged to keep her 
bed for feverat weeks. Her houfe was fearctied, and 
four phials were found containing a poifon iimilar 
to that (he 'had put into the hands of the credulous 
Sylvan. Beatrice fent her an afTurance of pardon, 
adding, that (he permitted her to remain three 
montfhs longer in the houfe .(he, lived in,. but at the 
expiration of that time, (he mould be for ever bay 
Atflied from the duchy of Cleves. 



CHAPTER XXL 

FRJ£NDS OF THE NltfTlt CENTURT. : < 

,•>..'. y >• ' • • ■' • 

. For blelfings rrer* wait on virtuous deeds, 
Andr though a -fate, a :fure reward fucceeds. 

iM&rtting Bride, Conor***. 

THE war, which had now been carried on for two 
months,- ftitl continued ina&ive and unprodu&ive of 
bloody combats 5 difcord created divifions among the 
chiefs of the allied powers. 5 fome were defirous of 
peace, others were anxious for the prolongation of 
hoftilities, and feveralof them already expreffed their 
intentions of withdrawing th^mfelves from this im- 
prudent and unjuft coalition. The troops fought .with 
regret, and the heroic courage of their adverfaries 
Jpread fuch terrour through the whole army, that, the 
generals, fearful of being ill fupported, did not ven~ 
ture upon any thing decifive. Barmecide, in council, 
forcibly recalled to the memory of the princes every 
thing he had foretold* The events had juftified his 
former fpeech againft the war * his genius and elo- 
quence met* with great admiration, but paffion got 

the 
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the better of reafon and found policy. In the age 
In which we now live, fuch blihdnefs wfll certainly 
appear inconceivable to thofe Wife lieads which give 
counfel to fovereigns, and rule the flourifhing em- 
pires of Europe ; but' it muft be recollected we are 
fpeaking of the ninth century. Without this confe- 
deration, fuch meafures would furely appeal .egre- 
giojufly abftrrd, and utterly incredible. 

The befiegers made their attacks wfth timidity, 
*nd, being always repulfed with vigour, nothing me- 
morable took place during the reft of the winter, 
except a few {ingle combats between the chiefs of 
the two parties, w*ho reciprocally challenged each 
/other. The youthful Roger, acquainted that Rot* 
bold was in the army of the princes, was eager to 
combat the perfecutor of Azofine. The conflict was 
long and terrible ; he difplayed all the heroic valour, 
and all the generofity of chivalry. He wounded and 
overthrew his adverfary, and, being matter both of 
iis life and liberty, " I leave th«e," faid he, « thy 
execrable exiftence, in order to furniih me with an 
opportunity of vanquifiiing thee again ; I difdain to 
take fo vile a prifoner ; by the laws of war thy fpoils 
belong to me, but they cannot become a -trophy of 
glory, and will fully the hand that is pure." On 
faying this, he left him on the field^of battle, and 
returned to the caftle. The courageous Axiana was 
witnefs of this action, and, having learnt from Ifam- 
bard the ftory of Roger, fhe applauded his genera- 
lity. This fufirage was of ineftimable value in the 
eftimation of Roger ; for Axiana had made a deep 
impreiBon upon his heart, and this new paflion ferved 
to weaken daily the tender remembrance of Azoline. 
But Roger remarked with concern, that the Knights 
of the Swan alone feemed to attract the notice and 
excite the attention of the countefs. Roger was per- 
fuaded, that one of thefe knights Jiad the good for- 
tune to pieafe £he fair Axiana $ he was moft appre- 

henfive 
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hcnfive of Oliver, for his mind was at cafe refpeft- 
ing Ifambard, imagining him to he in love with Bea- 
trice, and that, according to the general opinion, he 
was again beloved. In one of the moft vigorous af- 
faultSj which the befieged repulfed with their accuf- 
tomed valour, the countefs displayed all the intrepi- 
dity of the braveft and moft daring warrior. Rot- 
bold* who was now cured of his wounds, provoked 
this heroine to fingle combat ; (he determined to 
accept the challenge in fpite of the intreaty of all 
the knights, and the painful disquietude of Roger. 
The combat lafted near an hour with equal advan- 
tage to both fides, when a violent ftorm accompanied 
with hail fuddenly arifing, afforded the (peclators of 
either party a pretext for- feparating the warriors* 
The Knights of the Swan, followed by the moft 
zealous defenders of the duchefs, made feveral fallies 
in hopes of . provoking a general battle ; but the 
enemy ftill continued in their entrenchments ; and 
in ajl thefe expeditions the party of Beatrice could 
only obtain the glory of displaying a fuperior de- 
gree of courage, and that of making a few pri- 
soners. 

In the mean time, Oliver, who for the laft two 
months had been delivered from his dreadful obfef- 
fion, and enjoyed the refrefhment of fleep^ infenfibly 
recovered health, and refumed all the glowing bloom 
of youth- This kind of phyfical revolution pro- 
duced likewife a revolution in his ideas. His ardent 
imagination, relieved from a domineering and terri- 
ble train of reflection, now turned to objects of an 
engaging and fafcinating nature. Celanira ftill exift- 
ed at the bottom of his heart ; hut, knowing that 
ftie had at length received the immortal palm of 
virtue, fhe no longer prefented herfelf to his mind 
under the diftrpffing form of ah innocent victim, or 
tht bewitching ihape of one who paffionately lov^d 
him. He could no longer view her but through the 

medium 
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medium of a religious veil, and under an angelic 
and myfterious form. A contemplation of fo pure 
a nature left him a vague though fublime remem- 
brance, which produced upon his foul an impreflion 
more foft than profound, and which, far from main- 
taining the conftancy of unfortunate love, daily 
weakened its regrets. 

Being acquainted with the interefting ftory of the 
duchefrs pearl necklace, Oliver from that moment 
fet /an ineftimable value upon this tender pledge of 
her fentiments. Having taken it from the houffings 
of his horfe, he had converted it into a bracelet, 
which he wore upon his left arm, apd which was 
concealed under his clothes* It was the cirftom of 
the times to wear in this manner the moft valued 
gift of a miftrefs, and the cuftom was then confe- 
crated Only to love *. Thefe pearls, fattened round 
the arm of Oliver, had the effect of a talifman upon 
him, or rather they became a real one ; for it was 
doubtlefs the magic power of love which gave the 
firfl: idea of a fupernatural enchantment. Oliver was 
very fenfible of the violent paffion he felt, and did 
not even endeavour to check it 5 but he was not the 
lefs faithful to honour and friendfhip. He reflected 
maturely upon his fituation, fcrupuloufly examined 
the duties which were impofed upon him, ^nd vowed 
to fulfil them all. He was well aware, that, inde- 
pendently of his friendfhip for Ifambard, and of 
the gratitude* which he owed him, a fecond mar- 
riage would ftill be criminal. He confidere.d, that 
all the felicity of a new union would.be every mo- 
ment impoifoned by this frightful thought : The bap* 
finefs I now enjoy % I owe to the death ofCelaqira $ who 
was- ajpiffinated by my hand! — Without that horrible 
crime> Beatrice would never have been my wife. — This 
reflection made him quake, and was ever prefent to 

** See" Memoirs of Chivalry, byMr.de St.£alaye. 
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his ihind. " No, no," faid he to hknfclf, "were: I 
not to find sC rival in thedeareftof friends and bro- 
thers, yet Beatrice -could never be mine; it is my 
duty to hide' from her for ever the fe&itimefl/U {he 
infpires, or at leaft to perfuadc her that they arife 
only from the remembrance ihe revives \ I .ought to, 
xxfe all the afcendancy I have over her in favour, of 
ifambard •; bnt I may be allowed to adore her in fe- 
■cret, and in this manner I may do fo without re? 
morfe. O Celanira, it is thou alone whom I love in 
her !— What other forin but thine could have been 
able ftill to fix my attention !-— What other fout, 
than thy angelic one, could have aflumed iuch em- 
pire over mine I — I ador,e her, becaufe I adore thee 4 
— Had thy remembrance been loft, would (he have 
been able to make this deep, this indelible impreffion 
upon my heart ? Had my dreadful fufferings, had 
my dark defpair detected the ardent paffion I che- 
rished for thee, I fhould have beheld Beatrice with 
indifference. But can I again find thee, without 
tranfport •?" — Thus did Oliver juftify a paflion which 
in faft was fo blended with the remembrance of Cela- 
Jiira that he could "not confider it as a new affection* 
The felicity of being ftill under the empire of love ; 
feeling his Ami again alive to the delicious impreffions 
of tendernefs j this new and powerful intereft which 
revived his attachment to life, enabled biin to confi- 
der the .painful facriikes he had impofed upon him- 
felf, if not without feme bitternefi, at leaft' without 
defpair; Sacrifices to which his mind had been ao 
cuftpmed fince the death of Cclanira, by considering 
fo often, that there was but one real evil in life, that 
of leaving the objeQ of his affections. In fine, he 
repeatedly concluded, that ,the happinefs of Beatrice 
and I&mbard fufficed to render him happy ; he re- 
marked, however, the growing inclination ofAxiana 
for his fflen4 wkh fecret fat isf action, which he Was 
unwilling to avow to himfelf $ but at the bottom of 
Vol. II. K fcw 
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&is i^art he conceived the hope that f famhard in 
time aright return the countefs'a paffion, and on this 
4**fideration he allowed himtelf to wifh that Bea* 
trite in1ght ftHl preferve her liberty. Thus did he 
let fitf opportunity of prating Axiana efeape him ; 
imd ef^eciklly^wheii Ifamfeard was within his hearing. 
- ' He teftified fuA admiration of that princefi, that 
n*ai*ir thought he \vas himfetf in love with her ; but 
the Mart: of Beatrice did not inkunderftand ail this 5 
4md "fh6 had iikewtfe discovered the fentiments of 
(Axfena. She determined to have an interview with 
3(fembard on this fubjeft $ and pne evening (he inr 
?ited*him to an interview in her ciofet. This unex- 
pected rendezvous gave more uneafinefs than joy to 
the 'Knight ef fheSWan. For forae time paft he had 
bbfervfcd the ducheft Warf much changed with regard 
to liitn i and, although he fhowed no preference to 
another! he obferved ah abfenee of mind and me- 
lancholy about her, whkh ftruck him exceedingly, j 
^pfcen'liad h6 refiifed-to give -admittance to the dif- 1 
'treffihg fufpicions, which afforded him a giimpfe of J 
'Ae^ruth; and he approached the ducheft with a J 
flolorous prefentiihent, which but too well prepared 
*is rmhd for the confidence fhe was going to rc- 
pofe in him. Me found her alone 5 at firft fhe feem- 
ed much embarraflfed ; after a fhort time, appearing 
t6 take courage, Q\& informed him (he was going to 
open her heart to 'him Without* any diiguife. She 
added,' that fhe «Was fenfiMe how extraordinary this 
ftep muft' appear^ tfhatfhe had; with great difficulty 
prevailed upbirherfclteo take 'it, but that (he hoped 
the mpft perfeA efleem- arid the fincereft friendfhip 
would plead in her excufc. After this introduction* 
flic declared Tier love* for Oliver, and related every 
thing that had pafled between them. . She dwelt par- 
ticularly upon the refufai which Oliver had made d 
her hand; and, above all, upon his, endeavours n 
recommend bb friend to her. « He' did ever) 
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thing, 1 ' continued fhf, " to make jpe^fe ft ypjj^ 
favour 5 every things eyeti to the acknpwledgmeqjt 
pf his misfortune and l his crim^. — And kripvijbg &[$; 
deplorable deftiny, I was' fepfiWe, with Ijim^that 
fidelity £o the memory of Celarijra was^ in jfaft, tfye 
moft faqred of duties. I c|o not pretend to hj f § love $ 
I (hall never be ; any thing jhore than £ fijler' to him 5 
but I cannot fix him near me but by giving Jjim ,tb£ 
title of hufband. Wluen . Jn the cpurft pi M*Pg hje 
ftiall know th^at this virtpous union fecurps the nap- 
pinefs of my life ; when he Ihalj fee well cp^iviiiced, 
that his prefehce and his friendfhip fuffice for. my 
felicity j when in Beatrice lie fhall ceafe %q fee £h]e - 
rival of Celanira, his vows, I am, perfuaded, prill ac- 
cord with mine, if the fentiments he • knows ypju 
entertain for me do not afford an invincible pbifocl^" 
— « O heavens !" cried Ifambard mpvrhfully, '** j^xzil 
I be an obftacle to the happiqefs of Beatrice aqd 
Oliver ! w — « Ah, generous Ifambard," retiirped the 
duchefs, " it depends but on you to make us ajl 
happy/' — " I have myfelf now renouniced happinefs 
for ever ! — But what can I do to contribute to yours ? 
Speak, madam, and at leaft do not' doubt of my obe- 
dience."— a Axiana paffionately loves you 5 I am 
well convinced pf itj the beauty, the virtue, the 
heroic qualities, of this illuftrious prin^cefs, Ihe glory 
with which {he is furrounded, render her worthy pf 
captivating a hero lij^e yourfelf. Beiides, £he is 
daughter to one of the moft illmtrious fucceflbrs pf 
the great.TPelagius, and widow to a prince who bore 
the fi^le of king." — u Ye$, madam," interrupted 
Ifambard, « I am aware how great a diftarice her 
birth and rank place between hqrfelfapd me $ I can 
coolly furvey the interval which Jeparates us, and I 
knov the whole extent pf it. But ajiow me to tell 
you, that being ready to immolate rnyfeJf for your 
fake, I am defirous at leaft tfeat my jacrifice fliould 
1^0% .be ajttr # ib^e4 to * ambition. I would refufe a 
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throne werelt offered mej and yet you may difpofe 
o£jny liberty : but there is-a furer and an eafier ex- 
pedient at hand. You wjfli to give me a wife ; I 
confent to take one.; but choofe her from among the 
ladies who are about your perfon. Point her out, 
madam ; and, if fhe will accept my hand, I will in- 
stantly lead her to the altar ; and I {wear to make 
her happy, and to conceal for ever from her the fitua- 
tion of my hear J." Atthefe Words, Beatrice, much 
atfefted, lifted her eyes; bathed Jn *ears, to Ifam- 
bard. w What are you propofing.4;o me *?" /aid fhe, 
« Can you imagine % me capable of fuch an abufe of 
that matchlefs generofity ?** — ".How, madana," re- 
< turned I&mbard, « Shall I not he certain, that the 
wife I fhould receiye fern your hands will be worthy 
of my efteem $ and can;l henceforth indulge hap- 
pier hopes ?-rI would {pare you .the en&arraflinent 
of directing jmy ,<£hoice, : were 1 myfelf . capable of 
} making a, reasonable one; but I have no intimacy 
here tJutwith three perfonsiwh^fe hearts are Engaged ; 
.with Delia, Amalberga, aad Sylvia. With the others 
:I am fcarcely acquainted ; you muft therefore guide 
my choice. The fimplicity with ., which IfanSbard 
explained himfelf addc^l fo jgreat a value to his un- 
bounded devotednefs,. tfcat the duchefs was unable to 
. exprefs vthe Jenfe ; of Jier; admiration and gratitude. 
She contemplated $Um in fileijce, and her tears gently 
t trickled down hfi* cheek. ''VCeafe," cried he, " to 
diftrefs yourfelf at ,my -co^ditior*. It s is true, the 
ipaffion you 4 rejeift r will end, only with my life ; but 
Oliver is -as dear /to me' as. my love itfelf ; that friend- 
ship, which has Jo long been the only paflion of my' 
heart, can never be weakened by any other attach- 
ment* .Oliver, though my rival, is ftill the moft 
affectionate, the moil generous, and the nobleft of 
men. Accuftomed fo many years to pride myfelf in 
bearing the name of his brother in arms, in admiring 
";^is exploits and his glory, interesting myfelf in 'his 
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fucceffes or bis pains, his happinefs may be at v%- 
nance with my inclinations and hopes, but he can- 
not deftroy mine, fince in him I fhall ever find con- 
folation. The excefs of his forrows has (6 clofety* 
cemented our union, that had lie never known Bea- 
trice* and ftie had 'offered me her hand on condition- 
of my feparating myfelf from him, I fhould have 
made the moft heroic facrifice to friendfbip, and the- 
moft trying that friendfhip coil Id ever experience." 
Unfortunate Oliver Twhoft bitter tears Ihave fa 
often wiped away. Ah, may : he^at length lofe the 
remembrance of Kis dreadful fufferings ! You alone, 
madam, can make him adequate compensation. — O 
how little will It-coft me to forget myfelf, 'if I fee t 
you happy in, each other ."— " Ah," cried Beatrice* 
u Oliver furely ought to prefer fuch a friend to alt- 
other confiderations , and it will be out of my power 
to confole him for the Sacrifices which ' you would- 
make for his fake."— Ifambard was going to reply > - 
but at this mftlaAt aoptfge entered the cloftt to in- 
form the duchefs, that "a courier had juft announced 
the arrival of count Thederic, and the troops fent 
by Charlemagne. Beatrice requefted Ifambard to go- 
immediately in queft of Oliver and the other French 
Knights, in order to accompany them to meet the * 
Imperial general. 



CHAPTER XXH. 
A CONFLAGRATION. 
£e m*men£ titt peril eft celui-de Tamour. 
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AT the inftant in which the- French knights af-> 
fembted by Ifambard were fettmg off to meet count" 
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Thedetic, the fdund <ft Ad fi6rn atfndiinced hfc 
arrival l'ney naftened to the" grand court of the 
palace; sihd thdf e they ihdt Thederic, who ieffificd' 
the" gfeateft defight on feeing his brave country- 
men. A$ the/ ^ere entering the drawing-room, 
one of t&e pages of Thederic, breaking through* the 
crowd With great dagerriefs, threw h'irnfetf into the 
arms of Oliver, who, with pleafure and! furp^ife, re- 
cognised Mirva, the adoptive child of Diaulas and 
Ordalia, whom he had delivered from the tyranny 
of the ferocious Rotbold. Thederic informed Oliver, 
that Ordalia and Diaulds, having fafely arrived at 
the court of Charlemagne^ had [been received with, 
tranf^ort by Witikind j that,' after Haying emfcracecf 
dhriftlanity, they conceiyedf it their duty tier renew,; 
ih a public manner, the facted vows or marriage and 
the adaption of Mirva i.thaf' the latter, on feeing 
Thederic preparing to march to the fuccour of the 
duchefs of Cleves, had fhewn fb ftrohg a delgre to 
accompany liim in the expedition,, and there to 
make his firff effay ih arms, that his adoptive parents* 
yielding to his inftances, had prevailed upon them- 
felves to part with him, and truft him to the care of 
Thederic*. After this explanation, Thederic deli- 
vered to Oliver a letter from Witikind, Oliver re- 
tired to his chamber to perufe it \ and in this lettep 

"•" It was a common praelite in theft times to fend children of 
that age into the army, or to the befieging of a place. This exam- 
ple has fince often been renewed ; and even in our own times. 
Thcyoungeft of niy unlortuaite pvpHs (Mr, di Beaujolois) ha* 
made his firft campaign in the prefent war. He has been in feveral 
bloody campaigns: and .difplayed all the tranquillity and noble 
courage, which,' anldng fo many other virtues, ft> eminently diftin- 
guilh his brothers ; and he was then but in his eleventh year. — What 
children, what young people of fcheii* age, have fliown more courage, 
a<5Hvity, and seal (and, I may venture to fay, talents) ; more difin- 
tereftednefs and love of their country ? — And what has been their 
recornpeftfe J—Tht reader will pardon a rcfie&ioo, which i» cer- 
tainly out of, its place here} but alas! how many things revive the 
regret which arifes fromib natural and keen a for row f 
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He fbtffld nhe moft pwerful icinifolaiibns** Wjtiktad 
expreffed all the gratitude which he felt towards ; the 
deliverer df hi* iofi j and he added,, that this event 
atone cotfld foftefc h£& misfortunes,, arid &tt attack 
hkw to litfe. Aft^r having read the letter, which he 
wet with his tea**, Oliver returned to; the drawingr 
room. He there found ever^ one taken up -with 
young Mirvav The duchefs, being informed of his 
ftory, had requefted Thederie to give up this charm- 
ing child to her cafe ; and it had been juft arraagdd,- 
that he {hotikfc aft as one tff the duchefs 's pages during 
the reft of iht fiegev Mirva, at the knee of Beatrice, 
airiufed her bra fpfrighlMiitffc and engaging finvpiick^ 
of manners, whkh 3\e had never ©bferved in any 
ether chikh Educated fa* from courts, and totailf 
unacquainted 1 with etiquette, he had ndi idea of • the- 
inequality of rank * he Was capable, however, of pe* 
ftrve, for he rd^afted age > but he knew not what 
timidity was, Among all about him, Theobald was 
the Only petfon with whom be was not familiar. Tfta 
good old man wanted to embrace him * said Mirv*. 
kiffed his hahd with the etfpreffion of the deepeft 
veneration. The jouth and beauty, of Beatrice had 
rtot inspired t&e (arfte fefttiment ; feelingly torched 
at her carefle^.he gave Way, without conftraimrj; 
to his fenfibHky. ©Ftvet* could not obferve without 
fecret gratitude iht attentions which Beatrice fhowed 
ft) KErva ; h£ wa* coftfcious of t&e part he himfeif 
(hatred in that- tended e&iicerrs. Often dkf Beatrice^ 
a* fhefrea*d or looked at the child,, endeavour t<^ 
difguife by a fcrite, the'emotion he had inspired. Sh4- 
would appear te> be ]Slayhig attd jefting with him, ye? 
would her eyes overftoW with teats* Oliver read 
her heart; he perceived ffie Wa* fond of dweltiurg 
upon an object v/hich retofoded her of the generous 
attton of the deliverer 0f Diaula*. 

Wheri-fupper Was ended, Otiver, inftead df retiring 
*> reft, walked into the garden. It was now t*# 
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early port of the month of May ; the beauty of the 
Slight and the dearnefs of the moonfliine awoke a 
thoufand tender and painful ideas in his mind* He 
wandered a long time among the terraces which fur* 
round the caftle, and at length fat himfelf down on a 
bench facing the palace, and juft oppofite the apart- 
ment of the duchefs. There looking a$ Beatrice's 
chamber windows,. «* O tranfient and brilliant days 
of happmefs," cried he, €t ifpr me you. will be renew- 
ed no more ! Never fhall I again tafte the dear de- 
light of thofe interviews, which mutual confidence 
and love rendered inexhauftible and ever new. Hence- 
forward fhall my life wafte away without the engag- 
ing incident of the hour of affignation ! Bereaved of 
hope, and condemned to filence, my imagination 
fhall no more indulge the pleafing dreams of delicious 
expectation, or my lips again pronounce the foft vow 
of loving for ever. Such is my deftiny, and nothing 
can alter it- Yet I have not loft all* I admire with 
enthuiiafm, I love to idolatry, there ftill exifts a foul 
whofe fentiments are refponfive to miner. Alas ! that 
tender heart may juftly accufe me of ingratitude F 
But, can Beatrice be unacquainted with aiy fenti- 
ments ? Her own, together with fo many proofs of 
pure and delicate affection, muft fiirely convince her 
of the empire ihe has acquired • over me ! — No, ra- 
ther let her for ever remain ignorant of my unhappy 
attachment. Such is my wiih, and fuch my resolu- 
tion !" — As Oliver thus fpoke, his face was bathed in 
tears : — He fell into a reverie, and with his eyes ftedf 
faftly fixed upon the walls which furrounded the du- 
chefs, he remained more than two hours in uninter- 
rupted contemplation. # At length he thought of re- 
tiring to his room, when cafting his eyes towards the 
top of the gallery which communicated with the 
apartment of the duchefs, he perceived a thick vo- 
lume of fmoke, which, proceeding from the roof, 
appeared of the blackeft hue, coritrafted as it was 
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wfth the azure of a clear and ftrene iky. At the : 
fame inftant the flames broke through the tiling, 
which began to feparate and tumble from the roof. 
Oliver ruined into the palace ; he was unacquainted 
with the private paffege to the duchefs's room ; he 
knew of no other entrance than through the gallery, 
and without any hefitation lie determined to pafs' it, 
ft was now two in the morning j the apartments of the 
jJrincefs formed a wing of th# caftle, which was only 
decupled by the ladies, of the court* the domeftics,^ 
2nd the guards, the knights and the .'other inha- 
bitants of thecaftle lodged iri pavilions fepftratdd from 
the palace by large* courts and long terraces $ all wa» c 
funk in profound fleep; The centinelsf however, 
who were upon'the watch, perdeivihg the flames, fent 
out the foldiers-of the guard, and gave the fignal of 
alarm. Oliver heard the figiial, but he had now. 
traVerfed half of the gallery. - The conflagration- 
increafed^with aftonifhing rapidity, and had already 
reached the door of the princeifsV chamber. The 
thicknefs of the fmoke, the violence of the flames, 4 
the falling in\of the. walls, rendered "the pafling of 
the gallery* equally perilous and difficult. Oliver, as 
he went along it, cried ; ont with a loud voice to the* 
duchefs, to make her efcape through a back ftair- 
cafe. At the voice of Oliver, Beatrice awoke; ilie 
fprung from her bed in terrour, and. had juft time 
to throw a.muflin undrefs over her fhouiders. At 
this inftant her door opened, flie faw the gallery all 
on fire, and the Knight of the Swan in the mid ft of 
the flames ! He darted towards her, feized her hand, 
and drew her towards the other door of the cham- 
ber. Beatrice, all aftonifhed, led him to the head 
of the fmall ftair-cafe ; and there, being no longer 
able to fupport herfelf upon her trembling legs, fh'e 
ftaggered, and appeared ready to fink on the floor. 
Oliver fnatched her inhis arms, ran down the ftairs^ 
went through a paflage, and 1 opened a door which 
• ; K ! 3 - - led 
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led to "a terrace. Apprehending the deftruftiori.o? 
the whole palace, he was anjxiqiis to remove the ,(ta- 
chefs to Tome diftance/and determined upon carrying 
her to Axi3ha*s pavilion \ and for this purpofe it. 
was heccfiary to crofs a, corifiderable pari of the gar- 
den. Beatrice had not fainted 3 way, but. tli^ emo- 
tion /he felt, anct the terrour with which {He was 
icizeclt, deprived her fof all powier of motion and 
fpeech.. Oliver, for the firft time now Forgetting all 
his forrows; and transported with the pureft delight, 
neverthele(s experienced a painful embarrafenent on 
perceiving Beatrice half naked in his arms. Ah! 
who can define true love, and fay what contrary fen- 
timents it is able to^rpjiuce ! — Oliver preyed to, bis 
heart the woman he^ctored, and the mo A teautifot 
Woman in the univerfe, ^nd yet lie would rather 
have feen her walk By his fide* ^he negligent .and 
difordered condition, in which he beheld her, wound- 
ed the idolatrous veneration he had for her * 9 he bore 
her with fuperftitious refpeft, venturing neither to 
prefs her in his arms, nor to look at her ; it feemed 
%s if he were fearful of profaning the objtft of his 
fecret worfhip. He gently laid down his lovely bur- 
den at. the foot of a tree, thirty paces diftant from 
Axkna's pavilion; and then fell upon his knees, 
and joining his hands together, lifted theni to hea- 
ven* tie remained filent, but the rays of the moon 
fell upon his face, apd Beatrice obferved every fea- 
ture . brighten with the moft pafliqnate expreffion ot 
fatisfaftion and love. She faw jey for the iirft tima 
beam from his eye, and never did, the interefeng 
countenance of her lover appear before to fiich an 
jidvantag^. " O my deliverer.,* cr)ed fhe* « I may 
henceforth be proud of my exigence, I owe it to you. 
1 jnay bo*, furely be allowed to declare th6 tendered 
oJF fentunents, the fentiment* of unbounded grati- 
iudc.*— On uttering thefe words in,, broken accents. 
fetptrice helcf forth her h^ad/ Oliver, Xvho was ftill 
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eta his knees, feized and pfsflsd ft with tranfporfc 
At this inftant-the dot>r of Axi&na's pavilion opened 
"Return to the palace*" feid Beatrice, « I am w>r ; 
deed under no appreheniion fof my friends tbere* 
feecsufe ray apartments only are contiguous to th? * 
gallery; but fee whether necciary.meafur^s fe^vf 
Seen taken taqucnch the fire, mid return ft? rae tr 
Axiana's pavilion. At thefe wpr<ds Oliver arpfe, 
and withdrew in h'asfie, for be perceived th* couateft 
herfelf advancing towards Beatrice. Upon the fignaj 
<rf alarm, every one in the caftle had arifen* and air 
moft all the knights were already under aj7i#s, m~ 
tending to haften to the rfcrnparfs* foppofing the figf 
nal announced an attack of the enemy* Axknf* bad ' 
conceived the fame idea; but fhe was foon ur*ief- 
ceived by the appearance of tie flames,, and by^saeetr 
ing the duchefe- -' The two prinoeffes retfred to the 
pavilion ; a great number ©f people quickly repair^4 
fucceffively thkher to raakfc inquiries after 'Beatrice 5 
and from them fhfe learned that the. &tt had befcn 
flopped, but that it had comiminkated kfelfr'tQ'iie* 
chamber, and the wall agaifift w&kft bej^bfcd -was : 
placed had fallen' in.- This c«ciM«ft»nce ggtfe Bea* 
trfce feeret delight j fl*c confideredl, thtej -had not 
(he^becn awakened by the cries of ^Hvisr, nothing 
could havfc preserved her life ; and Lwefomdrm? 
expreflible plcafur*e in the recital of every particular} - 
which could aggravate the idea of the danger ft*s - 
had efcaped. 

In tike mean while, the day began to appear^ and 
Oliver did not return ; and now a new figqal of 
alarm was heard, and the cry of To arias ! inftandy 
followed. The etfemy • taking advantage of the difi- 
order? atifing from the conflagration, had made r a- * 
fudden attack upon the ramparts. Axiana r and 
the knights who wdre prefent «i the pavilion, iallicd 
forth inhafte. Mlrvaniftied forwards to accompany 
tfcero, faying he was going to join OJivt&r, and that - 
* * - " 1*' 



164 THE KNIGHTS OF 

he would feparate from him no more ;_but the trem- 
bling duchefs flopped him a moment to make him 
. promife he would return every quarter of an hour, to 
bring her an account of the aflault. Mirva promifed 
to obey her,, and then ran to join the combatants* 
Beatrice (hut herfelf up in a ^rlofet with Amalberga, 
Delia, and Sylvia. In her prefent ftate the duchefs 
found her fole confolation in the fociety of thofe three 
ladies, and chiefly of the two laft, who betrayed a 
concern equal to her own. Bathed with tears, and in 
the arms of her friends, fhe counted every moment, 
and. ftartled at the leaft noife> Axiana's pavilion, 
however, was fitaate in fuch a manner, that nothing 
which pa{Ted on the ramparts could be heard from it ; 
but the expectation of news made the duchefs fhudder 
every time a door was opened, or the ipund of foot- 
fteps were heard in the adjacent chambers. Often 
would (he arife and liften on the fiair-cafe ; and when 
fhe Jmagined fhe diftinguifhed the hafty footfteps of 
Mirva, or the arrival of a courier, her fpirits failed 
her; fhe was ready to fink ; and when fhe had lif- 
tened'fora while with anxious, but unavailing atten- 
tion, fhe grew terrified at the long filence, and her 
tears flowed with new bitternefs. At other moments 
fhe invoked the fupreme Being with all that fublime 
and confqlatory fervour .which fentiment gives to 
piety 5 her pure and angelic fouf was then alive to 
hope. After making a long prayer, fhe felt her cou- 
rage revive ; but foon fhe began to relapfe by degrees 
into all the agony of grief. At the end of a tedious 
hour, fhe difpatched a page to the ramparts ; he re- 
turned to inform her, that Thederic, having afiem* 
bled the French troops he had brought, had repaired 
tq the fpot where the Knights of the Swan were com- 
bating ; that thefe' troops, on recogniflng Oliver, had 
exprefTed their joy by redoubled acclamations, and 
that the Knights of the Swan, having requefted 
count Thederic to entiuft two hundred of thefe fol* 
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diers under their command, had juft made a Tally at 
jthe head of that little troop. This intelligence ferved 
only to increafe the diftrefs of Beatrice 5 each mo- 
ment brought new alarms ; fhe returned to the pa- 
lace ; the fire was. entirely gotten under, but the 
duchefs furveyed the gallery in order to have an idea 
of the dreadful peril from which Oliver had delivered 
her. She remained more than an hour among ths 
ruins of her apartment ; fhe was unable to quit the 
fpot ; fhe ftill fancied fhe beheld Oliver there fur- 
rounded with the flames, walking over the burning 
rafters, and braving the -mo ft terrible dangers to haften 
to her relief. 

From the palace were heard the fhouts of the com- 
batants; but this frightful noife did not produce upon 
Beatrice its accuftomed effect. She knew that Oliver 
was not upon the ramparts. At length, at noon, a 
great tumult was heard, and the defeat of the enemy, 
who, being driven from the fortifications, had given 
way on all fides, was announced. She demanded in 
great trepidation an account of the Knights of the 
Swan, and was informed, that their little troop had 
made an unexpected attack upon a large corps of re- 
fer ve, commanded by Hartrad, count of Thuringia ; 
that the Knights of the Swan had been feen purfuins 
the vanquifhed over the plain, and that Thederic and 
the other French knights, together with Grimaldo, 
the four fons of duke Aimon, and a great number of 
foldiers, had juft gone down thither to prevent the 
Knights of the Swan from being enveloped by the 
troops repul fed from the ramparts. A quarter of an 
hour after it was announced to the princefs, that their 
victorious party was entering the caftle with a great 
multitude of prifoners. At this inftant the door fud- 
denly opened, and young Mirva came running into 
the room quite out of breath, crying out as he en- 
tered, w We .have beaten your enemies •, the Knights 
,of the Swan fcave attacked the troops of Hartrad. 

* Ifambarcl 
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ITambard Has flain the count of ThuringJa % alt the 
men are made prifoners-; the conquerors are bringing* 
them to the caftle." Upon this the happy Beatrice 
(hatched Mirva to her arms, and embraced hini with 
tears of joy* " Come," faid Mirva, " confe and fee 
our warriors return <y !' what a fine fight it is !"-^ 
Thus fpeaking, he drew the princefs along. Being: 
arrived; on the' grand ftaircaft of the court, the 
duchefs ftartled as fte diftinguifhed the cries of the 
cdnquerorsj and on hearing fongs of joy. She afked 
Mirva, who the troops were who were thus tinging. 
" They are the French foidiers)" replied Mirva ; . 
-««' and they arc finging the fong. of Oliver, which iV 
always their coftom before and after a viflory.'* — Bea^ 
trice heard the Ikies refound with the dear name of 
Oliver, and the triumph, which thefe . fongs cele- 
brated, now appeared a thoufand times more glorious 
and fplendid; At length the viftorious warriors ar- 
rived ; Oliver, covered with duft and blood,. pre- 
ceded all the reft: This was to announce to nhe 
duchefs, thatlfambardhad killed the count of Thtf- 
rihgia. " Without the death oTHartrad," continued 
he, "his troops would not Jiave laid down their* 
arms ;. thus*, madams it is my brother who has deli- 
vered you fromfo formidable an enemy, .and it is to 
him you owe the moft important fuccefs of this me- 
morable day." — " Ah, feigriior," interrupted R?a- 
trice, turning pale, ." your armour is bloody, you are^ 
wounded !" Oliver in fact had received a flight 
wound; but, observing the diftrefs of the duchefs, 
he affured her that his clothes were ftained only, with 
the blbod of the enemy. As foon as the other 
knights arrived, Oliver withdrew, retired to his 
chamber to have his wounds drefled, and after a few 
hours repofe he returned to the faloon. The court' 
was not yet anembled : one of the pages of Beatrice 
came to inform Oliver, that the princefs wifhed to 
fee him, and was waiting Tor him in he* cldfev Oli- 
ver 
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\ter haa juft pafled three hours alone, and' in the in~ 
dulgerice of his own reHeftions ; he had ruminated 
upon' tHe events or* the day 5 he dwelt particularly 
upon that moment in which,, after the efcape from the 
palace, Beatrice, at the foot of the tree, had ex*- 
prefljld her gratitude in fo tender and hnpaffioned 
a manner. Oliver was perfuaded that, had it not been 
for the fudden arrival of Axiana, he would not have 
been able to diftemble the fentiments of his heart* 
Knowing his own weaknefs, and the danger of fuch 
tender interviews, he renewed the vows which honour 
and friendfhip demanded, and he made the virtuous 
refolution to put an end to all Beatrice's hopes, by 
perfuadihg her, that he was no longer fufceptible of 
a new paffion $ that he had for her an exalted admi- 
ration only ; and that the refemblance fKe bore to Ce- 
la&ira was the fole cauie of the diforder ihe had fo 
often noticed in his demeanor. 

Beatrice, on his entering the clofet, viewed him 
ior fome minutes with the mdft tender looks of con* 
cern \ the fatigues of the day, the wound he had re- 
ceived,, and above all, the conflict of paffions which 
Eatt juft been tearing his breaft, had ftrongly im- 
printed upon his face the traces of fbrrow and pain. 
Tears" of gratitude trickled down Beatrice's cheek as 
{he obferved that his hair was finged. — She remained 
a long while unable to fpeak ; at laft ihe broke filence, 
She recapitulated, with enthufiaftic warmth, all he 
had done for her ; and me exprefled what fee felt 
without afcy degree of conftraint. Oliver replied in 
a refpeftful manner, but Jus referved deportment 
chilled the foul of Beatrice. After a moment's re- 
fle&ion,, « Hear me,* faid ffie, " I can no louger 
exift without knowing the ftate of your heart. — I can 
yield to all your inclinations, I can facrifice ray deareft 
proje&s to your fcruples ; but it is impoffible for me 
to fu£gort any longer the fufpenfe which tortures my 
foui. v All! it you love me, whatever may be "your 

refolution*> 
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refolutions, I am not to be lamented. — Speak, Oliver, 

is it folely to your generofity, that I am indebted for 
the important fervices-you have rendered me';, for fo 
many affefting proofs qf unbounded attachment and 
devotednefs ?" At this painful and terrible queftion, 
the unhappy Oliver felt his heart ready to burft ' r but 
calling forth all his virtue, he had the courage' to re* 
ply, in a firm manner, that fince the death of Cefe- 
nira his foul was for ever inacceffible. t6 love. He en«r 
deavoured to {often this pofitive declaration, By the 
aflurances of the deepeft fenfe of admiration. Bea- 
trice, quickly ihterrupting-him, €€ Ah, cruel Oliver,* 
exclaimed fhe, " why have you fnatched me from 
death ?" — At thefe affecting words, Oliver, all dif- 
trac~ted, fell at the feet of Beatrice •, the dochefs 
arofe, and withdrawing herfelf from him, (f At leaft," 
faid fhe, " fpare me the fatal repetition of feelings 
which have fo often led me aftray. — Go, Oliver, be 
not afraid of having humbled my pride : I deplore my 
weaknefs, but I need not bluffi at it ; it is ennobled 
and juftified by your ferVices and favours. I have 
neither the inclination nor the right to complain of 
you ; it is true, and I mtift confefs it, that I thought 
you loved me, and I upbraid myfelf with that error •, 
for I ought to have imagined, that in a foul like 
yours, compaffion and generality could produce what 
was never before infpired but by love." On faying 
this, the duchefs advanced towards one of the doors 
of her clofet, and after taking a few fteps flxe re- 
turned, and finding Oliver in the fsyjn.e place, ab- 
fbrhed in grief and ftili upon his knees, fhe. made 
him arife, and told him, in a hafty manner, that 
having taken a concern in the happinefs of Zemni, 
and knowing that he was enamoured with Sylvia, who 
loved him again, fhe would charge herfelf with his 
fortune, and folicit the confent of Theobald to their 
nuptials", but that fhe would not take fuch a ftep till 
flie had firft mentioned her intentions to Oliver. 

After 
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After this explanation Beatrice abruptly left the room, 
without aiking or waiting for any reply. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 
THE SCISSORS. 

— — O doux moment dliorrenr empo'ifoimes I 
Cher et fatal objet de doulevr et de joic ! 

Alzire dt VoLTAlH. 

OLIVER quitted the apartment in a ftate of de& 
peration, and retired to his own chamber, where he 
{hut himfelf up to give free courfe to his lamenta- 
tions and tears. An hour before fupper-time Ifatn- 
bard knocked at his door. Oliver recognifed the' 
voice of his friend, and that voice made a foft im- 
preffion upon his heart. Oliver had juft been making 
a facrifice to the memory of Celanira, which was, 
truly heroic, and above all to friendfhip, and he felt 
that the prefence of Ifambard would prove a great 
confolation to him ; and, in fact, during the reft of 
the evening, he did not experience that fecret em* 
barraflment, with regard to his friend, which, in 
fpite of his endeavours, had oppreffed him for fome 
time paft : far from fhunning his looks he delighted 
in meeting th^m, and peace and calmnefs feemed to 
revive in his foul every time he caft his eyes upon 
him. 

The next morning Oliver walked out early with 
Mirva upon the ramparts 5 the intrepidity which that 
boy had difplayed the preceding day, had rendered 
him as interefting as he was before amiable. Mirva, 
befide. being the object of the princefs's tendereft 
carefies, appeared particularly engaging in the eyes of 

Oliver. 
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Oliver. The knight was defifotts df giving him ftfr 
fons in the art of war, and k was with this view that 
he took him to infpeft the fortifications* Mirva- was 
a fenfible, courageous* and affectionate child : h: 
was very fond of Oliver, and {landing by him upon 
a baftion, he was liftening with great attention to his 
inftru&ions, when the kaighfc was fuddenly wounded 
by two ft ones which were hurled from the plain. The 
one falling upon his breafty laid open the wound he 
had received the foregoing day % the other ftruck him 
upon the left fhoulder, Mirva eould not refrain from 
tears on Teeing Oliver's blood trickle, down \ he ap- 
plied his handkerchief to the wound, and the Knight 
of the Swan, leaning upon the boy,, returned back to 
the caftiev Fearful of meeting Beatrice upfcm the ter- 
race, he took a circuitous and folitary road; Ht 
Walked flowly, for he was in great pain, andfufferci 
particularly from the conitufion he had juftrecerred 
in his fhoulder ;. his arm was already prodigiotnly 
fwelledj and tortured him exceedingly, fte pro- 
ceeded in a fofcrowful manner; when, at the ttrmmg 
6f a walk, he perceived the duchefs and Syivra thirty 
paces off coming to meet him. It was impoffiMe notf 
to fhun them. Beatrice had caff her eyes ; upon him, 
fiie had observed how pale he was*> had feen the blood 
which framed his garments, and feized with grief and 
terror, fhe haftily approached him. Other was fo 
diftrefled, that, being no longer able to firpport hrm* 
felf upon his tottering legs, he fat down upon a bank. 
fieatricei out of breath* with fea*% queftioned Mirva. 
" The wound," replied the child,. « he received yef- 
terday has opened afrefh." — " How," returned Bea- 
trice, " was he wounded yefterday ?"— «« Alas, he 
was, but he forbade nie to mention it to you.*— <« Ah, 
Mirva! run, fly to\the palace, and bring H$ fuccour/ 
— Upon this, Oliver aflured her he was able to walk 
to the caftle. He then endeavoured to arife, bet 
fiink. down again*, and Mirva. fet off and dtfappeared 
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in an lnftant. 6fiver protfrfted t6 Beatrix, that his' 
wound was triffing, and that his pain was only ocea- 
fioned by thfe blow he had received on the fhoulder 
and the iwellirig of his arm, u If that be true," faid* 
Beatrice, ** you wilt obtain immediate eafe, by laying; 
open the fleeve of your c6at." On faying this, the 
du chefs took a pair of fciitbrs out of her pocket. OH-. 
ver turned pile. " In the name of heaven, madam,* 
cried he, " deign to leave me^— No, I cailnot al- 
low —" He could fay no more * y but observing that: 
the clttchefs did not fiften to him, and that fixe was> 
going to cut open his fleeve, his embarf aliment and( 
emotion, together with the extreme pain he felt, 
Wereliicli', that: his ftrength entirely failed him, and : 
lje fainted away in the arms of the terrified princefs* 1 
Love infphred the duchefs with ! refolutioh. ; Sylvia ak- 
flfFed her in Supporting the knight : fhe then kneK 
down, antf taking hold iof his left arm, fhe cut opeit 
the fleeve of his coat, and uncovered part of the 
limb. On examining his arm, fhe inftantly perceived,, 
by the colour and tenfion of the fkin^. that it was 
ftrongly compreffed by a bracelet j fhe fighed, oa 
concluding fhe was going to difcover fome former 
pledge of the tendernefs of Celanira. B?ing defi- 
rous of untying the bracelet in order to give Oliver 
relief, fhe cut the fleeve entirely* open ; but what was 
her furprife at finding her own pearl necklace ! — This- 
difcovery, which left no doubt refpe&ing the fenti- 
ments of Oliver, tranf^orted Beatrice with admira- 
tion, gratitude, and delight, and at the fime time ag- 
gravated the alarming difquietude fhe was under at the 
lituation of her lover. " O, thou moft virtuous and; 
rood affectionate of men," exclaimed fhe, fheddingr 
a torrent of tears, " fhall I believe my own eyes ?■ — 
What ! thy heart then was in unifcn with mine ! — 
Am I loved then by Oliver ? — Alas, and in what a 
moment do I make the difcovery !— When he has re- 
ceived perhaps a mortal wound ' % when* overwhelmed 

wit* 
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'with love and terror, I am fpeaking to him,, am call- 
ing to him, in. vain T — When preffing him in my arms 
and moaning over him, I am beholding the frightful 
ftillnefs of death fpread over his pale and disfigured' 
countenance !" — Oa uttering thefe exclamations, fhe 
untied the two rows of, pearls.} and at the fame in- 
ftant Oliver opened his eyes, wid feeing the bracelet 
in the hands of the duchefs,.'" What,** criecT he 
mournfully, " are you taking it back?""—" Yes," re* 
plied fhe, " but only to reftore it again^and to. renew 
the "inviolable vows which I made when*! firft gave it 
you by ftealth, without daring to make a tender of 
ft !*| Beatrice was ftill fpeaking when Sylvia. obferved, 
that feveral perfons were coming from the caftle and' 
advancing toward them* The duchefs wiped away 
the tears which bathed- her lovely cheeks, and the- 
Knight of the. Swan, as disturbed and affefted as her- 
felf, received the precious necklace 4 , and, in order 
to.hideit, haftenedtoput it in his bofom. 



CHAPTER' 
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-CHAPTER XXTV- 
J LOVER CURED. 

Monttre ! qui {ur mon'cceur ufurpas tant d'empire, 
Qui dan* I* art de trompermis tant de profondeur! 

Jc i»e demand** point a ce ciel irritc, 
. <Qu'tl*ha£ettoi) tre*pas ft long-tern s«meritc, 
Ni qu*il tc'livre encore a l'horreur du fupplice. 
Un plus long chatiment t'eft du^par fa juflice. 
Ah ! pour te mieux punir de tant d'atrocites, 
Qu'il te laiffe de» jours fletris et deteftes, 
i^u'il grave for ton front ton caradtere infame 
Avec des traits affreirc-et xligne de ton ame-; 
Ou phtt6t pour offrir plus d'horreur a la fois, 
•Qu'il te montre aux -huroahvs tetic -que je te vois. 

Jiarntveltdc Mr, De La Harp&* 

WHILST love and faithful frlendfhip gave birth to 
fuch affecting fcenes pf tendernefs and heroifm in the 
court pf Beatrice,, the camp of. the allied princes was 
,more.than ever the prey to all the evils which difcord 
and hatred heceflarijy produce. The prince of Greece 
liad already announced his intentions of withdrawing 
from the alliance x>f the confederates. The allies had 
recourfe to reproaches, they accufed Conftantine of 
perfidy and bafeneft. The prince of 'Greece ftill per-' 
fifted in his*ref6lution r ; he confidered with great rea- 
fon, that when a prince has had the misfortune to 
undertake an wnjuft war, both honour and humanity 
jrequire him to facrifice every thing in order to break 
fo fatal an engagement; for thefe murderous leaguesj 
thefe belligerent alliances, are nothing more than 
horrible aflbciations, whenever they are not made for 
-the mere purpofe of defence. It is the intereft of a 
•nation which juftifies them, and equity alone renders 
them -inviolable. In the mean while Adalgife, who 

was 
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was Xtill tormented with his paffion for Armofledc, 
^eafily guefied fhe inhabited the court of Beatrice, be- 
caufe the Knights of the? Sw*$ wfre_>there ; for he 
had no doubt but that Ifambard was her lover. Being 
engaged to depart with the prince of Greece, who 
was now preparing for his return to Conftantinople, 
Adalgife formed the project of carrying off Armo- 
flede. By dint of at ten tixm; and inquiry, he at length 
difcovered, that fhe lived in a lonely habitation 
iituate a few miles from the caftle. He difgutfed him- 
felf in the iabit of a ruftic, and fecretiy repaired to 
the vicinity of the place. He concealed his at- 
tendants in a neighbouring wood, and retired to a 
cottage inhabited by an old man and his fon. The 
latter frequently went to Armoflecle's houfe with ve- 
getables and flowers. Adalgife communicatee! to him 
his defire of introducing himfelf into the houfe, de- 
claring, that he was in love with the raiftrefs of it; 
and he accompanied this information with a fum of 
money, which inspired the peafant with the.ftfcvogeft 
defire to ferve him. This young man confefled in 
turn, that he had an intrigue with Armoflede's fer- 
vant j " but it is not for love," added he, " for this 
fervant, who fucceeded to the little pretty maid, was 
neither young nor bayidfome, but fhe has made me 
fo'many advances, and the liberality of her miftrefs 
enables her to give me fo much money, that I could 
not withftand it. She gives me frequent affiliations, 
and always fn the night. 'I repair at the appointed 
tour to the little door of the kitchen garden. The 
fervant -comes to open it, afterwards fhe leaves me 
alone in the garden, and tells me to rerpain there till 
a certain fignal made at her window inform;* me I 
may go to her chamber, without rifle of being;, met by 
any mother domeftics. In this manner we fee one ano- 
ther, and I have promised to go .^hither ttis very 
night." Adamite, upon this, entreated the young 
man tc» a}l*>w hu» to tafce fcis placed, ^^ peafant 

made 
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*na4« W»y difficulties ; hut a purfe filled wkhgoW 

quickly removed every fcruple. - At midnight, after 

having fettled bis plan, Adaigife attended at the door 

of the garden. In the courfe of a few minutes he 

beard fome footfteps \ a gentle knocking wa$ {hen 

made againft t£e wall. He replied to the fignal ; the 

■dopr ha)f ppenedj and he entered abruptly into the 

garden. Immediately feizing the fervant by the arm 

and Jhowing a dagger, he threatenecHo kill her if flie 

made the Jeaft noife. The terrified girl topk him far 

a robber, but promifed implicit obedience, ' Adaigifc 

.then ordered Jier to lead him to Armoflede's chamber* 

with all the necefTary precautions and privacy. 

" Fear nothing," faid the maid in a low voice, ** the 

other ftrvants are afleep, and my miftrefs cannot heap 

us." Thus faying the led him Into the apartment of 

Armoflede, Adaigife found a light in the room, but ' 

Armoflede was not there. « Where then is thy mif- 

tr<efs ?" faid Adaigife. At this queftion the fervant 

appeared confounded. " Hear me," returned he» 

giving her a few pieces of gold, " I am no thief, I 

want only to fee Armoflede ; if thou do what thou 

^irt defined, I will reward thee liberally ; if not — " 

*' Well, Seignior/' faid the maid interrupting him, 

« I am going to tell you the truth. My miftrefs Js 

in my chamber. "•*-« How ?" — *« She expects my lover 

there, fcr it is ihe who pays him, and- who receives 

him ewery night." At thefe words Adaigife fliudderftl 

- and turned pale, but almoft in the fameinftant began 

to upbraid himfelf for his credulity, thinking it was 

hig¥y improbable, that Armoflede, who was to 

amiable, ft> young, and fp handfome, could be capa- 

~hte of fpch bafenefe, « What an abfurd ftory," r?- 

£u&i#d he h g i *p4 how can the peafent imagine, that 

& » thm wb# giwft frim this rendezvous ?"*-,-*■- 

*' fkigriw, t&ew fc no light in the chainher where 

Ar««tode receipts him." Upon thjs reply Adaigife 

itowc8*4 h# &wl&£Si ^mmm fri>n> head to foot 

the 
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the fhrivelled and faded figure of forty years old, who 
was fpeaking to him- €€ Let us lofe no time," faid 
he, " if it be true that Armofiede is in thy chamber, 
I can only believe it by feeing her there m 9 come, lead 
me to her." On faying this, he took a flambeau, and 
obliged the fervant to conduct him. She led him up 
to the garret, and there fhowed him a fmall door, 
making a fign .that that was her room. Adalgife 
locked the maid in the garret ; afterwards, with the 
flambeau in one hand and the dagger in the other, he 
fuddenly opened the door he had been fliown,- and 
found himfelf in a- little chamber. At the fame in- 
ftant a voice, which proceeded from a fmall conch 
placed oppofite the door, cried -out, O heavens! a 
light 1 Immediately a hideous figure ftarted from the 
bed. In this movement fhe ran againft a chair, and 
ftumbling fell upon the floor with her face towards 
the ground. Her night-cap had faHen off, and her 
fhift having caught hold of the chair difpovered her 
naked legs. The -exclamation fhe had made caufed 
Adalgife to ftart, for the found of the voice had 
much affe&ed him \ but on approaching: this ftrange 
creature, it ,was not poffible to fufpeftjjk to he Armo- 
flede. Hf r withered hand and arm filmed to belong 
to a woman of fixty, and her head, which was totally 
bald, feemed to confirm fach conjecture ; her legs 
were prodigioufly fwellqd* and upon one of them ap- 
peared an ulcer. 5 — Adalgife, however, defirotas of 
queftioning the horrible creature,* feized her by. the 
ihoulders,. and^ in fpite of the refinance fhe made, 
obliged her to get up; then looking at her lank and 
pimpled face, what was his furprife in recognifing, in 
fpite of this ftrange metamorphofis, the disfigured 
features of the infamous Armofiede jV It was, in raft, 
herfelf, who had been reduced to this horrid ftate by 
the poifon fhe had prepared with her own hands. 
She remained $lent, hoping that Ad&lgife would not 
recollect her, but ihe made the moft violent ftrugglcs 

to 



to efcape. ; AtWgi^,,j4ct^iiifi Mti tyi £?W|f: €t O y 
divine Provitkncc/^crie|4,hp,.^W}b^t i* thir dread* 
ful lpe&acle the young ?u&d bgjliant ^rgiqAedc !■ ■■ ■ 
Ah, . why cannot: I aflemble h^e^H my -former rival?, 
all the lover^ vf£p Jaave bf en i<$jice£ and jb^aypd by 
thee 4 > TJbj pr^fenjct; r iy9ulj4 qpickl^ jc^qncile <us.; | 
wii^, t^epaia profj^ jjl$e m^clj by thjU:, terrible lefloa 
wbicb, j$ iq^r vifu^4 ; ^pp» ,thy %te"~J^^fpwrqf&% 
Armpfledc redoub^d; jifijf ,-f flbrjs to getj^ay.fronv 
Adalgife, « kt(r%/j, c ^id ^^'Vv^^P^itbK 
deformity $ .no, ^c^r.4i4o^^f°^j^^^^-f 4^ 
gercrus. clpwijs, ,wi t }i fqfcn^^dfft^it^!-^^^ fr^b tjfut 
metamorphofi* is not W^v¥^^VSSm <F^^v,enj5* 
xabte.hand afts ^ Wy, ! f^4 ^^^^^ If fom« 
yei>igcs.a^d,rjiin4;; bjjjt Vice^ i tfio^ 
active and ; morc V^i^^yf r fb b^t?, f ^niiun^^ 
deftroy f it- wt K *he r^pid^ty ojf^a ^agijfg. #r^ SjThat 
now remain^ to thee 2, An , 2^ c ft&??k ibameftj pa& 
iians, unbridtc4 Jd^Jircs^ a hi^ws.^^^ngnH^mg 
body wluch verges, towards ^^tl^'rgraye1^X c ^ ^ ca ,Af 
under a fyightful yj^ft # /w^ t^Jborrid feattfres of a 

frorgon, is su^fo *!JHf jfyj *$ ^^ *!!*¥ * 4^ ^ ^W* 
ee himiyipro^^f acc^^panijed faj ; the.iQrrible traja^ 
.of excruciatjixjg aridunayaMmg^egre^ iihpotent Rage % 
0pprpbrivfm> fid' r^QtfteU#j ^ r^lpair^r^T-^Oh iay- 
ing~this> Ai^aljgiieV :wh'b fpofc^ Wth gi#at, vehemence^, 
and ^ho'ilili held.h&ppniard In bis Hand, made r a» 
^efticulfithpn wbfch! appeared ,to frighten Armpflcde/ 
«« Fear nothing/' continued he, « I confefs I came 
here intending .to ; carry tte,e off op to ftab tfcee ; but.' 
Heav eft 'h^' taken vpon itftlf my vengeance. * No*y 
far from d^firipg tlivdeatn, T could wi£h it might 1>c 
xief crfed^ for :a Teafqri. UUve the terror of the per^j 
vexdfe ; live to drain oiit^jthe bitjter drejp of ,tbe cup ojf 
infamy; to envy ;tK<j fuccefs of beairiyV to 'tremble at* 
tlifir light of innWeaie ind l\appu&js -In the very 
bofom of jguomlp^^^ ^tipuallv behold 

jthe pi^ftres^ Of fcappy fovV and jiratnphant virtue ; 

I 
V 
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tye',' fu*K'M tHB fire-'efifbal jirfHce has ftt reftrve for 
thetT'Tftotl* ffiarft^'not^lpfe fljy «cecraMe career 
before ib<kt «aA tBflftK$ aff<tBie ferments of confu- 
itf ing erl*y/\<& Irtfpfr^bte and ; uniavii^teg 1 h^t!i1ed , ; be- 
fore tfiofr ttafV «ftc^ij^aye^ery'1rittd- <rf! iiifult and 
tatrage^ ^n^^heWtkHJVcd^t' tt\ei)Htifc of ithe grave, 
ffrfAfc'eyb^tft^i l fbtcteJ^ ^a VdlAiltn^'iria terrible 
R^ 7/ fha»fu*r^ tfefeth of the 

dtJftHiaSdtf trtyp&fcdnHhtJ t\tf iinttfety hivc^pared 
*fW j tR^ r Tti n tHe u ct^tffikn ^Flfopfefs' agoa>tftott 



ciftn# Vti* At<toi¥iMtJhg-her V ; fce f&ftted to <ttpy 
feruWii^ ^n^flte^fcaii >*Y of 

ftke 1 tnlNdtAYiti^i^ ^*Ibe- 

&# &1&U idtAif^M $ta & puV' ft. *!& to 
A£ iyeVvle^ j ^|lc& J#ey "r?&d Jtrri, , to J tofjtfijft' voii to 
? oaf b^tr xp^it^et^^^ f ib^ fgtit $fok -Wilt >&$& in 
>i£ti the .KappV f6ifdk otf 4 Mbm'>6i%VHH' jf&u* fc- 
^oi^s ' XvSU ffi^li^enibilS ||rtv^cy/^ Oft ifa^ri^ this 
tte/dreft ^mdfl^^ildrig in ^e 6f "her refiftance, 
•r%edtlh l g f eVery thlrW VWcft xhe moft cutting irony 
c J oittif cWefs. At iaft^atWg' ^hiufted^fe 'contempt 




Ee^tefrckftee^ £>? titer/* better 

JUiSvvA. '■" wf fmigW; tfonY fo*be durable 1 , 'arid < root- 
ed* because ..^ v^bleW and ; tfe tbftibat them 
"♦ftli, deffipttdencyl 'Yet a fiWle todderiti a ambient 
defpite, <a flwfifcaf rtyrfuttofetfaild f^u^tfya^hgle 
>efleaibtf, ' Tdffice to &fc<ff \ftMV 

> T \ CHAPTER 
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\; ' .....". ':.. CHAPTER . XXV* ;:'.' '.■'.'• <,, 
T&ESTQRr OF jdXlJkNA 

* OMV^Rls wbjun^si having \)ee$f%^med.\>j thfe 
^urggohA, y*erejdecWed hot.to as 

he ha.df !a flight fever upoii him. Jig", was ^3\ijed to 
keep fijs bed for a few. days. TheJib^wing day, the 
,twp jpriricejTes, witlv Ifambard and Kpger, .being in 
.his. chamber, th.e qpnverfation fell upon, the .'^x^loits' 
and adventures of* the cpunteft. They affced h£r 
jnanj queftions*, Beatrice, ainoflg. other things^ in- 
quired pi her why (He did japt take the title otwiiptn, 
^s iJalahac, her. huifcand, had bees crowded Jcjrig of 
Car<:affope;. A*iaoa replied, that flie could not gra- 
tify the curiofity of the\duchefs .witl^out.eritering into 
a long detail; the, cp r n?paiiy prefled her tprelate her 
ftoryj fl^e. ciiofen^ed to their requelt, i^nd - thus 

[beg«p* - f _ .'" *._ '•'• ' :, *■ 

. « ^p^oiig. tl*e ; ( ro.<;ks ; of x Afturja, fubfift fpn>e ruins 

cjf ai} i'ripiisnt' in^nfioo* tJUe remain^ of. a fprlrefs, 

. whiph was/jfaVme^y t^Vre^c&aJ^ 

PeUgiu^ and the '.{ligifciVe /G'otfttV VJtp u.ii<jfer his 

.guidance f&^peQ,. }&$ hir% froui th,e s ty^pny df the 

AnaW /aje.th^re. AiMipbe jfeeia *. .In thijs fiy^ge an)i 

defcr,t 9°H%y, w ^ l^bprrn, J^y father,; iiadp[ a bPr- 

r^we.d^in^ ^^retireA to this, deep fofit^lie,. at- 

. tended' j^ : J9n^fiJt^aJ 'dqnieftlc pHly.jlie.hla^with 

Jijs aftfopi&t , W<&f# a fimple fpttage ialhfe ^idft pf 

*hs\desay£<f r fortr^jfsi aixd this buqpMc IhahUatiqn 

Jojupk^d POfi'M ;M*?te rujn^wbteh was caHed the/ow^r 

* I have jtoferted" the tiiftpry of this revolution in The Aunah af 
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of Pelagius. My father concealed with equal care 
both my fex and my birtlj. As* long as he lived I 
wore a coarfe atfd'ruftiddrefs fkmlaV to his own. - He 
called meJFavilla, and I always believed myfelf his 
; fon ; I JBkewife thought J had a brother* Balahae, 
who in his infancy was put into the hands of my fa- 
ther, was the companion of ray t childhwd, and, 
being kept under this double miftake, confidered me 
jonly is a beloved brother. Hp was fix years ol^er than 
niyfeif, and he took delight to initiate meln^thfc exer- 
cifes jn/wft'clrhe 1 Jiimfeff excelled. ;I$d taught me to 
[draw the bow, .to^hafyire the fling, to climb the moft 
'rugged rocks, to leap hedges and ditches in the chace, 
'and to fwim over torrents in my way. The care of 
.inftruSting me and muring me to ifly toite was the nioft 
engaging occupation of his lift.' My father observed, 
with great 4elight, : his tender attentions towards me, 
and he negletted; not hing that would give enconrage- 
Vpent-tp^heHi. -Me required m£ to fhow rivy brother 
every mark of refpedlt, and all the fubmiffion of de- 
pendence 5 'Jbut palahac did not make improper life o{ 
the power lie had acquired over n*e. I remember, 
however, he was ufed to afflict hSnifelf during my in- 
fancyat the.ftnallnefs of my perfon, and my fenti- 
"nine features ; but when X had attained my. thirteenth 
4 year this external delicacy .ferved^o increafe'tne ten- 
der intereft he Felt for nie ; he became every day more 
'fearful of eXpofihg me. Far from calling forth my 
\ courage, he employed all his ' authority over me to 
'moderate it ; and sft the face" or .hunt/I have feen ,him 
turn .pile and tremble if 'he. apprehended the ieaft 
danger attended me. lie now began *0 extend his 
kindeft foticitude even to thfe moft trivial concerns ; 
Jbe wojiild often take delight ih braiding my hair. If 
1 eniangled my locks in the branches 'sis I ran throiigh 
"the copfe, he would Jart'to my relief, and feelingly 
lament my giddinefs •, on my account he dreaded even 
the. heat of the fun, and would never allojr me to 

-^ ftray 
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ftray among, the rocks, or frequent the plain, during) , 
the midie of Jheidfry \ he would' ieaime to th<wqod* 
or to fame thick flicker? and whenever my. father 
gently rebuked him for fpoiling by titefe cares .th'fc 
early education L had received*-* J^confefs,' replied 
Balahac, 'that I find fomething.fo delicate and in- 
terefting in his perfon that foften* me> rand infpire* 
me with, a weaknefs: I am at a lofe to account for. I 
cannot, without* pain, obferve bis feeble hand., hurl a 
weighty ftone or draw a. bow longer tban/bimfelf 5 I 
fuffer at the fight-of his fhoulders bending under thcr 
weight of an enormous quiver. Do, not we look with 
pain at 4 aten<Jer flowery when, ihakeri by the *ruid, it 
wavers upon its leader ftaik; and -appears ready tot 
break/ I experience the like dtfagreeable imp^effiot* 
whenever I fee .Favilla reiprfed $0 the idctemehey. of 
ths.fl&y, whea tke&ra darts his burning r^y upon hi^ 
Ucs, or when the fn6w and hail fall vpon his h^ad. 
His ewftitution appears fo 1 tender, <hat a fall, the 
kaft fliotk, the .fli^hteft accident, are fufficient tor 
deprive him of life/ '"* My father llftened to his difc 
eourfe with a fmUe > he fancied he difcdvered in it a 
feciret inftinfi* and fentiments which c^rrefponded ' 
with tl*e deareft wSfbes of his hearth We loved this^ 
good father, wijh, the .warmeft afFe&iou, and'itrJiis, ' 
c^tfidti&And conyerfatiqit we found every thing that 
could induce 11s £ to perform our duty and be ena- 
moured with virtue* s He haid: made festts of mofs and 
turf iu the tower pf^lagi us, and hither it was his 
cufto#v tfllbriinfgwsiKvery ey^ning; audi feat i ng him- 
felf ^etw^^cB^ah^c* aid myfclf, he would at one 
%im$. relate *o. us<the.hiftory of the great Pelagjus, and 
that, of . his fu^c^flors,5. at another he would pnufc the 
clxa^ins of-fpihudey and, the happinefs of living in 
grateful pbfcurjty junkhown to mankind . , frequently . 
he difcourfed rupon t the 3 love and felicity which an 
unioq formed, by fymp^thy was able to produce 5 and 
he always concluded by afluring us he had -already 

employ 
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,le«t: f fttihxi ft kripdBHfflc^to ^cnHfKten them; and 
b£ihg tmable ekkfer to 'fcr*e fchcW or check * their dif* 
orderly eoiklue?; It^k tfie ^fohitroh^f abdicating 
***-c*o*n 4 . *J I iWHS* te't'he tJrtwrice in Which I wa* 
bdrtr ? %ut did n&4rij<ty the'tifeWqriinityl.fc*pt&&l to 
jBnd the*e. ,Jt MataKih* £ aHrfajrs' afcrrbc^ an^ntfibus mo- 
tive* tothofe wh4 havered aigratio' part/, they com- 
monbp c<mM& iht ftcrifice of rank and "authority as 
nothing elfe than a tfanffent movement of fear o* in- 
ttignatidn* or 1 as a rfeep political rhanccuvW. With a 
celebrated name* a manfeefcsihvafri for repbfe-; he 
i* eyer ( fufpickrttt In* the l eyes 'of ^ambition and in- 
trigue. *■■ Of this I was myftif a fad example. I Was 
cah^mhia*ed > , perfectited, forced to abandon my foli- 
ludei and towandeifovermy ceunftry, wfthoot being 
able to- fecure a peaceable retreat. Ins few years I 
loft my wife, who died in^chiM-bed of my daughter! 
Then it was thit I formed the! resolution' of entirely 
Tencnncing the woi4d. I tfaitfed' the reffcrtofmy 
death to- be' iprfcadsibrtWc^v fc**d catne and VGOk re- 
fuge in thi^defert*. '■ Lbkg titytinebot haxt*ajtghtine, 
that kappraeft teincdn^atifote tfth .'vMeiit paffionsj 
and thus nanir^ does notJ fUrmfK ib^m* : They^are 
nierely tBe effe&s of education, whidhv while it tend* 
to perfect thefoul^afidth^underftamlmg, -reftneb our 
fentiments by inftamfrig ihtfviiiSaginaliOn^ if ."Ujfc to 
our own Inclination!, ^irtft*veJ^ythe f infi^cn<jecif ex- 
ample, and'uwn^pelWd ^ftlfikfir^: w6 (ko\Ad poffeis 
fenfibility of a gen*le:irtit dimibk kind f f o* tike con- 
ftancy of the 'affe&idtia is founded to-nfetufty and le- 
vity is the tribal production of pride. It was nty wifln 
my children, to render yoa happy % irwasmy -wifh to 
unite you one day together ; 'ami/ perfuaded' that 
Sympathy and tender and v&ith&t frkrt**&ip ate the 
only foiid bafe^of real love^ I ^as willing yoa 'fhoold 
be enamoured with each other before you knew who 
you were* * ' It was^ in fin^^y.-wiflv, that fcbe imagU 
nation Humid have rio mfiu'ence upon your fentimfents; 

bujL 



hut we , are ,ev$i; led aftroy > by jfc . while .tfcc heart, 
when it does not make a precipitate choicq, never de-» 
ceives us. . It was my.defign not tp reveal ,tl^9 myf-: 
tery till two years, hence •,. but. ^eath* t^,?ppF9^hes 
of which 1 now feei, at lengj^i forse^nieto unb^n> 
inyfel£— Balahac— I recommend>to you ypjur adoptive 
filter £ henceforward ypur tender 4 ftiend— Qnc who* 
IJbflpjp, will become -your wife?and your infeparabie 
companion*— In the mean while,, as ihe is too young 
to be able to know her own heart* x>x to djfpofe of it, 
I require, that you do not propofe to her, before die 
expiration of two years, an indiffoluble and facred 
uqion. {.wiih this, marriage tohappen; and dp, not 
take jiipon n>e to prefcribe it-W Upon this, BaUhaq 
Vowe^d to ^onfecrate his, life *o insj, whatever, in fu~ 
inre* m# £entjjnents ^nd deterrowtion might, be.— 
After having heard this generous and affecting rvpw,. 
my father, configned two cafkets to our care, which 
contained the proofs of our birth, a considerable fum 
ixk, gold, and alt my mother's, jewels* , The reft of the 
d?y was taken up ^ attending to theXage inftruftJQns, , 
which. my father had committed. tp writing, and was. 
now reading to us. ife advifed us tp remain in our. 
(bdtudc ;. but in. cafe we fhould rejblve to quit uV,he, 
prefcribed the manner in which* we were to cpndu&« 
ourfelves. We pafled the whole, night by the bed-fide', 
q£ my virtuous father; at the firft dawn of jday we 
received his laft benediction^ and a few moments ;af- 
t£rwjardsh,e expired in.our r armsJ-T-4t i&imppffil?le.,to4 
defcr.ibe wjxat I /eft "fit this, terrible : inftant.. \.JtfV,,at- 
t«chAn£n* to. my fatke^JtuuJ always be$n t^e.rulip$> 
Jj^tiorcnt jpf my hear^^iap^rpy' inexp^pncfo % ?h<[) 
tT*e>e<iu«atipnJ ha^^ecy^^.ierv.^dto freignjt$n : . njy 
diftreik.at f^.itreparaible^^. I wag fenfifcije, ,thji*' 
deat^ ^^.wasihje^inevit^hle :,}er { rjtfnatioxi of. the, tar^cr^ 

*P* ^4of the ,P^to ??fR w^ l5 omK»(e^ ^ } a\ ( w H ift; 



Hutwhirfi^^iHm^ thcigdJdtaod jtap*i**nami I had 
keptiJheetbfer, vrtiich J:kta*r *a»fiifcd *ritb*ay w*v 
tber's jewels* '; Long ahforbed in grief, *>had toft all 
thoughts* of jtfct tafktt ; at laft i ireco4k£r*d it on a 
itt4cte», .-afcid, fok. the matt eager - eoriofit^ to open it * 
tout drifting *o examine ftacofttevftutt my cafe* J ima- 
gined -that' Balahac would «mfid*r i the ftfoprikni* 
imch lintended to make as chiklifln and I ticttiv 
tomedytjpon opening tt*in his abfeotta^ and tinkmrtra 
to-hinv After; having' roade this* vtfofaftfenv I en- 
rie^voured to'iind Ttneans o£ rkldifig toyfeif of fiahtbac 
for a fe#h^s*iaKi before I coukl i«otefedI itade 
many unay^ililjg attempts. A^ laft, otic morning 
whefcbeftt out on the chace, I invented fo pbtafibie 
a pretext, for not accompanying hkny that he^onfeaiecd 
to lea vet me behind in the cottage* As foon a* he was 
gone Ilbfftmyfelf up in myroonV took mycaikety 
tf *Meh I bad the key aft hand, *nd operied fc in 
bafte. Tine firft thing that caught my attention was. 
3 miniature portrait of v my wrthei- ; k»nwiewa8( 
engraved round the border, I wasrUnaWet© judge of 
(he refemblance i but having *»$*{* feetv a! pi^arty I 
wa^s fei?Bd^tb aeration on i cofifidermgi05i$ worky 
vhfcfeapptt^mTO^ : At 

tlv? fana<? fim^ nay -eyas pserflovM <wi1fe fears, -as I 
contemplated the ieat^^s of her to whom lowed* i*y 
exifteiico.--When this natural eri3otk>n>was ia nttte 
calmed, I examined with : atten$ion thefumptisou* 
clothing of this<harnring r portrsut ; I w]at quite ,daz- 
srfed. at kyrfHHMigk*& PM <*0|npari|ig my rjuifrc garb 
with #ie, eJ^ga^/d^of-my^KJ^n Mote eager 
than ever ta<;pBtjnue my irefearch* I laid tfce p&rtrait 
upojya tatye,; a«4 tpok.out, .oneafterthe other^ *U 
the j^el? r fRkich i: ^ Theie wei^ 

ihany #n}fl9gflfes9* of which I Jbad.no idea cfetfcc* 
uie, but the portrait indicated >that of t^he necklace*** 
the Hair-pinsf, the; brackets,. aj*di tfce t rtrtg& - :frnny 
eaca^Uo^aiiif ^ ba^-5Ki?>WSf9^ JSP^yvs* *** 
'."*.'.' equally 
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ccfnally .fiwrpiifeoVand chaJrmed. ; I could not (ire *i»y~ 
felf with admiring the brilliancy and marvellous «sork- 
maaftup of theft Splendid baubles j and I foon expe- 
rienced the meft anient de-fire to ornament my own 
pcrfon -with them* ** leaft for rfosne moments $ and 
looking at 'the portrait *n order to adjufk thein pro- 
perty*! fee^b by* faffing in my {vair a pin of fap- 
phke.and nibieflr, hut as my coat entirely concealed 
my. neck asrid boforo^I toreih^pen ki order tbdifplay 
them to view,:* J. then <puf «hk a diamond and pearl 
necklace. I tucked up my long ileeves, and oroa-^ 
men£ed: my 'arms and hands with .bracelets and rings 
of prectonfriftoiKs* I had nolooking-giafs, and event 
was unacquainted with theiufe of one $ but, defirea* 
o£ifeeifig:fnyfelf;>thu& fct ofiv I ran into the garden, 
at^approathing^abafin of. clear water. which lay un- 
der*he &adeof a grove of. poplars, I fat down upon 
the graft hefidethe fountain, and looked at myfcif m 
the. water,;, wiuch perfectly reflected my pcrfon. The 
manner in wfckh I was drefled afforded a double -con- 
txaA which ^ was extremely ridiculous v in the garb of 
a?maa* I had my brcaft open and my arms uncovered' 
like a woman; and upon garments made, pf the 
coarf^ftiltaff, fparkled the. moft magnificent oraa* 
ment*.;. On admiring myfelf, I had only made the: 
latter remark* aiuLI regretted not. having a purple 
and, azure dref* like, that reprefented in my mother's 
pi£tore« ..The novelty. of the- fpectacle, befides* con- 
tributed i greatly i to i the t pleafure I felt in thus con* 
tcmplatbg; my. pcrfon *u for .the firft time, I now 
examined*, my features, and- compared myfelf to the. 
other <ol#e&$i' had feen; to the peafant girls I had 
mex on 'any exeur fion**. I was cooficious I was hand*-; 
f<ttft$vtbfs difcowy madfc .tne/et avalwe upon heauty y 
a»4 blithe iatfie time I^contidered k hard to hide and 
bmf : it id a defefjy. Thefe : rej&aftians,,and manyt 
ptbei^> wtekh ^d nefer jheforc. ohtrodcdlfoetnfelvesi 
UfWi £>y, : mi^f^ 
:-:i.- : ;:'i ' * tion. 
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tidov At l«rig(th,.ftani»gAdw.«ty liberie, vl : was 
gtfittg/to,.fcear mylelf away >& ram atci* dangtaonsfbun- 
t&n* when lifting jjp my «ytt> and lam i n g myrhoad, 
I perceWod Baiahac, who had hec»ft«MHng«iea» roc 
for anon* Shan a tjo aarter tof t an hour r, looking* at one in 
£ieiice« I gave. a toudihrieky Jmd,i ibr>tbcifiBfljdme 
in my Ufa, I leirperienced-.thcipafril^ 
fhanre^and coofuuon. My natural roodeftyv ^»d the 
semor&fcfcltat being guilty of ; this frivotaes* vanity* 
tfanfqdine an inexpreuitte.embavraifiiievt* - My firft 
movement wasto cover iny neck and draw down my 
Aleves j I then endeavoured to run away, bat Batehac 
laying hold of Hie, ' Ah \ of. what art them afraid P 
cried he, with a tremulous voicer • > c O, let one ftill 
(wvey \ttebV Thefe words, the tean winch wet his 
eyelids, aJheiemotion -which his countenance betrayed, 
iacrea&d ihy enibarraffimeht, buti difpetiedtthe appre- 
tehfiontf.Ihad conceived of Iris ft verity. • I made no 
reply ; I was Standing up, and as the* dread I had jwA 
felt deprived one of due power of remaining upon my 
tegs, I /fat myfelf down, agarr^npon tbegraffy bank^f 
tiie fountain, with my hand cloibly pneftbd again&tny 
bofcm* in order to keep my torn garment from falling 
open* Baiahac now threw hinrfdf at my> feet, and 
at this I flatted with itrptriie ; he then arift and fat 
down by me. He; kept profound tilenee, and I did 
not venture to look at him ; I hfeard him figh feveral 
times i-and in this pofture we remained for more t&an 
hadf an hour $ when Baiahac, ijrerfkmg ^tente^^ad- 
dreffed me in a calmer and-bolder t<meofv&»i*. * r O, 
myfiftef,' faid he, < be fanfrom thinking itSat *hefe 
vain ornaments cattembellifli; yotu^It-is *&e, i ton-' 
tdmpbted yon .with rarprifd and>raptttt>e.^--B*t ft was 
yourfelf I was admiring, ; and not your finery^ 'wfcfch 
ih my -eyes is both nfetefs and albfurd. Whf did our 
father think Jet neceflary to leave «s theft fatal fuper^ 
fiuv&es ? Arid why; my >tteareft >Afeanai cannot yw . 
dtfdaia attain* wid^ ttofc-l 

BaM? ? 



4y ^^£^4 ^t^ i What :fatnhad>: been ."%mg> .but this 
tt^*ia^^dm6tte* *h»d no efiaft-.uport iay fecr<tt tefo- 

-'*£*« -Tbtofantari^lbughtime that Ihad *ki»d.af 
iftfezttlafcdf ottS* JSairihae* thragh;*I waft, igp^r^t of 
lite canilH tttkr.every ^moment iince that period ferved 
W dfcititttattftrte As 'foppdniecpowKr. ./Thie -defcevery 
jgare mfc ifl^ fcmfcarrafltaeH v and created- a kind of 
referve- in tfiy* conduct for. which I was tmable w 
account v and at the fame time it. determined me in 
hry proje&s $ for J was certain that Balahac, would 
hot -thfltfftit tnjAiKclirtations, Impatient to fiw>w myf 
(yfj feager to admire* the works of nature and ar*& 
fend • W bAoltUnifcw .obje<fts, I .^ventured art Jaft to e«r 
-frfeat *Ba1afcfcet*> leave our folatude* . He felt avuefc 
coofcfernj but firrcethe adventure of the fountain he 
had beeia prepared for the requeft; and,. aa I had 
forefeet h€ complied, after having . vainly* endea* 
voured to tifrTilade me from* it. He only required 
fehat, oh dntering into the world, I. jhould continue 
t6 ^conceal tny fex, avid let it ftillbe fuppofed w^ 
were brdtn£#9V I -dad -"not -leave our. defert without 
iheddih^inaany^ft^eair on< the t6mh of >Be*mudu$» 
and'w-khotet 'feeling a Irind of jremorfe at ,tbe thouight 
of* leaving the< severed artw. of my virtuous , father 
hk this fo&ukte. • <Dh&r domeftic, or rather friend* 
accompanied wsy and ^farved.iis as a qguide* He 
cdndu&ed- Ais 4,6 '6ne- of c tjhe 'towns ; whkh my father 
had malrk^roMHin^ciit^ we ihookl abandon onr 
peaceable sa%l^m; /Otir joiimcy was jong^bntforr 
kftfateii ^We arriMtd ! ^j.the to.wnLabo*t the* middle 
0f v 4tfft drfy;-- f dti*«mwing^iwe obfecwLargrea* *u> 
rmrttj itfftd J- faw, &r thc;.firft. tsone, in my yfe*: a 
nitfltkude «©# ^med men. Tlie <irrfs> iof . (be, ioW 
drfert ^pp*tfted>ext¥«ooely fplendid tevmer, I ad* 
ffifrfe^tfpteeiafty itbeti" carriage, and^boid^aad jfpi4 
n^< cWi^toan^f i We ttore.iaiofnici^.th^^jfe 

*'- ■<.*»:>« troops 
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troops belonged to tbc cebclw^at AWfi^d^that 
valiant. general who had come from the depth of Ma 
to dethrone the tyrant who opprefled the Saracens. 

A large party of this people had rebelled againft 
their king, and repaired, to the ftaodard of Abder- 

, ahm*, and oh this very day the gates oft he. cjty 
r had been opened to this famous warrior { 33^ -As 
we entered the principal fquare_Abd«ahma mad? 
his appearance.. He was mounted *ipon a white 
♦torfe, and was diftinguifhed from all the reft by his 
beauty, his majeftic ftature, and the magnificence pf 
hjs armour. A thousand fhouts ,o£ joy bro^e forth 
ttf the light of him; and thefe acclamation, fhefe 
splendid homages which I had never , before feeo 
rendered', infpired me with refpe& and admiration 
bordering upon enthufiafm. My cfee$k$ were co- 
vered with tears* my heart beat with, violence, I 
breathed with difficulty, when all on a fuddc^ the 
troops filed off before Abderahma tot the found of 
martial mufic* I had never heard but ruftic voices, 
and the flutes of the fhephecds.of our, ^deferts j. the 
loud noke of cymbals, of trumpets, an*} pC 4rums, 

Jnfpired me with the warmeft'txaniports I, had ^eer 
ftAt»« Seized with an univerlai agkaiion»Iihivered 
and burnt at the fame kdiant % a tho|ifa^d tumul- 
tuous and povel fenfatiom difturbed *my reafon, and 
inflamed my imagination^, for the fir ft, time I beheld? 
the daszing image of glory, and (■ .beheld it .a*kh. 
tranfport. When the troops; had filed,; off, ^fofex- 
ahma niade^niiarapgue to the, pep4^e,ia^'VftiH^h; he 
invited the citizens to 1 take arm*, »d:.v^$te^JbU 
ftandard*. Scarce had he fpote^, 1^^^; I : priced 
through the: crowd. I darted toward* bjm, ; frying 
out, that I iwa^deterinihed to£gl}t»; antf wayld fol- 
low him. ^Equally furprifed at; t^ •fmajkiQft^ ; iny 
ftaturie, my^o^h, atari :py ( *a£^^ 
Kiirt, *^4he:by>*he.ivmdv;:ai^tiw^ 
momefc^wi^aftox^mcat a«U fcfKYjsdi^ifjafter- 
";•'*'' wards, 
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wards, turrimg towards the multitude, € Friends,' 
faid he, r what an example" is this for you ? iMark 
the Ardour of this charming youth !' At thefe" words 
the' whole multitude cried out that the^ Were ready 
to enllft. Abderahma; perftiaded that my laft had 
greatly Contributed to execute* this' enthuliafm, from; 
this inftant conceived the greateft amotion for me. 
At the moment in which Ihad pliinged myfelf into 
the croud, Balahafc, having been unable to detain 
mej had : followed me ; I prefented him as my bro- 
ther; iihd wj* erilifted together. Abderahma fen t us 
clothes, the form- and richh^fs of which ftruck mt 
with admiration', and it Was with expfefflrve delight 
that- 1 put on a^fuh of armour which refembled his 
own, and' decorated with his colours. We left the 
toWn m quefl: df the army of the king of the Sara- 
cens. ' When w6 arrived in prefence of the enemy, 
I farveyed without dread the armed multitude mar* 
(hailed hi order/ bf battle. The education I had re-* 
crimed prfefapved me r fromth<6 timidity fo natural to' 
nary fex.' -Fefides, T was under the eye of Abderahma, 
arid w*s ttefifOus of jufth^yiftg the opinion he had 
formed otfmy tcOiirage ; reordered him as the de-' 
livcrer of an oppriffed country, aud I believed that 
the ti*$ops under his cohimarnd would be invincible. 1 
I ceroid not, however, reprefs a 1 fenfatioir of Horrour 
and pity; 1 S* the tdea of the" prodigious number of 
hoftHfe foldi^re, and at the thought that we -were only 
affembted to- endekvour to deftroy them all. But tf 
ldfi&k' frown AbcteitelShiaihfttottyrbufdd me from my 
forrowful nl«d$ta*idrh I thctoght his enemies dbuld 
benching better thatrfefoeiotis mongers, and that 
h&m*ftity«*en should lead -us to defire their d£ftfu<v 
tio**. 'Dirring'the combat, Itottdu&ed myfelf wftfc 
an intrepidly which often caught the attention of 
Abderahftta^' Balahacy who 'Was ever at my >Qde^ was; 
only fafckem to ward off the Mows which were 
aimed at: me. Braving death without (eeking-for 

glorr 
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glory, jmmiadful of his own- &fety in tbe midA o{ 
the dangers of battle, he thought only of me, and 
making, a rampart of his body, he fought .not to con- 
Cjuer, but Xolely in my defence. We gained the vic- 
tory, and the half of the enemy's army was cut in 
pieces,, and the red ran a^ray. Never £haU I forget 
the hoirour with which I was feized, oaiurveytng die 
field of battle {brewed with the dead and dying. I 
was contemplating the frightful ipe&acle, a&d (hcd» 
ding the tears of compafiion- and rcmorie, when a 
meuenger arrived to invite me to repair to Abder- 
ahma. The reception I met with toon dtifipated tin 
terrible iraprefima I had be«a receiving I -found 
him Ainrounded by his victorious troops. The »0* 
meat L. was feen by hina, he advanced towards me, 
took me in his arms, and embraced me, beftowiog 
on me at the lame time the tooft flattering <como)eo« 
dations ; my heart leaped for joy, yet his tare&s 
embarrafled q>e j and*- impelled by. a roechamcal 
«aov£m*nt, I caft my -eyes upon Batehac. His for- 
rowful and fevere loofcs inrf^idatepi me, J wa# con- 
fcunded and blufhed, but I was not the tafs fonCtok 
of the glory and fenfibibty of obtaining tfce flatter* 
i*jg -teftiniony of the geperai's approbation* A fc- 
cond battle decided, tbe= fate of Spain* Abdfirthma 
kilted tjh? king of the ftaracens with his, oigiv tend* 
and. all the. troops of *hat unhappy prime* fetid 
4©wn-their arms, wd &iv$ themfelvefc.uftto the cm? 
queror. 

. *SNotwithfUndii>g all --tke care of Briahac, Ire*. 
eeived a« flight wound °& nay right d&de m thi$ batik. 
Abderah«naj feeing- my clothes ftsroed with blood, 
Ied<-tne to his tem \ *hene : being- defirow of 'taring 
my wtiuffd 4reiTed y • be midered a iucgeou to Uy open 
my garments ;-*t the .feme .foAatrt Balafean .wtihing 
tetwpewtfWraan, ami royfetfy dectateA he. wofeld not 
allow Wm to .do- this* -1 Abdesahma- ww muck ibr- 
prifed at this «ftid*u. Ktf remained iuotionlak, look- 
ing 
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lag ftedfaftly at me.* at length addreffing Baiahac,i 
in ate imperious manner, be demanded t lie explana- 
tion of. this odd behaviour* but I inftantly took 
upon myfelf to make reply. I was not ibfry.to have 
to neural ft p*ete*t for declaring rtvy fituation to the 
hero who had gained fuch an empire over my imagi- 
nation, and beginning to fpeak without any hefita- 
tfion, < Seignior,' Aid I « a fi«gie word will juftrfy 
Balahac, I san.a woman.. In me you fee the daugh- 
ter of tite *{ir*no^s E^mudus, king of Afturias.* J 
prorfouiR&4 thtffe.words-witj* a kind of eovpfytfis* I 
kofcw ^^t AWera^A^a wa$ the grandfon of a fove* 
reign # y and I iek great plea&re in informing hknf 
that I sayfelf wa$ of illuftrioua birth. At this con* 
fe&on Abderahma made an exclamation expreffive at 
once of afto&tfhment, joy* ,ajnd^ admiration. He 
threw hknfetf *% «ay -iiKb-Jw/ai4;*W7 thing, which 
the maft p^fl^^tjejoveic^y inipirev This fedao 
tire ttetiguagei ;wiuch I aow o»ly heard for, the &t& 
time* tnade but too! dotpWimfirc&pgi u&qn my lopl* 
I thovg^t a>y£df the fpo* t of the >fweetefr Ulufon 
when I beheld the great Abdefahaaa at «&y feet, 
fad brand mpTetfdefilareid the.arbitreft of hip fete* 
-*dHowwer,:in the mWft of thefe transports, the 
importunate idea of Batebftc was ever upp$«moJft m 
my -mind* I jliftefd *ip «ty hC4d Jto look at him* 
but he wafr-gonej -bit *et*$fied -w>mope» and at 
night I receiver, ay^ilep;^«)i^^bifl».wbUh.Q^tftHaed 
theft wApQb, «i**K-»£o*vJi*v0 .an^compaflwi left fo* 
the tmfortunate $«iah*€> ,1; cG^jure. yow, A&ianaj 
by th* fatrsjl name of ow fafcjhffe, jn^t to jtiarry f Ab» 
derahma k*£ate*k&se'xplrimQn< eff ifrfr-pemtti' . • '- 

* Thj&;hilM*-gay£ tub gceat.ifaiiiy !• perteivsd 

that ftalohao-had; tafeeg the .arefolution to kafoenmfe* 

aod.fy rcm»yel onto, of * thoway*;. I wa* «onfobus , I 

could* wad adoi^ftoin trtjrffittfrtothia ahftike, and that 

- -'•"''' •: .'■'*■ ' v r.'J r •• I ,. -ti, •{ -• «» ..-f ', • 
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his happinefs was neceffary to ray dwn ; tnit I intei* 
rogated my heart lefs than-my vanity* and the fpleix- 
dour which furrounded Abderahma ftamped fbch a 
value upoh> his love, that no- oth&r idea tottltl make a 
deep impreflion on my mind. However, I* made? the 
moft refohite detecminatton^not to" receive the hand 
of Abderahma before the time preftribed &y Batehac. 
I- declared this to Abderahma, and ingeimoufly itelated 
to him my whole hiftory* Abderahma ftibmitted to 
all I rexjuired* but made me promife to rematn-whiv 
nimtHl the time fixed for our nuptials* AftttHm- 
fng fubdued his enemies,' Abderahma dHpltyed i&his 
ptofperity a generosity and juftice equal to the va- 
lour he had frown in battle. The vows of the people 
already named him Sovereign f of the country he had 
conquered. We marched' towards ^ixiova, and upon 
thfcway Abderahma converted wiSi itic upon bis 
projects, and #fth rapture I hear#hiii* declare, 'that 
he only defiredfnprertie J^wer in order t^pfeoe^nc 
upon the' -throne, and to tender his fobje&siihappy. 
The very day of dur * arrival at <3ordo vay Th» ^ was 
prbclatmed king * I beheld, with tftn^&tt th* coro- 
nation of my lovers and the hero I ^oafidercd the 
nioft worthy of unithtg*th£ fu^rages'ctfya great na- 
tion. He publicly decta^d •hisifengagementsi with 
me, placed me in- his palace,: anki cfeuf&d oust/to <be 
treated as a- quceni He pre^cnted^tne ^cW magn* 
fi«ent~ fetoale garmerttsf>**rid* I;ti*w? appeared Jrc'*he 
drefsof my fex>/ When I-w»s dreH^d, Abderahma, 
entering rx*y<o6rti^ ted die into dn»^partoiem: covered 
with glalfes ; he wifted to enjoy my fiirpriie; know- 
ing that 'that inajrfcal inv^lfc^w^ 
fince I^hadionly ' inhabited deferts* anttktnuraps J My 
aftontthment wag inexprdSbte dn ^ (be&gpKii^i f»e£ibn 
fo often* repeated around at e y btit* h <tttanxfAztcd 
*nyfel£ • with calmneft v not with (tandiiig. the ipteridoar 
of my ornaments ; I no longer felt the fanguine fen- 
fations I had experienced on the bank of the foun- 



tain 4 I hid known glory iince th%t pfriqfU and, a 
puerile , vwky had no longer th^pow&r of in tojwcat-. 
ing-me., , .. . • ;, • : .* ,..-;' 

. * .Tbjfcfirft fix .months, of the, reign of Abderahma 
feeraedto pafs rapidly away 4 brilliant en tertain* 
ji^nts, magnjft^nt /pe&acles, ,,and. varied amiuief 
ra^ntSy aHowed, qae .neither timei nor .ppjjEbilky*. of 
^c%6Uqo» Surprife { and curiofity entranced, the vahje 
iof the mpft fitting objects r >j enjoyfc} e Yery thin^f 
fwitt* . 4ranipo*t ; above all, the, t ^appinpfs of feeing 
Abderahma applauded by jthe people, ^nji.of cpnii- 
dering him as adored by them. But at length X 
♦began to accuftom myfelf to this kind of enchant- 
ment, and by degrees my. eyes were opened. B aving 
been long fines ftruck with, the fpe&acle pf roifery 
which often/ prefented itfelf. to, me in the Greets, 1 
.had expreffe4 my. companion jzm the occafionY Ab- 
.derahma had xephed, that, the calamity was only 
the conference .of the. barbarous opprejlions of the 
late king, and that he was taking meafures to re- 
medy it, I was aware that money would remove 
rthe evil,, and I propofed to Ahderahma, as the iim- 
3>Jeft. thing in the world, to, diftribute. among, the 
-pcoftle .one half of th% treafures I knew him to pof- 
JHs v- he iniiled, and exhorted me not to make ,my* 
felf oineaiy on t^iat account. I followed his. cQuniel> 
• by giving arway aU the money I was^ poflefled of, for 
JBalabac, on leaviag.me> had.jiot taken with him the 
caiket^of which he had the*care.of keeping. The 
( people foon .becoming acquainted with my fenfibility, 
_ roads thjetr appUca^ons.immedi^ely toipe* in order 
_to;i«treat me to prevail upon the king to mode* 
.rate the , taxes Jie had laid upon ~fhe«u I. had my- 
<felf inftrucled in the nature of imports,, and what 
was my r furprife on learning, that Abderahma, far 
from eafing >the burdens of the unhappy people, 
had extorted new contributions from them ; and 
tjiat the fums -exacted from- thefe unfortunate orea- 
. t ; * fcures 



aj* THE KNIGHTS OF 

i bxrts paid for" o'nr 'pteaftfret,' and the fiimptueus en- 
ferta'mments with: which* I had* beetr fo twudi dte- 
lighted. This frightful difcovery filled mfc' ttitl*. 
horrour. I immediately took off afl my rich cloth- 

'. Ing, I ordered a garment of common ftoff t<» be 
.brought *me, artd m this coarfe drefe I appeared be- 
fore the krftig. « : Abderahma,' faktf I, * as long as I 
ftfe any poor m your dominions- f flwfli remain in 
Mils garb; I have difmhTed the mufifciahs yott- had 
grvert me; ahd aMtbe fplefcdid train which attended 
my pfertbir; my table fhaH henceforward be'furaifhed 
With frugality ; I fhali no longer be prefent at thofe 
criminal feafts, the expenfes of which are borne by 
your fobjefts; for being unable to footh the public 
mrfery, I am at leaft determmed* to partake of it. 
If it be true, that you love me, you; wHl applaud 
thefe natural fentimeftts •, it is in your power to re- 
cover the efteem of Axiatia'; if not, being difew- 
gaged by honour and by virtue itfelf frfcm all my 
vows, I fhall break for ever the bands which attach 
me to you." My looks and difcourfe made great 
Impreffion trpon Abderahma; he Was moved, and 
fdftened, and endeavoured to jnftify himfelfi he did 
not entirely ftrcceeti; 'but I was too ignorant and cre- 
"dulous to perceive all the ibphiftry of his artftiV apo- 
logy ; he eafily perftiaded me, that he was* fcr left 
culpable than I had thought him tobe ; he made me 
a thoufand promifes, and we parted' fatisfied with 
each other. The feafts, indeed, vreri fupprefled, 
large gifts tferemade in my pretence to 'the people, 
and liaw nb more beggai-s-in the itareets. I no lou- 
nger received the petitions of the unfortunate implor- 
ing my cOmpaffibn, I imagined the taxes *were abo- 
lifhed, that the care of Abderahma had at length 
re-eftaWlfhed the hap^mefs of Cordova, and! con* 
tinued more than a year uriderthis ddirfidn. 

™ Notwithstanding all tftfc love of Abderahma, I 
"had been nfc hunger J happy fiirce the xicmverfation 

wlych 
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which I have been mentioning ; his justification 'had 
never appeared to me complete. I had l£fs admira- 
tion for him, -and the fnterefting, and mournful re- 
membrance of Balahac recurred more frequently td 
my mind. I remarked befides, that Abderahuia, fince 
he had been king, appeared Ifefs enamoured with. 
glory and* more alive to pralfe ; truth fometimes fbem-i 
edto diffieafe him, and I few him lavUh his jfovdurjs 
upon jteo£le who had no otter merit than that of 
knowing how to .flatter with dexterity. In a' word^ 
rite pdirtp-otf His palace, a Ad the fuperb mohiiments 
which he had ere&ed in Cordova, made me always 
tremble for his fnbjeftsv On my arrival at Cbrtldva I 
had fixed Bifo (for fo was our faithful domeftfc nam- 
ed^f fn a jileafant xountry-houfe in the environs of 
the city. T frequently vifited him there, but Ab- 
derahma would not firffer me to go un accompanied 
b^fiimfelf. At this villa Abderahma had fpacibui . 
ftabfcs, and here it was that 'his hunters were kept.: 
one Say j when we were together at this place, he wiffr* 
ed to try one of his horfes in my prefence ; but the 
horfe ran away with him, and 'on leaping over a 
ditch ftumbled and threw the king, who was ftuhhed 
to ftrch a degree, by the fall, that he remalnccTmo- 
tionidfeupon the fpot. My cries Toon brought but 
the pebple of the houfe, and Silo among them. As 
fbon as the latter faw the king lying fenfelefs upon 
the grotind;' he approached me, and flipping a piece 
ot paper into my hand, whifpered in my ear thefe 
Words ; Uttnd thii Hvhen you ate alone in the palace ; 
my 'life, depends Upon your difcretion. I put th£ note 
into, my bdfom, and Sfto withdrew in Jiafte.' ^hd 
king recovered theufeof hisfenfes ; he had only r^ 
ctvttA * flight contufion on the head ; he determined 
to go back to Cordova, and we ihftantly fet out. 
"When ; I ifras'albne, I. opened SilbVbtllet, and read 
ihfiti words. 1 « The everting of dhe day b» Which 
yod trill 4 tefreive' this, lihali be at iftidnight in the 

lii' 



£4P . THE KNIGHT® OF 

little court of; the palace^ come. alone, and open 
the green door; I have fome important things to 
communicate to you-' Full of trouble and uneafinefs, 
t repaired to the green door at the appointed mo- 
ment, and let in Silo, whom I conduced to my do- 
fet. Judge what I felt when the virtuous old man 
be,gan to Tpeak and thus expreis himfelf, A You are 
deceived, Axiana ; the people who wait on you are, 
<le voted to the king % y the. memorials which are ad- 
drefied to you are fupprefled *, the people of Cordova 
groan under the load of taxes ; you fee no jnore 
beggars in the flreets, becaufe they are dragged to 
prifon, in virtue of an edi& which forbids mifery to 
implore the fuqeour of the, pitifuL I have been 
commanded to keep filencc refpefting thefe calami- 
ties, and been, threatened with death, fho'uld I ven- 
ture to inform you of them. Watched with inde- 
fatigable vigilance, I have not been able to communi- 
cate this to you fooner; I have waited for more 
4han fix months for an opportunity of delivering my 
note to you. Open your eyes, Axiana \ and confider, 
that the daughter of the great Bermudus cannot give 
her hand to a tyrant/; At thefe words I threw my 
arms round the neck of this virtuous, old man : * O, 
my true friend V I exclaimed, and hegan to weep. I 
. thought .on Balahac, and. my heart was ready to 
burft. I gave my jewels to Silo In order to have 
them fold. « Be here/ faid I, ' in four days, at the 
fame hour; prepare every thing for our flight,- we 
will return again to our deiert ; I will haften to my 
father's grave, and die there with conapun&ion and 
regret/ Suchindeed was the resolution I had form- 
ed ; for I began to deipife, Abderahma. Nothing 
having yet been able to corrupt the fentimeats of 
juftice, which the feelings of nature ax^d the force of 
•education had imprinted pn nijr. foul, 'I. was {hocked 
.and difgufyed at pr'uje and vice, which,, were it not 
for the fatal power of jciiftom^ vwuld^ppear in the 
.... ~ '"*" • "'eyes 
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eyes of every one as theNheight of extravagance and 
inhumanity. On the day ayppointed SHe returned i 
I had taken every neceffary precaution for the fafety 
of my elopement, and we feli off .without meeting 
with any obftacte. During the whole journey * I 
thought only of Balabac ; the tender fentjmentsr 
which began to revive in *ny boforh in his behalf^; 
rendered my Situation Gs much' the more afflicting, as 4 
I was abWutely ignorant what had become of him f 
having neither received any letter, from Km, nor 
heard any account of him, fince our feparation. v 

" At length we arrived at our defertj "my tears 
fell , with bitterneft on recognifing the environs of 
thofe peaceable ieenes ; but what was my aftomfk- 
menty when, on approaching our cottage, we ob- 
served it to be both enlarged and ornamented ! I 
prefled forward With eager bafte, and my furprite 
was doubled on perceiving an infeription on the door, 
written in large chara&ers. Struck with, a confufion 
I am unable to defcribe, I wiped away the tears from % 
my eyes, and xead thefe words : Happy tove t decor fa . 
ing to tlrt dejir erf my father > JhaU at leaji inhabit this 
cottage* Trembling and ready to fink I was fearful 
of inquiring into the explanation bf this my fiery, 
and I .repaired to the grave of Bermudus. On en* . 
tering the tower, I was motionlefs wkh nirprife p& 
observing a faaudiforae maufoleiim of white marble, 
in the place of the grafly tomb ; two lamps 6f pbr- 
phyry were tafpended by golden chains to the fides 
of a ^pyramid, upon which tiiS following words Were 
traced.: FUipl piei} and gratitude bai)e eretJed thir mo 7 
jiurnent to the wifeftof men* « O ray brother;' cried % 
« while I was ftraying far froriTthee, thou tfeit full 
filling my duty : this homage ittelts at fesft thy 
exiftenpe». and I have now to weep for myfelf otily f 
Thus fpeakipg, I proflb^ed myfelf upon the tomb, 
which I watered with my tear*. Suddenly a ftfrange 
voice was heard near me ; 1 arofe, and with aftonifh- 
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mem befcdcl a young fbmafe of beautiful appearance. 
1 queftioned her with a trembling* voiee, and &e 
fnformed me fhe .tlvfcd tit the cottage with her huf- 
band. I had no doubt but that hufbahd was Bafe- 
hat. A diftrefEng and liovel fenfttion now preyed 
*pon my fotii, and* this -firil movement of jeatoufy 

"became the more diftreffing, as I had no tight t& 
complain &f the change of Balahac. However, t 
left the tower In order to rejoin Silo, Who had flopped 
ieforfe the cottage, and I bbferved a young man ad- 
-vancing towards me, with whom I Wastinacquamted*, 

'■A quick fentktion of joy, anticipating all reflection, 

Sve me the . prefenfion that this new inhabitant of 
e defeit *a* the hufband of the pretty peafant girl, 
and I wa* not deceived. This happy couple ixffom- 
*d me, that an illuftrious warriour, w&o Commanded 
3n Carcaflbne, after having united them together* 
%ad promifed to eftablfch them with all their family 
in this defert, that he had juft embeBiflied it by mak- 
ing the houfe more commodious and enlarging the 
garden. 1 httferrupted this recital to aflt the natne 
of their aenerous benefactor, and I Was mforxned 
• he was called Clef bis ; but in Qephis I could not 
iniftake Balahac. 1 e;afily imagined he had changed 
his name * 1 determined to haften to Carcaflbne, and 
I fet ont thither the next morning. Being arrived 
tofar the city f I flopped at a farm-houfe, and foil 
Silo into the town witli directions to_,fee the prc- 
tended Clephis, and to give him an exadfc account of 
<my adventures and my tentiments. "When Silo had 
left me* I afeed my hofts many cpieiftioas relative to 
Clephis. They informed me, that this warriour had 
dittinguiihed himfelf by fuch noble exploits and gc 
merous aftions^ that the inhabitants, of the cotartrf, 
after having elected him their chief, hid 1 at length 
proclaimed him king* and. that the new fovereign, 
fincehis coronation, that is, w^iin the la3ft month, 
had taken the name of Balahf a c. JWs account did 
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not atford me a pure anxl-tmrahted }6? ; fetf exptfc- 
riettte had created a deep and favfaeible hatted for 
royalty, and t Was fearfrd of not finding in Balahat, 
upon his tkronej, the arrefiSofcate and vifttrous fenti* 
snents of the companion of my infanty ; I cenfiderfeA 
however wfoh pleafure, that he had reigned but one 
month, and that it was unlikely he fliould be cor- 
rupted in fo fhort a time* Towards the evening I 
iaw Baltfhat make his appearatfce v attended by a nu* 
tnerous afcd Iplendid train % he had left me when t 
Was infatuated With pomp and grandeur, and he wa$ 
petfuaded that, in order to feem ^agreeable in mf 
eyes, he fliould prefent himfelf to me tinder this 
magnificent appearance. *I found him more ena-, 
mou'red than ever. He told me he had only defired 
to gain a celebrated name to gratify my ambition, and 
In hopes that I fhonld not hefitate between Abder- 
<ahma and himfelf, whenever he had a throne to offer 
me. * Yes, my brother/ implied I, * my heart is 
proud of your exploits, but it is glory that I love> 
and not the dangerous authority of fovereign power. 
Bermudus abdicated his crown to preferve his virtue $ 
Abderahma Soft his virtue on the acquifition of his 
crown : tiiefe examples are furHcient 5 never will I 
become the wife of. a king ; renounce your diadem* 
and Axiaha's band is yours.* Balahac being much 
aftonifhed at thefe words, requefted me to refleft 
upon this resolution ; but I fo ftrongly fcflbred him^ 
that it was not to be fliaken, that he gave me his 
word to make the fotrifice I had required* On the 
next day he foletnnly abdicated the crown, and the 
&tne iuh fhtfhe upon the. celebration of our rmp- 
tiils. I propbfed tt> him to feturii to oiir 4efert, but 
*f*e experiment he haA tried of po>e* and his throne 
fiad already atfefted the fitn^lfcity of his manners. 
JSte *ttas defirbus of remaining in a country'which re* 
gbtntded with his glory, and of which the inhabirabt* 
**rfculd ftfii acknowledge him for their chief ; %hite 
v Ma 
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he Ihowed fcMfelf wbrtfcy of their love by his hu- 
manity, his 'moderation* <and his 'invariable equity. 
You know the. reft of my ftory: the next year my 
hufband feHat the fkgeof ;Carcaffi»c, I was aj>le 
to avenge his death j to overcome his enemies, and 
to force them to make a folid and glorious peace. — 
The people, who, had fubje&cd themfelves to Bala- 
hac, conferred upon me all=the rights which he had 
poffefled. Public gratitude was willing to beftow un- 
limited power upon .me, but prudence and juftice 
taught me to circumfcribe k; and.ifl.had entertained 
other fentiments, the virtue and the example of the 
jlluftrious Beatrice would have.made me abjure them/ 



CHAETM XXVI. 

THE GOLDEN SPUJStSi, 

X'en&nce eft & tpuchante ! Ah quelle amei dure 
N'eprouve en fa faveur le j>lu* tendre intfrh I 

Abbe dt L.ULK. 

Et de cet agelieureux que rien if a corsompu, 
JLet premiers jnoremens font tons pour la vertu. 

Memaicqfde Mr. De la Hakpe. 

THE ftory of <he count efs exalted the paffion which 
Hqger, and the friendfhip which Beatrice iad con- 
ceived for that illuftrious heroine $ the duchefs, look- 
ing at ffambard, was making a 'touching eulogium of 
the fentiments and character of the amiable Axiana, 
when a mefTenger came in great hafte to inform the 
knights, that the enemy was drawing near £he ram- 
parts. The princeffes and the knights quitted Oliver, 

mho 
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Who was deeply amH&ed at' nofc being able to, IeaV£" 
his bed. All the warriors having affembled together^ 
determined to go down to the plain ; and fcarce weiy 
they arrived jhere before the combat began» r which; 
Was carried on for awhile with equal fuccefs oq bot^ 
fides. On the part of the enemy, the count of. Ba* 
varia had the'fole honour of. this day, in which, he 
difplayed all the talents of a great captain, and all. 
the valour of the moft intrepid foldier 5 thrice he 
rallied his broken troops, and led them on again to 1 
the charge. The generous Barmecide, ever near, 
him, faved his life and his liberty more than once 
during this battle, in warding' off the ftrokes of his 
adverfaries, and delivering him out of their hands^ 
Gerold was ftationed in the centre of the army \ and 
he combated with Ifambard, Thederic, and the other' 
French knights. On the fide of Beatrice, the brave 
Oger commanded the right-wing : the giant Bruhier 
was at the head of that of the enemy. He recog- 
nifed the Danifh knight, whom he had had the 
glory of conquering ; and he challenged him anew. 
A moment before, the ferocious Rotbold, affaiiing* 
Axiana, who was fighting between Oger and Roger, 
gave her a thruft with his lance. Roger, in endea- 
vouring to ward off the blow, was himfelf wounded ; 
then Axiana, after having heard Bruhier propofe*a 
fingle combat to the Danifh knight, likewife chal- 
' leriged Rotbold. In vain did Roger claim the right 
he himfelf had of chaftifing him. " No, feignior," 
replied Axiana, " it is the hand of a woman which 
muft avenge the wrongs of Ordalia and tEe unfortu- 
nate Azoline." After faying thefe words, fhe threw 
her gauntlet to Rotbold. The fignal for two fingle 
combats was made to the armies ; and immediately 
all the other warriors fufpended, their blows-; and* 
while the heralds at arms were tracing out the fpot 
on which Oger and Axiana were to attack Bruhier 
and Rotbold, Zemni, pofting himleli by the fide of 

th*- 
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fhe Danifh knight, defed, with a loud voice, the 
perfidious Tryphp-a, Rctthold's fquire, who advanced 
into the lifts with bis mafter. . The combat was ter- 
rible, an4 laftod fox more* than an hpu*. The daf- 
tardly Tryphon took his flight •, but at the fame in- 
ftant a foldier in the farik?,. incenfed at his cowardice, 
drew his bow, and pierced him to the heart. Bru- 
hier was killed in the field of battle : Rotboid, mor- 
tally wounded, lay gajfping on. the ground. Axiana, 
immediately leaving him?, returned to the ranks in 
the midft of the acclamations of both armies. The 
4ying Rotboid was carried off to his tent : he lin- 
gered feveral days, in all the agonies of pain* and 
all the terrours of N an impious death. The right 
Wing of the enemy, havipg loft the two chiefs who 
commanded, it fell into disorder. At the feme time, 
the king of Parinonia and the duke of Benevento- 
falling with fury upon the enemy's left wing, the 
eonfufion became general ir* the allied army, and was 
ftili increafed by the, approach of night. In- vain did 
Ceroid and Barmecide now endeavour to rally the 
troops, who had broken their ranks, and preffed 
ikem forwards in their flight. The defenders of 
Beatrice followed ctofely ; but all on a fudder* the 
iky was overcaft with clouds, and the night became 
fo>dark, that the conquerors, who were apprehen- 
sive of falling into fome ambufcade, gave the fignai 
of retreat, which was inftantly obeyed. In the 
mean while, Mirva, impelled by his ardour, had im- 
prudently quitted Ifambard,. who called to him in 
vain. The boy, in the purfuit of the flying troops, 
had left the ranks, and galloped forwards as faft as 
his fteed could carry him, without perceiving, for it 
"was dark, how far he had left the army behind 
him, and that he was taking another toad. At 
laft, hearing no more tumults around him, he flop- 
ped ) but th* darknefs was ib thick, ttiat he was 
unable to diftmguiih any object He was muchem- 

barrafle d\ 
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fearraETcd ; for his inexperience made him delpair Q$ 
extrication. He remained motionlcfa, for a long 
time, confidering What fteps hp ihould take* At 
firft he heard at a diftance th$ aotte of horfe*, and' 
he did not venture to proceed that veay, l$ft he 
fhould fail into the hands of the enemy. By degrees 
the noift fubfided, and at length nottaMmare wa$ 
beard. Hfc then ventured to proceed as chaneV 
fixould direft, without the leaft knowledge of the" 
r#ad he took,. In a quarter of an hour the* iky 
fegan ta clear up a little, and Mirva perceived he 
was in a meadow which was ftparated from, a part of 
*he,foreft by a deep ditch. At die fame time he 
defgried a light at a diftante j he directed his waf 
^ow^rds it, and ahferved that itfipemed to gleam froii} 
3 cottage. In proceeding thither his road lay by the 
fide of the ditch j. when arrived within five hundred 
paces of the cottage, he caft his eyes towards th?- 
foreftj and dimly cUftinguHhed a horfe and a knight 
lyipg extended in the ditch. Mirva inftantly alight* 
ed j advancing towards the bank, he perceived the 
horfe was dead, and the knight lay fenfeiefs, but wa* 
fiill alive. He difengaged the legs of -the knight, 
which Uy under the horfe ; he then untied the hel* 
^net of this warrior, eafed him of his weighty cuirafs, 
and not having ftrengtk fuffici^nt to lift him out of 
the ditch, he lay down by him* and* m that poUur^ 
iucceeded in railing up his head and (houlders. Th? 
unknown knight now began to breathe > he opened 
his eyqs, and recovered the ufe of his fenfes. He 
was confeious, the moment he began to reflect on 
his fitiiation, that fome unexpected fuccour had re- 
ftored him. to life ; and in feeking for his deliverer, 
who fuftained his head, and took up fo fmall a fpace 
behind him, he met with a little hand, which he 
knew could not be that of a foldier. At the fytpe 
inftant, a childijh voice afked him if he were wounds 
«d ? " What/' cries tb$ unknown kwght 4 " is it a 

chilH 
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child that has faved my lffc f"-~« flow happy am I," 
interrupted Mirva, " to hear you fpeak ! I may then 
flatter myfelf to have faved thelife of a man. Oli- 
ver, I am fure, when, he hears of this, will not cinder 
me for nfy giddinefs, and my princefs will be afrefted 
at it, will embrace me, and love me ftill better. But 
c % an you get up ? I fhould be. fo happy to fee you 
pn your legs." Upon this, the ftranger being deeply 
affefted at the foft voice of his young deliverer, turn- 
ed his head about, took Mirva in his arms, and prefix- 
ing him foi^bme time to his bofom, he felt the tears 
of this engaging boy mix with thofe he himfelf fhed. 
At length the warrior, leaning upon the fhoulders of 
Mirva, arofe, and left the ditch with him ; but fo 
Weak was he, that he could not long afford Mirva 
the fatisfaclion of feeing him upon his legs. He lay 
down on the grafs; and, queftioning the boy, he 
learnt his age, his name, and that he was the favour- 
ite page of the duchefs ; the warrior then declared, 
without naming himfelf, that he was one of the 
knights of the allied army. After this explanation, 
the ftrangef, having recovered his ftrength, arofe, 
and taking the hand of the boy, " My dear Mirva," 
laid he, " without your afliftance I had infallibly pe- 
rifhed in this ditch j I can only exprefs my gratitude 
in yielding myfelf up your prifoner. I am well ac- 
quainted with the fpot where we now are » I fhall 
be able to guide you \ come on, you fhall prefent me 
to your princefs, and I may venture to believe fhe 
will fet fome value upon this homage." " Np, no," 
replied^ Mirva, " thofe only are prifoners who are 
taken in battle. When the combat is over there are 
'no more enemies 5 but I confefs I have often envied 
the knights who have had the happinefs of bearing 
their glorious trophies to Beatrice 5 if, then, you 
will give me a piece of your armour, I fhall feel the 
higheft gratification in prefenting it to my princefs." 
._« I will do more," replied the knight; " I will 

• ' bring 



THE SWAN. . 349 

bring it you myfelf to-morrow morning; and of 
this I, give you my word." — f< Well, returned 
Mirva, " you will bring me back my h$rfe at the 
fame time, for I fhall lend him to you, to enable you 
to return to night to your camp." The ftranger, 
deeply affected, refufed the generous offer ; but 
"Mirva infifted fo forcibly, telling him he would take 
guides from the cottage to conduct him to the caftle* 
that the knight at laft confented to what he defired ; 
for he knew that Mirva could reach the caftle in 
three quarters of an hour. He accompanied 'him to 
the cottage ; procured him guides, whom he paid . 
generously, adding, that the princefs would IJkewH* 
recompenfe them ; he then tenderly embraced Mirva, 
mounted his horfe,and took his leave of him, repeat- 
ing his promife of vifiting the court of Beatrice the 
next morning early. * 

Mirva's return caufed an univerfal joy at the caftle. 
Every one was fond* of him ; and ever fince the re- 
turn of the troops, the Knights of the Swan and the 
duchefs were under the greateft uneafinefs on account 
of this charming child. Mirva was chidden and ca- 
refled 5 but he related but part of his ftory, not men- 
tioning the adventure of the unknown knight, in 
order to procure the duchefs an agreeable furprife for. 
the next day. In fpite of the fatigue of the day, the 
boy flept but little, for the recollection of the ftrgn* 
ger, the defire he had to fee him by day-light, and: 
to receive his prefent, kept him awake almoft the. 
whole night. The next morning Barmecide, after. . 
having demanded a fafeconduct, arrived at the caftle 
' at ten o'clock ; he immediately repaired to Oliver's 
chamber, and found the knight lymg upon a couch, 
and' converting with Ifambard* Barmecide related 
to them, tjiat Gerold's horfe having been killed i& 
the defeat of the. preceding- day, he had given hint 
his own ; that he had afterwards taken one of his 
{quire's hosfesih hafte, but: that, unfortunately th- 
. , M3 » aniir 



%$o THE KNIOHT& OF 

animal was wounded, and unable to follow Gerok! % 
that x be had however, under favour of -the night, 
eluded the purfuit of the conquerors, by taking 
another road-, that finding hknfelf alone m a mea- 
dow, he endeavoured to leap the ditch in order to 
gain the forsft; that his haraffed and wounded 
horfe had fatten and broken a leg, and then died/ 
after rolling upon him in the ditch. Barmecide 
added, that being almoft {mothered under his 
weight and the weight of his own armour, and vio- 
lently ftunatd by the fell, he had lain fenfekfe on 
the ground; and he finished his. recital by relating 
in what manner he owed his life to young Mirva* 
% Oliver liftened to thefe particulars with equal tea- 
dernefs and furprife ; he Wormed Barmecide, tfyat 
Mirva was the fame child whom they had found 
in the prifons of Rotbold's cattle; Barmecide had 
then only a glimpfe of him, and neither having 
feen Mirva fince, nor heard Qrdalia's ftory, he had ' 
not been able to retain any remembrance of this 
child. Oliver reqnefted Ifambard to inform the 
duchefs of the' motive whkh brought Barmecide to 
the cattte-jd moment after, Beatrice and Axiana 
entered the room, accompanied by Ifambard, Roger, 
Angilbert, Lancelot, and Zemni. The duchefs afked 
an explanation of what fhe had been confnfedly hear- 
ing, and after having heard. Barmecide with the 
tendereft emotion, ft« immediately fent in queft of 
Mirva, who quickly made his, appearance. Barme- 
cide ruining towards him, {hatched him to his arms, 
and, ftratk with .his beauty, looked at him for fomc 
miifuteiwtth inexpreffible tendernefs. * At lair, fee)- 
ing his tears trickle in fpite of him down his cheeks, 
he placed the child near the duchefs. " Pardon, 
thadam," faid he, tf pardon a weaknefs I am unable 
to overcome^— Alas ! I -was once a father— had he 
lived, my fon, would have been juft that. age; he 
indeed might not ha*e had tfet reafbnand the for- 
ward 
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ward virtues of thfs incomparable boy-; but iv is- 
likely* that tjie child of Abaffa would have had his 
charming mien : tell me if I am miftaken ? — Do not 
you obferve in, Mirva's countenance fome Hkenefe to 
Abaffa ?' — Every one anfwered this oueftion in* «r 
different way, and* Barmecide, approaching the child* 
at length told him, that he was the unknown knight 
to whom he was indebted for his fife. Mirva, tra$- 
fported at thefe words, threw himfelf into his arms? 
« I have, brought back your horfe/' returned Bar- 
mecide, w and*, according to my promife;.. I bring., 
you a piece of my armour j here it" is*" On faying, 
this, he gave him a pair of golden, fpurs- " Re- 
ceive," faid he, " the honourable mark of chivalry*,, 
which in a few years I am fpre you will have a 
right to wears and receive likewife this; chain o£ 
precious {tones* which my wife, who loves you with- 
out having feen youj has charged me to prefect be- 
fides."v Mirva, quite enraptured, ernb*ace4 the 
knight a thoufand time? over, and then ran to ftfe*- 
fent the duchefs with the gifts, he had received, 
which he only defired' hi order to prefect to ber. 
« I imagine," faid* Beatrice, " that no knight will 
take ir aroifs, if I allow Mirva the honour of wearing. 
thefe fpur9.for a whole day." — Every one applauded 
.the idea, and Beatrice inJftantly mking the happy, 
Mirva upon her lap, and putting on the Jpurs, " Dear 
jphild," faid ihe, " remember it is to humanity th?t 
thou oweft this glorious: diftinftion 5 and when in 
future thou {halt wear thefe {purs in battle, let them 
iSGall-feo thy ipind tfcis aftion of thy childhood, and* 
the virtues of the generous Barmecide." At this 
name, which, he bad not yet heard propounded,. 
Mjrva.ftarted. ♦« Barmecide," returned he, « what; 
\* that the great Barmecide,"^* Yes," replied th,* 
duchefs, ««. it is he himfelf \ but who ever fpoke t? 
you »hp«H him ?"— * No one in this caftle, but th* 
jjltf fiame I evef beard uttered wtf tfct of Barm*- 
k -. ' cid 

» The knighta alone were allowed to wear golden fyvn. 
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cide.'^— "*Anct in what country ?"—« In my own, 
the name of which I forget, for I was, I believe, 
but five years old when I left it." During this fliort 
, dialogue, Barmecide, trembling and befide himfelf, 
liad changed colour twenty times. " Ah, madam," 
faid he to the duchefs, « deign to have compaffion 
upon my folly — an abfolute folly, I confefs ; — but in 
the name of heaven give me leave to afk the child 
fome queftions. Mirva," continued he, « do you 
recoileft whether the country of which you fpeak 
be near this place ? w — " O, I know it lies a great 
way off— a great way." — u And why did you leave 
it ?" — I know not. I remember only that I had a 
good uncle, whom I faw going away, and I have not 
forgotten his name, becaufe I repeated it a long while 
afterwards to my father ; for I was always thinking 
of it."- — " And what was the name of this uncle ?" 
— -" His name was Nafuf/*— At this time a general 
cry was raifed in the chamber, and Barmecide, loft 
in 'amazement, afked permiffion of the princefs to 
take off Mirva's coat, in. order to look for the happy 
token, which would remove every doubt. The 
fhoulder of the child was inftaiftly uncovered, and 
the impreffion of the little olive wreath was clearly 
diftinguiflied upon it. *.At the fight of this, Barme- 
cide, no longer able to fupport the excefs of his hap- 
pinefsj cried out, " O, my child !" and fainted away 
In the arms of Ifambard. Ffhall riot take upon me 
to defcribe the moving picture of Barmecide, fur- 
rounded by his friends, recovering his fenfes, and 
feeing his weeping child at his feet kiffing his un- 
nerved hands, and preffing his knees to his Dofora. 

I am qualified indeed to paint terrour and defpair ; 
frightful experience has- familiarifed me with all the 
keeneft fenfations 6f pain ! But long fince a ftranger 
to joy, how fhoiild I be able to exprefslts move- 
ments ? — O thou, whom abfence, whom our common 
misfortune, and thy dangers, render, were it poffi- 
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ble, ' ftill dearer to my* heart ! O, my daughter f 
when juftice (hall have revoked the cruel decree 
which feparates us, when I .fhall have preffed thee in 
my arms, I (hall no longer envy the lot of Bar- 
mecide 5 and then I may paint, with all the truth 
of nature, both his happinefs, and the transports 
of a mother who recovers the deareft of children, 
and one the moft deferving of mafernal affection. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

VENGEANCE. 

Homme*, ou demons, qui que vous fpyez, oferez-yous juftifier les 
attentats contre mon independance par ie droit du plus fort ?..,>.. 

Etre fuperbe et dedaigncux, qui mcconnois tes freres, ne verras»tu 
jamais que ce mepris rejaillit far toi ? Ah ! fi tu veux que ton orgueil 
folt noble, aies aflez d'elcvation pour le placer dans tes rapports ne- 
ceflaires arec fes malheurfUT, que tu avilis. Un pere commute, one 
ime immortelle, une felicitl* future, voila ta veritable gloire, veil* 
auffi la lenr. 

L'Abbe Kay sal, 

IN the midft of the moft affecting and tumul- 
tuous fcene which nature is capable of producing, 
the happy Barmecide was heard feveral times to pro- 
nounce the names of AbafTa and Nafuf. He wrote 
to Gerold*to inform him of his happinefs : and Zewini 
was charged with thfc double commiffion of carrying 
the letter, and conducting AbafTa and Nafuf to the 
caftle. 

But Mirya, notwithstanding the joy of having re- 
covered his father, exprefled feme uneafinefs refpect- 
ing bis adoptive parents. « I belong to them like* 

wife" 
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wife," find he ; « Diauias has faveoVmy life. Tpkbr 
out him, my dear father, and even without Oliver, 
yxm never would have fcen your fon !" — i( Come, 
don't diftrefe thyfelf," cried Barmecide, emigrating 
him *, " fhould I be a father if I did *e* frare thy 
gratitude towards thy henefa&ors ? Yes, thoti fhaU 
ftill be the fon of Diaulas and Ordalia** I will my- 
felf conduct thee to their arms $ I will go aod prtfs 
againft my heart the beneficent hand which difarmed 
the mtfnfters that were ready to devour thee. In a 
word, be affured I fltat! ever confult thy adoptive 
father and the generous Oliver in every thing that 
concerns thee; and fhall never act but in 'concert 
with them." Mirva replied by the tendered carefies ; 
for this affurance . rendered him perfectly happy. 
The duchefe made him relate all that he knew of 
his own ftory. He told her, that the man, to whofc 
care Nafuf had delivered him, called himfelf his 
father ; that be todk him with him upon a journey r 
that he died almoft fuddenly at a paltry inn; that. 
the people of the houfe drove away the unfortunate 
Mirva } that he wandered about the woods, finding 
»o hofpitality but among cottages \ that at laft a man 
who was going into s Saxony took charge of him* agd 
brought him to Erefbourg ; that there he was fold to 
the priefts of the temple of Irminful ; that he remain- 
ed there more than a year, was well treated, and 
little imagined himfelf to be one of the victims, of 
whom they only took care, to have them to immo- 
late in times of public calamity* 

In fpite of the inexpreffible pleafure of hearing 
Mirva, of looking at him, and holding him upon his 
knee, Barmecide counted every tainute with extreme 
impatience, till the arrival' of Abafla and Nafuf* - At 
length they came ; and Abafla experienced the dear* 
eft and pureft delight which the human heart is ca- 
pable of feeling At the fight of Mirva, Naibf re- 
Reived the complete reward of his.heroi^ attachment 

and 
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and his "virtues ; and Barmecide, {unrounded by his 
friends; taking fucceffi^ely to his arms his happy 
wife, his fon, and Nafuf, was convinced at laft,sthat 
the fpiendours of greatnefs, and even of glory, are 
but vain chimeras, when compared to the delicious 
enjoyments of friendship, of gratitude, and of na- 
ture. Nafuf informed him, that, dreading the in* - 
tended journey of Baripecide to Mecca would excite 
the fufpicions of the caliph, he had determined to 
employ the cruel artifice which was fo neceffary tor 
the fafety both of the child and its father^ to which, 
m fact, Mirva owed his life. Nafuf, alarmed even 
at his refidence in AjGa,Tent him into Europe under' 
the* care of a man on* whoih he could depend. He 
received accounts of him during the fpace of two 
years $ after which time he heard no more of him* 
He imagined Mirva was dead, and therefore re- 
frained from •making any mention of thefe circum* 
fiances. 

Asa fufpenfion of arms had been agreed upon, 
which feemed to be the prelude to a treaty of peace* 
Barmecide remained two days at the caftle, and 
fpent the greater part of the time in Oliver's apart* 
Bient. . The latter, more agitated than ever, ftood 
in need of Something to divert his attention ; and 
this he found in the happinefs and friendship of 
Barmecide. Tormented by bitter regret aAd unavail-*' 
ing remade, he had not. been able to tafte a mo- 
ment's quiet fince the day on which the duchefs bad 
difcovered his Sentiments ; and although chance had 
ttctrayed .the fecret, yet he confidered with forrow, 
that had v it not been for his weaknefs and impru- 
dence, Beatrice would have never known it. Th# 
princefs, now confcious- of being beloved, had re- 
gained her fweet and interefting gaiety, and all the 
enchanting graces of her Vnind. In vain was it that 
Oliver impofed upon himielf the moft rigorous ft~ 
knce. Beatrice, afiured of the pofieffien of hi*' 
. , : hear" 
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heart, feemed ever fatisfied with him : this (he was 
cohtiniially Showing id a tljoufand different ways, 
and always with equal fenfibility and delicacy. Each 
day feemed to refine the paffion of Oliver ; he loved 
her with all the violence of which his ardent foul 
could be fufceptible ; and often would he enjoy, in 
fpite of himfelf, the" idea that (he was confcious of 
his flame. The foft fatisfactioft fhe manifeffed in 
that regard rendered her ftill more intereftingf in his 
eftimation ; but quickly recollecting his misfortunes, 
his crime, his vows, and, above all, his friend, he 
became terrified at his fituation, and fhuddered when 
"he caft. his eyes on the future. Murderer of an in- 
nocent wife, he was deeply fenfible that a new mar- 
riage, on that fole account, was a crime which no- 
ching would juftify.' That guilty project, therefore, 
never came into his mind ; but in what manner was 
it incumbent upon'him to act ? Was it poffible that 
Beatrice, who was now acquainted with his fcnti- 
ments, could confent to make choice of Ifambard for 
a hufband ? And even in that chimerical fuppofition, 
could he ftill venture to flatter himfelf^ that he could 
have gencrofity enough to remain at the court, a 
tranquil fpe&ator of the happinefs of his friend ? No, 
furely, in that refpect he could not deceive himfelf} 
he was fenfible that he fhould then be compelled to 
"have recourfe to eternal exile, to feparate himfelf for 
ever from Ifambard and from Beatrice, and thus at 
the fame time to lofe tbe fole objects of his affection. 
He was deficous then that Beatrice fhould remain 
free, but in fuch cafe, Ifambard would be unhappy, 
and it would befides be neceffary to quit the duchefs ; 
k would be neceffary to tear himfelf from her in 
ipite of her forrow, her love, and her defpair, and 
to leave her with the diffracting confcioufnefs, that 
Ihe would perhaps never recover her happinefs, or 
even her peace' bf mind. Thus in every point of 
>fcw did Oliver fosefee a frightfel dcftiny for him* 

felf, 
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felf, his friend, and the duchefs. He was likewife 
aware, that Beatrice, being certain of his love, would 
find the greater difficulty in conquering an unhappy 
paffion. He fawthat her heart had again given re- 
ception to hope j and though his refolutions were not 
to be fliaken, he could not conceive how he ihould be* 
able to remove entirely the illutions which were fo ne- 
c^flary to her happinefs. He had for a long while 
flattered himfelf, that at leaft there might yet be a 
happy and brilliant deftiny in ftore for Ifambard, who 
in the courfe of time might fhare the fentiments of 
the amiable Axiana \ but this hope was now vanifhed ; 
for he obferved, that the princefs had at laft opened 
her eyes upon Ifambard's paffion for Beatrice, and 
that ever fince that difcovery, (he ufed her earneft 
endeavours to fubdue an inclination which reafon no 
longer approved. 

Barmecide being now obliged to return to the camp 
of the allies, repaired to Oliver's chamber an hour 
before he left the caftle. " I have brought you," 
faid he, " a writing which will intereft you. The 
very evening in which Providence had reftored us to 
our child, Nafuf told me, that it was absolutely ne- 
ceflary, that the caliph Aaron fhould be informed of 
this unlooked-for happinefs. Nafuf has, in fa&, 
written to the caliph, and has fhown me his letter, 
which I have paffeda part of the night in tranflating, 
in order to procure you the perufal of it. 

Nasuf to the Caliph Aaron al Raschid. 

«« Recognife thefe chara&ers^ which never offered 
to thine eyes but the vile affurance of an idolatrous 
refpeft and a blind fubmiffion. It was a (lave who 
then exprefled himfelf; thou art now going to hear 
the language of a free man. It is not by having 
taken my flight j it is not in abandoning my country, 
that I have recovered the rights which nature had 
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ghren me ; virtue alejae can efface the ftains of 
flavery. Yes* in thy very palace, under the appa- 
rent abjection of thy horrid favour, I knew how to be 
free » I dejpifed thee, and I faved Baroiecide. Yes,. 
tyrant, Barmecide is alive r united for ever with hi* 
•wife, and his fon, hifrhappihefs is my work. I envy 
not thy bloody exploits, thy fatal conquefts, and the 
throne which thou difhonouxeft *, and even before I 
hated thee, my foul, elevated above thine r kn#w how 
to prefer Barmecide to thee. Loaded with fetters, i 
bowed before thee, but my independent heart was 
pojnefied by him : the tyrant obtained a vain homage 
only > the true workup belonged to the hero* Dareft 
thou to accufe me of ingratitude ? Ah, cruet ro^n! I 
% was iorthy eyes nothing more than a vite inftrunient r 
formed to anfwer thy road pnrpofe** In the madjicfs 
of thy boundlefs pride, thou imaginedft to acquire by 
dint of hrgeffes the dreadful right of enljaving my 
foul, of (lifting in it all fentiments of juftice, com- 
panion,; and humanity v. in a word, to corrupt and 
violate it at the pleafure of thy caprice and paeons* 
•trrlfwas thus that thou commandedft me to inurd*? 
Barrnecide— thus it was* that in order t4* fave inno- 
cence, I did not hefitate to declare royfelf thy ac- 
complice. Fron* thy hand I received the 4agge*> 
which was intended to immolate the benefaHo? ofthe 
Eaft; in all the ftupid confidence of ferocity, thou 
faweft me depart from thy prefence. — I returned 
before thee pale and bloody \ thou imaginedft thou 
faweft the blood of Barmecide upon my^garrnents ; 
thou contemplatedft it with eager avidity. Barba- 
rian ! it was my own y but this generous blood was no 
longer the blood of a Have * r I had the refolution to 
fpill it myfelf, to elude thy fury. The largs,. wound, 
which opened again in thy prefence, (and never in 
battle had I received a wound fo. glorious) I had in- 
flicted myfelf with the weapon, thou, gaveft me for a 
guilty purpofe. i arn aware that ferns traces of 

- 'greatnefs 
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greatnefs fall rtmatif in thy corrupted hear^, and «$y 
hatred is gratified aft it ; thy moft intolerable putrid*- 
roeut (hall be, tp be forced to admire in fecret the 
virtue of a flave, to feci, hi fpite of thy pride, that 
the foul of Naiuf is fuperior ta thy own. Is it no-, 
thing to have encountered fa many perils, to have ex- 
posed myfelf fo often to. thy implacable vengeance ? 
I have braved ignominy. I bore far two years the " 
execratten of the public, and, what thou canft not 
conceive* I fuffered it with fereriity. Acknowledge; 
tjien that a nobler and. more powerful fpring of aftioa 
oxifts than the love of glory * learn that there are 
fublime facrifices, which Virtue alone can make, and; 
of whkh &e is, at onee both the motive and the re* 
compenfe. Thou, who haft never aded but to ob~ 
tain the applaufe of men, what is now thy refuge ? 
In fpite of the flatterers who fhrround thee, thou- 
eanft not deceive thyfelf refpedking the horror of thy 
crime \ I have been wknefs to thy terrible remorfe * 
I have feen thee weep at, thy fame ; but thou thinkeft 
to have yet preferred fome pretenfions to public ad* 
miration* and this hope is but vain illufion. It & prin- 
cipally in juftice and goodnefs, that the perfonal glory 
of fovereigns confifts : whatever otherwife iihiftratee 
their reign, is lefs thehr own work than that of their 
minifters, then* generals, and their foldiers. Barme- 
cide was during fix years the tutelar divinity of thy 
x e*npire* The people, the impartial judges of thofe 
who govern them, knew thy failings and thy vices*! 
in the caliph, however, they refpedted the benefa&o* 
of a hero, in him they cherifhed the friend of Bar- 
mecide. But to the grand vizier alone they attributed 
thofe admirable eftablifliments of beneficence and ge- 
nerality which were made under thy name i and 
pofterity-will confirm the equitable judgment of love 
and gratitude. And now, fince Barmecide ha| dis- 
appeared, what is become of this flouriftiing empire 1 
The oppreffed people feel the heafy chains of defpo- 

tifin 



j6o the knights of 

trfm gall them afrefii, wfoile an able hand could have 
lightened, without breaking them. Fallen from thy 
artificial grandeur, equally defective in genius and in 
virtue, the pbjeft of hatred and contempt, thou 
canft no longer reigtr but through fear. And in this 
fhamefrildegradation,thou ftill thinkeft thyfelf formed 
to domineer over mankind. The vile prejudices of 
ftupid pride ftill perfuade thee, that' the fupreme 
Being has created the nations of Afia with hfunoital 
fouls, with inclinations and paffions,- and the power 
of choofing between virtue and 'vice, only to ftbjeft 
them, to thy yoke $ to render them more-fubmiffive 
to thy will than the {avage beafts, the free inhabitants 
of the^aft forefts of thy empire. For fear can never 
intimidate, nor fcntiment feduce them ; they pre- 
ferve in all . its energy the noble Jnftintt of indepen- 
dence, and v thou canft not? bend them to flavery. 
And while nature only allows thee to ufurp a weak 
and momentary authority over- them, an authority 
founded upon addrefs and cunning, and not upon 
power, thou canft think fbe has given thee the right 
to bring thy fellow-creatures into bondage ! -In order 
to feel all the abfurdity p£ this horrid blafphemy, re- 
collec*b thy own weakneffes, and the crimes which 
ftaia: thy life, -and recolleft alfo the conduct of thy 
flave Nafufc Gompare our fentimenfs, our charac- 
ters, and above all, our aftions, and then judge if 
heaven have formed thee to command, and me to 
pbey." 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 
THE V W. 

J*aime affcz tnon wnant, peurrenoncer alni. 

Bajaxrt HSr.RACllTB. 

■ e 1c prcghLere 

Mofle dalla fperanza in tfio iicura 
S'alzar volando alle celefli sfere, 
Come va foco al ciel per fua natura. 

' TASfO. 

THE negotiations for peace were broken up fome 
.days after the departure of Barmecide ; hoftilities 
again commenced, and laftednear three weeks, with- 
out any decifive advantage to either fide. In the 
.mean while Oliver, now perfectly cured of his wound* 
had a particular conference with the other French 
knights upon the operations of the war, and he com- 
municated to them a plan of attack which he himfelf 
had invented. The plan was as bold as it was well 
combined, andJiis countrymen eafily gave into k j for 
.the French in all agjes have been diftinguifhed for a 
brilliant temerity of courage and a happy prefejati- 
jnent of victory. The- other generals at firfl oppofed 
the meafure, but after iong debate the plan was at 
length adopted. When the duchefs was informed of 
the decifion, (he gave herfelf up to all the difquietude, 
which an enterprife of fuch temerity and danger was 
calculated to. create. Shexefle&ed with equal dread 
and pain, that Oliver, having conceived the idea of 
.it, was in fome refpeft anfwerable for the event* and 
that he^would brave .every thing, and expofe himfelf 
to danger with more than ordinary boldnefs, to en- 
fure its fuccefs. On the following morning, a little 
before day-break, it was agreed to attack the princes 
in their awn camp* and this was accordingly executed. 

After 
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After an obftinate battle, the "army of Beatrice forced 
the firft entrenchments of the en^my > but foon being 
checked by the valour and ability of the count of Ba- 
varia, was obliged to have recourfe to a fecond battle. 
Viftory for a while remained undecided ; Gerold, re- 
marking that the troops commanded by the duke of' 
Frhili began to fall into diforder, fent Barmecide to 
that quarter } at the fame njpment Oliver advanced 
up to the count of Bavaria, and aflailed him with 
tmpetuofity. The count was preffed fo clofe, that he 
coaid neither manage his horfe, vfhieh 4>egan to 
prance and rear, nor make any ufe of Ms lance. 
Oliver feized the bridle of the horfe : the / count in- 
ftantly fpurred him on with great violence ; the beait 
took a prodigious leap, and Gerold, at the fame time 
Endeavouring to ftrike his adverfary with his fword, 
hirhfeif received a very dangerous wotmd. Oliver, 
for the fecond time, ruined upon his foe, driving 
away and overturning all he found before him. Ge- 
rold, no longer able to defend himfdf was difarmed, 

" and taken prifoner by the Knight of the Swan. At 
the fame inftant, too, a party of Gerold's troops laid 
down their arms, and yielded therirfelves np to the 
conqueror. The re(t took their flight. The rout 
betitme general on the part of the enemy ; the duke 
of Friuli was flain by Ifambard. Th^ camp was 
forced, a prodigious number of prifonerswere taken, 
and the battle proved decifive. ' Oliver was feelingly 
fettve to the glory and good fortune of this memorable 
day. To him was owing the plan of attack and the 

.overthrow of the count of Bavaria. The whole 
»my inftantty and unanhnoufty decreed him the ho- 
nours of triumph ; Ifambard hafteried tfc bear the 
happy news of vittory to the duchefs ; arriving before 
the reft, he fuddenly appeared before her. Beatrice 
ttt iMng him entteavourDi to rift ; but, Teady to faint, 
Ae ftnk down again 'upon her ftat, pronouncing 
^rtth fc«kte*dice:the name of OKver. ** blktim,* 
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#kid Tfembard, * f ou wiU foon-fe« Oliter, tic is ftA* 
his gfciiius and yaiour have terminated the War* h* 
-brings you ^he count of Bavaria, whom he has takett 
prifoner j you have nowno more enemies, *nd fc H 
Oliver who has delivered -you from them. The army 
iias proclaimed him the hero <of the <ky % you art. 
going to fee him appear crowned by his very rivals j 
bu{ beperiufcdfed thefe are not hi his ey«s his real tri- 
timph ; that triumph his g*eat foul cfcn 6tid*,<ynlf 
here." ** Dear and generous Ifatnbardj" cried Bea«- 
trice, flhediJing a totrent of teart. Oft faying this fee 
held out href arms- to him*; the tender Iftwnbatd knek 
J wkh one knee on the ground, and Beatrice leaning 
towards him, preffed her cheek agafnft'hfe. This fe- 
Tobr, which ihe had never before granted, was only 
.a frefh avowal of her tendetrtefe for Oliver. Of this 
Ifambard was but too confcious* but the adored face 
of Beatrice touched his own ; he felt her tears fell 
down his cheeks % he ventured to pref$ her hands 
m agamft his heart ; he experienced a delicious fenfa- 
tion, though not unmixed wMi pain ; he lamented his 
very happhtefs'; in a word, both happy and jealous, 
he envied and toefifed his rival. Shortly the ndife -of 
«warlike inftruments announced the return of the con- 
querors, and Beatrice went forth to receive diem. 
The tnodeft' Oliver, confounded in the crowd, 
inarched in filencfe behind Axiana, Ttecteric, and 
-the French iroops, giving his arm to -the *otmt of 
Bavaria, who was fopported On the *ther hand by 
Barmecide \ for the latte*, upon the retreat of the 
<ronquering army, had givefc himfclf up priftwer ih 
trrdor topartake the fete of- his friend. The dudnd&, 
notwfehftahding Iter joy atid hfcpphiefe, tdtfd hot re- 
frain from weeping on feeing GereM in, the tftjd**» 
- thblv condition hrto which fortune hted thrown Mill*; 
iht ffelt how touch this amiable and ahrfhrious pi frit 
smuft fuftr hi appearing before her in thtshtimafiietittg 
zxA ftoow&l iteration. Foil of tfcfc idfca, Beatrice 

advanced 
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9)hrt^t«wwf(k the count, tV&y aU thaft &e.n?i)ft 
(enter *ai^/ddk^ ^giBtt^iicAty-<c#14 prompt, <*e- 
r*id Reived to her . wkhchafteircd looks; and replied 
m*h .noWtoefs and fktiplkity* The £ucbefc con- 
Aii&pi/bim^iotoricxMfa£>t^|KlvUloo9 of the. caftie: 
fi*e then c*Jkd her furgeons,: who, examining his 
W>undf* judged them cot to be efctreraery dangerous. 
I&4trjce prohibited all kind. of. Rejoicing and tumiil- 
tftoul ferity in the palace v but fhe.pofle4 the reft 
*©f? the*daywkh the knights, whawere afTembied.to- 
gQthgr. -.Oliver fat out of the circle * t yet Beatrice 
^fteSiraet his looks, and, <not being ablet© coftverfe 
wkh&im? fhe feemed to be wholly taken up during 
the evening with Ifambard 5 for (he. was -To much 
pleafed with him for having announced the. events 
Which made her fo happy, and JuV prcfence revived 
fo agreeable* a recollection, that /he experienced a 
grateful *fenfation every time fhe call her eyes upon 
Jbjm, or even heard the found of his yoke*. - . 

The next day thefurgeon took off the firft dreffings 
which they had applied to Gerold's wounds, and 
after having .probed them* they declared fc^Jar^ae- 
cide (hat they were mortal. The ipconfolable Bar- 
mecide would no more quit his unhappy friend, and 
paiTe^l ail his days and nights by his bed-iide. On. the 
evening of the third day the. count fell gradually into 
a kind of lethargy. Barmecide, who had heeu lend- 
ing all the attendants* one after the. other, for medi- 
cal affiftance f was now all alone with him. Seeing 
him without motion, and no Longer hearing him 
hreathe, he thought him dead ; : ane}* diftrac9te4 with' 
grief*, he left the chamber, in the? wildeft manner to 
haften and procure the fuccour which he hintfelf con- 
fidered as unavailing. A few ft eps.fr on; tjie door he 
met Delia,, who had not been feen .for fp^r clays pafi^ 
becaufe ihe had paused all that, time,, fecjpded in her 
own apartment* Barmecide,, too deeply enggpfled by 
farrow to be ftruck withthe^fiijgttlarjty of this.rpcet- 
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ingt paged on one fide without fpeakiflgr ^ her ; but, 
hearing his groans, (he flopped Urn*, faying, « Whaci 
k he worfe then ?" " Ah madam," cried Bawneeide* 
* the unfortunate count of Bavaria is no- more !" Of* 
uttering th^fe word«s he prcdipkatcly wk Www, a#d 
Delia ruihed into Gerald's, apartment. 8W ap- 
proached his bed-fide, .and remained a woman* ma* - 
tionlefs, furveying the fad obje& wfaklvprefemed k* 
felf to her view* Gerald's face was turned towards 
her, his: eyes appeared'to be Quit jfer evir* the pale* 
nefs of death was fpread over his browy one of hi* 
arms* was extended on tke bed.*— Delia,/ Ml ftgtndtng 
by him, furveyed him without iheddieg tears* 
Defpair dried up. their fource. « Unfortunate man !'* 
faid flae, « at hAr tliou ait delivered from, the drgacU 
ful puniihment of loving without hope ! I ought U* 
envy, and not lament thee?— But at leaft I am- fore 
of not furviving thee."— On faying this, flie leatotr to* 
wards the bed with a gloomy look and wild demesnes 
our, and caught hold of' Gerald's hand ; fte was 
aftonlftied to find it ftill warm* A fceiflfe • gleam -o£ 
hope made her irart and (buckler ; left weaned from 
life, flie.becasne now morerfenfible to grief, and her 
tears began to flow.— With' : trembling hand {he fek 
the paife of Ger*M f and imagined /he difeovered a 
languid motion.- She fell upon her knees, and pour- 
ing forth a flood, of tears j "O God," erted- fee, 
« deign to reftoire him to life, and I tow to-confecrate 
mine to thy-fervicte; Lct^hiin live, and I will hence- 
forth live but for thee ! In tbis terrible moment, it k 
.love which ftiil dare* to mipiore thee, but love which 
immolates itfelf!" — Scarce had fee pronounced thefe 
words when Geri&id was heard to figh* "Great 
God," ^riedfhc, withtraafport, "fcrehewtlie faired 
vow !"— At ths&fe words fhe arde and looked W Ge- M 
rokt; His eyes-were ftftlclofed ; Dfliia leatff. toMrffs 11 
him: "'Receive* feid flie; ^ tfcisettrail adidJ— thl^'' 
laft kiiVi'*— Thus fpsakmg, Jhe applied ter*i?J>s/ to 
Vol. XL . N his; 
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Mferr'atshm irtfttot Gecrfd ftadadyapenedrbis flyn \ 
^\h%wt zhnd fhtitMy afid<4»fafgwai;ed'as quiekas 
£tghtfting*< Tfe*ourfty>wlKi had inc* jfterfe&ytmo* 
tm«d Wfe ft»fes, Jw4 )feot aft incHftiafrideaiof this 
teiwier orobracfc *,. fte-fcadi.ttily: a c^nfafod^iinipfe of & 
<m>ittan #ith diflHv^cd[h^k> : making a prccipiute re- 
treat £ bot the 'ideal of this, fceae was ftrcngly im- 
3>feSMo<i hi$*noinory^ : «^ : . r 

H-Itt t&e oacw white fttfmccide returrwd; with the 
ptiyficsans, <a*d bis joy w*as equal tp hb furprife pn 
reading tbe^aoyfrt reswed* andiiajf traWed.«p> leaning 
rtippfc ontf hand, and with t)ne other htild*a&g back the 
curtain, while he "was looking ftedfaftly, towatds the 
VdoOr j- for he wa$ ftilL gazing, after the objeft which 
Jud iuft difappeared. Having* however, no. diftinft 
idea* he was wable to give, any accou&t of wh^t had 
difturbed him. The phyficians*, after having: exa- 
tn'med Gcrold, found himnauch better i<atfdi>ntbe 
jnext morning they declared hiofciOi&pf. 4^ 
youth* and th* ftrengtb p£ hi^cozj^tU^|i,vgiH«ri- 
buted rapidly, to his recovery,.*^ Jn $he<<€m*rfe of 
five pr fix days he wa« well enoi^to teawirff 6ed. 
One evening, being alrae with Barmecide HJivptA 
reftite to yon/' faid ke, <« a dream J ^ad dwiflg my 
illnefs, which ftilldwelk on my ^iadxiaj^tfe^re- 
tQ€mbraitco of which, far froni weakening, b^mes 
,4?very ; <&y tnore <jppwerftd in p^gportw^i myhideis 
g^row clearer. On r«overif*g fron^ ttyt : ,4eep lptrhwgy 
which gave y«u fatn^ck alarm} it ftefD§^to>sapiff*if 
.$ were in, the arms of anangeBc &gt&$,? > i($4)fap&rt 
}: an&diyiije truth, like that, of the; Creator i&ted j$e 
\ again* to exiftesce, and - reftored : me my rfe\il./l .IJt*d 
^only a gjlimpfe of this cdeftial b^ng ; W^R -M^reve 
,** look at it, itvanifhed in the ap* and t&w o/% its 
white garments, and its k>ng and waving iostej,- It 
had. tfee efcgant and finder form pf^owpmma in 
fuchforsn fur ety angds appear i-^-j l&kyr ^U^tbis. is 
only a vifion* $ kind of deliriun^ bro^gjtej^fc J>y the 
•- ' fever, 




fetfer, but you havestf) idea how fdroibiy ti hit ft 
«ie*" i :«< Ah, feigaior,? replied Barmecide irflich at- 
fe&ed, "what you call ari Hhiflon is **ot oner it was 
the unfortunate Dfelia that you fawL" > ** DeiW, J * cried 
<kro^^^<^)iAulC^ / thatr:9elb^l^^He fakl «o more* 
•* Yes/ feignicr/* returned Bafteecide, to the you ng 
and beauteous Delia, vribro^ to Iliad fttfpe&ed, che- 
rishing in fecret aTomantic paffion- jfor yoii, feiiow the 
*viftimr©f k; Sbe came'*hfe^,-few^yw on thfe verge 
*f thef - j>ravbj implored hfea^eti for jou wit^tfe 
doubte Wrvbtir of 'Innocence and lovey and* jpmtnlfett 
the Sufxreffte Being 1 , if h^ reftored y<iu<to heaitlr,qid 
ftut herfdf up for evfcr In a drifted '©nle&vJfcg 
£our chamber* Hie ran t6 Beatrice, and remained 
alone with her nhore that* three hours. The next d$f 9 
the duehefs m grefct affliSSon aceompatii^Ker'tdii 
toufe which flit has now given her. ~ This uaaafidft 
*rtll"bef kfcinedhtely transfctfmefl f into a mariaifery*. 
Workman are -e&ployed day and nigtnvdie grater afts 
already feed up. A pai*cy 'of nuns are arrived ' frotfi 
a neighbouring ton vent in order txS form a fifterhoo*$ 
fov the new 1 clotfter, which the ' duchefs is founding 
for Her young friend ; for, riot being able to changer 
her:r*fctotidh> Beatrice at leaft > determined *hat 
Delia {hail be in herneighbdufhood. * The pr lefts are 
ofrfered toa&end, every thing is' prepared-in.hafte 
'for this fad eerfetec^hy : m fine, Delia will inake this 
cruel fatrifiee' without further delay, in a week ffte 

• wBUake'the veil. This event has fprdad a glodfa 
*0Ver ail -the cattle y Lancelot, efpetially, who- is paT- 

^icmately fond <>f ' Delia, is incdniolable.* Every : 'orife t 

• I'muft corifefsfj is of opinion, that you ought to ,do 
every thing to friatch Delia from her ctaifter, becauTe 
the caiinbr pronounce an irrevocable vow before the 
expiration of a year;, arid as you have, hi faci/no 

■ farther profpe*cT: oncoming the hulbaijd of B eatrix 
you m'ufl allow, did you but know Delia, th 
Jfchedueheis, of CIeve% tnefe ddes not exift 
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more wqrthy ; qf "touching a&d fixing a heart 1&* 
yotirs, tbanherfelf.'f ( punn^^his difcourfe Gjerolcf 
*ra$ ftftjcfc, wi|)i fq much' aftonifhmsnt, that Barme- 
cide mi&hthav^ rontinu^d yipeat jng mucji longs* 
^tbo^t^ishayf^ganj de&e tp interrupt hioi. Tns 
reader muft, .r^.colUci tlje count's adventure wi*tti Aiv 
jfaofLciej and how- the latter, taking advantage of hi 
iiiftak€ 1: had made tarfeiifpafs for Delia 5 through 
,ihfe igipqfture the county ^eing perfuaded tKat Delia 
was the 910ft unworthy o( : lier fey,; could not' corir 
ceive the elevation of fentinient attributed to he/, or 
the real facrifice .which relulted- from, it. Forced, 
, tow.ever, to believe thefe ppjfitive fafts, he ioiagfned 
^ this, youjig perfon, in fpite of, the, depravation of her 
jpajuieprs, had conceived 2^ vlole^ paffion for hfanj 
feut. he was aj a lofs torecoijcile ».xie mixture qf love 
and, piety which Banpecide. had deiTcriibed^ wjtli the 
irregularity of her, conduct, of which he had fe f e# 
pofitjve proofs. He was, Joft In his reflections'; 
touched, however, in fpite of himfelf, wit^i the^ iteleb- 
dW.ikcrificp of ,wiiich he was the object:, he cqnfidexed 
M his duty to refgeii.- the reputation of a Tady, whpta 
regentftttce perhaps, as . well as love, h jad driven tp a 
,ck>iftp> apd 4id not difclofe. a word which cbulfigiv^ 
. Partpecide the leaft fujjiicion of the opinion fte.emer- 
, taimd,of pelia, , >;',!- . > . , . .^L '. r !' , 

' .Qneperfoji onlyin the palace (O^erihepa^was 

s.rible tocle^r ug the f coimt .of Bavarjys.miftake Vela- 

•/tive^tq tfc^e ifttereftinft^^lia^. bMt,^ 

\ his bed for fome days pa$ on account/ of *ij a vitlg'te- 

;. gi^fifeed 9 flight wqnncl hehad reef iyetf in (tKe latpt>at^ 

. .tie,- Be/wgs ferioufly jqd ^po|e<i, an4. n^- jn a fituaf ton 

; fcet converie. with, his friers," part in 

., the trai^facjiqns of thex.atye;...", Every tMn'g^'thp r ef&re 

. cdncui&ed to prolpng^the mi jtake' of Gerola. ' , '" 

Thesd^y on. which iQefia.was tp ^^ take; |heveif being 
arrived, Barmecide fo^inc} n^eaps.qf executing a plan 
he had. prerpeditated. Interefting himfeff greatly in 

the 



tj^e &J*l of Delia, he was fecretly affii&ed at the 
•countY infenfiWity i and 1 this kind of hardliearted- 
jaejs ^ attributed to his pafiipn for the duchefs. Bu* 
at the%me time he vras pertuaded that ftie youth of 
I)&ia,. and 'her enchanting beauty, woiilcf make the 
deepest, imprefhon upop him ; -efpecialfy fhould he fee 
her unexpectedly, and in Tome ffr iking point of view-* 
The count had been able to go but for two days' paft, 
and Barmecide conilfanth^accompanied liim oh his 
walks, ; It y/a$ no Siificult matter to' lead him to Dei. 
lia v s conyeht without his having the leaft idea of it ; 
former 0I4 fuppofecl the houfe was at a cbrifiderable 
dirfance, became he was acquainted with none but 
that, inhabited by Armoflede. On entering the wo&J, 
the coufit perceived FeveraX liorfes tied to the trees, 
ynih. the Fquires who were taking care of theni. 
« \y1iere can the knights be* tald Tie* * to whom 
thj?ie horfes belong ?"— " In ' that houfeT* anfwered 
BaTraeclde, . pointing to the hew, monastery \ ' " let us 

fo ift?. continued liej n we {hall Fee what could h&te 
rought together fo jnany jperfons upcm this Tp6$P 
Upon "this he advanced towards the houfej Ceroid 
followed him V Barmecide 1 , who, in concert ^with tKe - 
duchefs^ had . planned every thing beforehand, ell-, 
tercel with the count. They tfent acrots a gallery 
which led to the cnapel 5 advancing a Few pace&y Bar* 
njeclde opened a Tittle door ,5 Ceroid pelted through 
it with his friend, and Found himfeTf in a- grated 
clofef, which communicate^ with the chapel. -£he 
jiftoniflied count' beheld the* knights and ladies of the 
ccniri of r Beatrice in the chapel before him r He 
qquld not himfelf be Teen, but he clearly diftiiiguJ&ed 
alj tlie objefts about him ; imd whatftruck him moft, 
was*, a large grate which was clire&ly facing him, and 
which took up the whole width of the church 5 a 
b>lack veil was drawn behind the graW k <* Ah, Bar- 
mecide," exclaimed the county '«* Whither have you 
.brought uie?**— " Pardon r me, ieignior," return J 

■ •■ • Barme 



Btffrifctffffe, " I wdi defirbiis y6u flSMM-fe* fll^hta; 
Scht *MWm who ha* detfotefl li&felf for fo*r' febe.* 
ftfcroW was gotog'm'rejayj, wheri a figtial, itrtuteih 
fcfce hutisr dibii^, gave ftotfce tliarth* cetetttfcay vm 

^TfrdWScfc curtain^ %*>***«», *K!t r*mrik*e4i brtftod 
Hbte fcrate 5 fit a fet* moito^fcls aia ehchanf teg *&i<a wa* 
*e*ra*y ,whi£!* fang * hy ibri.-i'-The toothing fbtf&S^ 
Wat vofce xr&de G&rold ttitt* *n<! ■ B**m&ttte; ok- 
Utfvmg hi* ehiotfonj fakf : • "I kndw thS*^ «*aa**Sng 
Webmihi'lth'ilti nbvfce^fc& 'tiiiift* fing-'M'tlteflrei. 
fftit iAftaiit ; hot Tarn as ItAvXh totpxffe& 1 a£ ) f<khrf&f*\ 
ihie 4 Whcfetfiil Tweetnefs* of that voile} ffl^^fJdiSi 
%ev£r pretended to poflefs that etithtititiWg ftderiti'^nvd 
-tfo bne has ever heard her firig. w ^*-Jttft : he**^r 
'ittterrefpted Ceroid, » what ftct>Ylt<B&dri< -ySak&ihH 
Volie revive t— Are you certate thaf ft 'tidfotf? *<M€ ?* 
-A* Ve fpoke thefe wortte-the turtato was ^aW^aftde, 
'^tid 1 the fcharmirtg Deliay drefted In^lie -'«! nftoifl* fefeg- 
^nftlccihce,' advanced Itowly *towar<fc' tftt-grhh ^whfcfe 
j tetjatrit^, aR in tears; was' waiting ft* her^taf^her 
'thfe hbty Veil. Her youth; heir -'Itetoftjtf t&'tdu&ft% 
"*etf pr"efifen v of her countenance, the' hbbTfcnefs f ai&V^ 
-dipirV J tiP her mien, imparted filch* a •vihife fo thfe'fi- 
1 icttflW t, fHe'wfcs i gbthgTo iftake} th& no c&e 4 whtfbfc- 
; W!d h her 'cSuld refram from 'tlearfi^the^fihtrfc^re. 
'fitifidfed' tsritri ; 6rie umverfM 'rnbafi.^.THi4 , ebeprefflon 
~ bf ittbllc'tbttfcefh filled ug'thtf. hie'afiarVor* jGtbWd's 
v> iirteafib6S\ fte ccfuld"6rfly perceive the ftefpe v atad part 
' ( bf the;4Ms af Delia. The brteft,^ w&o?>*ft&3ed 
* fcHr, 'being plated hetwfcen.the ^kted'eibfeie^and h<fr- 
'Jeff; entirely; hid h^ fecc 1 ; but wheti pe w*s ; ticfir" the 
\ grate' tec-^ett !, v«h^W- , i , fe!V ,r j]fic*s r'DaBarad- 
« - ■ifiWytil 1 AiVmyj*' ' ' **wY > V» * * /yrtii;^!^ ; HaVin <* 'ia s ' fill? v VWw *^ 

ig:iiitt;^"fereaV e ©D 
eHng ibetfe Words; 
^fvtalk'<ftA^upott-hkfe^^ iiWy, ' f K*Wai 

Aw hi reality the unhappy and tender-hearted Maria, who 

had 
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bad taket* r^fug^ with ber pval in h<^sitf htfereiUsg 

sod. ^ea4ering h^rfelf agreeable to her r an^with a 

ww,4)f, being >ftniicf ai>l<* to, f G^rol$L . ^ T t^c .firft 

pfiv^a iiit^f view ;ih«l^dw^th t)a<3 d^cl^els* {£$ h#£ 

fallen at her feet and exclaimed, 1 am culgQJtUfind^ppr 

&tflty/ fBwtric^ traaited ^9&ipg*roore, &e_cecqve4 

tar 4n Jte* avofe, ^*k*4 Jtf* n^.qu^ftipnft asd* <aftqr 

haying, bad a* oppoptiittiiy, pi Audying her diijpoiitioj^ 

copc^e4 ,th«ite^ereft.W W. vMarijt 

<ta4 Vce^wrfe to po^he* fi&iop tban affumipg at>pj{- 

jrc+wed pafne* *i*d pr<^^4Hig'.to*^Wn in thi; 4$*%+ 

,*ipms of Gerotd, the better to accent for the ^V 

ta^hinem fhe willingly confeiTed ftte had fof; h|nj. 

Hyery day Q*e had fome interefting particular to xektf 

tq^fe dtHftdiconccrnJng this prince * flie hag $n 31*- 

«^ha|&ft^le : c^ieftiQn pf generous and beneficent a$- 

luqnB F^M* h^iperforijoedi fhe introduced fuch grace 

apcl feptjrpent into thefe recitals^ that, had ,it notion 

~^ r ^e arrival; of Oliyfr, they wsnjld perhaps, in tlje 

<^^rje«cif tinie^. have n?ade:fome impreffion upocttlje 

J*$a$t of () Beate-icc. : In this, manner did Maria avfji)ift 

.he^fcli^tUl jthe moment in which *h$ count was taken 

; prifDBerfr then, trexabjing for his recovery^ ^ threw- 

afidc, ajl diflimwlation. On leaving hi$ chanjbex.ihe 

. r^pairedjto, the jdjichefs, and* throwing herfelf at heir 

* fce^^^,el^re4?ner real name, made a Sincere /^feffioa 

. ofr ^r^ultand ' misfortime f> and related jhfc vc^,^ 

.. httLjg$ Ip^en making, of (hutting up ^fof ^"'ot; r 

.4^1, a, t^loiften The ducheft.in win ende^YOurea to 

.perj^iajdejher to change her refolption, Ttfaria "w/as up- 

-^tovpaWe; the enthufiaih* .of her .love and, her piety 

\ l^f9?$ e 4'ker that the life of 4 (^ejol^jw^s #ttacKed to 

tthe accpmplifbme^of thisk *r,u£l facrifi^./.4Thiis >£as. 

, ^Beatrice. f&ljgeA to give waj to ^er, prefSipg entities, 

Secretly ^ajtteri^g. herfelfy. ^qwever>' .^h«}i . f GejDp^d f 

.fopchsd, at^tliis ^deyote'di^is* ,wou}4 ^, a^&,tO;fuid 

'^e^ns 9/ , pvejeoming j*er_fc*uptesVa»<& ,$ tearipg 
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liar from (^ cpoaaftei^ M^e ^ 

her laft vow*. . /; - •: -•> ».; •. . /--• -.♦ - •:! . . 

In the mean while (Wo^hek^trefiicwd ft* *he 
jpafeaejf and finding fcimfdf ;agama1«*e wkJ^Baxme- 
cid$, explained to him*h*ca*-tfe of ^l^ertffanrdiiiary 
ftene hSrhad ^ been.:W4tfiefft^ aith- 

, out any tfifgnife, *he ftory of (themniartnmte Maria* 
Barmecide hail na<occ^^to k>€k^(tfac«iiial «rf this 
» prince to repentance Mid gra*kude. i tGerold* datjtdktg 
.-the tcndtr and generousI^iaffi<vcitfa**ito 
tcrefting tbw*re^ #ciqggft% 

-to her the f<ws which Beatrice had rejected. :Hb 
heart, deeply tonebed at -fush heroic f>a&on,nRa* -now 
alive orily*© Marlai* aiwl bcmoor a^Uaudbmtion'rtJifce 
mduced h>m to feivcto foft^n her. He nraaediatclf 
-wrote the «ioft pafiiottate epiftle, and Barmecide un- 
dertook to deliver k. The letter was rexeiv«d with 
-eqtfal fev&Whf ami eawotion. Maria read kowerifc- 
*erfft tones, bathing k with her tears * -fhc presnkcd 
to keep it a? long as fee lived $ but fixed in berTdtb- 
: fm-io», fee repeated over and over, « it a*as far fchn 
I madefbteww; and how- fhall I be unfaitShfol to 
■k ?* Eh vata «*ki Barmecide entreat her |o grant his 
friend a momenta interview ; fhe pofitiyely flefofed to 
-fee him. *< <3o, feignior," continued flie, « tdl 
hieh. that heaven, whkh is always equitable, cannot 
allow of the *m?oh of Ceroid and Maria, but tibe 
gnflry Maria feels herfelf happy to maketliis facriike, 
and to hear of his regret. w On fayang -this, fbe arofc 
and left Itermccide. Gef-old wasexceffivelygrteVed 
&n hear ing* the fad refuk tff this ifiten?Jew;;^ie' made 
many other attempts,' which were not attended with 
"better fticcefi. Maritt, *»c^«rag^d fey tlie cobnfeteof 
friendftwpj fttli r£fot«!>e1y perfifted *n 'her tmerrtknte; 
The virtiMis Araatbctiga* long fmce *letermmed tt) 
quit the -world* ftwt herfelf ep in Maria's doifrcr, 
and ftkewife <to£k rfce veil 5 and Maria,, encouraged, 
%y her example, expiated her firft failing by thus 

making 



making reflftance to ail the f^dwfHbn of lb*e : j $ ft- 
dq&ion which was now become more dangerous than 
ever* ;bccauftrthe pai&>n twa$ mutnafc 

fiiticei quitted my native land, I have made ah ek- 
corfion through the fine country *of CleVes ; I was 
..then alone, and a perfected fugitive. I .vffited the 
ittotiaftcryr which ftill bear* th<* name of its mterefti^g 
.fern-Wen On contemplating this venerable and aiitrqtie 
.edifice,, tlnrroirnded by a majeftic foreft, I recblle£t;id 
with c/oinpaflion the misforttihes and the facrifice of 
Mm* i bm Qtfkklv the fprrowful refleclioh o£ my- 
- felf, iod my own fltuatipn, compelled me" to envy her 
fate, andlceafed to foment her^ confidfering tKaV at 
leaft, in -this deep folitude, {he had found peace, 'fti 
jtfyWnVwt a friend- V 



—.«, 
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. i ;. La **"*, ^gneur, ii fifot'luf tpyt iacrificr, . v V - v 

Cefl le fruit precieux ,qui nait d'un vain laarier. . , ' < 

Qg'elle iuiyt toujours Ie chaf 4e la vi&oire,. t . '., '[,.'' 

•' 'Quand Ie vaiji<iueur eft fcohime, et'djgijc df^fJ^ ?! '■'!• 

' * * ,' ^ £>u Bj£Lto#. ^ 

AS foon as the conpt *f BavariaVheakfi waa W. 
feftly feftorecly {the ; tfotlieft falling ail, her defers 
m cpuncjl f they .affemWed in a fpacionshatf tb-difttift 
the terms of peace, whkh fteihoMd propose to lie* 
vapquifted enemies The king.of Pannbnaa afkhfeti 
duke of a 3onpveofo. fpoke &&<> m* inaimained that 

• l ■■.'"' ■ ■ , ' ' ' : '' X - /'■'■■•■ y * f 

of mms. .It is fitnate in the midft of a fcrcft, ^i| SZ 
» *<*** ,; ' thfet isy Afary ftr tb* Wool. -• ' ' " ^"T 

'-• ' N 3 j iv 
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the pu chefs* $ow haying it in Wr power to give tap 
law* ought tp avail herfe1(f ; of this favourable occafion 
o£ aggra^^ipg bgr, doxp£uans by requiring many ?ef- 
^ns^^jafpippg^plii^ that of.the couptry^Tibrcjer- 
• ^g pn.jhe. .diuehy ,pf Opves,, Vfech ^lpngetf 10 the 
jSPfint of Bayaria* Axiana. then fcegap to- fpeak J .anil 
combated this fpnritpf .cpnqucft by, eijlargipg;.iipoh. 
jthe duties of juftice and" nipderatfan j b^t, feyeral 
k#igh£s feoopded tbe ppinipps of .Ti^^tiicjn ancJ Gri- 
„,#iajdp, andprtfended, that the Deafe/wo^lip^i prove 
U&Wfr &; t& e .duchefs did pot deprive Ker enemies of 
; J&tgreatfir part p£ their power. . Ifaifr bard,' Vp A /great 
.^ipqpence refuted all the reajfonmg of /this odious and 
tQQ;prevaiei>t .pplicy -i after fpeaking largely upon the 
• &&$&, « Finally," faid 'he,;.« I main^ip^that' tHe 
felc paean of rendering peace lading ^cl .truly glori- 
ous i$» to extirpate all the roots of hatjre^ tpYup- 
\ prefs alirefentxpents, and to afford* the, exjmvpii pf x 
. g^enero^jwderation i^ profperity f/j^^V^ff?-^ 

cottrft was wannly.applajad<d by. a£l $t r Y£$jffiytvr 

. . . their firft jnoyeqient was always to ; acttpire SFf&Sffy* 

f and toicherii^ ^ith e^t^uilafija thij no|»ie |£ ntfii^epts it 

iafpires* Theobald and. Qger ttie JD^Jje, v^ejg of, .'the 

fame >w^y .of thipkiog,; bu): Aoger 'annexed ^ ijfejw mo- 
i ti^^Jbjt: faffing* <«^ Spvcnrcsgas^%I4j[he> f^ ^Hjff? 4 
lOctjpciaUy* . itt their; ,trnaties of : .pface^' 4\a*e r'sgard to* 
t tfaefmbUfc wje)fa*<br aftdjthe.facred r r^/^0s>^hynja- 
irit? v ; it: «a$;thvsvthat ; Chwr|fipagp^ -Att^Bi^^p^ 

with. Ute^auifts* ^jwps^.rgqpjr^, ^Q T pH>mcon- 
; ditian th*0 *hc.«|Wkiflft jo^tl^.^tom^|efac> ; i- 

<Bccs* thAimfMifhtf m d »SWhf4ih)zy< c frfaV n 
; civilized tfpunttfkifcn ha?q^H is Jfflfa » PP% % >$$ .ty*f 
.. *iMfc^pi»ftfeio»*; ) Qfi4^ aa^rheie- 

.:prli>ces ar<^ dsfpot^asd .,ji^y t ;,becoJW^ ftraht^ It 

iectnMo mis t&af^t wpul^^^w^rthyjC^^he^rlneefs to 
> obiage tfclewi to:epa& wift a^^^c^^w^ $?j la S 
: tathjofe.yfo«h f^evre }h« hapjynijjg °f j*f *W$*H 
- Beatrice and Axiana." This idea Wai Vpplanaed by 

feverat 
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feveral young knights of his, own age; but Oliver 
violently oppofed it. /" ^&ffci v ^fof&^t\bk iriA' 
murder/* faid he, "is; I "mutt Hdlowv the wOrthTeft 
ufp that can be made pf power,' and' thS tepffitfk coti- 
fcquence of vifiofy'; btit tharik^'tb i^ens fi thfe 
duchess of Cleves has not th^e'ttwnftrt^s'enormkftii 
to regret; all laW3| that fourid morality tfoe& ; *idt 

v .condemnor* errerttifetliygpod, if they fait the n*SR>h 
whicti has adopted tjiem. In the eye of r&fori, J rtfe 
mo ; ft per&A iriftitutes, thofe of the duchy of Cler^es,, 
for Jnftance, may have a thoufand inconveniences ; fti , 
ariOthier country ';* climari, the habits and- maririerl, 

; the national character, muft produce, ^nnongj 3ifler€&t 
nations, ah eternal Variety; of governments., A^pefc- 
jrfe, : that would trnjjofe itsown Taws upon other; fttfttk, 
w'Quld conceive a projeftat once gigantic' and puerrfe, 
arid difpl^T nothing better. than extravagant, and ridi- 
culous tyrandy. ■;' In; a word,, the experiencte of mafty. 
^es can aipne^tteft the%lidity of human foftHtttfcrjs. 

~ *Hie d&cheJk ojf QeVes hasJierfelf createe^very thiijg 
ia^her own dominions. In propofing to the. edited 
princes ttie 'Cbpftiturion yhlch ii the work $f her own- 

" hands,, cah (he fay, c Abolifa your tffagfesy attnulyowr 
laws, . and take "mine ipftead ?. The form of gpvern- 

. merij: Ih^ye plaflned,. add which Ipropofe to yo», is 
tiit beft f I have provided for every contingency, I 
arti certain of haviiig attained the titmoft degree ; of 

[ human perfcAibn,' and I'dedare ttet aUVho^areof a 

contrary 1 opinion ate iMbrA. 9 : 'What Umgufcgc ! Is it 

pofftfcTe to fuppofe the- atfgtrft Beatr-lcc *oui<r edeprefs 

ierieif id at rjiarmer fa little worthy of lier ? Would 

nbt fdeh. feritirrfents be abftfrd m the rftouth of theiirft 

\ lc&ifiatdr dffibrdpe ; of Charlefliiigtfehittifeif ? Not- 

'\ wfthitatfdltig his 1 age and experience, ilthoughiie was 

employed a* gteat dumber -'of - yeat*. upon &iscapitula- 

xles f yet hi^e^rcpnfidercd^himftlf haatledto iro- 

' pqft r^frh'.evett .on his owrfnatidn j hti o»ly ventuf cd 

to o&t tliem/ani fubmit item-to general diicu£k a. 

"'''•"• .-. ' •• < • --•' • .-..., .-.. ., ;In, 
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, In fin,e, it is rcafon,, it is time; and pot vrolefccifiwhd 
authority, that can produce uftftx! rcfokitifi^s 1 ;^ 

* legifla tors, who are defirous of ' propagating ¥h*ir 
id/esiSj have onlypne rational and jimi&abte'wafof 
cfpijftg. it, which is., to maintain pfcate a*r«3 ptettfyln 

* their dominions, jfnd to render* the cotmtfy-ftiptarwr 
to aH others' in. wifdoni, ^irttte, and prbfyfritj" 

jQtiver's difcourfc was particularly approved by Bea- 
trice* JShe was ple^ftd' with the ftyle of fnmfcf^ifod 
Jiberty which pervaded it ; fhe had too raudk great- 

l nefs of mind not to defpife flattery V arid tfie kii- 
j*uage ; of truth in the mouth of OtiVe* founded ftill 
inore welcome in her ear, as it afforded hcr^ *iew tef- 
timonypf his efteem. At laft ' flie herietf fpoke, to 

: declare, that after having attentively lffteiied to the 
different counfels which fiie had been noting, fte 
perfifted in her intention of ofietihg hct enemies 
peace, and impoilng but one fole condWohjtttat of 
defraying the expenfes of the Tarar. The dxkhefs 
clofed h,er fpeech with a declaration of hfer th6ft*aAc- 
tionare thanks to all the knights. M Be&H&g toeter- 
nife," added (he, « the memory of itiy gnitffii3e, I 
have caufed a marble cqltimn to be fasfde, tfpbn 
which ajre engraved, the names ofaHniyt^rfeitdefs. 
This column will be erefted to-morrow at the entrance 
df tl>f foreft j and ,the following fafcr?]fcidii witt'be 

. read upon it : The laws of tfyis cotmh:fjttrarnfkeb iff in- 
habitants froin '.every kindofofpreffiori.' But hehctfitr'Wdrd 
'ever^ fipwle Jir anger % . vpho pan ffyrtfr* ' fo ihts cofafofiy 
i'ravitig protection andfuctyur y JfjaHfiftdhiha^t^et&urt 
ef Beatrice f whenever Jhe van' prove h&felf to be the ob* 

\ je& of tttyujl perfecutiori* Two* guards fcwpirtg'fcetfti- 
nel cjofe by the column fhall beauthbrffed tohitfefcro- 

"gate thefe unfortunate fugitives. I hafvfe thought I 
could not better do honour to the heroes a^embl^d m 
the duchy of Gleves for the purpofe of defendiiig an 
opprefTed ft ranger, than by imitating •: their generofity 
^3 far as It lay Urmy power; and I- m of opkikw, 

that 



that a column 4«$c#rated with their: UiuftriQUs names is 
t well »4*itf$4 tp become the refuge of imiocerice aiid 

* mi&Otmw *** .. Here Beatrice war obliged io ftopyto 

• receive, in men* the thanks of all tht knights : after- 
. /mgd«j, again adefrefling the aflembW, $ut with bh*&- 

iftg editorrafljaacnt, " All' rpy defenders," /aid (he, 

* <* a^e aiike iliuftrious and geneirotos, 2nd entitled to 
equ^I. gratitude * Iain fenfible, thai ambhgft fuck re- 

; ixjwned , warrior s, their exploits would h*ve been 
fimilajr, had chance thrown the fame advantage in 
t&eir way. I am iiepfibie too, that when a conqueror 
is procJairn^d out of i'jcH a lift of. T heroes, it i£ the 

. - moft < fortopate. «d\o. is . cr'o wn ed, ali cl. not the riioft-iia- 
liapt.- Se^j 4pce the laws of chivalry have confc- 
cr^j^sd ^hifc. cuflocp ; Cnce they, whom fortune has 

vmoA.fasowxed ia fettle, receive from the hands of 
their nob/e rivals i he, palm of victory 5 no dne can Jbe 
fur f pifife4,at'iny offering to the Knights of the -Swan 

• a -pqrtkufar homage* of gratitude. — The geaerqus 
l&i :ab$rd.ba«: Ya£<juifhed the count of Thuringia> the 
rap£ fi^fTavda^rle, GcFold excepted, of all my e»e- 

. mi^s^ and by rfye.pverthrow of the duke, of Fr nil i, 
te : has coptrjbuted to tlie fuccefs of the laft battle.— 
What obligations have I hot to .his brother In arms ? — 

. He »has,faved..my life by expoilngiiis owr*.— -He it is 
^rl>a formed the Ute plan of attack j and to whom I 
ana. indebted for. victory. Furthermore,, it is he who, 
by, making. thi count of Bavaria prffoneiy hoi termi- 
nated the war. — AlJ.the knights who now hear me, 
Jhav^ already aw;ard^d 'him the prize of tha^xnemor- 
abU day. To them ,it* belongs likewife to difpenfe 

. iglory Vrthjeir fufirage is the true recompenfe of a 
waurior; I do not pretend to confer arty, 1 am only 
defirous :p£ fulfilling a. duty, by majoifefting the fen- 

.. * On paffing through the foreft- dfClivefc) 1 ltoked'fot thy bene- 
ficent colriwh ; v fcutlt wiu no lodge* tb be fottndl All I. could learn 
concerting h was, Aat.it had J^O tra^ipoi-t.ed into the country of 
HMMp> .or into Denmark. ~, r " ■ ' 

; fibifity 



&\$ti\y with which I ought *p bea^feftiak 1 J th$refoe 

declare,, $hat, i«i imitation of t&e, r neig^bpijring 

pf tpces, I am going to inftitutp in my dominions, a p*r- 

jijqplar , opr$W of chiralry,,/>f T whii:^ I ; ilwjLT)e jfajpdf 

tjje Ijicad.- My fubjcft^alpqe can be'receiypci jntip. it. 5 

afxl I fiaatt igpnt i^ 5 without any Regard : ^b JourtV tp 

\fo?fr a* fjiaji -diftingpUk th*TOfelye% tiy yktuei-cou- 

■jVgBjrmd ygflfterofity^ Tjifenev mft^utioa flial), be 

,iw;8ed .*he .onder ^>f tfc,)£mgfe,o£.tfo : Swpn *,« Tte 

Jn$gni^ af the qr^er, ^91 ^^e^xfj^^$0^ci^ui \ the 

lril^i>d flial} J>e wivitq, a**d the .^^(tafl' ^pr^fent 

^e t ed&bjeiji an4 d$vfce of If^inbard a^^phyef. , *', At 

rife&ft.Vqr&ifhe, Knights of the Stfan, &ucfcaf&&td,. 

ipaatJfcLa, 4o*r bow. -, At ttic feme ii3$abf, . Axianaj 

;Xta»baAd, -Qge* the Dane,,, Zefiinj, and .jdLtfc 

the Other inights fee^acglopniy .filenc^, a^clthc ex- 
.preiRoj* of difcQnfeent and kdigfiati^wa^ yiiible on. 
jlheir c^ntenarae* Steve^al* murrnujs ^jndeedlwpje 
it^r^;/ ttrfsiltwiH^ glared in ,fp pjp^y i ^yxicr,, 
v^ppearsd to tfee (i diKheft r a^,aft of ex|c^^"iixjuft}^ ;. 
.8atah&r*femi»e^ 

f£*nt fti^had Wttoerto experienced. Sl^e ^roife :i$tH;a 

w\fo*v& dignified air^.« I, have^filkd mylduty/* 

,&$ :&q» ^«J ^Mi?e from thjs aijg^ft f< a^q^ly 7 'widi 

\ grm%irfa^pn * .to^i^orrqw l^H inftHute^elor- 

bd&r pf T ube knights of jhe Swa^ aqd Xinyitcj^il^oiTe 

2*ftfe;WAt. ta ataefid the^erenppny* tp i^tdw&i^iril 

vut/te?^ o^lp^kvin itbe s corning." ; On,prp^n<;% 

' f>hfifeF9r^.;theduoi>^f$ fajut^d, the i.^emfcly^aijd 

i^vifMrew* > Apcoippahifd ^^^n^.a^jdicijnf 0^ 

perfofijs, 4he imtnedi^tcLy r« paired $p, tj^e .coupt^pf- 

.Bavaria* whom A# foqn^aipn^v' ^#^ ipW^e^iwp 

3 (|f .^ef jotentiojis Bel^tijsf©; tp peace^ w&ffi<$jpnifftfcd 

• big^t9Jig«f5the;ti:eaty, ., ^he count lift^n^d to %my$*> 







ing r , ^Ybur getterofify, madariV* Md : K*} "*<tohch& 
<*rfe td * tire 1 fbu V yet' does riot tfftonHh frit '\ although 
^^bti^Ht'liiaeed to; expeS to" give* up, by*w;*y of ran>- 
fom, rftet portion of int dominions whk& Ibrrns the 
limits' of yourt; : Thof^^ottTTtCTe^- tying fp itfeW *ne 
r dufcny of thieves fiaVe : been- long m rffy efftftearidn tl& 
moft ' taludble of till ' tiij o6ftefflpiis r^> • fchtfft ; how- 
efcile 1 myfetf 'firbth, then* for ever hThey 'belong tt> 




j-df 

tlicm^fa> inaiiner that 'will prove a^eeable^b ybli,' fry 
eonife^iiigt'lretifi' oil Barmecide i and I Aall tbhifiddr 
myf&f as' making a proper return tfc the'fvietfdfliip &f 
"that ^reat nian^ by eftabttflnng hinY aear yoti;* ■ At 
^efe Wferdrtlie prifecefs wa§ greatly tfcucfedd 4 ftoe re- 
plied' lii. rerihs btpreffive of what, flic felt; ahd Ge- 
;rbld, J 'taking' the paper ihe prefenfed to htm J figttetl * 
the tfeit^bf peace. • Then Beatrice; dedarteg ta fife 
fcbunt that he Was free, requefied his friendship, p*b- 
•jA^i^'WVrffieVsy vrixi terminated this ebhverfirtfon; fey 
glVihg firtn lie* hand with that grace arid air* 6f fhftflb* 
ne&'wtftch ! gaye ftich tuftrc tb *11 'Iter baton* ' *6e- 
r61d referred thaVhand with' equal enlbtkrtrarid 'tt^ 
fpeet^h^ptefftd^lfb^t^t Mfc oWft, arid killing ft, 
" #a<5 'onrjf aNe ! tb pronounce theft ~vnjtdb r Ai> M&d&m f 
" — At this 1 iriomerit Barmecide entered thero'Oihj ^arid 
* fdbn kftfer tnt! duchef* retired; The cbun* firiditfg 
hiihfeJFdJpne^ith his friend/ informed hnn of every 
'ttirirt^ th^t had jtift^beeh paffing. ^BafcfrieeWe admire'd 
tHe a rhbder^rton bf Beatrice, and ffce> gerierofitj 6f 
' <}£rdlcP; 3ft .the felnne 'time he^pbfitlveljr'refofed^lle 
' db^Hiibhi l rh6 prince^'wiflted'hiitt ttf accept f but *ne 
' (fbtrrir; earri^Aty puffing* him^ dedarett, ^hat^lft&e 
pei^^ rtKfttl, 'he was revived 1 to break all 

thfe 'tender ■ fcies-ef frieridtfcip whldv unfted'tfeesi to- 
gether. " At length," continued he, " I have no 
qther expedient m fry prefent condition to retrieve 

,;1 ' . ED* 
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.my chara&er in the eyes of her whofe good opinion 

.will be even dearer to me than the moft brilliant re- 
nown in the e£imatjpi| qf j^r,: fi-pm whom I a?i 

. doomed to fly, becaufe I can never fee her again 
with iiidifFerence*^Barmecide> take pity ^n a wretch- 
ed man 1 — Allow me the inexpreflible happhxefc of 

! doing an aft which wiU appeargsiierQttfr to Beatrice, 
and in affording hex the loteiety. of iKc&ite o^ho are 
dear to h£r* fecures at the fame time* a hagpy efta- 
blifiiment to my friend, his wi?<?, and her ffeiU- Con- 
sider, that I am making no facrtfice tp you % Ambition 

. has never been my ruling paffion, and now it Is en- 

. tirciy; e^tisguiflsed. . m . thi? M^l, and: 4uitt$ed 
ktpxtirrV Maria be prpphiaa^ : t0'£3^T0Wi.4«mp 

.yet recover my happiaefs i but , even j& <tk%& *afe;l 
£hall;pot venture, t a ~r elide v uppn % ri fppt :*& #ef9 {hit 
^uigerpus. abode. The ..ccunjy.. ;of ; .p^VMiar;ifealk'be 

iQ&r ;afyhup.;.I iwill live, far from dairies* apd.froai 

. every object tjbat can r$$all;Jfeer tp my x8mwm*Qf&^ 
l{ JMarfc ihould prove inflexibly I bave } j^t^jnjp far- 
ther. |o. hppe or fe^r.r— I Jhall have iSefi^ipfciStifcttifc 
%p j>upifa 4»y|elf for hm mUf^tplH^i^^yl^wi. 
crime*., Being thq nuhapspy olyeft of ,a tjembteand 
fijkblime facrjjQce, a guilty lover>i a ftili moge, gtrilty 
friend* unable to make reparation for thefe fatel er* 
ro*$, I fliall at leaft h^ve the courage tQ expiate 
them* — Yes, IcaU heave?*«tp wknef$ t that* if Jifaria 

. make the irrevocable vpiy, : I villJin4 put tke vir.t** 
uu$ ^einr^d, and, >ury ( myfejf- Vfith J^fir* bU;<le- 
fert." At thefe word% the eye* qf Bw&q&itetrvi 
pv^r.witfc tearsj and Gerold redoubling chjb isufirfeitia. 
with n^sv.fcirce* Jfctfmecide ?t Jaft .accepted i>it;g«ne- 
tpus pffer. Th^ count then, wpj:eL;tQ,the;duch*£s io 
inform her t^ai the affair was finely ^wanioAted^Jfc 
convniffi.oned ftarm^cide to deliver the nsflc^aitf 

^wit^p^^iwting^aii^itf^^, he ; i*rfiivediatdy .lafetbe 

,.,;..., "' " ~'" '""■••" - i •' " *' "CHATTER 
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'• CHAPTER XXX.* 
TH£. CONCLUSION. ■" 

<ftrmt«mitie, f elicit^ par Caite ! 



, fciicite narlaite ! 

do Tame, ou V txec* foit ] 



'. -SoolmovcmrMde Tame, our rxcctfoit permit, *. 

I _ Jlddlc d'ua cpcut jufle r . ct jwffi<ro du fcg* t 

Amltic! ^uc ton nura couxonne cet ottTrage. , 

..... VOLTAT**, . 

THI inftitution of the order of the Swan, whicb 
Jib* ctaebeft had announced, had excited fiich jcaloufy 
among the fcnighu, that on the fame day the four 
font of duke Aunon, the duke of Benevenfo, AAo$- 
J&iu the paladin, and forae others, took leave erf 
Beatrice, .and inftantly departed. The king of Pan- 
rratab, ^iffeasbiing his dark refentraent, did not fol- 
low, tikek example * he remained, although he wis 
-copvizfeed, that the heart of the duchefs was at 
length 4ifpofed of j bcithe had only difcovered a part 
4rf tbe fecret, for be imagined her to be»iri love with 
Ifambacd* This miftake was the refult of many ob- 
fervattiaos-wbkh were .naturally calculated to deceive 
a map of his disposition. He had been aware, that 
Ifooafe&rd Bright have pretended to the glory ef coufq- 
Itagthe4*eautiftd4nd illuftrious Axiana for the loft 
of her AmA>a»d. Yet Ifarobard, far from endeavour-* 
lagt&icotur^i^ brilliant a caaqneft, had* openly de- 
dared &» paffion for the duchefs*. Theudon coufcl 
no* spaceivehimto have made fuck- a faeriffce without 
thfc certainty of being beloved by Beatrice ; and in- 
.deed, freoi thar period especially, he obferved him to 
-aitagacl. her attentions more remarkably than ever. 
Afctk&facne*tHwe he perceived thd faj#e 'intimacy be- 
tween Ifembard and his brother in arms. Thence hel 
ft*ich»dedj that it was impolfi>le they fhould be n- 
...;, _ :A valsj 
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into i fe4fd<&» too one. jwfei jgnoratft ^tflliltitfs jw* 
lartcholy ■ arofe froja* an Jgnhappy i>sfliga, oufr, which 
•ekherrlre^n nor time* cop Id t^iumpte ujfifinei Oli- 
ver, always keeping by hiRifelf, , aifci only fcr>i»ife#»g 
For Beatrice tfcfefr adtoir&ipfe whtehi»0-on£ cotfW; re- 
&& hjefi paki her doj& . of Utofe ^entkin* wJbTvehftfir 
tlwr^cbrc or betray a pAlfion. Ift coi*vc«ijwwifH 
her he had neither the ^ffidnity^ the .^rucftiicft^lt^r 
the -bagMge, of a tore** lieiri.the^^efloftons^ 
Thewkm* being entirely perfected <tf the .sntttiul 
jttffionof Beatrice and Ifambard, fefc aUt^ft hatred 
and jsale-ufy whicfe his foul was capable of «tm)a^j»|^ 
The SwniaWfc AxiaHa was under the Jijcc ftipftake with 
Thendbn ; ftiealfobeUevedthat !fi«nbarck ^fceiiig b^ 
Jotfediby.the dtrchefs, wcwdd fiiprdy otttaift her bafcdj 
hot having been able to change the early jprtffioiT^ft 
l>*d felt for, the. Knight of > the Swath ?inW<Wen<Hhipi 
/fl*e earncftly wifbed for his happfeefe* ^d^de*Wi* 
^f ibeing a witnefs of i%> had^proroifedf Beatfitft n4* t* 
IteshFe fcer till after rherejaidngsaQdrfeaftisP^dewwt 
of the ptjace, which werie to.laf^ftyeirak^Ls^? The 
^uthful Roger, who was paflSpaatj&ly in ,ip*enWtfli 
,A'xiana* obferved with inexprefEMe.joy fcvejifc *rhkh 
deemed to prefage the union ptf Beatrice and Ifam- 
.bard. Being no longer in dread of -fo formidable. & 
;mal* hecherifhed thofe hopes^whieh, in && were 
. eventually reaKfed. Barmecidfe had declared Jh» in- 
dent ion <>f condiiiaing the counteft.b&cfc tofeer^Qmi- 
Ixnoos* ThiVproof of attachment and fcefpflikh* $#»- 
.fdsrecf.aa her due,, whd had generonijjf «jce1ff(4Jws 

fugitive fpoafe ; Roger IbUcitfedr with rgre£t.arddn?*tfc 

permiffion of adding KtafrUfe totHe-priiKrcfek eftort, 
ratfd be fluttered Wmfelf he-lhwW ebj&Hi' H-; -The 
: oUh er kn ight$, except fhei jfcmghts iOf th* fiftfTO} -?*C»e 
rabout *o: return tp thfc.cotfrt ofi Chart^agfle^ : rfo»- 

c^tot, <^ii» p^eteome' wlt& grief 6»ta;*h*TOpinent 
, in twhich Maria had nlade herfetf 'feno**^ feejagawi 

Ac fatfe ,of that iatejretiing ijrtftto* ofc%feiQfenr^ 
^ love, 



IcttC/flad waS iibt iffi tf fixation to ffifleift UpoA wKftt 
was 'faffing afoiind fofcff. AfigUtotft wfcs ftibrecatta 
and* more happy, afid; hdt^tii'ftimdingriilg thotlghtil 
were tuitted towaMif Frincfc, »bftry«iiirith > tot«iieftSttg 
cufifeflty* th« Va*io*W 'ftfcties ta trftkLrhfe* Wa* Wrdiefs^ 
and^w»s defir^u^ 4f fbftlrfg; their deiariiieVirenr belbrt 
his deyattatire. ' ©japr fb^anfe, tfettote* to reafon and 
philofoghy, ea^lyViffietf tctt^ttttito hiscottagtt and 
to Grift ftte Chide, undlie intended taking hi* tedvehi 
a few* days.' tfaxnbfcrti,' full of-trotiWe, love, awiirt 
•cerfteide, bereft of 'hojie and undetermined in his de> 
figh#, wailed in flfeftce the" reflate o¥ fo iflltty e*efaf* 
He-dreiideV* to afe Oliver ai&y'quelHotts ; He * Ould est 
tfly df&over his fentimertts; tow could irifc fee Into his 
projfcfts. A$ fbf the unhappy Oliver he found 5 hkft- 
felf r ffc : that tei*ible fittfa&m, in which all the rricfrei. 
men^of 'thfehe^rt are tepreffed aind combated bY 
duty aikl reafoiu The events of the day, together 
*itte' *U' that* had' taken place in the council, had lb 
$owc? fai an", effe& upon him, chat/ finding hiriifeflF 
not ibt* fituatiotttbtake any pdrr in ^ general coh>- 
verfaltidri, and fearful <df betraying his feefirfgsy te 
avoided fitting dwh to fupper on the pretext of a 
vioWnfc headach/ Retiring to his chamber, hegsrife 
himfcilf tfptO the rhoft'dittr^filng'tram of riefle&iorf. 
Thte candtift of the duchefc towards her enemies, anil 
he* -defenders', the character df generofity^hd^greai- 
n^ofmitd'wtiieh (he foethtaemly fo^powcd; anti 
tbier tote prosfe ! he htfd received of her tendemeft, had 
worked up hi* paflkm for her to its htgheft pitc^. 
Ytet'he* watf "enchanted without 'being fednced V h*- 
nouV> stod* frlendfKlp ftill held the fame empire o*?r 
likn ; -feittifal to-his "Wows, he was now ihord than 
ever ftnftSte ©f \he fneceffiry «of .removing hence* 'bat 
ttactagh^he; perMfliec! in this yJefi^h,-yet hkrefoluribn 
wtfra«co*ripaated Wrih fefovLivr He ronfldered< Bea- 
trix ^lsfte# r anti happy, indn%i«|g the -folHttafion, 
that the «tgt& of fo irAifih lowtoiuidiiever have- tfre 

courage 



*o*r*g*,tQ br^ the, ties of r fc»tjlnj*t. *?<* tfig&udti 

apd abandon ber. He anticipated her aftqatf^mepN 

bcr ajBiclioia,. anddefpajr.; He fi^addei^j. yftWitfi* 

Quit, ibiunking, from his jefojution, « Juft heay^n," 

sriedrhe* <?. iufcdwhaA agulph.has my : weaknef^and 

imprudence phmgedmeJlirmft.be thc» ungrateful 

rand barbarous, in ord<*r nat to he,bafe and .perjured 1 

—Dreadful fituation, in, which I can neither delude 

IPkpr conquer 'myfelf 4 in .whkib.pffion AndL region* 

jwftrying an equal fway, leave Sufficient foepgth to 

virtue tojnticetne oq, altTiough.-fhe has no lpagsrfhe 

ppw^r of.rccosnpenfing jne, or of bpldmg/out a fia- 

jjkjcon&lation !— t0 Beatticjq, M .rswaj;d of jqiir fa- 

voqrs and the U^enuous and^ffe^Bng proofs of yoyr 

ttndernefy I am going then to "Kid you an eternal 

sidieu !— At . lflaft the fentimeste *of this, diftnaited 

heart, flhali he made kn<wn to you. . ^|asj even in 

.quitting you* I dare not dsclars *hem Jp.pprfpi?. How 

jhafl I have the jpow»r, to tear jnyfejTf, from ypu^ if I 

*B»ce-give ^ray to.the ha^pinefs^ol telfeg. .¥98 what I 

Jfcel I but you fliall.find the fond ; co^^ons^j^y 

ieart exprefled in a letter which fhatj be ^eJiYiawte 

you after my departure t^Qhow grateful \$Q it,p*ove 

to. me to doclare in that .writing the *rhple extent ^>f 

my paflion! With what rapture w31 fny.^r-faibii^ 

hand trace, every word, every letter. [rrrWith what ja* 

pidity ytWl the pages pf this eptfHe: bye filled* -a/nd yet 

the time, eoxpioyed in writing it, -w*IJ f*rQve< t£$ laft 

^moment of ha^ppinefs In referveiiwr wv l%irr.rio * ' 

' . While ..the unfortunate. Knjght of r tl*e .^ap^gavp 

himfelf up tOLthefe painful refk&iQiaSfcj^at^k^wbofe 

.thoughts, projects^ -and proceedings*. ba4 ejwer Oliver 

Jor their obje^ informed JSernniji *t*at ^P^q^l^ld con- 

Uented to his union )YW\&i$.da#gh*£r * c a S«9£P<gg3ih" 

added Xhe v « after.the.e.erfymoriy*qf fcbe^fftftitiou <rf 

. the order of the. Swan& , ypit may recede ~t^« liaqd of 

SyVtfU and akhougb I have de^affcd^ljafcx^uie.but 

.ntypw^fuhje^sa^adnuljibie^^ tfei? **e*r^dtr, 

founded 



fQ\ihA$<¥%j gftttetfde to ybor btmh€l*r; aftd-ffiftte; P 
fiiaff, ne*erthelefe, m'afce an* exception h* ro&r fti. 
vour;*Tjcan feel the denghtyc^tnuft experience <nr 
acquiring ihi rlghr 6f bearing the colours xttd <fev!ce 
df Oliver j^'BefiUeVifi^iiuflyaifd of Salvia: cannever 
be eoriEdereU a ftranger in theduchy>*>£ Clews,' %tid 
it is ihy duty 5 to' treat the faff of Theobalds if he hatf 
Been bofrt in my own' dominions. Go, Z^etiitir, raxrf 
corriult €>!fvdr, lean 1 wifh you happineft-^-tHsr h& 
alone iVhb can deoidb yotft: fate ; : goai*dlpeafc tohina \ 
you '-wiR return thfe evening,' and bring rne his* an- 
fweH" r At thefe words, Zeinni, overcfflne with^jtfjr 
and gratitude,* rah to Oliver's apartmerit * he'teteted 
all that Beatrice had been faying to hfrn j and* @Hve* 
was "deeply touched at the recital: 'He felt how'gfeatty 
the J d'uchefir was* delighted to laVifh her favours upon 
i-his^^ung nncan, #hofe Iffe he hail ftred, and ' vrfv& 
Vas" to- deadly andlntknately conne&eii with him. l fittt 
proofs llfce'theTe' 6f the ingentfous-anddeiicate tender*, 
heft of Beatrice, douftl' only fenrc to aggravate 'fcfe 
tfefjJkuN ■' ttifffenbKng, however, the various* fenfir* 
tf oris 'wkh Which he wasagititedi he replied* to 7&m*- 
ni ih a eaten af^^fatisfled manner ; and wa$ denf ous of 
goiHg.withhini to thank the ducheft immediately; 
But-Zfemni'ftbpped him, « One mt>mentj feignior/' 
fafd lie, «**I intreat you notto make me undertaketm 
engagement which muft attach me to the duchy^of 
CieveV if you. yourfelf be not deckled to abide Mere* 
iftf gratitude toy du is the nVfr fentiment of myfieartj 
as ^eitjls; m^ firft duty V my glory depends upon' ac* 
eom^riyirig you; andiOVe and fortune can 'contribute 
nothftig Jro ifcy liappinefsr if obliged to feparafte^fttwn 
you;*" ' Oliver mfcfde ftd o&er replythan tenderly emi 
bracing Zemni> arid, mviting hfnl to attend fcitfrto 
Waft updri ' the ducheft; Zfcmni obeyed with j<fy$ con- 
fidefing th& invitation, as a tacit avowal of an intent 
tion/ which' Oliver fcouidn&t yet openly dfcclafe. Of , 
this. He Xm tiie ftwre eatfty j&ftfoded, jmrfnitfttr a* ' 
. . . he 
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he bad; kmg. pcaicebcd the .mutual ^affion o£ thfc 
duchefs and- Oliver. The *wt> luiiglite ibund Beatrice 
sol: the drawing-room,. On feeing them enter* 1 ' (he 
arofe* and, accompanied bjr Theobaldy led theffi kite 

AH adjacent clofet. The interview wasfliort; Oliver 
%oke but little y but in a manner which farisfied Bea- 
trice, On leaving him/ fhe reihinded him, that the 

'.company met nn the morrow at ten o'clock. ** That 
4&Y" added (he, " will be one of the brigfetedr of 

any life. I ihall confecrate it wholly' to gratitude— — 

\to. the deareft fentimentof my heat*??-^OKver, more 
confufed.and diflxacted than ever, oretired in hafte. 
lie.paiTed alnioft the whole night in an agitation 
.which prevented him from going to bed. ' A deep de- 

' jeftipn of mind facceedsng however to thefe Ttkem 
fimggles, he fell by degrees into a kind of dotfe^ 
brought on by the exhaufted ftate of his fpirits, 
which, far from reftoring them, only coniplete^, as 
it were* their annihilation ; a terrible kinSt of le- 
thargy, in which a perfon pr^ferves^thefdTeii&tioft' of 
his His, without the aid of reafon to o«i^ratellb^r 
exeefi; and 4n which tranfient but aiming: dreams 
afford nothing but fad and frightful imiges.-^The 

junfortunate Oliver, under this painful lufpehfipn if 
his, faculties, continually few Ifambard, Celabisi^ and 
Beatrice., $>afs before him/ as plau^iw (hades*^He 
fancied he lkjtened to deep groans, and t&e accents of 
a menacing. vp ice, ^-He ftarted, and freqdeftfiy a«m- 
vulfivc. interruption of his flumbers difBpa^ed ^efe 
nielanichbly .ilhbfidns $ but on reeover'ir^ his ikoUlrt^, 

r he was again the/ prey Jo one opprefiivd {bought $ a 
thonghtv^djuch-dommeered' aver every- ottgsr 5i*te»; 
that.^" ttK^Bhtg^ns ikitytifa^^e&eaN^^M^t^ 

* nary. Af Ceiamta />! * >\ fc . ■ * . j J • ■.; *■■ • " - - - : « >■%■ u .- ' ' ■ •• : -. * ' 
. At ninab ? dock Oliver was* at la ft relieved jfrngltkis 
ftate ofciaatSetyi i:He hearir si knbekln^at Hffrd&of j 

* it wraifc Bar^cioide^whp'hacb jfcfhkrfaediafc tn^fcafllk. 

; Hcl aa&»m©d iDliror he,b»4 bright* his iftfcaily tffth 



Kim^and flatf hebadjufl: come foapiuhe duchefe'* 
aoariaient, in which lie had -left Abafla and Mirva. 
w We are icome/^added ; he,. *' to partake of the 
glory. o£ the Knights of the Swan.and the joy of Bea- 
trice i this charming princeTs has revived us with the 
moft touching fenfibility \ I never few her fci amiable 4 , 
fo hamiforae, arid fo fpkndidly clothed. - She has juft 
£oilhed drefiing, {he has fhown us the white ribband 
and the. medal of .the new order which fhe this day 
inftttates." " I-flialibefirfl: decorated with' it/ ? feid 
fh$<\ " thzte precious, ornaments fhali never be laid 
i>y*.*ttw flitould I.wear a diadem with fo much pride.** 
, As .Barmecide; finished his relation, Mirva fuddenty 
4ippear^d> flew to the embrace of Oliver, .and fclkited 
hioxin the name of the duchefsto repair to the draw- 
qeqpjHbPtn* '. Oliver haftened to adjuft the diibrder of 
iuargfers&gnta j Ifambard and Zemni came in queft oi* 
bivbr and. he accompanied: them full of tender per- 
,pjejtity*«.l They informed him, that the king of Pan- 
^o#^; would, no* be prcfentat the feftival ; without , 
itaptefrmg. any anger orxlifcontent, be had formed a 
? £*^efct ^oxabfente during the whole day, adding that 
^'ihQuW : not return till the next morning. The 
: Knight* ., of the Swan entered the drawing-room a 
rxopn)eat . before, the duchefs ; alL the windows "were 
4>j>eiV llbe .courts/ the galleries, . and the apartments, 
: Wfrejcjpowdod withthe people and .troops of the pria- 
.ee>ft^ -A* length fhe appeared. The palace immedi- 
>l^e:ly fcefo^lid^l wifh.fliouts of joy, acclamation, and 
*££fou&* Beatrice, who was much affk&ed, topped 
Jn. ?thejwWdIe;of the drawing-room. Every eye was 
$*ed upfcn her, and contemplated her with admiration 
•^^cfuVprifeu ;A new. kind of expreffion was ob- 
servable in her face and mien* ashrilliant.as-the daz- 
». 4&*g \, flp}en40fc of her beauty* Swcctnefs of diipofi- 
. tioftajftd fentiment was depicted in her looks $ bit at 
4^$ fame time an air of triumph and delight threw a 
. £wc£, $W?her whole Jaerfon, and xendered it more 

thaa 
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rhaxi ordinarily ftriking. She hud been ufually drefled 
'in white, andnvith e«tre*nd fklpttcityj ever :$nce trie 
i arrival of the Knights of the. Swan* and' fhe was now 
Arrayed few the firfb time infirmptiMHis-clothing. She 
wore a gold ttrocade embroicfered with pearls asdetne- 
raids. The white ribband and the medal of the bor- 
der- of the Swan, formed a graceful contfaft.to'thofe 
deep colours, which Beatrice had only chofen to fet 
*ff to greater* advantage the new ornament s wMch 
Jove had rendered fo d£ar to her. She advanced to a 
window, placed herfrif in a large balcony whicli over- 
looked the courts, and being there in the hearing of 
the people and foldiers, (he read the treaty of peace, 
and afterwards made a fpeech to announce the infti- 
tution of the order of the Knights of the Swan, and 
the motives which had induced her to found-it. When 
flie left off fpeaking, the people* applauded with 
"tranfport, and at the fame inftant all th£ fokHersfiing 
the fong of Oliver. Tears of delight trickled down 
the duchefs's cheek. She retired from* the window $ 
flie perceived Oliver in a corner of the room, and al- 
though* he ufed every effort to compofe his counte- 
nance, me ftill obferved upon it the imoreffion of the 
fame fentimeuts fhe herfelf had felt. Beatrice giving 
notice fhe was going to the chapel:, called jthe Knights 
of the Swan, and Teaming upon their arms, immedi- 
ately left the room. She was- accompanied by the 
other knights and all the ladies' or the cfcurt. OKver 
and Jfambard, almoft equally :diftreffet^, walked oii in 
filence, when, after ha vingpafled through two apart- 
ments, they '' ftarted from their reverie* remarking 
that the duchefs was taking a way 'diflerenj 6mA that 
which- led .to the chapel. Ifambardinadean ofeferva- 
tion upon this : , and Beatrice replied witK a finile, that 
fhe did not miftske her way. She contintfid to walk 
on,"Tfhe ftopped at the ertremity of the veffifeule be- 
fore the door of the gallery which had' been burnt 
down;- \A multitude of workman had bceior employed 
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day and night without iateronflion in repairing it, but 
as the do0T8 wore always kept ihut, no one bad feca 
the infide. The folding door opened on a fudd$n * t fott 
and majeftic mu£c was now heard, andthe ; duphefs 
entered mto the gallery. The decoration of this inif» 
menfe apartment, which was at the fame time Ample 
and magnificent,) was white and gold* But what wu 
the emotion of the Knights of the Swan, and particu- 
larly Oliver, on obferving the ceiling of the- building 
covered wfeh trophies, and decorated with their cy- 
phers and devices i The duchefe turned towards Oli- 
ver ; «« It was nothing but juftice," faid (he, " to 
confecrate this gallery to you : here I faw you walk 
•over, the burning beams, and pafs through torrents 
of ixxt to haften to my fuccour ! • Here fhall the 
Knights .of tlie Swan be henceforward received ; here 
in bono or of heroifm I (hail give the emblem and 
the device which you have ilhiftrated, and which 
ought fc»r ever to recall the remembrance pf every 
virtue." • A& madam," faid Oliver with a low and 
broken voice, «« what new dangers aflail me herei 
How fhall, I*be able to preserve even a^flight veftige 
of reaibn 1 — He (lopped,— and Beatrice, who was 
■equally happy and affected, replied only with a look 
of inexpreilible tendernefs* At the end of the gal- 
lery they came to the new chapel, which had been 
erected on the fpot ^where Beatrice's apartment for- 
merly .ftood; the company e:tttvcd. The duchefc 
took her feat near the altar between Axiana and 
, Abafla> and the ceremony began. The venerable 
Theobald, ftanding forward the firft, was decorated 
whh the 'order of the Swan j Beatrice, who revered 
her virtuous tutor as a father* obfef ved no ceremony 
on his accoucit j (he would not fuffer him according 
to the rttles o£ etiquette to kneel before her* and on 
putting on the ribband of the order, (he arofe and 
embraced him, But as for Zenuu and ■ the " others, 
(hey followed- the common ufages of chivalry, and on 
presenting the medal, (lie always repeated the for- 
VpL. II- O mular 
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teulaffyr . flinch rf flio r cbtiacMte^«ai St^cft* JBfaq*rc*^ 

e /ffce ftaptbO* ■*& fltanni utri %hra tefnkiated this 

^pctieftcrfd aU thfe- 4 cWckmv.fi od ?^a^dH^:tbij^ ^i 
the rpe&Oiirfte *iMl(h$tfNr^4^>^ 
aiitairalieti? eonftrahfcfe, gr*jtito**de* ii^rfa^iiipiMnd 
by* *e*foni but cfttntated? fiyriiuty>/co«liJ:i©fpirc^.i]©n 
ieavjfig^he chapel* the^^^nj>rtfoke4:t^Ap9i^s 
pavilion, ii which tbfeducfeefs? mttodedtoid roe;, this 
irag^foent* building was 'decorated with nc* ©ma* 
rneati.- Tb0;frot4t aftd .the, ,j>iteftei$ ^€nk;*h$fr£cd 
A\*rth ineeoiQu* mferiptiows: jtd uh* glory jf^fiAjofttia, 
Celebrating the virtue*, arid 'caU-mg; %6\ rnmd?/*be.great 
a&knteof *hi$: ilh*<fri<yiis l herdine. ? In fine,; ^ilfe on 
this day!, fteatricfc foduVged the detrsii:4entHrteiars 
of : her he&r*> a«d hwro©rtalte<ed the fervices* tibe-taw 
ploitv $km4 the n^me ©£ diver/ fhe at thef fatftetime 
hah.1 aVaitol berfelf of .the ^pnortttnjtyool" fulifiHingfithe 
4u*iesfcf gratitude a*d friepdfhtp^ :< yi)1ib {,.;*, *,« 
. When, the 'repaft *ra$ emtedrQln^^hojwas^ 
^much aifecVed to tatee^ity part/ih.sB* sofcvjsr&tKm, 
left-thepaYilton, and walked intQti^for^ftijo.iA^ifpoB 
'• as3ie found; hhnfirif alone* his *ea*$ beg^m taflerofciwith 
*bitt^ri^fsi his rain4 became bewildd ^ed whcnjteicoB- 

• fidered the facrifice he bad lb Wonn%Tro^^d HMs&fa. 
He could not bear theidea of deftr^irhig'tJhfei.pltjrftag 

-deluijoathe duchefs iay/u«ckf4 ^/robW»gh^ otf.the 

tonfide^^wkichheraft^^ 

hey aright to encourageyand of chay^itgrbjec$sb^ii®to 

dfef^air... Tbefe tender coniideflat&B^def^Vedl^roirf 
*aHhk resolution. In a *ord y pity >>fri<mdJhip+ Jove, 
Tand honour, confoafcdmi »fth§&ideas&y tu^s*de&wy- 
J ed*tt bis projects, and torjturad h*& wearied utM by 

etfcitijjg. new conftifts and «c»[ $&&&£&.' ^ W<$ppc^ 

• u : p Ln thefe n>ekan<jholy thowghts^bewnii^iQ^e^/ba * 
-' ; grafted man*cr taboqt the fctfeft, vAei* h#£»-#fiive\l 

Barcne- 
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Nat boiug abJe.^ ihon t^era> he^irie3 tWtc£np»ny> 
and Ibnascfcte' irivfceSd toaitoitf&bwitk tteta *d itlic 
cohjcmi, 1 upoji ifrfckiW He^rke 1^ cairt ; 6dj &efi«KrJe» 

a road tlte^^sfcriatfqm^ 

tk>ai%^fco r onrfcci^CM^ei^ aikedihira wtot^ar^ik 
brother i hi mrhte were in tiie.farejft dr uhg^cafllew 
Ojiwi>;/bcing ofo^ifed^qti- this..qu€ftioa, *»dft^di, ; 4a 
tar*, ; to ; kno w. .if the fquire W€re charged i witi* * any 
toeffi^gcK frorii>his unafter to Ifambard; « Yesv -fei^r 
&M^?depii€a«Mi£ y ^ I tyave a note to deliver, to : kww*? 
.'* Give' it mc % '*' retm»Med Oirrer -jt ** I can. eaftiy^guefe 
its^cqntents* ' IfembarU-fliaU receive it ia^an. itfftjaat, 
and Lptedg^myfelf in his name, - that he Hrjli accept 
wtiarwipr^pafod'te hiin : tell your •mrfker-l aiingoiiig. 
H>tooofcfoy4fambuiid V tnake therefore noinxote in- 
quiry after hrfc^ y m:afftur& of this kind all eclat fliould. 
hc^^pidedi.: ; Oo'i and rcQOmmcitd to ytmr TtiaAer ii*. 
.lence and difcresianvj? : When hht fquir£.:wa« gone, 
OiiV€ir«p&ited she 'ndtc* vand read,, as he e*pe&ed, a 
Gh*lte«ige .for Ifiaaibard. > Tteadin, iri c,alii&g -him 
outy ««a4oed:theptacfe, and appointed the .time^oi^thfft: 
venyfctayiit-«shp«r--befe»« fun-fet. ; Oltoei requeftted 
tbe>thwo?otfefci*-fetHgiTfts not to inerition-this hffaJi- td 
any <me^ lie; informed them &c- jtteant to £6n&ealiit 
fi;«wfr if^tfbardy arid tb fight iif hi^ftcad -* trfcd *h&. 
ivoald* toJt^tfib«Lfft*aftkaWe,^Srbeiiig.4c>f *he /Wipe 
heigtoav^d having >the'-ftfrtettarim, Theudo* would- 
be' tmpb]3 *6 :recogtvft*e himwh^h^'vifor -w^ .-doYto/. 
— The fcfc^ts ptfoifftifed tecvecj' l oa: acwiduiori* fchr* 
they- w%e*e all three -pjfefent «* thcccfmbatv: <lFhey-reu 
t urritid , to* t&fc piiaee,' ^and OK v<er 4*efU-1rito *he dr'aW- 
i ng WWtw ' Mi& ;/ depotftftleiit % was calm 'and "fcrerje< 
He-Jflforttied liis^tefcdfcj'thirr, -as -Ba*medite'U'a*.gdirig- 
ift *h^;--^ftlelWiatoii/kQ take'itts' iaft Waveof Gtmld, 
who Wti^fettiiig-off for Bavaria, he fliot^d' accompany 
t O 2 . him 



nrf^BMffil 




•W4$*F^A a qeJirV to Accompany & — — 

, j%pe^ded^m>e ha£t)eticr ftaf ^irtf.tit^tfa?hefi, 
l^t^pn ; l?aTiig%i^, fe^ e&brdced &W\ H^^km- 
4k^^e,wbkK^ 5 ; wifuar when helef? "fcifi? ]Mt fo^a 
Jbsprt^ tioie flty.^^je$ and* BafMeM^Watfef TOftfe 

WhQl KiH^gtV rejoined tlivtn/ -^h^e j fflt^ WKSrtb 
Jtgajfi rj^peatf cl tli^Ir " fentVm^riJs, Ivffich -f H^^rad^M- 
-t^yrygxittired toj declare' i-efpeftljEfg 1 trid'^om&^ih 

,ythk$i Oltysrifas going ttf engage/ ^Cfciffltf^^laid 




;^ifcover tfeem before mh;,' have I iib^t^tFij^lil^of^^fti- 
^fcatwig; t}ie firrt I Befjdes,, "telfeVe A M%Wi&B&*t 
idb&fa.A$ preferit cafe Taff "^ 
tidfewt diftprb^itjvufelelj refle v feottsyWe?^feWab- 

;;rtfe£ |^1 w^ich JSia>£een\ fo lohg th^. J 6fey^vWcYit 

t ot <*] ^ ^y ctbis r pieafing an^;'tje w. ftsfe W ftfl&n^^fhc 
1 tfeita J&jg&;> , lurpniefl at tifis"4ifootir}e^ 



i,rttep{jr» ^[^M^A^.^^IieaAl the itnfgKt ; 3fthe*3Wan 

-ifpeiteivfc^ jfg^y^ (raiikncfs on his'fituatiOfi'i^Stid, 

fid ttmW)My^V^jtbo^tt ^iwwin^^wK^ hb'^t^cr 

^fefoflj&S^ experiences th^tfArtf, 



- ^J^*fr^/«**i ?Qf r,^j{ f ]HPr i v e J t here 1 , m a feSv r i 
""toutes. Theudon a&ofnpanje,! by fc&T VqifflSfiHras 

wait- 



waitjng - fourth? at s . Barmecide advancing up to him , 




1 %lfohi*1f> ti*?8W %? '.£& 'gl#ta£ , 
up. 4 tpwjli ^l w 9.foes, '^er^hiyihlf^l^d^fbd^ftf- 
fionfJs, ^ J^ll, upon ea$h, otKer. 'fVjT fotight •'& £0n3- 
4$r^We ; tfl^e on t ,JiorlJe-l>acjc without tccci^ihg^^iy 
w#^V^,tojt Oliver 1 * lance j*as f fliivercd 'bFpftfetfft, 
andj thc.ki^g'js; Hqne.felila cdnrec^eixte^bf ^a jl vi§lfe«t 
fh9c3f-'.\viiii;hJha4" juft ttakin plate*. ; lit this 4&&k 
Theudpn^ianc* fell 'from his habd * h6'cT<^d.tatti~ 
fetf;,fron} ,)iis^ ft^d and drew, .his fword. ' 'GMVfcr 

. flPffPffi^g' ftS°tfy from bis horfeiikewife d*e*;tf&. 
AtitEif .ihftan^ fte, affajkd T heucfan- with great hn~ 

. petii9J&ty. ( Tfc latter, rurprife^d and ftagg<?red> dre'w „ 
^ck^a^.fjBxrp^p^ VOliyer prefled.hiih clbfely? dealt 
bip^vtjiujrip. hjrpi ,gave him * mortal wcrtflid; a©& 
QyertJ$e\^ hijpe^pirmj ih s tKe dufr, * } As *ff>bnVtfa*he . 
gcn r e^9Us pji ve^ &w 'Jiimfall, ;^ 

^te.gwpp Hini fyccqurV W r ^ 

. Jkw$£o^^ tpUeh^d #ith tfoxnjwifiipn t 

, ttoewJa£#£ his fwt>n£ and footing dofrn, ; wafcg$tog • 
io / ii|t r /i^" ; his ^apci"*^ 1 ^ foey't&t /the £**#i4?*us 
Theudpn,, paying a dagger concealed in fttsbefc, ftfclU 

( &«ffcb I 

»W$g :Vod| fhe ptW^lcnijfbta-^Vt^sl'' rtr rible ctjft ?md 
' ruiiediowardV ti\6 ^ Knighi /J df ttie Swain *fld hfe-itjiir- 
• dew/' ^e'l^te^h'ad ^.ftidjf <tfttfeiiUlLi&tf hft : 

and $5 ^haM^'0)!l7C^^li ,, tiatfied'ft' bfcodifttoted, , 




:..)taxe/£uf.a 
b^ri^ jjp wl#> l^hdkepcitibfs;. ij !A *itt'<tf >WM>4*<a4« of 
. ihgj^jjcKes #f Ifre^^ugcfii^Blctf'Brf^feted/l^m 
Hiftir^aea. rrlen^di,' 'tiartj tenlf 'in' t3tis< foa Uw ^~~ - u - 
:a##, f , ^h* ^uijr^^^jf tdlbpi t$!c 
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dotrharf ehcleaVotifctf W rr&Re' theiV^ap^tfce* rfco-' 
riietit the ttfraffihartbit'tdbk^ph^c/bt^tH^fqtll^s o* 
the TMjgtt* 'fttwed their ipeVftin*, i A brdefr 2 f d *prddttce 
tm flitter fdHAWrJ" t*F i: OlrvetfV vWloff, %**! *be 
^ipk j bf THeudtyn., Of Prer 1 , . ho^etfer, ^hfrttfg-to 
Mcwer V fntl^/ freofotbtttded hr> f^ncte' tfc'gtf'tfie 
backpay W the patac6»"in fcriief n©f J tfcffcfe before 
rtie^fcdo\rs <tf ! thednchefi^^rt(ifcrrt : . •" 
' They moved ftoVly forWarda, ahd riight had arrived 
before they reached the traffic. Oh appr&acbkig The> 
cburf'fn^ Which- the ^avlliow of Oliver ftb"od; r they 
WirrtJ tntffic.ahd fbrtgs of }of, among whicfr the Aaforw: 
cff- Oliver' was' a thousand- tinies repeated.— The 
knjgftrjj fhoddered, and their jmtmih wa§ itierfeafed : «$ 
they entered : thetourt.-^ A brilfiarit fll©mi&nte*ii <>*!*£- 
'played the l\>lendbur of the brighteft dtfy-Hgh^; the 
ifra$& #fcre decorated ivitiv garland* of flowers, tend 
fcmrel wreaths Were rnterwoveri* with ¥he oyph«r*r of 
*he Rights 6fth*Swab,whitV\teret^^ 
frofifc of the building? ift characTter* of fire; ■' All flte-' 
JheriSf ttttfkittide of troops and people 'flfletf tSe ceWft i 
att*theFi^ch«nd ; Germa»- foldiers, J ctwiSo&ritfai - fnt 
the Hthrbn^ with the peafarits of the iieJgRbowhdbd^ 
rrtfiterf their t^HIcHbrfgrwitfr «tf the 

tfBage^, ^nd^artctfd tothe unitea.fooi^^ofttehMif^ 
tffcf crn^r-and raftfc* bagpipe. 1 TRe fcrtigHtsj '"'"6b* 
R^d^ta triverfV tHfe court, --were v 4hw& of tfcte <««>!- 
tte°impreffidh the uhexpeftdd fight'«<tf*he dJritjg^O!^ 
Wr tntift' fcafce trpoVtHts multit^c. i;i/ A}id;;^e^d ? 
fcsfrceTy had the-' crowd* catt -their • eye* '^d the *lbe&y 
ISwri'aftdPffit iihhappy Ehigh^ofifife^att^Wri^he 
rhrffr moving e*j*effitmfc bf foVrow-'ft^ce^de^r^p^y 
^ : the ) AnSy^eTTrmVftra^ibris-of jbf.^ '^A^^f-hik 
Wit SeaW ^he-deepfeir 1 gnfc&S, t^mfcft ' kswtk>WbTe 
aVi^rit^cWgxrreSj^aGd^rHc ^htMepalaee'rWr%ehde^%lie 
aofefH'fbtitrtf; ^^?fhe««c ij htffteriea ]ft 4b»''Aiign« 
bertati^IMee^'m ^e~ft : 6f %geb*s^'^fia txy^ri^m 
ifaWbartf ^htf tte<y\rchcMV of this traglefcf e^eiHj^fence 



j a \ 



it 



Wsr.fe^Wifr^ ^ .QHfrflfc .petf4*9ng r.^fi,sffljp«MnQp : ^ 
o^ft^asition aod grift. upqii;hj>^Qv«t§p^^ ff #tjf 
cfear-ftaj^cid**" && be,, «< you.^ill. .{091* l^w,^ 
inmoft fecret ofj ; $*y 7 he$tt .frntfysp wll-ycA, rjo f J.Wgff?: 

w reply,* -hut thcdoor .opened, agd . JCmbwyi*. ppl# 

the am* 9JF.Qyiver r iark4 out W^^C"WB #f££t£* 
".; Ah, lybat haft thou, dqne £~ Ah # .enjel fifi?#4» an4 
*&*<*«*. foi; *W !"•— H« «n*ld &y no.mp^ft his, fqfc$ 
cjisaj^hisr^erasce.;, -At this.wwem tiije, duc$M&& 
entered* atcenftpamed hy Zernni ai>4 tM >,%geqp$* 
Her ixprofKv* ^countenance . feelingly 3ppow«e4 1£# 
iircftdf^l icnf^iom».o£ he*, heart* fcgwfrvfr»v4ta. 4i$t 
Mf y&tyijke ^ra^ahlcto compote hsrteQk*v.4fep w#6 
m&HEls of Maji fhe Te&tyti^n. o£ \*hi<&, (h* &Pf4 W 

ygicfe te^wfth^raw^momeBt fwi* h^frte*?4VW> 
awip^^^fttTB^ *!'" Acfc jWJW 7^4 *<V "S^ 
lto^4fef :wafl$'of BftVfWta,:; wbjCp.h^.cofldUWii; ^%f 

wiping #f *hc geaferousOJjsc* are got £> riwgp^Htti 
*pAMifcair>fe ^ will :J>e, r lcfs.. di'fli^lt,. to re^pm AMPi.40 

€Q9(k^rahie v/ degTW»,<>£r fir-gui*^ J^atr^e, left £h« 
f «*ipn W; *#BRnc4 ^ : hjer ipar^pj^i ^ .flj^ #4, ^o| 
^u^h$ri*i/thqre, ^rf^fixh^ : i4%p| tJ^.t^ 

Ercfwk+jtight*, L ; ; Al*,&e4 j idwM a§*d toye^ -QfeWf 

fte^ jcMp* fhs ^m faffed tA *&H*4**.»j S^WB* 

CO 



i 



gWifWti^of frying <SWi?ft? .WJW<i#>^Wf9^PHWMfel 

Although her grief was inesprefiible, it fKJfchflggvg;! 
, Pm^* t ;«V><M»^d:bs h^^e^sflpaflst &a- 

'tbprfRjrffieQBSj after ;ha»'«ig 4re$&.hjs ■m^^^nt. 
formed ^ajnfwpd a«d hk,-etfyer ./rienq*, thftlc^bff. 

c^^'^r ; ^op«.»the.«a^er#i)r^}ti9|,ff#. {&#»? 
fcutf, jBaroaccWe^. A*»g#be>t, , J^u^*b|j^#fig«p,. 
na^ij) the .night ip Oliver 1 * *p?*M*»^j,?od,*HjihfBf- 

%^ lT .Ifaipteirdy ,ey$s ; wwet&ti&X^blm&i^ 
QfoVfTjfc MfflM* MmS;*^ *i#«»efc»i*w ^)$ffl^ 
s$. ^i^q^ns v w«U; . fych. atten^qi^^^ v#f jfehj* 

•^affprea^^jtb^ l^d^o^^ ,wjk;tep fUff}; < ttU&& 
■?*v £ O people, 



to t&rfr JrrifKtH #$&<$> &«F A* ^?c&^e^gd fttfttffitt' 
it." ^^ffld&^mrifcdtF^AR WaHAdp? 

affdfcotetfuaWI tfrtK- wtti«S; ^iid'the uitoiPdf the 
daftafrtHf *kiiig bPfcatfndrtik war fcrafed ^rtttt'tlft'-tw^ 
bttttfr%WA Me-'dbfclftW h& etcfted 1 ttf^^orj? W 
hefdefcadtf*.'' ' ?,;,J,;, Vv* - *' • *** •'-•' '^'^i:^ 
^Kt ft****!** ntfcfta'orriffigj Oliver Tec^^i'fttdfia' 
vifirfita* tfefifrg<!Qli$;'VK(x earned takfe' f oflPt|ie 3HF 
dreffinfc* fitfta' hfe woiing*. fclJtttf '.Ww deffr<Mtftfc$; 
aH htemerrds, ^ven irafribaird ^ud Zfemnt^ffii^ild'leivc, 
Ae¥o(ittr{ tn<FKd'mSdc tWm promife ijot 1 ib ijctidrh' 
Wfti*' lie (RtmTd And for theimC Tke Tnr^bhs cxal ; 
mined an33reflyd fcS vdiimir wtthaut littering i fihglfc- 

wfflH'i-NdttiFaiM'-trsai 
tHeff^cift^s^frWfHf! 




any ktHcTq* eyafldrf:? • At ttvfe£! 
vol'* die ftrgemili fcemed cbijfafoij arid' replied* hi an* 
cqttftfo&tf inznmr 1 ', f '*btft Oliver iif g^ ffidm fi^iSWjHfc* 
atnl'itoK'fifeb ^nefe, that/tficy W length tfeflirW^ 
thatthft tfiiriftibh oFhb HIS coWd hot tx&tjt tfctf^F 
tfeg da^." '^ f&rptiRf 

of* etSbtkM £ He- dtarge<FtKje : ri^ 
foHi^Baftxtoide arttfCtocelbVof ttfyattd tdWffieifo 
W *& Witiey kb VottfcMmfeate it Vo &£ fcYii&eft, tfim? 
baftl imd^hini ; ^Itat* rtofrtoertd to tHcpi^ a&ft'd 
he, J *-ttnftdtf *^^ 
ttid^Wuefcl %an^o^ftcMe' : lf^ feJS«6n>^ r niC 
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:&$'$iM^jW$i; ^pl' for the fclkfci ># ' 

^.Mj^Vjif^^i;.«V!^cHH' is.thc matt, 
r Lo^. J to.^^olj: ! i0 } 9>aT?.)e^?, *e } but ft* > £- 

,-inteA c£a generous ^^jwTwrclfpI^lf oy fiums- 
: than bhittQ the ftfc^dvM$*><S u S^W ;,*f«S? ' 

ftnfenU^ 

\ AfteOTds'he cSUt^eifhis mind; -teriialnTn^M^b- 

.' tio^ta |ent iofd t6..t>e %t%$j «^lg$w^g?t 

VW'j«ftiU"bc','gigU.to-Ji^ihem-' : :!.'.-'" " """,'.-. .,-"■ 

\ X I^lcd^Xn4 'Jfarmecitle tad JtfcTurged their ttit - 

,-]ai*ij[0l£ toawftlflion v the former was ftifl ftur_up 

: ^^ffv^appx f fambara and Zenmi, wftfle Bar- 

t ioeclJe-WM .rtarti«i>ating, m the duchefs s chamber, 

'•'jfcjfiqffi.iaiim of Axiana and Afcaffa, as they 

..jf6l|r ; thV"^iP:Ve$7^eativce in their arms, wbo *H 

gftVoadJni .in ! ^ad&l convullions, and hadjuft hi d 

'SSi&fit^iHiijgrti Barmecide, takViig 1 advantage 

dta'uwmwt'^-aisparem calomels arifing fi-ortt the 

- V A&l£$ftMe ! 6Hier frame, accoftcd Ifetxlte/iml 



''bliwmettrJjfjhe!(ho.utd Tee.you in thiictrtiffltftm ! 

^tft^'^Asttttifl* >ipon th* arm of BammOTVWnr 
%2x eff -t6H tfwiFStoi Wm, He ^tcottip>in^ J to* ■ ?* 

■ l - *•■- L ' far 



/an fs .fh* door of Oliver's chanafcet , ar^l kavidg feer 
d^c^ r# 1^-i^tli*^ v ^* : llli- entfcrid alcfre>': ttartt&**d 

..'O^lus 1 paic arid.tWj&i' caicichifice ;W*s fcafcuy 18 he 

^a^sjl^e 1>cdy atid iuhk dtfiri tat* >•* ^ii*./ «**r 
Kad^Tfvri&fed aU'hk attei&afrim : A ; tm^i^T"QfBfH^:e 
^«apk f place. • $laft &ii&tf&$#t6 fpfeak, : *4$iairi 




2$pr| pec fciace trf m nis arm ; ana, putting it into t 
^Oc^tf.w^kli eorrtaiiied Xfelmrtfi oflfcriugr, ^ in this 
iipleji^^ i riiay~ bfc allowed 

\4W l «ini't^ i tiip §tos ' (rf Cefanira ifrJtli tfcr feviburs Scjf 
- ittea6tia«;4-;i L, im fofifeflUs &at .ttvf tbrinfc; iffthcrtft ih- 
&fip^p gr ori^oent^ jiiiy bi pla^d ittixtf^titn 
££r*i(#*XfK£i%&& tihirehijfe ;jpriei5aiiU titfletnVl&ftfr e*cr 

c^^.witltmfi to* mjr gtavfc ttjie^W^WirtltJirfaiia 
VuI ; i^t^.bf Celaairij 4*&tke«n both Sfe'Uid itrpy 
^^HdrcQiiifer left off i#£ftiig, frniT^y afa- 




"He l »egtr)ie ^J itftfateh Qliye r fe n^ifi«ffcV ^wi 
*' fcA*iy cbefc words; X^tf W^tO b*^gi\tik$ibd 

I^u^ai**^*^ 




'afcd 



goat THfc*4B«GHSFS10F 

the ^pprpbriam:t)£i^jur^d#qboi|i ithcxlrtakifei} .pfci 

tfeifeira j < WtoyiNtoia^ 

. 1 6 4A vei you 4 for? eierruuOri khan vAp dafait; wxxjt&f' 
iA*6Atio& ^:xk^<^^to^^JcOiomi^i^t€t^<in can: 
e&mal farefffeil): 4&dU \»oAkfc a<ifc: ! thtfd#*e*aRitial*i 

-~*Afi& ( ftoirtd have i^^ <b/fappbrt 7 *txtiic feme tftw, : 
yfewgriel, rtfy aMtt* awk dte^^kitio^.^f ^my fiiattl i 

o< t&irtttfe ftfj4a?£ ivhffsotothttfpM&foUii. ;<>«fiiafca*J 
fbwf$*&iWm4ci&t*h ? ^Pwa i^ieiiatie toeafcoadfu 

J^&^«dWh0$ ^*rid*ti*ecL Beattkfe, **Jwfaen fiafciu 
** oi '-' which 



pcrftft in y*u# 'idE^ljiy^mlifl^t^ai'bd imUttixi 6i$i 

betfte^te psei^evt^ recollection aiyowcfw^dt-A Ah i? 
ktsb the tiffizfaibofoffi, i^ Ji^lWd^hajt t^^i tfi0W r 

aad}eta*^4&#k,. t*> yen J . Jc^cr^:^-^ii^piQiotir<ijhB} 

, JiorecLflaui* of/ to v^ ^aii f tiwwiJi\ip > that. $ttfe : sftdTat- :< 

O toffctott rjeihak away with my ,U& fyreaifrj ^war? 
itv!k^iti>e;,mvi^iin you^ W.J ft ail *h«&PC&a**fe. 
toe AmA^x ltat«{-ACM^wBdiib^V^ *Uf feA'flw fifAn&k 

l«ti*iy*Ia& Mffe^itytptfk* nifturaus^iiaht^frf feideai* 
<aabi&ftn**fi b*d iidwlg«Qd tfc; klc*, 4^t <yp* #wh^^ 
yidbi^Jbha^^Mr^yvof y^wi dy»giriq*l %^ffljll«m : 

cwry ufedi^g jwhkh unitef us all thr£f fftgttfei*!<jt!t - 
usrfoffc «*fcK«vtUi^^^ 

frit {ttvf^cfUtalR£fifil^& Of 4l\jW< 2Hbf 4teff5fti tfHVft , 



t iaajftr,#hfch W:^ad : hpmfelf f^pa^dLiat^c mog^fe^. 

^flr;owj»: «<: Q thoa, n whjoi^^ 

Lai htffl>»od,f ifc^d^'he^ tf A% year Jtftcn, £ej*h£ ^c* §£ 

-wf hajlpjs :;> fafljQfc JS) .goiM to , apepap^y v iicc*^ jthe 
^«nm # itQ: 0*rX;W5fr:*Hy : a)]b*$, fp Sui*y kjfcff &r , «9f , 
• wirf&db bring. 4*tf i#*?^Thotf fliaji however fre . £${$- 
ieriyfth^fofei -j will ft^lf l*e ^xecy^i f-^Tbie, care of 
foHWu^Sfrs »t4i^ Vb^ 4*?U ^t^cbes me to^jjfei-^- 
jtty itaty. jpc^A «^^rp0BJ^- ; tby ; generous: dfetri. Ir^^e?, 
itfi^rj&tets^ i*he$ deprived of a brc^h«f> fliaii fiia&fche 
hendiieft/uf fir &£$ » ir* JJsattic* 4<r- An£ 4i«?Jfr ,1 ftiah 

jW&fphitf ftj adorable . &e&r '$$, fyy <eleftl$ $$p]pg* 

mode r yts,— St fcen& ajwfct^a hs^))i^.«^^^g 
•pie to mnoeejice knd Xvirtite:" — Ofevcr pronowto^4 
thofe *wonls with "ab errthuflattrt #hfc^h revised his ^pi- 
fits V the ^icrnefix)^ his^arfca^heeks di&ppeared* Ji'fe 
ms fparfcteo? with 'new fire 1 ; and ^tknent-aad fere* 
n*ty were at price*' expreflcdj njMjm- life • countenance. 
The duchefs contemplated httii aA inffcwrf wkh a'kiml 
of etftafy ; afterwards bidervtng ht& features change) 
ajid *hc colour of hfe cheeks fide* ;ft*e role 4 abruptly* 
atid; leaxun£ tin <Fhtoba4d, advanced tbwtirtte -the tUte*. 
V^Olivc^lafiji ' Wtfi o* ^Hefcarf.of ^WMttd/ wKfe* 
Tay:*nearhiTrt, liWd pit irrband* hfe <waift c'"*4|'<5e- 
lanifa x , M cfrfed-Ke; **.$ W*f. noW-te-allewed «i *fefiiine 
it, 1 airi to.oW wortfcy^bWfear tt# ^ l M > c r*4MMng ^ 
tettd thffcfc wo^ds, GliTer joiae8*his h^n<k, 'and tifting 
^SlMPOUpwarda Jieavctvhe continued m th**#fttwde; 
With looks rffeaitigly e^prelSfe^f^9<r^«et^ 

lion. 



0'ltf£r iiel#^^^ Wei*.* « «Vtn$r 

: ltaitf ^iriti^ : Kits- rio* cfcxpftrf&T Ml my iwnijiwf*: :/. Ofa 

•• , B&trI(?5 ffriifidfered, (He ertdWa Vetered jtoxfait; *cmw& 
. ffie flying; {JfrvejS aticf] iittkfog irito *Ke *m& df Thetf- 
'bald/ fata fed 'ditiyj '**©HVfer ! fi^)e<l^hfe^pi^nptew?«i 
"wi&f^ekfirvdfce tfieniittieS d>£ Cattttih* *rtd Beatrice. 
^Zeipm; ~4lPbattRe&i» ^^tenf^'adltikwftt^d-ttofwiilitife 
&cc6-p* 'l^ijGfiHttrtf heltt'hfcfr'ta fait &tms y dad pftefi&d 
htm fo.Tiis lteaft.^-t)n'«'fwlU€n Oti^er haifeffencd 
hSfingtfftl ieWsJIftf ftchteltf aftdttoogaWe^hk'^otile*. 
•^FftlTOVW^flaV^wWcA-hli toft *»6k amf 'Ms 

<j6i&# WHfo.&f ftis ; hfc'ad* ttpon ffakftk*d*s 'tata&rtfk 
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{ i ) AS long as Chivalry prevailed* it was a general 
Culloro among the knights to make rafh and fome times 
very extravagant vows ; whether they were ihut up in a 
place to defend it, or making attack upoa another i or 
whether in prefence of the enemy ,in%he field* inviolable 
and indifpenfable. oaths were taken, obliging both, the 
chiefs, and thofe whom they -commanded* to fhed all 
their blood rather than abandon the intereft. of the flate. 
Be fides thefe. general vpws, i( was cuftomary to make 
particular ones, both in the army and elfewhere> Valour 
gave occafion to many Angular enterprifes * % fuch a&heing 
ibe, firft to place an enfign upon the, walls or the bigheft 
tov*er ot a city during a fiege ; throwing himifelf in the 
nridft.of tfce enemy, and ftriking the firft blow ; and, 
in a word, in a£hje>;ing this or that exploit, giving fuel} 
an4 fitch a proof of boj^dnefs, and frequently of temerity. 
The mofi valid of. all vows w>as that called the vow of 
|he peacock or the, pheafant. The day qn which a fo* 
lenpn engagement was to be made* a roafted pheafant or 
peacock, prnaniented with its fineft feathers, was carrie4 
by the. ladies in a gold or filver di(h into the mid ft of 
jhe aflembly of knights. The bird was preferred tor 
each of them, and every knight made, his vow there- 
upon j and it was then let on a table* to he cutup and 
diiitibuted among all who were pr efent. 

Jn an ancient poem, called Tie Vow of the Heron* we 
rand of *# earl of SaUibury, in England, who, on the 

' moment 



«6iftrds, jit anvajRjftW^.mijpi^c^flj^^^ kfifcatojful 
hmi\v#mi'ttitigifr t tijKfi tktfiit vfahk k^*i* rfjftfc iXhe 
lady inftead of one applied two lingers, andrtfo^eaH 
fwore upon a heron (upon ' wljieh other knights had 
niade.difleiiellt tsows) ro>t Xo /open *h&lteyief*wChe; t&d 
Entered, tfct FrwKfa territo* p ixt*mfaj:lp\w*ng&-S>d» 
tjari the Thxt d, and fcirdcomtfejtad Philip in a £kcb*d 
battle*' Daring die-whole «ar> *he earl! would- tfot-ajkw* 
btaafelf t®>,fefc mh.-tJult tyti and attjtye rnlP^^vhkb 
wro iwfcnefe to hi* exploits* likewife > bote wj#i«kf» jb*s 
fidelity in* fidfilUng&i* engagement. Du Gaefeiin - towed 
to ftrcajloto but tfoee baforu-xf ivme foup till he had^comr 
^at<*d-a ccxtam lEngliftiman, w,ho had given. hint fhcbal? 
I«nge. ' Xayfng ,fiege to tNtentcontptnyAe vaw«d ^nei- 
ther to cat nor undrefsMWyf till the place- !#as. *&&©«.; 
Another titneite Vowed to take no more fuftenance after 
filefnpper he t*as *otn£ torcati untti'Tje hfttrftltyfttm 
witfr the. Englift, m : o.r8e*to combat- them; y v Ai;9JK 
8egC of ? Bre$ere> mP6i^i^ lib:i^«ire*«a^l«^r5F^Wfjii» 
ereft' hU ^ftferVbannfctf in: tke"eourfe^?'th^<dfq^p9tt 
thb -tower of that town* t&*rf o«t : 3EKt G^e^rtHwfecJlrlW 
ba$ pcrfotmcd.it, ^nidtddwTatbcr thatf&tt'^m thtf **• 
fempt* A Aw years ago* aVfin^lar nloiwime^'rf thit 
i^itftoni among the anctent 'knights wastto W-ft«n4* 
Efawicec Near the town of Moutter*, between ^tf^lfcrtd 
Scnetti are two- majeftk b#B*. which ajrefi^afa^ibyi* 
^defc^f twia hundred and fifty fdetr Prom(the;fo<ntoJg 
tofion* Mltta.ttw*^f the t>thef wa* etttn^rait Ntf 
thahvin the arfddk of whichhung a lar£e G%r:lrf£** 
potnftr Ufoh wa^faid *o be one «f theufi»fcv«wih^- 
AevagBs:of chividry-r.;.tt ,wns hejiersd thai *H^+nigte 
8ta4'ftrbrn:;to.d>am:t niountams together^ afedrB&tf 
il^ftar'-.w^^his devicse; rand it adde'd^rtliati^effeHgfcl 
>fch^'.4nade*.thft vow .*a*>of ^Hefa-mayifrBla^e^s^^to 
town of MoutWs has blazoned its arms from thfcrtiaiJH 
Ufbear«:;a?itre)!rtm WWtBs^ttfaRwfri^tlMtty a 
chain, Uo^idteisjMKodtfd <fci dham.:; fThfefcrfroj^^rweT* 
the j mar*riaviie4a&le> a*> jthey vwerctjaddrrikdi: tfe ©«*t 
The^ had all of them the fan&ion of religion, and it 
would hute 'been 'hddrt^niaHp.baTe, and tmjfofckfcoi 'to 
^ j i \l .r" ■ ' accoxnpliih 



ample of -A kntgfeTj^ho *ttrt>r€^'^fr v«ifr5^i ^Beittw 
comet akte binsle^ tfie#» tfVWrt ^ulftiKtig fov i*^r^dV «» 

*{i>'OlK^^ fear ef 'fcarrhek, W^sr /, 

hi ■Ja^fcichrierjr grtf&trmatf^ He'watffebmfifr Fitfiu^^aiiil/' 
Bedtotee *hc< jrffclei : «**d favcrorfte 4f'h\k r "celkbi&ie& 
Aayfan- AlWfdmli^ I rffcppefeih Wf ii&r that hi* fa^ 
&%!?*«& Ear^pfeaa* that hjs na*^ was Barmecide : &&j4 

a&tfr % his> 'b5hrf©nmfes. - It is ftiflfcfeiftt: ,re> bbftiffeY h&ki 
thae ^atond\ted all .thp glory of his reigtt to tWjgSftiiitf 
and* Tkme^'^i&tnfhift^r. Barmecide wa^dortfd lyyT 
the pettier her CQTcriifcd, and Veceivied frdia ptil>1ic gr&tt* 
tade the^c'Iftnj^infepf/^rWpi -. i ^ — • ^ 

'*■ fo) Aaron Almfchid; the 15th caliph; ,: wa^foti e£ •'= 
Jfahadl, of -the race tjf th* Abaffide*. Mis father d<i 
dar^d^iiimilflfffffCt^ilWrf In wejudfcetff itfs:efd<eft ftftf 
fcw f, Ajtfwmr "refpefting -the rtghtsof his tthadier- Hadt 
Mq&v **ftife&the ffiept«i aw* oht£inetf*iro*;tfr«P flde-' 
Kly te'htetfi^Trtv^^e part of aJHtoj^aflde^; ^ Tha 
new fcaiiph was IniWiMe of this fcenefit, ami inedjiitetf 
the death-trf" Aarw. 'But the. mother of tjre uwgm«fUJ 
Mttf#> ><wkow he had-oflfcnded, carried- him ; m be *&SU 
natjfcdj ««* Aiwm Tras> prodairoed eattph; ,; 'Phis princS 
Had'gtdat perfetral otjdowttieti&, afcd Wavcd^briced'for 
I*3^ho«^B^:hl»)tafte forthe^fiiie* *ft*; awdTu* patri*- 
itage fcf lmfe ^ ttfren^ 11 It is iaid'the 1 &**biaite invent** 

mapii+rhftk^Kifdn wctttte tww^jW^wvwtekdedSbr'-fc 1 

him^rela«atDtmJuiidqn).thib toils of war. {&#'ttei>£mpf 

ftmftpMhdiHP'he -!pi*li*eM^3s^iir-tlfi^!iw^ >ther& 
AM^edJab%c*e^^per^^ Aiemlliifpifet^^eartwdr 

*' b.:n ,:. ->';;:iji !') >'^ u : a! •• ij a:- . di r- J.\ i.i. ! v^IT 

*\ :^o\'S iiluflrious 



3p? w©5§^^5^ / f^<^^«y9LU^ : 

ojiier, . \n . the -.grgit,} ^etvv^en, th.Q ( c^?- Ay<9if W-Cbai> 

jTrpJoiriix^if <Te^cYiyi .jjeputatiqn$^ :i a , : ^)|^]fejf VJi/jk 
pertof'to altaCtacWentkar.&n£ udiii po}J^M\Wt^^ 
reftsd motives* They ftroye tot outdo each* other in 

jnarj^ t <*jfi(|JW)a^iI&d«?* ,oi ai^y t ^^ny n( fya0- 

m^atfert* thai 'ifo, cahpfc xe4ed, to v f Cfia%TOjj«^ 3y 

.wa^ r p£.#ft,£he foyereigpty.^ 

3[fan^/ r^iyiiig^toJiiwelt qnly.t^e'tftje. QC^Jiejite- 

Ofaptv (£3^V^gne< W^" Aaron, Jove^t .jw. Jwe's^rt v a^id. 

. fcbtl} r pT tJp^ip '. made . ,p*fe$? .Aaron ; .w^Yq.' i£n|i$e to- 
fee.charmipf poetry*, th^t.he ! r >K0^4^S^^^'^ e P 
at t^ie. recital of, a beautiful. cori)ppfitiprii : ivpr ^was be 

..Ws.;ji(jxe J^ the chajRM pf f rxiufic : 4 ^;coipppi^d .^any 
of the, tune* jvhjcjjr ajL&i&*te&]q$ ia.^^e^iy, the\eaft. 

;^aror(. particularly: refer^led Cf^ j^i t.a^i^of 




wa£e£ ev^y/e£Hijtry;t^^^ 

'.'* j X^^-jepJie^Uth^. woipafi^ '« jap^fj"^^ Ijkeiwt/e .^ead 

-tAe*£, tha^ tjte. ; teufe^, pC.kln^s.ar^ d§ffri>jjed '©A*,*** 

count of tb«ir' m^ftice/ 1 r VJ^jpaugh jamrqpe*. of- ; thu 

hard reply r ami immediately rep!reffea her wrongs 

4#rpi\, a^weU^s ,p^rlema^ f ;Vi w^ 7 ^gjre^t^lms- 




tn" Europe, was feut to Charlemagne hj.^he^caiipn 







VeVe^'fe V^a^e. • } - ChatT^afticT Had *(^ha? r &e£ 
lTifc# x c*lfe<fy Wit founded nghts"to *tfie r/ diicBy 'oTfte- 
V^VjSPfiti; ^tta-^.Vehfc^iYiMtsrtMhe.f KM' to 1 ifcle'^torr 
ik3th i /T thir CSSf l.eWkgiie reftofred Ofiinildb' Doth'tfs 
•Wftt¥-&£ r "Joii^ -fkfs 'Ms ^h&$>- 

Warf; WoftferVitffe lfcfe\eltetit*t6 Which &* 'jfaXfcr' of* .fa. 
•Jtfr%s^#€^i«t m*the worl^i'tb frttft Hfcfewffe V tHe 
tocyfcrer' of faVitfrsr " C?tirii*3Pdo^tottched*at tifte gfetieroityy . 
*fcf Vtti^rtn ; c^€tid^tQured td^emferlS^e&^'^oKhy^f 
4, T 'Sn<^the c er|iifen>r 6oui<$ rtbt'boaft. ,oT^' tndfV ; fa}thfal 
Hfi^%5^ r *Hfe^gfit4j^itiflt the ehemfes of fch^H&tffene, 

Yie^VTrffer tif tW Utter);' and flii'GhSjet^'sftxJ^ivith 
^HSt^d^iitff^ccefs; AfteVtheHe^ifor^^^, 
%(Fory'jffi5kes n6 farther anentioi; df 4ftftu'i I^tfaV be- 
tife v&? Mt arter tfil$ hereftred td'Cdiiftiiittiifop^, xWierc 
Mi?liVe4 atfiajW^h bbiHrit^ : '-"/* Viil ■'" 'v' J ' * 

^ j ^j^ y^ /^ .^ 'tf Hg ttf'fte ' nlfate of : Tfc A- 
•'SffiL'^rhtJ liVttd air that peVio,a^£S#as^&re 6ftKelpe% 
•^flkftHs f of:¥intfaAKu, :Hm^f ^eprWeM'thii i&n& 
"ifttfp as* I ^fcflbe ^«r; 1 he ^s ^|tfi^<$&iffti, 
hypocritical, bat eminent for military talents ^ hetWR- 
-cd chriftian, to pleafe Charlemagne, and afterwards be* 
r ffayeWA. ^^^ ' 

with tthom^&iflft^W t§ie 7: ofiS ^oii^rlft^Md 
A «oany .difpates. His fottr fons were named Renold, 
^tcicftaVd, or Rtchardet> Alard, and Gufchardj thfe 

. ekleit 
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eldjeft arid mofht^dbratcdr <£sYJhpmi&ra9lhc icMyi^d 
RfinoW, -ttf jMoptauhaHi . tfhcie^foujr brothers^ &y the 
rom a»<es," all . rodef upon otic !horfe»< wAich :*:*ra* f called 
JfoynriL ; . , B^yleikys, that . ReiioUl^ . yrhoie^naiae^ was ib 
famous jn. romance asui-poefy, . fufiiated-' nmrtyudani, 
and that the church of St. Renold, at Cologne, W& Ra- 
dicated to-him. 

. {$) . Ama&crga* who Juu-- lieea snnbniaedr^ffaS'-a 
young and beau£»fol lady of the- court ef Charlemagne. 
Th#tpriace ?fell in love: -with her,* and. die vftrtu£ »f 
Amalbsrga was. proof againR the fait : of the vtmSt soma* 
bte :*nAU*»aAd. greateft. .hero t>£ his tirne^ Htft or y -tells 
us, that being qne day on the balcony, a-rnd -perceiving 
the emperor approaching, ilie threw herfelf from it f in 
offtex tor axoid ran interview, which (he apprehencfed 
might, he dangerous, and. broke herai-mm the fajk She 
at laft retired .to a convent, where iie^ ended her days. 
[See the HJlory of Charlemagne.] 

{o/)> The 4hd4ee of SpolettoV Henry duke • df TtMu 
'Har trad v^ount; of . Thuriagra, are real . personages- of 
thoffcvtim«s.<.2iThe lattel * was concerned liv^gireat cdV 
fpk»ey:«g»mftX^arl€mttg*>e, >. •• ; - ; - : ' 

*j &slftan&ihe Pjorfhirogenims, foiv of ! the emprete Irene, 
vra*<t<*haVe mshuufcfcrRotruda, one of the daughters- of 
Charlemagne* and ths - emperpr having broken off < the 
marriage,: Cohftantme ;j (Mncd- his own referitment to' thar' 
of f Adklgift,'butavi>th0Ut atiy fercefs*' >' • ; ; 

-:{ io)j The :«ide^i'vo£ this faW.ous plant 'is Jnot of'-my 
ovin ittYtfritji^ipli'foumi k^ of- 

imtur!stl:hiftoryi. -The ibltowiitgtTs the defcription given 
lyy.that:riatiwTaliIlii^' Baca's , the name^6f-a-$laBt*fota3 ; 
ixpiui inaUnitiLittiiiusi in Syria, : Jo&phus, the hiftorfetiv 

^fays.ifc flnnesl durm£ 4:1m;: night like a fmalt taper; that 
its- ttgtit: goes out by day j that its leases, wkeh wapjpeid 
up.in-a handkerchief, ge^tnit of it, alkl qiiicfcly ; <&&)>* 

' piear^.: thafi this' plant i^s hefot : by 4 -demons? * that nt hfcs/ 
the 1 power of; ^hanging 'aU-Xnetrfls-into $oI'd> for which* 

'teafon- it is oallcd, by xho Arabians/ W'3^r/«*- hitft ; 

- •- " '' " ' that 



Aaferfe AcSLtoytixhrn pfeffoa ifcrhcc ^atterft i^ M^piv&t 
precautions be; triot . taken* ■ said thefe : tccbappily are nut 
kflpsvn;. that>fbv is Inourifhed' by; bitumen ;*hfct > its 
ede«r.' is^ifiafibcatihg, ..whsri! it is <phiskec{/$> <&n&'*h& 
U.x»ttft-be looked; for in, places piame^. with *cedtttf 
trees*;'.-.. ,.• i.ij j.- .'..' > ■ '•< '-. '■:. .'••■. !•.•:;-—'* '">'_■» 

(i*>) Hiftory informs us that Aaron gave the hand of 
his fcfter Abaflk .to Barmecide on this grange condition* 
Had, that he contented -to; the marriage* in order tp fee" 
twoperfons he loved at -.the fame time; and like wife told 
Barmecide that if the princefs wqsnot his fitter, fre wi&iklcl 
hiinfelfrmarcy he*** [Seethe Htftory vf the t Arabian^ by the 
Abbe*kj$hirigm^ ; ,..\ ' '■'■'- -■•' 

( ta^Wfi, leam from hiftory that Barmecide, ndtwith- 
ftitfuling.rthfi. watchfulnefs of the caliph, had afou.by 
AbaiSa^ ,.whqm. he: fent. privately to Mecca. • *:.♦.•',*. 

(13) As neither the dead nor the living, not tyrants 
eyert*'*1hpuU .)?$ calumniated, in any work whatever; 
fur from feayiijg : added £0 the.atrocfcy of this act; J. have: 
diminifted the hpr^ur of, it* The following . kitlie-liifl: 
toricat facT: : The caliph, on .difeweringahe fecijet ocmw; 
merse of ^ur^neeide and< A.haffa, ordered *he.aaniaiEic*£ 
of h'w, grand, vi/.jer* *u\d all the Barmecides* ; Farty 'per- 
ions, ;it U.-.fwk> who compofed the whole family* 'Weae> 
deftfojf d f ; "The flaYCi changed: with the aflaffinarion q£ 
the vizier, was much inclined, to {kvciiim^ ?'.I ysriitf^ro,^ 
iiiid he, " to the caliph, and announce thy death : if he 
afk m£. no , que ftions, I Will rfcturn and. procure) * thy 1 $f- 
capej !}«£,# he afc to fte fcby head*v thou muiKtbca io&-~> 
rnifc.to tjje fenjcn.qe.? . .' The ; ex«iifable tyrant oridered tltye 
he$d , ,of . Jkr^mecide tto , he brought * him, . and ; the ifav© ; 
o.bsjje*}* *•;' ' V-' * ' * *'" ' A* tp the :prince&j Affile, ;Gmi£ G*f> 
Hie,iVas Jhufc Up, .in: a' duUgejon,. where (he idled witli grief ; i 
. otjie^s* jtfcat fi*e .was only, bailed from. courts ^rtd. 5 was;« 
redtfcpd ( to,:tl|e.;wioft mtfe*al>hi ..condmon-j that many 1 
. Ye#£s T afters k*dy making <he-r :a .prc&rtt q£ .five.liundtcd > 
djeaqhmas* k afforded, her as' much delight zs if ;flwr 
had Jbeenr-reftoreJ tq he* farmer ftate> .AifeafTa h#d znncji : 
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wit, and made good rerfes.' £&?<? the ffjfloty of t&e Ara- 
itaniy and the Diftivnary of tHufhtous Men.*} * 

{14) Barmecide was in reality idolized by the nation, # 
and iii s death occasioned violent a i*d universal forrow. 
The caliph perceiving, that there were no bounds totlih 
jutl regret, publiihed an'edi<5t which forbad, under pain 
'of death, the name of Barmecide to be uttered, or any 
'mention to be made of* htm. An old man braved this 
prohibition, and at 'the very gates of' the palace recited a 
' copy of verfes in the praife of Barmecide. The caliph, 
furprifed at his boldnefs, ordered him to be brought into 
his prefence s 7 he afked him what could Have encouraged 
fuch exceflfive temerity. " Gratitude/* replied the old 
man ; " Barmecide was lay benefa&or." " Well," 
; returned the 'caliph, *« I will henceforth be^hy bene- 
factor iikewife ; fubftlttfte my name in the place of 
Barmecide's.'* "On fayfng this, he gave him a magnifi- 
cent clip of pure gold. " O' Barmecide," exclaimed 
"the old man, " it is ftill to thee that 1 am indebted for 
this prefent ; even after thy death I receive thy be- 
nefactions 1 — how then (hall I be made to ftfrget thee ?" 

( 1 5 )• In thefe ages there really exifted a duchefs 01 

Clevcs, of the name of Beatrix Hi ftory informs as, 

that the neighbouring princes perfecu ed and befteged 

. her: thai &e Wa's delivered by a. brave Ff>nch knight, 

.named Titlie M and that ihe married her .-benefactor. 

This knight bore a fwan upon his buckler, and the du- 

* ' chefs inttituted the order of the Knights of the Swan. Thefe 

'jfcuticiihirs Ihave found in the Encyclopedia, anderthe 

article of 5 KtHgbti of the "Swan : and this article it was 

Whieh fumiihed me with the idea of my tale, as well as 

its title. I have fxnee found in another work, written 

an hundred and fifty years ago, and mtitled, 'The Imfof 

ture of the Dsvihy an old fabulotis tradition, founded upon 

\ the hiftorical trait we have juft mentioned. The author 

of this work, who was phyfician to the duchefs of Cleves, 

relates, that ancient manufcripts afcribed a miraculous 

origin to the dukes of Cleves, and thus he relates the 

* tradition ; « The fole remaining heir to the duchy vas 

apria- 
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a princefs ; one day, as (he *was -walking .upon the banks 
of the river, (he. perceived a. beautiful tittle yeflel draw* % 
by a noble fwan. The princefs remained motionlefe witk 
furprife; but her aftonifliment was doubled when flie 
beheld the veflel snaking toward the (bore, and (topping 
near the fpot where fhe^ftood. Ayouag knight came 
out of the bark, and the veflel difappeared. Ta* knight 
conduced the princefs to her cattle. 'This wonderful 
ftranger received the name of iht Kmght of tie Swam and 
the princefs married him* . >This pair \wre perfeclly 
happy for two years ; but at the expiration of that. time,. 
the Knight of the Swan fell into a deep melancholy ; 
and one morning when he. ; was walking on 'the banks of 
the river, the veflel and the fwan: agajn* made their ap- 
pearance ; the knight, ftepped oh beard, and the veflel 
difappeared for ever.'?- The . author, who g\yes this 
relation, gravely adds, that be docs not certify tfa tr^th of 
it ; " but Qne thing is certain," fays he, " that the caf. 
tie is (till full of monuments, which atteft the exiftence 
of a Knight of iht Swan. Upon the towers ■ are fculp- 
tured reprefentations of that bird, • and the old hangings, 
reprefent the armours of chivalry, bearing a fwan as 
an emblem," &cv 

(16) This ancient caftle ftill exifts at one of the ex- 
tremities of tliepleafant'ciLyof Cleves. 1 paffed through- 
that place a year ago, and vifited.the habitation of Bea* 
trice 5 fome parts of the caftle have been rebuilt, botf 
moft of the ancient apartments and the antique roof* 
ftill .fubfift.^ rectified upon the. fpot the description , L 
give in my romance, and therefore it is e?acl ; but I 
could not make mention of the charming Englifh garden 
which has been planted around the caftle upon the (lope 
of the mountain, and which is the mod agreeable and 
piclurefque I have ever fee n of the kind. This delight- 
ful-habitation was the refitfence of the governour ofthe 
city: I walked for two hours over the gardens, and I 
felt that it was there I fhould have written the hiftory 
of the Knights ofthe Swan, and the duchefs of Cleves. 
That nothing (hould. be wanting to the agreeable*. 
nefs of this caftle, it is fituate at the extremity of a 

Vol.11. P haadfonic 
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faandfome city, in a country remarkable for. its fer- 
tility*, and the beauty, -of its woods, plantains, and 
^ralks. ,:•■•!•• • •.•;. 

*Ui\ Beatrice incoming pot to meet the knights a«ed 

5 conformably to the,cuftoms of her time. We read 

/ in Perceforett; fays- Mr. de -Ste. -Palaye, of a queen, 

.although. juft^rcoovewd ftom ficknefs, fetung ; out to 

.Let apobrbutbwre and virtuous kmgbt, who-«ame 

«W Sra Yifit, Mr. de Stc Ealaye mentions other 

_ 4nftances:of fhiaJrind. 

, <rt ) Knights only hadthcright of wiring rich furs, 

-fnchas the %a*r, the ermine, thtmenu-wtr* -Other furs 

of a more common kjnd were referred for the fqu.res. 

«LtkT t*A all, forts of red colours were appropriated 

' ' t^nigtesfoeDe, fays Wr^e Ste. Palaye of Aeir 

.glS/andexcellence. ; TJe .olour "g^" 

£ j^/r * *c fno#rior*inaeiftra.tes.and doctors, it may 

i Slides be ^feTertba^he Jib™BtT .* the duchefc 
feendes-be aw^V** f mach ^ more natural, 

St^TtS^tuSX % hofpitality,aud that the 

-asu wasa^row _ magn ificently treated and; mam- 

kn - S J ^ Jd^oadedtith pretents by the princes with w*om 

'v " ' rN^d S« in Froiflart the particulars of ; the 

" Se^eXiityof the count de Joi..«o the knigh* 

>*rJ*o vifited at his court, 

V ,«1 It was, as 1 have already faid, the'mdiTpenfaMe 
♦(19) it w * 5 > f* r llrcaur a ll the unfortunate, and 

V "'* l J °^hS&a^S iXSrfSee of opprefd 
t0 devote g^JJgg^ an order of chivalry under 
women. ^*^U*Ur ^ tJ}e grte nJHcU, in order to 
the name of the t»M* way 9 r * j ft 

' -force ^^^ m C i%l%SeuS n receni wars. 

:~rr s co^^^ 
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trenched fome particulars, but what I extract is literally 
copied. 

A fa&iori known under the name of the Jacquerie^ at t 
firft taking its rife in the diocefe of Beauvais, foon ex- 
tended kfelf to the provinces, and made a league againft 
the order of knighthood, and all the nobility. More 
than a hundred thoufand plebeians and peafants taking 
arms, refolving to exterminate the nobles, ravaged the 
country, burned the caflles, and put the knight9 f the 
fquires, and all the gentry to the fword, without {paring 
even women and children. The better to-fignafize an 
inveterate hatred againft all the nobility, and as rf it 
were to infult the gentlenefs and humanity of chivalry, 
they gave the name of virtue to the moft brutal ferocity 
and barbarous cruelty *. The duchefs of Normandy, 
wife of the regent, the duchess of Orleans, and three 
hundred ladies, were at Meaux, find not in a ftate of fe- 
curity^ fome detachments of thefe * furious wretches, 
joined hy others, fallying forth front- Paris and its 
neighbourhood, thought themfelves fore of feizing a 
prey, which they imagined could not efcape them. The 
inhabitants had opened their gates, and in concert with 
this factious rabble, had driven the ladies and their *t* 
tendants to take refuge in the place called the market of 
Meaux ; a poft divided from the town by the river Marne. 
The danger was extreme ; and there were -no extitfTes 
which were not to be dreaded from thefe turbulent bands. 
The count de jFoix, and the captal de Buch, who at this 
time were on their return from Pruffia, heard of this fad 
news at Chalons. Although they had only fixty lances, 
that is to lay, fixty knights with their ordinary atten- 
dants, they inftantly determined to go and join tlje fmall 
number of the defenders of the fortrefs of Meaux. The 
honour of the tedfes did not allow the count de Foix to 
reflect upon the danger of the enterprise, or the captal dc 
Buch to confider that he was an Engliftimac ; he ea- 
gerly availed himfelf of the liberty which the truce be- 

* I ought here to repeat, that this paflietge i» faithfully copied. 
See the edition in 3 v°k printed in the y«*r 1781, v«L x,page 
19B, and what follow*. 

P * tween 
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tween France and England afforded him, to gratify a 
feaitirqeiHnaore powerful *9 the heart .of a knight than 
national enmity. Tbefe two heroes with thejr little 
troop* repaired to Meaux, and marched agamft the ene- 
my. The knjghtiscu* their Jifay through the .hoftile 
ranks, 0ew feven thou&nd *nen» difperfed the) reft, and 
returned in triqmph to: the ladies, whom ihey delivered, 
&c- *#/, lipQgc I99e» and.wjiat follows. 

This, .generoiity, towards wojuen wa* px>% peculiar to 
France, jand England $ .it was univerfal through aU JJv- 
. rope, tand even in earlier times it prevailed arnojig the 
lea& civi&ied nations. -. The north was; the cradle of chi* 
valry.iays Mr- Mallet ; alL the, monuments of . the. an., 
cient Scandinavia. evince it; in tbefe monuments the tafte 
for gbiyalry, .as in its bud, is to be feen ; the hiftqry of 
other .nations reprefents it as unfolding itfelf aj)d fp read- 
ing intp Spain, -France, Italy, and England, with the 
people, of the north who eftablifbed themfelve> there. 
Wherever we open the old hiftories of the north, we 
(hall read of the feats of knights of equal gallantry and 
prowefs. A Swedift* prince had a daughter of rare 
beauty, named Thora; ihe was carried away 1?? vio- 
lence* Her father, publifhed in all the. neighbouring 
ftate$ f -that .he who conquered the ravifher of.Tjiora 
ihould obtain her hand, of whatever conoU;ion he. might 
be*,. The youthful . Regner delivered t the fair captive, 
aiid married her. Thora afterwards dying, Regner mar* 
ried a young fhepherdefs namqd Aflanga^jwhomheralfed 
to the throne. Harold the Jine hqireti, king of a part of 
Norway, fell i? love wkh, a younggirj namqd Gt4a 9 and 
aikedhexfci marriage ; but ihe replied* that in. order 4<p 
merit her , heart, be. mutt. fignaUze; himfelf by more glo- 
rious, exploits than he had yet atchjeved ; and that ft* 
Jhcwud not confider/bim worthy of her until he had &b- 
dued ajtl Norway. Harold fwore {o.take m farther 
^care of hi* hair till he had pompleted the jcp^ueft of 
that country* no* did he marry Gida before v he had ' 
brought the whole kingdom into fubjed ion. Thefe fads, 
nnd a thoufand athera of the ktnd*j<«p;Ma? to he well 
authenticated) but (continues Mr. Mallet) k fignifiei 
little whether they be true or fibt j it i9fufficientto give 
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4£fcs an idea of the manners '"-of • thofe- times* *tKat -thefe 
chronicled are written by men well informed in the • 
hiftory and cuftoms of their country. X;HS/l6rpof Dtti- 
tnarki by Mr. Malht*.~S "„ V ' * 

It was by their* elevated fentftnenf sand iireproachi^- 
ble conducl* that the 'women of thofe days acquired 
fuch an empire. The laws of chivalry, fays M£. de Ste. 
Palaye, "which forbad wandering' the ladies, obliged them j 
to have particular regard to the decency of fhei* own \ 
conduft ; and in order to be refpecled, it was neceffary j 
they' (hould iirft learn to refpect themfelves. But* if 
by an opp&Gte conduct they gave cauie of; jaft oenftine, 
they had always to apprehend: ibme knight af hand /who 
-would call them to an account for their behaviour. The 
chevalier de la Tour, in fome inftruftions he addrenes 
t& his daughters, towards the yeai 1391, makes mtntton 
of a knight of his timer who, paffing by oaftles inhabited 
by ladies, marked with infamy the abode of thofe fe- 
roales, who were not worthy to receive loyal knights ptirfu- 
tng honour and virtue ; and on fuch as merited public ef- 
teem, he lavifhed his praifes. The fame writer mentions, 
that in a grand*aflembly, fhe'good'tnights placed a lady of 
tnferiour condition, hut of good reputation, above a lady of- 
Jngh rank, becaufe the latter was blafinee de Jon bonneur : 
.that is to fay, of bad depute. " 

•■' A^ man may run into many follies for a worthless wo- 
rotuv but can only achieve great actons for her who is 
.capable of infpiting great feotiments. - 

"^- . ~ ■ 

(at>): I know of no governments, purely democratic, 
but in the fmaller cantons of Switzerland ; and I know \ 
of no places wh«re tyranny ezercifes a more arbitrary 
typpreffive fway. There, although no fulnptuary laws 
exrft ; yet, if people appear m public dreifed in a better 
garb than the rude manufactory of the country, they 
.are infulted. There, if a man think fit to embelliih liis 
houfe or garden, or" con&rucl a dwelling more remarka- 

v * This' hiflorr, containing nine yolumti, »~ written with, jnuch 
fagacity; it abound* in curious and interefttng inquiries, and- gives 
* clear, idea of the hiftory of the northern nations* 
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ble than thofe of his neighbours, thefoverelgn people rafe or 
burn his houfe, r and cut down his plantations. There r 
ff a rnagiftrate give offence, the people rife, and feize 

v *and hang him without any formality of law ; foipejw- 
fir JHft\* e IS vei T expeditious. The LandSrmtmann of 
Zug was executed in this inanner two years before the 
French revolution, and fuch examples are very frequent/* 
It is true, that, after the death of this magi"ftrate, the 
people found out that the unfortunate man was innocent^ 
and they honoured him with a handfome funeral: In fine, 
the almighty people of thefe fmall democratic cantons 

i liave but one diftinct idea, which is, they that are the 
Jlrongeji are the mqftcrs; and they very naturally conclude 
thence, that their will is the only facred law, and that 
every thing fhould yield to it. The extravagant pride, 
which this- perfuafion creates, gives them a fovereign 
contempt for all ftrangers ; thus, none can have the 
honour of being* naturalized in thefe little cantons, or 
even to purchafe an eftate there ; and, in no country are 
ftrangers fo ill treated by the inhabitants. In the public 
markets, for inftance, they are made to pay at leaft the 
double of its value for every article ; if their fervants 
difpute the price, they are told, that ftrangers are not 
allowed to haggle ; and if they give the money which 
is afked, without making any difficulty, the other buy- 
ers conrplam, that fuch prodigality raifes the price of 
things. Jn fuch a predicament a Granger is at a fob 
how to aft. While 1 lament thefe abufes, I am not the 
lefs ftruck with admiration and refpeft for a country, 
the other cantons of which are fo praife-worthy on ac- 
count of tjieir laws, their morals, and the well-informed 
and virtuous men who govern them. ' 

^ (21) This Aflolphus, the Englifh paladin, is a real 
perfonage of the time, of much renown in old chroni- 
cle* and ancient romances, and likewife the hero of fe- 
veral modern poems. 

" ' : (22) C^ueen Eadburga really extffed at this period; 
I have given her the character which hiftory afcribes to 
h& t and have made no alteration in the facls relating 

to 
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to her ftory. . She wifc the rival of Egbert.; the Weft- 
Angles abandoned her and repaired \b hrs ftandard, and 
(he deferyedthiy fate former Vices, the de>m&r of h<*r 
manners, and her'xfrimesv' liriven'pht of -Engtenf^, fhe 
found an afylum at the court of Charlenia^new One 
day (he obferved to that emperor, that bet higricft'afflr 
bition was to be queen of France ; " Well," Replied 
Charlemagne, by vraf of joke, "I am a widtfwer, my 
eldeft fon is a batchelor ; which of th« T two itfill your 
marry r" «•• The youfiger," /aid Eadburga. <l Had 7011 • 
chofen ipe/' replied v the, emperor, > 1 fhould : have given 
you . my fan* but fince you prefer him to me, you' fhall 
have neither of us." Charlemagne conferre'd an abbey 
upon this prin«efs, which (he quitted in order to go off 
with a new paramour. She at length retired to Pavfra, 
where fhe ended her davs in mifery. • - ' 

(23) Hiftory affords ntant examples of that heroifro /,' 
which I afcribe to Barmecide j a- very famous one is t«> 
be feen in the Henriade,in the cafe of Dupleffis Mornay* 
the raoft virtuou*ma«r^n the fide of Henry IV.* 

MoFnay revel* au prist*** U \t fuk, U Tefcorte ; 
11 pare en lui parlant, plus d'un coup qu'on lui porte ; 
, Mais il ne pcrmct pas a fet fto'i^Ues mains, 
Be fe fouiller du fang dk malhetiretixhtimaioa*^ 
De fon roi feulement fon ame eft occupce j 
Pour fa d&enfe feule-il a tire Tepee % 
E* fon raye courage, ennemi des combats, '• 
Sait affronter la snort, etne la donne pas. 

Henriam^ Book VIII. 

11- marche en philofophe, ou 1'honneur te conduit, 
Condamae les combats, plaint fon maitre, et le fuit. 

Henri ape, Book VI. 

(24) The old chronicles fay, that, in the days of// 
Oger, there was a giant of the name of Bruhier, whom . 
Oger at raft combated and flew. Qefides, a giant Is 
no fabulous being, when defcribed as eight or nine feet 
high only, which is certainly a fize gigantic enough ia 
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all reafittu, .Every one knows, .that thfe late •- king of 
Pruffia had a ,giaixt among hi*, guards eight feet> fix 
inches', eight lines high; French meafuxe (See -Ben-tare's 
JDridHonarj, article giant)* * Thus we may reafoBably 
fuppofe, that fuch a Mature is «not the utmoft. effort o? 
nature in this kind of produdkm. 

(25) In this wbrk I have been able tt*give bnt a very 
Jmperfea reprefentation of thefe interefting afToctetions : 
the hiftoryof France muil be confultcd for the particu- 
lars of them. Imagination cannot embeiliih them : they 
are of themfelves fafficient to render for ever refpeclable 
the institution of ancient chivalry. In the hiftory of 
Guefclin, ClifTon, Sancerre, the valiant tioucicaut, Baf. 
fpmpierre, and many other French heroes, will be found 
the true models and. admirable ^examples of that pure 
and elevated friendlhip, which in the prefent day is only 
a chimera. * In fine, it is in the Kiftory ~«f thefe restate 
ages, that we (hall fee the enthufiafin of friendftil^ add 
to the enthuftafm of glory and virtue, and triumph even 
over thatof love itfelfc I fhall here only, copy the detail 
of the ceremonies mentioned by Mr. de St. Palaye* The 
irofcherhoods of artns, fays he, are'fofHfccr-tfi Various 
manners. - Sometimes, though rarely, the knights are 
bled together, and then mbc their blood. Moft* com- 
monly the companions in arms make their vows with all 
the facred ceremony of religion ; they kifo together the 
bread prefented to the faithful at the celebration of jnafs ; 
Sometimes they receive the facrament at the fame mo- 
ment ; frequently, they make a mutual exchange of arms. 
From this, inftant they wear the fame kind of clothes 
and armour. They are defirous the enemy fiiould be 
miftaken as to* their peribns, and wrfh to *fhare? r equal 
dangers. The union* of the brother* m arms way fo in- 
timate, - that it did not allow of acknowledging any 
friends who would not be friends to both. The bro- 
ther in artrts df Bbucica*ut- thought it h h duty to rerafe 
a very cc4*fiderable fom of money from Henry de Tranf- 
t»mere,-for fk» other -reafon than becaufe • this prince 
was the «riemy of Boucicant. The oath of thfe brother 
in anus was never to abandon his companion, intowhat- 

ever 



WTJ»TQTHESEGONI> VOLUME, sax 

•evef danger he npght fall, to aid hi*t tvkk hit cot#?ft/ 9 
<w'tth)yts bedy, and his pqffeffitrj, until deaths and to anfwer 
•aJlr.-chaUeages for him, fhould he die before he htmfelf 
*€cmU. accept them* The brother in arms was to be the 
:enemy ©f his .companion's enemies, the friend of his- 
-friends. Both were obliged t6 divide -thefts present and 
future fortune* and to employ all their -wealth, and de- 
mote their jives to the delivcrancei^f-each Sther whejn 
taken prtfoaen • ■• * ■ '■ * " ' * " . 

(•a6) Duels were very frequent in ' battles*4nd fieges,/- '* 
,wd the .common "motive .of the ^combatants- was thV 
glory of their ladies* It would hardly be believed, fays 
Mr. de Sti. Palace, were it, not fapportedby the au- 
thority, of. hiftory, that the beiieged and bfcfiegers would 
tceafer fighting* in the heat of a battle, -to* leave *htei field 
op^n *on\ party of fquires xtefirous Of 4mftnertalizirig thte 
•beattty of -their ladies by combating for them 7 ; This h - 
jtyeigerthelels >what was feen at the fiege of the caftle of 
iT/HiritTen Beauee, and a. multitude of fimilar inftances 
Jpa^fce cited. Thia fpirit of gallantly fcad not eva- 
porated in the wars of Henry IV. and Lewis XIV. f antf 
it was a common thing for a man to fire a piftol for the / 
iQfre.er boaou* of his lady. " At the ifiegS of a certain 
,pja£e, an officer* who -was mortally wounded, wrote his 
•iniftrsfo's .name upojfeft gabion as he wafr^ftiggMng in 
•the pangs*of death. . -• ;■■ •-,.-• ■ -. 

(.a 7^ Jn the challenge which; was propofed »at the Tiege * 
of .Arras, in the year of 1-4 14* iratfoetn-fbifr 1 Trench 
jgjUt, tf*Gi chief of- whom wa*the bafta¥d of .B«terbdh, -a 

..y*pu*g; laj, and foar'Bttrguadians, whofe chief wa^ tlie 
chevalier Cottetbrwne, tht latter ; >ffernifted himfelf wM- 

'Iqngjand fhick lanoes.-; but Iwhen-* he' faw.^he had*t6 drr 
; wHh.a JkipJmg, iltrova.mlamZre tPaitoir fanhf'-}racirufej, 
fktffVflfa ilfcififif -asmes Jifancmre du Ifardtk'&ovricnfi 

, . . - - ■ '. •..<;.' 3 -1 -^ •-•*- "• • '■'» • 

< (zi) Of all the 'recompcnibs^whith'thi v?plr^ "Held • otftr, ' 
fey* Mr. de St- Palayfe, ; the' ftfoff* gloHcfes -was certainly"* 
the prize, of valour, awarded. 'by, the judgments thofe 
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who themfelves bad aright to pretend tcit. Thus Join- 
ville imagined he could jiot better finifh the eulogium of 
Henry 4e C6ne, his uncle, who died of the wounds he 
had received m an action agahift the Turks, than in 
adding thefe words; " and 1 heard him fay on his 
death-bed, that he had been in his time in thirty-fix bat- 
tles and engagements, in which he had feveral times 
borne away toe prize of arms." Befides the prize 
awarded to the braveft knight of the dayj it was the 
cuftom fometimes, after a battle or aflault, to prefent 
t other warriors who had fignalrzed themfelves with chains 
', of gold. In aftertimes an allegorical meaning was 
given to this prefent ; it was intended to iignify to thofe 
who received it, that their valour wanted nothing but 
to be chained. By God's eqfter, faid Lewis XL to the 
brave Raoul de Lannoy,as heprefented him with a gold 
chain worth five hundred crowns, By God's eqfter, my 

i friend, you #re too furious in combat, you muft be chained, for 
J will not lofe you 9 being defirous of making ufe of you again* 

. The English likewife conferred great honours upon 
thofe who had furpafled their fellow combatants- in 
an action/ 

/ (29) At the fiege of Calais, Edward III combated 
with .Euftace de Rtbaumont, a hardy and \puijant kmght r 
«vho twice brought him upon his hues. The monarch ftitt 
recovered himfelf, and at laft forced this formidable 
enemy to deliver up his fword and become his prifoner. 
Edward III had thexgenerofity to crown this knight, 
who had treated him fo roughly. Having gained the 
battle, he gave a flipper to the French pnfoners, after 
having clothed them with new and magnificent man- 
tles like the Englifh knights. " After fupper, he came," 
Jays Froiflard, " to meuire Euftace and Ribaumontu * Of 
all the knights in the world,' faid he, < I never faw one 
more valiantly attack his enemies, or defend himfelf; 
and I never found myfelf in a battle, where I met with 
one who put me to it fo hardly hand to hand, as you 
have done this day: therefore of right I adjudge to 
you the prize, before all the knights of xnf court.' Then 
the king took the chaplet, which he. woue on bis head, 

and 
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and which was enriched *?kh valuable pearls, and, put- 
ting St on the head of moafiegneur Eu ftace, faid : < Mon- 
feigneur Euftace* I prefent you with this chaplet, as the 
ableffc combatant of this day,' both of thofe within and 
thofe without the walls ; and I pray, that you will wear 
it a year for my Jake. I know, that you are of a gay 
amorous drfpofition, and that you willingly frequent the 
company of the ladies ; fay, therefore, wherever you go, 
that I gave it you. You are alfo no longer a prifoner, 
and are at liberty to depart to-morrow, tf you pleafe." 
It is well known what honours *be prince of Wales 
rendered to John king of Bohemia* his prifoner, afte% 
the battle of Poitiers- ; with whaMnarks of refpeft and 
veneration he continually refufed to fit down at table 
with that monarch, and what fplendid encomiums he 
paid to his valour. The hiftorrans of France and Eng- 
land are filled with mftances of this nature. May that of 
the end of the preient century again renew thefe touch- 
ing examples of generofity. 

(30) We read in the memoirs' of ancient chivalry, that 
the ladies and princefles went to vifit the wounded 
knights ; that the young damfels learnt the art of heal- 
ing wounds and dreffing them 5 an office m which they 
were frequently employed* 

(31) The author of Pkilomena, or Ph\lumcna y a work ' 
of the greateft value on account of its antiquity*, fays, 
that Balahac, who had caufed htmfelf to be crowned 
king of Carcatfbne, perifhed at the fiege of that city, 
and left a widow, a woman of great courage, whofe 
name 1 may be allowed to change, at from the fignifica- 
tion it has fmce received, it would not exhibit an- agree- 
able idea at the prefent day, of the heroine of a ro- 
mance ; for {he was named Careas, or Carcqfle. The 
reprefentatton of her, fays Mr. Gaiilard, is ftill to be 
feen over the gate of the city, with this mfcription, 

* This is an hiftorical romance. It is conje&uitd, that the name 
of Fbilomena is that of a (ecrttary, hiftorian, or chronicler, cither read 
«r foppofed, of Charlemagne. ' 

Carcat 
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Carxas fum ; .the corruption of wbish has daufetfeAlf 
jjiven the name to the place.- The . widow /of- fclahac 
undertook to avenge her hufband, and fuftained the 
flcge with fo much glqryv that Charlemagne left her in 
,'poueffion of the fovereignty and jurifdic]tion of the city, 
.The, Saracens came and infuited the Coupfcefc of Car- 
caffone under her owp walls," jetting at the idea of. a 
female warrior, and recommending, to her, the care of 
Tier fpinning. Sh£ armed . herfelf with a iar,ge diftaff, 
•which was a formidable lance ; (he fixed a great .fkain 
pi hempjto it, leaving only the point of the lance. free 
and uncovered. She let fire to the hemp, and in, this 
'manner ruihed into' the midft of the- Saracen*, whorofhe 
'filled with terrour, and. put to flight- , In the city of 
Carcaffone are yet (hewn he* fhieloV and her diftaff, or 
victorious lance. Her. county of v Carcaflbne, joined to 
•her perfcwml glory, induced the handibmeft,. ypungeft, 
and braveft knights of her time to. folicit jiex hand. 
The fortunate fui tor was a French knight of t&& najne 
; of Roger, a branch of a long race of counts pf Carcaflbne> 
of; whom the greater part "were fo gained. ... 
See the Hiflory of, Charlemagne % bj, Mr^ GmilanL 

"' ($*) We know that in thofe times, and even dowa 
to the laft century, the efficacy of philters* { talifraajw, 
&c. was believed. Mahomet the impoftor, the famous 
Walftein, and many others, took philter s which poifbned 
them, though they were only adminiftered with the.de- 
fign of rendering them, amorous. , Hiftory informs^ 
that Lucretius the poet fwallowed a philter, .the Violence 
of which affecled his reafon for a Jong while. The ro- 
mance writers relate, that Charlemagne, being already 
advanced in ye>rs, had a miftrefs, t who was neither 
yoking nor handfome, but whom he loved to diftraflion* 
She died. Charlemagne ordered a. magnificent, fcoffin 
to. be made, for her, covered at the top with^gU^s, *to*ojigh 
w^hiclx the depjorabje object it contained could be feeflr 
He puffed whole days in contemplating this fpectacle • 
at length he\ (hewed fuch extravagant marks* of. grief, 
that archbiihop Turpin fufpetfed that fo fingular an at- 
tachment mult arife from fome ibpernatnral caufe* He 
' examined 
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examrned'the corpfe of the deceafed, and perceived that 
on her left finger was a ring, upon which were engraved 
certain "'characters, which he confidered as * magic : he 
took off the ring, and put it on his own finger, and ap- 
peared before the emperor. He was received by him 
with a degree of kindnefs which hitherto all the good- 
nefs of the emperor towards him had not exhibited. He 
Was peflered with demonftrations of friendship which 
exceeded all bounds. There was nothing that Charle- 
magne would not do for him, and in an inftant too. 
At one time* he was going to makeconqueft of the empire 
of the eaft, and confer it upon him, that Turpin mignt/. 
at leaft become his equal ; at another time he was going 
to make him pope, in order that Turpin fhould be his 
fpiritual fuperior. The vivacity of his trahfports, the . 
hnpetttofity of his tendernefs, confirmed the archbtfhop 
in his opinion. He was too religious to be capable of 
taking any advantage of a magical operation ; he was 
only defirous of uncbarfning the monarch. In order, 
therefore, to" prevent this dangerous ring from ever fall- 
ing into hands which might make an improper ufe of it, 
like its firft -pofleflbr, .he threw it into a pond in the 
neighbourhood of the* fpot where Aix la Chapelle 'was 
afterwards built. Then, it was with the pond that Char- 
lemagne fell in love. On its banks he caufed a palace, 
a temple, and a city, which he made the capital of his 
empire, to be built. This abode he preferred to the 
whole univerfe ; and here he was determined to live and 
die *. I have read many curious works upon philters 
and talifmans, written in the beginning of the lad cen- 
tury, the authors of which, although men of erudition, 
treated the fubject with the greateft. gravity, and had no 
Mea that the reader could have any doubt of a mul- 
titude of fac*s, which are quoted in every page. Con- 
sidering, therefore, the general prevalency of fuch opi- 
nions, my little page will not be accufed of exceffive 
credulity. • Befides, he is only fifteen ye.a*s old, and in 
tore; What inducements to implicit beltef i 

.* See the Life of Charlemagne. 

.- .• »• . (33) Abder- 
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'; •; (33) Abderahma I, furnamed (though very imprdper- 
- ly) thejuft, was the grandson of the oaliph Hachem, 
of the race of the Ommiades. After -the ruin of his fa- 
mily, he was called into Spain by the Saracens, who had 
revolted againft their king. The latter was defeated in 
combat by Abderahma, who affirmed the title of long of 
Cordova. He made the conquefi of Caftile, Arragon, 
Navarre, and Portugal. He protected the arts, enlight- 
ened aild embellifhed Spain, ^He it was who built the 
famous raofque of Cordova, which fubfiftsto this day. 
He had many ftrtiimg qualities, but yet was not a great 
king, for he opprefled his fubje&s r - who, under his reign, 
were excefirvely burdened with taxes. He died in the 
year 789 qr*7oOi Bermudus I, whom 1 .make the fa- 
ther of Axiana, abdicated the goverument in the year 
791, fo that the conqueft of Cordova by Abderahma was 
made before the death of Bermudus ; but I have alrea- 
dy faid, that I (hould hot always confine rayfelf to chro- 

# nological precifion. 

The founder of Cordova muft not be confounded .with 
another Abderahma, who lived a little before him ; he 
was governor of Spam under the reign of Hachem, ca- 
liph of the Saracens, and was flam in battle as he was 
fighting againft Charles Martel in 732. • 

(34) Juftice, moderation, and generofity, form the 
true bafis of found policy. This fublime policy was 
pracltfed by Lewis IX. -whofe very enemies chofe him 
for arbiter. Sully acted agreeably to the fame princi- 
ples (fee hfs memoirs) ; and truly in thofe tempeftuous 
times, a minifter of the character of Mazarine wonld 
not have fettled the diftracted affairs of Henry IV. I 
have ftudied hiftory very much> and I {hould infinitely 
regret having given up fo confiderable a portion of my 
f time to reading, which in general is dry and fatiguing, 
had I not drawn this conclufion from it, That in every 
thing the mqft lettable and virtuous refolve is the moft nfeful 
and the Befi. Certain ftatefmen V>f the prefent age mod 
afluredly will not approve of the policy of the Knights 
of the Swan and* Beatrice. I could quote examples of 
ftill greater generofity from hiftory, the utility ef which 

fca$ 
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v 
has been eftablifhed by its fuceefs ; an\d if* on the con- 
trary, 1 fhould' enter into the detail of the evils and in- 
conveniences which have refulted from the want of juf- 
tice and moderation^ 1 fhould undertake a voluminous 
hiftory. I fhall confine nnyfelf to the citation of one 
firigle inftance of this* nature, widl which Mr. Gaillard, 
the excellent hiftorian I Jiave fo often quoted, furnifhes 
me, and whofe judicious reflections I fhall likewife fub- 
join. 

During the captivity of Francis 1. at Madrid, Charles 
V. deliberated in council upon the treaty he fhould make 
with that Prince. The bifliop of Ofma, the emperor's 
confeffpr, was of opinion, that the French king fhould 
be treated with* a generofity which might fecure his 
gratitude and friendfhip. He. therefore propofed to ea- 
tort' no harfh conditions, but at once to give him his 
liberty. -The duke of Alba rejected this advice as pious 
and chimerical, and he brought the council to his way 
of thinking. At the fame time the famous Erafmus 
mentioned in his writings fuch generous procedure as the 
fole means of fecuring a lafting peace. This, faid the 
minifters of Charles V. in a difdainful manner, is the idea 
of a wit, very fine in morals, and upon paper, but good 
for nothing in politics. It is known that Francis I. pro- 
tefted againft every thing he had figned inrSpain. Two 
centuries of war, the confequence of the "Vigour of the 
treaty of Madrid, and the inexecutiori that neceflarily 
followed fuch hard conditions, have however proved, that 
it was the advice of the confefTor and the wit,, that ought 
to have been preferred and adopted. ' 
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VOLUME. SECOND. 
Chapter I. 

is there a foul fo ftubborn" as not to feel referential 
. emotions, on coniidering the gloomy fpaclotrfhefs of 
our churches, and hearing the devotfofrinfeirttft tones 
of our x>rgans > • . • 

Chapter II. 
A tyrant'* fnendftuj) is a chain of fiarery* * 

\ ' * Chapter IV, 

<n His.hate is ever greater than his love. 
3. At court, the fervices of many years 
* Are in a.moment cancelled and forgot 

There, favour, always fought too eagerly* 
: Is often but a fnaie to cover death. 

Chapter V. * 

"i» What charms in beauty, when adorn'd with virtwf 

Chapter VI. V 

Not always beft, the counfel of the many. 

Chapter VII. 

I. That cruel art which teaches to prefage 
Future misfortune* is not furely wifdom : 
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'Tis folly. — When the timid, credulous mind 
Paints to itfelf fuppofed impending ills, 
The image always is beyond the *ruth. 
Why, then, (hould foolifti man hi mfelf torment; 
With vain anxiety, aiid realize 
Evils, which, at* the mo ft, are only doubtful? 
2. Myfterious doings cover dark defigns. 

Chapter V1IL 

«. All power is derived Trom CJod : and whatfoever 
is derived from God, is eftablUhed only for the advan- 
tage of mankind. The great would be ufelefs upon the 
-earth, if there Wjere none poor, arid unfortunate : their 
elevation they owe to the public needs : and fb for are 
jhe people from being made for them, that they them- 
felyes are entirely made -for. the- peoyk. 

2. So ftrong is popular prejudice in favour of the 
jgreat,^that. if thefe* would but- think of being, good, .1* 
would amount to idolatry, 

Chapter IX* 

The Briton f independent, brave. and bold, 

Was never yet a ftave to court caprice*-: 

He never regulates his love or hate * v .*• ' 

By kingly favour : no fuch prejudice . . • • 

Has. any influence on his actions— He, 

To fave his country would overturn a throne ! 

Chapter X* - - * ' " - 

The heart has fecrets to the mind unknown. 

Chapter XL 

-a 

*. X«ove ill conceals itfelf. 

2. The words we hear, the vSage fair we fee.; * 

But who can tell .what~paffes in the heart? ' 

Chaptejl XIL 

2. Contempt follows Love infpired by cocj.«e|ry. 

* Did lyir. Dtb Hwpc know ui fyflfc*»tf/7 or are w change! 
iiacehc wrote ? 

2. " 
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2. 'Tis the providence of love, that coquettes (hovld 

meet inconftant lovers. 

3. 'Tis virtue only proves a conftant love. 

'Chapter XIII. 

i.O times ! O happy trmes ! when the red forge 

Burn'd only to produce the fock and fickle. 
2. Ev'n in its prudence love is indifcreet. 

Chapter Xfv. 

1. The whitefl: ltui inuft yield to whiter paint ; 
As lovely nature dazzles Tefs than art. 

2. Age of the paflions ! bold, but blind-fold youth ! 
Ah ! whither lead'ft thou the impaffion'd heart ? 

Chapter XV. 

1. Love, though defied, will venge himfelf at length. 

2. The man who fwears to love eternally; 
And he who fwears never to love at all, 
Appear, to me, to be of equal rafhnefs.. 

/* Chapter XVI. 

I There wanted only rpeech : — or, rather, fpeech 
* There wanted not — 3f one could truft the eyes* 

£jfiAi*B& XVII. 

2. Behold 1 how beauteous and how bleft I am ; 
Andlofethy grief in my felicity. 

-Chapter XVIII. 



IO ye, ^who wifla, malignly, to obfctire . 
The glory of the fex, fay, have ye e'er, 
Among your heroes, virtue more fublime ? 

Chapter XIX. 



1. Where'er lie be, were it at the world's end, 
I'll fly. to find him : Love will lend me wmgs. 
*. Have teas, or- {farms, or .exile daunted me i 

Chat- 
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'Chapter XX. 

Prudence is fever needful -to the wicked. 

.Chapter. XXII. 

The moment of danger's the moment of love. 

Chapter -XXIII. "\ 

Sweet cup, empoifon'd with the dregs of horrour 1 
Dear, fatal obj eel of hothjoy and grief.! 

^HAFTM XXIV. 

Monfter! that 6'er my unfufpedting'heart' 
Had held fuch empire,- with fucji deep deceit-; 
I afk not Heav'n to blaft thee, in its ire, 
With fudden death, and dread-infpirmg pain. 
No, no ; more lafting pttnifhments are due 
To divine juftice.— May it pay thy crimes 
With lading-infamy, ftamp on thy face 
Thy worthlefs character in traits fo deep 
That all may fee it, — as 'tis fcen by me i 

Chapter XXV. 
One is rarely' great at the fummit of greatnefs. # 
Chapter XXVI. 

r. How hard the heart -of him, wbp is not touch'd 

By fweet and interefting infancy ? 
2. All the emotions of that tender age, 

Which has not been corrupted, tend to virtue. 

Chapter XXVII. 

Men, or devils ! whofoever ye be, dare ye juftify 
thefe attempts againft my independence by the right 
of the ftrongeft ? — Proud and difdainful being, who 
difowneft my brother ! canft thou not fee that- this 
contempt rebounds upon thyfelf ? Wouldeft thou enno- 
ble thy pride ? Have dignity enough to place it in thy 
neceflary relations with the wretches whom thou de- 
bafeft. One common father, an immortal foul, future 
happmefs — fuch is thy real glory, fuch is alfo thei^ ' 

C 
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Chapter XXVIII. 

i. I love my lore enough — to leave him ! 
2. The pray'rs infpired by confidence in God 

Afcend on high,' and reach his holy throne ; 

Juft as the flame, by nature; foars to heav'n. 

Chapter XXIX. 

My lord ! Make ev'ry thing a facrifice 
To blifsful .peace —In vain the laurel twines. 
About the victor's brow, if blifsful peace 
Be not the fruit.— Let peace attend his car 
Of triumph — if ho mean- to merit glory. • • 

Chapter XXX. 

-Celeftial friencKhip J Perfect happinefi ! 
Sole pauloa, that or knows not, or- admits 
Excefs — Dear idol of the upright heart ! 
Be this laft chapter facred to thy name. 
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